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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

November 9, 2016 
 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Louise Cocuzzo, Kathy Creedon, Mary Deyst, John DiAngelis, Doran Donovan, 

Mark Earnest, Anna-Marie Ferraro, Adele Hamblett, Carol Johnson, Clare Keane, Tony Lockhart, Joan Sweeney, 

Charlie Vendice 

 

Absent:  Claire McKenna, Joe Murphy, Karen Marnik (APC Representative)  

 

Opening Prayer:  Father Jim opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Minutes of Meeting: 

 

The October 12, 2016 PPC minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections are as follows:  (1) On page 1 the 

second paragraph under Pastor Update, the date of October 15 should be changed to October 16; (2) Still on page 

1 paragraph 3 under Pastor Update the next to the last line, the word “answered” should read “answer”; (3) On 

page 2 in the paragraph entitled “Archdiocesan Parish Council (APC), the third and fourth sentences should be 

removed; (4) On page 2 second paragraph within the Evangelization Committee report, the Lenten program 

entitled “The Pivital Players” should read “The Pivotal Players”; (5) Page 2 within the Liturgy and Social Justice 

sub-committee report, the date of November 15 should be corrected to read November 5. 

 

Pastor Update 

 

The 50
th
 Anniversary Mass and Gala were a great success.  It gave St. Eulalia’s a sense of pride in all its 

accomplishments over the last fifty years.  The Cardinal in his blog complimented the parish on its magnificent 

music and was happy that he could experience the joy of the occasion.  Father Jim also reported that Jim Carroll’s 

presentation was very well received.  The choir’s concert took place this past Sunday.  The printing and 

distribution of the parish’s history has been delayed to include pictures from the fashion show that has yet to take 

place.  It is hoped it will be ready by the feast of Christ the King, but unlikely it will be.  Advertising revenues for 

the book on the history of the parish surpassed $7,000.  The parish made a few hundred dollars on the Gala; so, it 

did not cost the parish anything.  The interviews at the Gala will be used in the upcoming OSR presentation. 

 

Father Jim also informed PPC on the following: 

 The church flooring will be the next and final phase of the renovations. 

 Adele Hamblett will provide information on our Lenten program.  It will be a collaborative effort with St. 

Mary’s. 

 There is no news to report on the archdiocese’s collaboration plan.  While there is no master calendar, we 

do know that the St. Eulalia’s/St. Mary’s Collaborative is not in the next phase which was announced in 

October 2016 and will commence in June 2017.  There are five stand alone parishes in this round of 

collaboratives. 

 

Sub Committee Reports 

 

Archdiocesan Parish Council (APC).  No report is available at this time. 

 

Evangelization Committee.  This committee has decided to wait until January to meet as there is a lot going on 

due to the 50
th
 Anniversary events.  Mike Cunningham, the new director of Faith Formation, was complimented 

on his work thus far.  Confirmation went well. 
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Because of the length of the Lenten program that we will collaborate on with St. Mary’s, the representatives from 

St. Mary’s thought we should run the program, The Pivotal Players, during both Advent and Lent.  Others 

thought the program could begin just before Lent or end shortly after Easter.  No definite plan has been approved 

as yet.  What has been approved is that there will be two sessions, one on Mondays after the 9 a.m. at Mass at St. 

Eulalia’s and the other on Tuesday evenings at St. Mary’s.  There is no limit to the number of people who will be 

able to participate.  The program will review the truths of our faith through saintly historical figures and these 

truths will be applicable to our lives.  It is hoped that parishioners from each parish will attend sessions at the 

other’s church and an effort made to mix parishioners once at the session.  The video time is 20 to 45 minutes.  

The Pilot’s columnist, George Weigel, gave the program glowing reviews. 

 

Finance Council.  OSR pledges to date are $815,000, compared to $813,800 last year at this same point.  Current 

number of pledges is 721, compared to 748 last year.   

 

OSR payments to date are $720,670, compared to $811,328 last year at this point. 

 

Net income in the current fiscal year which began 7/1/16 is $55,823, compared to a positive $22,109 last year at 

this same time. 

 

The OSR mailing for 2017 went out yesterday.  Father Jim’s talk will be this weekend. 

 

Catholic Appeal pledges to date are $117,805, 124% of our goal.  Our estimated rebate currently is $26,473.  If 

the remaining unpaid pledge balance of $10,323 is paid, our rebate will increase by $6, 710. 

 

Questions raised received the following responses: 

 The money for the flooring for the church will come from Capital Campaign funds and money from our 

reserves.  It will not come from the Catholic Appeal rebate. 

 The altar platform was funded by capital expense and approximately 50% through a gift. 

 

Hospitality Committee.  Eight volunteers from this committee helped Mary Lou Burke with the Cardinal’s Mass 

for the 50
th
 Anniversary celebration.  The amount spent for this event was approximately $2,200. 

 

The Bannon’s will continue to host the Coffee and Conversation event after the 11 a.m. Mass on the designated 

Sunday and the ice cream social will once again take place.  Both have been very successful. 

 

The generated list of volunteers is working very well as it brings together a mix of nice people. 

 

Liturgy and Social Justice.  The following events were noted: 

 The Mass of the Deceased will take place on Saturday, November 12. 

 The last of the 50
th
 Anniversary presentations, The Call to be People of Joy, will take place on 

November 14. 

 The tentative date for the 50
th
 Anniversary Fashion Show is December 2. 

 The Patriotic Rosary will be said at St. Eulalia’s this Sunday at 2:30 p.m.  A PPC member highly 

recommended this event; it was thought to be a very moving experience. 

 The Piantedosi family will once again donate a loaf of bread to each parishioner at our Thanksgiving 

Masses—Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. and Thursday at the 9 a.m. Mass.   

 There will be a reception for Jared Blake, our departing Youth Minister, on Sunday, November 13, from 6 

to 7:30 p.m.. 

 The Christmas gathering for PPC, PFC and others will take place at the “white house” on the feast of the 

Epiphany, Sunday, January 8, 2017 after the 11 a.m. Mass. 
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Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were received by PPC members at Mass and through the suggestion box 

provided: 

 Concern was raised regarding cell phones going off three times during the Consecration of the Mass.  

Suggestions:  Give those who are unfamiliar with cell phones a class on their devices.  This could be a 

Confirmation project.  Also suggested was having the cantor remind people to turn off their phones just 

prior to the start of Mass. 

 The question of why the Ministers of Holy Communion were moved to the left side of the church was 

raised.  This parishioner felt that the disabled coming in on the ramp side (left side of church) were being 

displaced.  Response:  The disabled are seated in a different area but still seated on the ramp side.  The 

change was made to move the ministers so that those who needed to would have access to the railing, 

which is on the left-side of church.  If the railing were placed on the right-hand side, it would be right in 

front of the presider. 

 Parishioners should be encouraged to park in the parking lot and not on the streets. 

 The devices used to assist people to hear are not working.  Response:  The current microphones being 

used work very well.  If they are used properly, the system is adequate. 

 

Closing Prayer   
 

Father Jim closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


