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Church of Saint Eulalia 
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

September 18, 2019 
 

Present: Father John Kiley, Jessica Callaghan, Louise Cocuzzo, Brian Collins, Kelly Daugherty, Mary DeCourcey, Ailish Dixon, 
Anna-Marie Ferraro, Adele Hamblett, Claire McKenna, Joan Sweeney 
 
Absent: Leslie Matys, Michael Pescatore (Jr. and Sr.) 

The Meeting was called to order by Claire McKenna, PPC Vice chair 
 
Opening Prayer:  Louise Cocuzzo led PPC members in ‘The Nun’s Prayer’. 
 
Welcome.  PPC’s vice chairperson welcomed all new members to the council. Members introduced themselves and offered 
a few brief words about themselves. 
 
Minutes of Meeting.  The June 12, 2019 minutes were accepted as submitted. 
 
Fr John’s Update:  Fr John provided an update re collaboration and Disciples in Mission.  Disciples in Mission, the pastoral 
plan, has 2 main goals – Evangelization and promoting vocations to the priesthood.   
Regarding Evangelization, take the focus off the parish community and put it on those not coming to church while preparing 
those who are coming to come to a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  Using the analogy of the good shepherd – we’re 
taking care of the 1 while letting the 99 go astray.  This along with vocations to the priesthood will take many years.  
Disciples in Mission and collaboration are the way to cope with only one priest per parish.   
Going forward, collaborations will probably be 2, maybe 3 parishes together.  4 didn’t work in Salem. 
(Note – there is a website for Disciples in Mission for the Archdiocese of Boston and it might be a good idea for all of us to 
find the time to read it – especially as it affects our upcoming collaboration with St. Mary’s.) 
Regarding adult faith formation: Fr John cited a recent PEW survey on the Eucharist that found 70% of Catholics and 80% of 
young Catholics see the Eucharist as a symbol, not the real presence.  In response, beginning October 20, the parish will be 
providing a 6 week Bishop Barron video series on the Eucharist.  It will be shown between the 9 and 11 Masses on Sunday 
with the intent that the parents of children in religious ed classes would attend.  The videos will also be shown Monday 
evenings at 7.  He also suggested the Eucharist video could be shown after a 9 am weekday Mass for those who or can’t 
come after the 9 on Sunday or in the evening. 
 
 
There will also be a fall lecture series – Why become or stay Catholic?  This will be on 3 consecutive Tuesday evenings, 
October 15, 22 and 29.   
Details will be in the bulletin. 
A suggestion was made to videotape the sessions for future use; perhaps make them available on the website or Facebook 
page.   
 
Jessica and Brian will arrange for refreshments of the Sunday series. 
 
Youth Minister Committee:  There is one candidate the committee will ask to come for an in person interview. The 
candidate will be responsible for upper grade faith formation and youth ministry for both St Eulalia’s and St Mary’s. 
  
Committee Reports 
 Finance:  

OSR—Finance Council hasn’t met since June; financial information should be available for the October PPC 
meeting 

Catholic Appeal—Pledges total $119,797, $118 short of our $119,915 goal.  Donors total 278.  Our estimated 
rebate is about $20,000.  108 donors who pledged $20,379 last year did not participate this year.   
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 Liturgy: 
 Parishioner Peter Bujwid will be ordained to the Diaconate on Saturday, 9/21.  He will be doing the homily at the 9 and 11 
Masses on Sunday 9/22.  Fr John explained that deacons today are assigned to a parish near their home, no longer 
guaranteed to be their home parish.  Peter will be assigned to St Agnes Parish in Arlington.  They are given 2 assignments, a 
parish and a diocesan assignment. 
The remaining copies of Bishop Barron’s book – ‘A Letter to a Suffering Church’ will be put out again 9/21- 22 weekend.   A 
suggestion was made to schedule a discussion regarding the book on a future date. 
Anna Marie Ferraro reminded the PPC that the book ‘Rediscover the Saints’ will be made available to parishioners at 
Christmas.   
 
Responses to Fr John’s questions: 
Each PPC member shared their response to Fr John’s 3 questions.   
 
Fr John commented that we should get greeters for all the Masses.  There was some discussion re the healing Mass and the 
difference between the Sacrament of the Sick and the use of Sacramentals for healing.  It was suggested that Fr John 
describe the difference in an article for the bulletin – preferably before the healing Mass with Fr Reilley and Fr Kiley on 
October 17.  
 
Miscellaneous Items 
 
Comments and Concerns 
A parishioner asked why the cantor comes up to the podium for the responsorial psalm and if the lector could stay near the 
lectern when the psalm is being sung instead of going back to their seat. Fr John explained that the psalm is part of the 
liturgy and is therefore proclaimed from the ambo.  There is supposed to be a quiet time after the first reading – there 
should be time for more reflection and contemplation between readings. 
 
Closing Prayer.  Fr John closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathleen Creedon, PPC Secretary  


