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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

January 9, 2019 

 

Present: Father Jim Savage, Martha Bujwid, Brian Burke, Jessica Callaghan, Louise Cocuzzo, Brian 

Collins, Mary DeCourcey, Mary Deyst, Doran Donovan, Claire McKenna, Michael Pescatore, Mike 

Pescatore (Sr.), Joan Sweeney 

 

Absent:  All Present 

 

Opening Prayer.  Mary DeCourcey led us in the opening prayer entitled On Traveling to Beautiful 

Places. 

 

Minutes of Meeting.  The November 14, 2018 minutes were accepted as submitted. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Pastor Update. 

 

Father Jim reports that there are several projects that have to wait until spring to be completed.  They 

are: 

• The dry wall in the front of the parish center needs to be redone. 

• The parking lot needs to be repaved and relined.  The cracks in the asphalt have already been 

filled in but the early snow prevented the rest of the job from being finished. 

• There was a flood in McCarthy Hall; so, the carpet needs to be replaced.  The job requires the 

removal of asbestos from under the floor. 

• The “white house” exterior needs to be painted.  The paint around the windows contains lead. 

 

Father has asked the appropriate company to remove the paper recycle container in the parking lot.  He 

will get someone else to do it as the papers are not being removed in a timely fashion. 

 

Father Jim has put in a request to the archdiocese stating that he would like to retire in April 2019 as he 

will then be 75 years of age.  He is now waiting to hear whether there will be a replacement available.  

The replacement will be appointed as an administrator.  It is possible that both St. Mary’s and St. 

Eulalia’s will have two different administrators until the collaborative forms.  Having enough priests 

seems to be the issue as to when the collaborative will form. 

 

Finance. 

 

OSR.   Receipts through November total $837,356 vs. $905,389 last year at this time.  Contributors this 

year total 705 versus 714 last year. 

 

The latest net income figures available are only through October, representing the first four months of 

the fiscal year.  There is a net loss of -$68,083, but the heavy income months of November and 

December should change that picture in the future. 
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Catholic Appeal.  As of January 7, paid pledges total $114,310 (101% of our goal of $113,725).  Our 

estimated rebate is $20,174, only half of what it was last year, primarily because of a change in the 

formula to calculate rebates, but also because of higher paid pledges last year of $132,098. 

 

The 2019 Appeal will kick-off on February 23-24 with Announcement Weekend, and Commitment 

Weekend on March 2-3. 

 

Liturgy.   

 

St. Eulalia’s experienced a beautiful Advent and Christmas season. 

 

On the weekend of February 2/3 there will be a general blessing of the throats to celebrate the feast of 

St. Blaise.  An individual blessing of the throat will be available for anyone who wishes it after Mass. 

 

The parish will celebrate the feast of its patron, St. Eulalia, on February 12 with sung morning prayer 

and a brunch after the 9 a.m. Mass.   

 

Father Bertelli celebrates his 60th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood on February 2.  At Father’s 

request there will be a simple reception in the spring when the weather is better.   

 

Hospitality Committee.   

 

New co-chairpersons are consulting with the former chairman in the organizing of this committee. 

 

Discussion/Implementation of a Year of Kindness 

 

It is hoped that each month the parish will come up with a new kindness project.  One idea is to create a 

calendar with a different act of kindness to be performed for each day of the month.  Another is a paper 

chain of recorded kind deeds done by parishioners and Religious Education students to be started and 

continued throughout the year to demonstrate just how many acts of kindness were actually performed.  

Also, a kindness quilt will be made depicting some of the acts of kindness performed.   

 

Last month a group of parishioners baked six different varieties of cookies and packaged 26 bags to 

distribute to different organizations such as the residents at Drake Village, The Gables, The Little 

Sisters, the homebound, etc.  The cookies were very much appreciated.  There were some children who 

helped with the deliveries.  

 

 

Implementation of Faith in the Fast Lane 

 

The goal of this endeavor is to engage with our faith every day and not just on Sundays.  The first of the 

series will focus on Facebook pages:  St. Eulalia Parish, Vatican News, Archdiocese of Boston, United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops, UCatholic and National Catholic Register.  Suggestions will be 

solicited through our suggestion box in the foyer of the church.  Bulletin announcements will focus on 

different ways we can technologically keep our faith alive on a daily basis. 

 



3 

 

Comments and Concerns 

 

The following were the comments/concerns received: 

• The intentions in the Prayers of the Faithful at last Sunday’s 9 a.m. liturgy were right on target.   

• A parishioner was grateful for the votive candles and hoped that we would have them available 

again. 

• PPC was thanked for having the September and October minutes available in the foyer. 

 

 

PPC Member Comments 

 

The following miscellaneous comments were made by members: 

• A PPC member had visited another parish recently and was impressed that this particular 

weekend everyone attending Mass was given a name tag and each parishioner was invited to talk 

to another.  Coffee and donuts were also provided after Mass so that parishioners could further 

get acquainted.  Also mentioned was the fact that all the parish’s ministries were in their church 

bulletin each week.  Perhaps we should do this more often.  And, finally, another church 

celebrated Bambellini Sunday on the Third Sunday of Advent.  The children in the parish 

brought in the Baby Jesus from their home nativities, the parish provided a small Baby Jesus for 

those children who didn't have one, and all of them were blessed by the presider. 

 

Closing Prayer.  The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


