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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

March 20, 2019 

 

Present: Father Jim Savage, Martha Bujwid, Brian Burke, Jessica Callaghan, Louise Cocuzzo, Brian Collins, 

Mary DeCourcey, Mary Deyst, Claire McKenna, Michael Pescatore (Jr.), Joan Sweeney 

 

Absent:  Doran Donovan, Mike Pescatore (Sr.) 

Opening Prayer.  Jessica Callaghan led us in an opening prayer entitled a Lenten Prayer for Transformation. 

 

Minutes of Meeting.  The February 13, 2019 minutes were accepted as submitted. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Pastor Update. 

 

Father Jim confirmed that Cardinal Sean has granted him senior priest status as of July 1.  Father Jim expressed 

his regret that he could not have told PPC members before announcing his retirement to the parish as a whole.  

This was due to the rescheduling of our March PPC meeting because of the Lenten mission and the new 

administrator having already announced his new assignment to his parishioners.  Father John Kiley will become 

temporary administrator as of July 1.  His term as administrator is for one year.  Our collaborative is not 

scheduled to form until 2021; so, it is unclear what will happen at the end of Father Kiley’s one-year term as 

administrator.  Father Jim did relay to PPC membership that Father Kiley has a connection to St. Eulalia’s in that 

Msgr. Lyons was his pastor at St. Vincent’s in South Boston many years ago. 

 

There are still a number of spring projects to be completed:  a dry well, sealcoating and paving of the parking lot 

and house painting. 

 

After consulting with Father Osterman at St. Mary’s, it was decided that it would be a good time for us to jointly 

hire a youth minister to serve both parishes.  Currently there is a model being used in the Arlington and Lexington 

Collaboratives whereby the role of Religious Education Coordinator for Grades 7-12 has been combined with the 

role of youth minister.  That is the model St. Eulalia and St. Mary’s will use for now as the incoming pastor of the 

collaborative in 2021 may or may not like the model chosen.  It is hoped to have someone in the combined role 

hired by July.  Religious Education classes will continue to be held on both campuses so that each parish will 

keep its own identity. There will only be one coordinator/youth minister.  Father elaborated further by saying that: 

• More than likely youth ministry activities would take place on both campuses. 

• There will be a committee formed to interview candidates for the new position, three parishioners from 

St. Eulalia’s and three from St. Mary’s. 

• The position will be full time.   

• There is currently a temporary coordinator at St. Mary’s.  Our Religious Education Coordinator for 

Grades 7-12 is flexible as she would like to join her husband in California. 

• There are more youth involved in the youth ministry program at St. Mary’s than here.  Combined, Father 

estimates that there would be approximately 130 teenagers in the youth ministry program.   

• An extensive search for the right candidate will be done.  A competitive salary can be offered as both 

parishes will be sharing the cost. 

 

PPC members thought the combined position was a good plan.  One suggestion followed and that was to have at 

least one youth on the search committee. 
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Finance. 

 

OSR.  Donations through February are $349,333 versus $425,626 last year.  Pledges are $618,400 versus 

$557,100 last year with 678 contributors versus 526 last year at the same time.  Approximately $26,000 has been 

donated towards replenishment of the Capital Reserve Fund. 

 

Catholic Appeal 2019.  We have pledges of $52,740, 44% of our $119,915 goal from 97 donors.  We have 

submitted 204 in-pew envelopes, more than meeting our goal of 93.  In-pew envelopes have not yet been 

processed.   

 

Liturgy.   

 

The harpist and St. Patrick’s Day reception following the 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Masses were well received.  The 

mission was also well received at both the morning and evening sessions. 

 

The following events will be taking place: 

• March 27, 2019—Communal Penance Service with St. Mary’s to be held at St. Eulalia’s at 7 p.m. 

• April 28, 2019—Father Bertelli’s sixtieth anniversary of ordination to the priesthood will be celebrated 

after the 9 a.m. Mass in Manion Hall.  Bishop Peter Uglietto will preach.   

• May 18, 2019—Pastor and Volunteers’ Appreciation Night will be held at Anthony’s in Malden Square 

with a cocktail hour beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Volunteers are needed for the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday.  And there will be two adults entering into 

the faith at the Easter Vigil this year.  Both will be baptized, receive first Eucharist and be confirmed. 

 

Hospitality Committee.   

 

The members of the Hospitality Committee recently helped with the collation that took place after two of the 

Masses on St. Patrick’s Day.  There will be a Spaghetti Supper taking place soon and the committee will check 

and see if Lori Pescatore needs more help.  This year the Pancake Breakfast will take place on April 7, the Sunday 

before Palm Sunday.  The committee intends to make sure there are enough volunteers on hand for this event as 

well.  And a family liturgy is planned for Palm Sunday. 

 

There will be a push to have all parishioners register on our new parish software called My Own Church. 

The co-chairs of this committee ask that all PPC members encourage their friends to register and offer to help 

them if needed.  Currently there are only 20 people who have signed up.  The process of registering is really quick 

and easy to do.  It will be helpful for both parishioners and the parish to have this information.  The following 

suggestions were made to help expediate the process: 

• There was a suggestion made to have laptop computers in the foyer of the church after the Masses and 

have volunteers available to help parishioners create an account.  Father Jim suggested that Brian Burke 

contact Cheryl, our business manager, to set this up.   

• Another suggestion was that a document requesting the needed information be placed in the pew for 

parishioners to fill out and then have volunteers enter that information.   

• Another idea was to have the Religious Education secretary send out a notice to all parents requesting 

them to register.   

• Do an e-mail blast with a link to the registration. 

 

This software is thought to be the best way of communicating with parishioners.  Some of the benefits are: 

• Parishioners will be able to see all sorts of information they cannot currently see.   

• It serves to create a database for transmitting information to members of the parish. 
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• For families who do not come to Mass and others, they will be able to view activities that they can 

participate in. 

• A weekly newsletter can be sent detailing events and news.  News of the PPC nomination process can be 

detailed in the newsletter as just one example. 

• If one should be looking for volunteer opportunities, one can scan to the volunteer opportunities page. 

 

PPC Elections 

 

This year’s Election Committee is comprised of:  Brian Burke, Mary DeCourcey, Mary Deyst and Doran 

Donovan.  The following points were made regarding this year’s election process: 

• There should be one list of all nominees on the election ballot. 

• Only one election should be held. 

• Ideally, the election for the youth category should be done before Religious Education ends for the year.  

That cannot be done for this year as it is too late. 

• There will be a Nomination Weekend and an Election Weekend. 

• On Nomination Weekend all those wishing to place their name in nomination and those wishing to 

nominate someone other than themselves will be able to do so.  All names submitted will be on the 

election ballot. 

• Each nominee should submit a picture of themselves and a biographical sketch. 

• There should be three weeks for pictures and biographical sketches to be on the bulletin board for review. 

• Nomination categories should be placed on the nomination form. 

• Nomination Weekend will take place the week after Easter on April 27/28. 

• Election Weekend will take place the weekend of May 18/19. 

• Nomination forms need to be redone. 

• Only one youth needs to be nominated for this year.  Two nominations are needed for the other 

categories. 

 

Comments and Concerns 

 

There were no comments or concerns voiced. 

 

Closing Prayer.  The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


