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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

November 14, 2012 

 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Michael Angotti, Louise Cocuzzo, Maria Constantino, Jan Dolan, Mary 

Fiorentino, Paul Kenrick, Marge McGlone, Jean Nolan, Moira Ounjian, Peter Pongratz, John Russo, Raina 

Trilokekar, and Phil Waterman 

 

Absent:  Matt Calvey and Kathryn Davis 

 

Scripture Reading:  The meeting opened with a scripture reading by Peter Pongratz and was followed by a 

brief meditation and discussion. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

It was suggested that addendums submitted at PPC not be part of the recorded minutes (because the information 

was incorporated into the minutes).  The October 24, 2012 minutes were accepted as corrected. 

 

PPC Meeting Dates 

The following are dates related to upcoming PPC meetings: 

December  No PPC meetings scheduled 

December 29, 2012 PPC/PFC and Staff Christmas Open House at 6:30 p.m. 

January 2, 2013 PPC Executive Committee meeting at 7 p.m. 

January 9, 2013 PPC meeting at 7 p.m. in the McGann Conference Room 

 

Commission Reports 

Finance Council.  John Russo reports that Father Jim gave an inspirational homily on giving.  This Sunday, 

members of the Finance Council will follow up with a presentation on giving to OSR at each Mass.  The 

presentation should be limited to three minutes.  The OSR packets will then be mailed to parishioners.  By the 

end of December, the parish should have a clearer understanding of how much income will be available for the 

upcoming year.   

 

It was explained that St. Eulalia’s fiscal year runs for a calendar year—January through December, while the 

Archdiocese’s fiscal year (accounting cycle) runs from July 1 to June 30.  So, at present, we have 105 fewer 

pledges than this time last year and have a deficit in pledge money of $20,500.  There is still time to turn this 

around as many people give at the end of a calendar year.  OSR calendar receipts are $759 higher than this time 

last year.  The 2012-2013 fiscal year beginning July 1 has a $15,000 deficit. 

 

The cost of electricity and water has skyrocketed over the last year; both have tripled.  Air conditioning and the 

elevator have impacted the electricity.  It was suggested that the thermostats have locks.  An analysis needs to 

be done as to the water increase, so we will know how much to budget for the coming year.  We cannot look to 

last summer as the sprinklers were turned off due to the construction.  Meters need to be calibrated and readings 

taken two to three times a week.  Sprinklers in season are on every three days and run for approximately 35 

minutes.  The quarterly water bill was for $3,500. 

There was a question as to whether we were now having to pay an assessment to the Archdiocese.  At present 

we are not but will be soon as our parish is part of the last phase of this conversion. 

 

Liturgy.  Louise Cocuzzo reported that the Vatican II Faith Lecture Series went well and is now completed. 

 

The Mass for the Deceased will be Saturday, November 17, with a reception to follow.  It involves 

approximately sixty people.  On Sunday, November 18, Father Jim will be installed as our pastor.  A reception 
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will follow in Manion Hall.  December 11 is the feast of St. Eulalia and will be celebrated with a small 

reception after Mass.  December 14 will be the annual St. Nicholas feast with the lighting of the tree. 

 

This year our Advent wreath will be suspended from the ceiling.  Advent meditation books will be placed in all 

the pews for parishioners’ use.   

 

Sub Committee Reports 

Evangelization Committee.  On Saturday, November 28, there will be a one-hour meeting to assess where the 

committee is and decide in what direction to move in.  While everyone on PPC is invited to attend, it is not 

appropriate at this time to have an open meeting for all parishioners.  However, anyone is welcome to join the 

committee.  Once the committee is fully functioning, then all parishioners would be welcome. 

 

Parish Life Enhancement.  There are some plans for activities being formed such as the Retreat Day on 

forgiveness to be given on Saturday, March 9.  Dates for Coffee and Conversation had to be postponed. 

 

Religious Education Committee.  It was suggested that a Prayer Program be established whereby parishioners 

would pray for students in Religious Education.  A total of 12 unique information cards have been prepared by 

the Religious Education committed (in close cooperation with the Religions Education Coordinators) providing 

insightful glimpses into the activities and programs going on in each of the Religious Education grades.  The 

cards are currently available in the vestibule.  A question arose as to whether the “card” should be made handed 

out during the family Mass.   

A conversation arose concerning the opportunity to engage with parents when their children go to religious 

education classes.  These parents, who often wait outside at church for their children, could meet in a common 

area, have refreshments, and converse thus creating a sense of community.  For upper grades, it was stressed 

that both students and parents should view the parish’s Facebook page.   

 

Communications Committee.  There were no issues identified or addressed. 

 

 

New Business 

Announcements.  There have been concerns raised regarding announcements.  One man thinking that all 

announcements were made at the end of Mass missed out on signing up for the men’s retreat.  Results of the 

recent parish-wide Evangelization survey found that fourteen people indicated that they did not want any 

announcements after Mass.  Fr. Jim mentioned that several people had mentioned this concern to him as well.  

At a recent staff meeting, staff stated that this is a reoccurring issue.  Staff feel it is a disruption to the liturgy 

and perhaps announcements could be made before Mass starts.  PPC members felt that announcements before 

Mass would less effective because, given the typical arrival-time of our parishioners, fewer people would be 

there to hear them.  Another suggestion was to experiment for a month without announcements and see how it 

went.  Re-enforcement should be given to our having a website where events are posted as the bulletin is posted 

online each week.  But would the older parishioners use electronic devices to access this information was 

another comment.  It sometimes takes two weeks to get announcements in the bulletin; so, being able to make 

an announcement at Mass is critical.  And very often people need to hear and read an announcement more than 

once.  Another proposal was that it should just be announced that parishioners check the bulletin for 

announcements.  Another thought the announcement to read the bulletin very impersonal.  Announcements if 

done well can be a personal invitation to attend an event was voiced by another.  Posters and other visuals could 

be put in the foyer to announce upcoming events.  More than one means of communication is always a plus.  

Announce only what is most important is another suggestion.  If people were not asked to sit down, then they 

would not be expecting a long list of announcements.  It would be best if the presider at Mass did the 

announcements, although people have still complained when this was done in the past.  People need to take 
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some responsibility in reading the bulletin to know what events are taking place.  Several people agreed it a 

good idea to just try not making announcements and see what the repercussions were. 

 

Other means of getting information to parishioners were discussed.  Among the suggestions were:  e-mails, 

facebook, and twitter.  It was thought that if the company that produces the bulletin had parishioner e-mail 

addresses, they could just e-mail the bulletin instead of printing it.   

 

Father thought a compromise solution might work.  That is 1) do not have the congregation sit back down; 2) 

have the presider make the announcements in a conversational manner; 3) reduce the number of 

announcements.  When asked for a show of hands as to whether we should omit announcements all together or 

try the compromise, there were seven votes for the compromise and six votes for omitting the announcements 

all together. 

 

Original Charter for the Religious Education Subcommittee.  It was thought that the original charter was 

limited.  There was no provision made for adult religious education, not faith sharing but more theology based 

education.  The question was raised, as to whether its charter be broadened to include adult education.  It was 

reiterated from the Religious Education Subcommittee report that we need to look at ways to engage the entire 

parish in supporting the students in religious education.  This thought brought to mind the Parish Life 

Enhancement Committee and its purpose.  It was thought its purpose was originally two-fold:  formed to 

enhance the parish in spiritual development as well as to serve in community building such as offering coffee 

and conversation after the Masses.  Should it not be involved in social justice as well?   

 

It was also mentioned that PPC members were expected to head committees and populate them while many 

thought this should not necessarily be their role.  Others in the parish needed to get involved.  The parish should 

be looking for ways to engage parents and children in activities they can share.  The observation was made that 

all of the above could come under the Evangelization Committee.  This topic needs further thought and should 

be brought up again. 

 

Knights of Columbus.  The Knights of Columbus approached Father Tom about recruiting 30 to 35 men to 

become members.  Our men’s group did not feel they could recruit that many and Father Tom felt it was up to 

the new pastor to decide this issue.  The proposal was favorable to PPC members at the time. 

 

New Topics 

 Process for Parish Council Elections 

 Fiftieth Anniversary Planning for 2016 Celebration 

 What’s Happening with Lenten/Spring Faith Sharing? 

 

Information and Reminder Dates 

November 19, 2012—Giving Tree Ornament 

Making 

December 1, 2012—Holiday Choir Concert 

December 9, 2012—Welcome the Child 

December 10, 2012—Sorting the Giving Tree Gifts 

Summer/Fall 2013—Parish Directory Project 

 

Parishioners’ Comments and Concerns 

 A request was made that parishioners take care in positioning the kneelers so that it is done quietly. 

 The prayer to respect life was well received. 

 Prayers for those in the Armed Services was very much appreciated. 

 The announcements were taking up too much time. 

 The side speakers were an issue for one as she could not hear way in the back of the church.  

Hearing in church was also a problem for another parishioner. 
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 A parishioner was pleased to see the votive candles at the shrine for the deceased. 

 Three issues were mentioned that were already dealt with:  

1. To see a large crucified Christ in the church 

2. A kneeler to receive Communion on the tongue 

3. To have it quiet in the church before Mass 

 

Note:  See Addendum A. for details of how these issues were addressed in the recent past.  These 

details were not discussed during the November 14, 2012 Pastoral Parish Council meeting.  They 

were prepared as a means to document and communication this information. 

 

 The presentation of icons of the saints, displayed in the church during the month of November, 

was well received. 

 

The PPC meeting closed with a prayer by Father Jim. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Ellen Connell 

PPC Secretary 
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Addendum A. 

 

 Three issues were mentioned that were already dealt with:  

 

Note:  These details were not discussed during the November 14, 2012 Pastoral Parish Council 

meeting.  They are offered here as a means to document and communication this information.  The 

Pastor reviewed and concurred with this write-up. 

 

1. To see a large crucified Christ in the church 

 We, at St. Eulalia, are blessed with both the images and symbols of  

 the Crucified Christ in the processional crucifix – reminding us of Christ’s sacrifice 

for us  

as well as  

 the Risen Christ displayed above the altar – reminding us of His resurrection. 

2. A kneeler to receive Communion on the tongue 

 The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) serves as the universal guidebook 

for the manner in which Catholics throughout the world celebrate Mass. It specifies that 

national conferences of bishops are empowered to determine the postures of worshippers 

during the celebration, a provision that wisely allows for regional differences in customs. 

 In the United States, the bishops’ conference has decided that the congregation should 

kneel during the Eucharistic prayer and stand for the reception of Communion (with a 

slight reverential bow just before taking the Eucharist). 

 The U.S. bishops state on the www.usccb.org website that “we are not free to change 

these postures to suit our own individual piety, for the Church makes it clear that our 

unity of posture and gesture is an expression of our participation in the one body formed 

by the baptized with Christ, our head.” 

 Standing is the posture that has, from the earliest days of the Church, signified that 

we share in Christ’s resurrection, and standing for Communion shows that we are 

about to be united to Jesus, now gloriously risen. 

 The significance of kneeling has, in the Church’s history, undergone a 

transformation. At first, it was seen as demonstrating penance, and early Christians 

were forbidden to kneel on Sundays and during the Easter season, when joy was the 

prevailing spirit of the liturgy. During the Middle Ages, kneeling came to signify the 

homage of a vassal to his lord. Now, kneeling in the liturgy denotes adoration. 

3. To have it quiet in the church before Mass. 

 Remind people to be respectful in the sanctuary, raise awareness, (via the bulletin) 

 

This addendum was prepared by Peter Pongratz. 

 


