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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

April 10, 2019 

 

Present: Father Jim Savage, Martha Bujwid, Jessica Callaghan, Louise Cocuzzo, Brian Collins, Mary 

DeCourcey, Mary Deyst, Claire McKenna, Michael Pescatore (Jr.), Mike Pescatore (Sr.), Joan Sweeney 

 

Absent:  Brian Burke, Doran Donovan 

Opening Prayer.  PPC members opened their meeting by praying the Our Father. 

 

Minutes of Meeting.  The March 20, 2019 minutes were accepted as submitted. 

 

Pastor Update. 

 

At the conclusion of the PPC meeting Father Jim returned from hearing confessions and reported on the 

search for the new Religious Education Director/Youth Minister.  He informed PPC that the job 

description should be completed some time this week and the position would then be advertised. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Finance.   

 

OSR—No additional figures are available since last month’s report. 

 

Catholic Appeal—Pledges total $96,710, 81% of our $119,915 goal and 138% of our $70,113 

assessment.  Since we also met 186% of our in-pew goal, we will qualify for a rebate.  The number of 

donors to date is 219. 

 

Liturgy.   

 

We are all being asked to wear red on Palm Sunday.  There will be a family liturgy at 9 a.m. on Palm 

Sunday.   

 

For the triduum there will be sung morning prayer on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday at 

9 a.m.  There will be two Easter Sunday Masses at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.  Bishop Uglietto will say one of 

the 9 a.m. Masses.   

 

Divine Mercy Sunday is April 28, 2019.  There will be recitation of the chaplet and confession. 

 

Hospitality Committee.   

 

The Pancake Breakfast was a huge success with 16 tables being used.  Five hundred dollars was made at 

the Spaghetti Supper. 
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Father Bertelli is celebrating his sixtieth anniversary as an ordained priest on Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 

the 9 a.m. Mass with a reception after in Manion Hall.  The Bannons will coordinate the reception.  

They will need more volunteers.  Father Bertelli has requested that there are to be no gifts. 

 

PPC Elections 

 

The following are the minutes from the PPC’s April 8, 2019 Election Committee.  Issues discussed at 

the meeting included: 

1. Changing the nomination system. 

2. Changing the election system concerning the names on the ballot. 

3. Changing the make up of the election committee. 

4. Widening the scope of getting the ballots to parishioners. 

5. Adding, for next year and the years following, the ability for the teen nominations and elections 

to be held during CCD classes. 

6. Amending the constitution to reflect these changes. 

 

As such, these are the changes that were discussed and are hoped to be implemented: 

1. The nomination forms will be in the bulletin instead of being handed out at Masses.  This will 

allow more thought to go into the nominations as they can take home the form and return it.  

Father Jim printed a form that is currently being used by Sacred Heart and St. Brigid parishes in 

Lexington and it seems to be a good option for us to use. 

2. The election committee be made up of any member who is not running for re-election was 

discussed. 

3. Adding e-mail to the method of distributing nomination forms was also discussed.  E-mails could 

be sent to the parish as a whole, as well as to students in the youth category and their parents. 

 

The following are the changes that were discussed in relation to the constitution, Article V--Elections: 

 

Section 1—Students in ninth grade through 18 years shall be eligible to nominate and vote for members 

in the youth category.  (To further clarify, students can only vote in the Youth Category but the entire 

parish can vote for students in the Youth Category.) 

 

Section 3—Nomination forms shall be distributed to parishioners on or close to the last weekend in 

April as determined by the pastor and the Election Committee.  The deadline for nominations will be 

decided on an annual basis by the pastor and the Election Committee.  Nominations and ballots in the 

Youth Category shall be distributed and collected in the CCD class setting. 

 

Section 4—An election committee shall be composed of members not running for re-election.  All 

nominees shall be contacted by the Election Committee to confirm that they wish to run.  Everyone 

interested will be on the ballot in the appropriate category.  (To further clarify, one only needs one vote 

to be nominated and thus to have their name put on the ballot.  Parishioners will have two weekends in 

which to nominate a candidate.) 

 

Section 5—The exact weekend that the election will occur will be determined by the pastor and the 

Election Committee in conjunction with the PPC. 

 



3 

 

Comments and concerns were as follows: 

• There will be extra nomination forms at the back of the church. 

• If all the information on the nomination form is not completed, it can be looked up. 

• There may be too many nominees and the ballot will be unruly. 

• The nominee’s picture and biographical sketch is the nominee’s responsibility. 

• There may not be enough room in the foyer for all the nominee pictures and biographies.  Maybe 

this information could be placed on the website. 

• The names of those not elected should be kept so they can be contacted to help with parish 

projects/activities. 

• The nomination form will specify the categories. 

 

Faith in the Fast Lane 

 

After Easter there will be a bulletin announcement regarding this initiative.  A question was raised as to 

whether the parish can track how many people are using the site.  The answer provided is that we can 

track how many people use St. Eulalia’s Facebook page.  A suggestion was made that a link to Faith in 

the Fast Lane be put on our website. 

 

Easter Baskets 

 

There were 20 Easter baskets assembled for the children at the Somerville Homeless Shelter and 25 gift 

bags for the adult residents.  There were more than enough articles donated with money for gift cards as 

well. 

 

A reminder was issued that pictures for all activities should be taken for our Facebook page. 

 

Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were voiced: 

• What do you do with old palms?  Response:  Break them up into small pieces and either bury 

them or burn them. 

• There is a need to have evening Masses all year long that encompass two or three or more 

communities. 

• Bible Education classes should meet every night of the week.  Response:  A person can form 

their own study group if they wish. 

 

Closing Prayer.  The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


