
Saint George 
Church 

Morse Bluff 
260 Short Street 

Weekend Masses: Saturday @ 6:00 p.m. 
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

2nd and 4th Sundays @ 8:00 a.m. 
Coffee and rolls: 1st Sunday of the month 

Sacred Heart 
Church  

Cedar Hill 
2750 County Road 27 

   Sunday Masses: 
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays @ 8:00 a.m. 

2nd and 4th Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee and rolls: 2nd Sunday of the month 

 

Third Sunday  
of Advent 

December 15, 2019 
 

To Know, Love, and Serve God 
 

PASTOR: Fr. Dennis Hunt, e-mail: dhunt@gtmc.net, st.gmb@nntc.net and cell phone: (402) 694-8582 
RECTORY: 260 Short Street (68648-4884),  P.O. Box 98, Morse Bluff, NE 68648-0098,  402-666-5280 
 

LITURGY SCHEDULE: MASS INTENTIONS: FEAST DAY: 
Monday 16 Dec  6:00 p.m. St. George +Patricia Minarick	  
Tuesday 17 Dec  7:00 a.m. St. George +Noelle Hruza	  
Wednesday 18 Dec  7:00 a.m. St. George +Peggy Havener  
Thursday 19 Dec  7:00 a.m. St. George +All Souls Day Intentions  
Friday 20 Dec  7:00 a.m. Sacred Heart +Joie & Alice Kavan  

 8:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Holiness of Families  Saturday 21 Dec 
 6:00 p.m. St. George Help for those with Mental Illness 
 8:00 a.m. St. George For our parishioners (Missa pro populo) Sunday 22 Dec 
10:00 a.m. Sacred Heart For Bp James Conley and Archbp George Lucas 

Fourth 
Sunday of 

Advent 
 

Parish Confession Schedule:  Confessions usually heard 30 minutes before all weekend Masses, ending 5-10 minutes before 
Mass.  (Confessions before the 10:00 a.m. Mass may be shortened because of priest’s travel time between parishes.) 
 

Please indicate -Bulletin- in the Subject line to: dhunt@gtmc.net, st.gmb@nntc.net 
 

Mass Times for USA parishes: http://www.masstimes.org/   Parishes:  http://stgmbne.com 
  
SUNDAY LITURGICAL MINISTERS/SERVERS:    

St. George   Reader  Acolyte  Server(s) 
Saturday 21 Dec  6:00 pm Steve Minarick   
Sunday 22 Dec  8:00 am Ted Minarick Mike Brabec  

Sacred Heart    
Sunday 22 Dec 10:00 am Jim Nemec Jeff Bauer  

Announcements 
 

 

December 13, 2019 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
A few weeks ago, I requested from Pope Francis a 
temporary medical leave from my ministry as Bishop 
of Lincoln. The pope has granted my request, and, 
effective immediately, I will be on a leave of 
absence, to be treated for a set of related medical 
problems. 
 

I would like to share with you some information 
about my health because of the friendship I share 
with so many of you, because I do not want you to 
worry unnecessarily, and to avoid any speculation 
about my absence. 
 

I also want to tell you about my health because I 
hope, in some small way, to help lift the stigma of 
mental health issues. 
 

I have been medically diagnosed with depression and 
anxiety, along with chronic insomnia and debilitating 
tinnitus, which is a constant ringing of the ears. For 
months, I’ve tried to work through these issues on 
my own through spiritual direction, counseling, and 
prayer. It has been difficult to accept that my mental 
health problems are real health problems, and not just 
a defect of my character, especially during a year of 
difficulty for our diocese. 
 

But the truth is that depression and anxiety are real 
psychological problems, with medical causes, 
requiring medical treatment. For me, those problems 
have been coupled with physical symptoms: lack of 
energy and exhaustion. 

 
 
 

My doctors have directed me to take a leave of 
absence for medical and psychological treatment, and 
to get some much-needed rest. After prayer, and 
seeking the counsel of my spiritual director, my 
brother bishops, and my family, I have accepted the 
medical necessity of a temporary leave of absence. 
 

I will be at a diocesan retreat facility in the Diocese 
of Phoenix, thanks to the kind invitation of Bishop 
Thomas Olmsted, while I undergo the best 
psychological and medical treatment available to me. 
 

Archbishop George Lucas, the Archbishop of 
Omaha, has been appointed apostolic administrator 
of the Diocese of Lincoln during my temporary 
absence. We have planned for a smooth transition, 
with the full support of my senior staff. 
 

Jesus Christ is the Divine Physician, who offers us 
the grace of healing. I entrust myself to the healing 
power of Christ, and the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 
 

I am grateful to be your bishop, and I love the 
Diocese of Lincoln. It will be difficult to be away. 
Please pray for me, as I pray for you. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Bishop James Conley 



LDCCW President’s Project The Lincoln Diocese 
Council of Catholic Women President has chosen as 
her President's Project to assist Catholic Social 
Services in helping the homeless. The following 
items needed are: tooth paste and tooth brushes, 
deodorant, feminine hygiene products, paper towels, 
toilet paper, shampoo or conditioner (3 to 4.5 ounce 
bottles) and new or gently used sleeping bags for all 
seasons. The above items do not need to be sorted in 
any way. CSS will do the sorting. A box has been 
placed in the back of our churches marked for this. 
Please bring by February 3. They will be turned in 
at the LDCCW winter symposium February 8. 
 
Personal Testimonies: How an Encounter with God 
Leads to a Mission is the theme for the Catholic 
Coffee House. Personal testimonies will be Sunday 
evenings at Gianna Java and Gelato, 2241 O Street, 
Lincoln, 7pm-8:30pm. Presenters are: Dec. 15th, 
Lori Weskamp, Unbound Prayer Team member; 
Jan. 19th, Bob Sullivan, Attorney/Apologist; and 
Feb. 16th, Diane Reiber, Artist/Author. There is no 
fee or registration. Call 402-473-0615 for info.  
 

Dear All—Gianna’s Java & Gelato will be closing 
effective December 21st. The stark reality is the 
coffee shop costs CSS too much to operate and our 
central mission of outreach to the poor and 
vulnerable is being negatively affected because of 
this fact. We are taking care of the Gianna’s 
employees and we thank all of our patrons and 
benefactors for their loyal support. Please come in 
soon as we are having a “Going Out of Business 
Sale” through December 21st. 
St. Gianna’s Women’s Homes (our home for 
women and children escaping from domestic 
violence) is and will continue to be open. 
 

Cemetery Expansion 
The Cedar Hill Cemetery needs to expand and have 
some improvements done.  The boundary will be 
moving to the West (towards the church) to allow for 
4-6 new rows of burial plots. We have already 
removed some trees but we need to repair some 
headstones that were broken due to falling tree limbs, 
get new fencing, grading for the drive and gravel. 
 
Cemetery Exapnsion 
If you have anyone buried in the cemetery or are 
thinking of being buried there, PLEASE consider 
making a donation to help with these upgrades. 
Please spread the word to anyone who may not 
currently be parishioners but have loved ones buried 
here.  Please place your donation in the collection 
basket with a notation “Cemetery Upgrade”. Or you 
may mail your donation to Sacred Heart Cemetery 
Expansion - PO Box 98, Morse Bluff, NE  68648 
Please make your check payable to: Sacred Heart 
CemeteryThank you for helping us with this project. 
- - - The Cedar Hill Cemetery Committee 
-  

 

Additional Confession Times 
St. George Church:  Mon-Thr 6:30 am; Sat  4:00 
pm and 5:30 pm; Tues. Dec. 24 Noon and 3pm 
Sacred Heart Church: Fri 6:30 am; Sat  7:30-
7:55am; 8:30-9:00am 
 

Here is Your God:  Scott Hahn Reflects on the 
Third Sunday of Advent.  Isaiah 35:1–6, 10;  Psalm 
146:6–10;  James 5:7–10;  Matthew 11:2–11 
John questions Jesus from prison in today’s 
Gospel—for his disciples’ sake and for ours. 
He knows that Jesus is doing “the works of the 
Messiah,” foretold in today’s First Reading and 
Psalm. But John wants his disciples—and us—to 
know that the Judge is at the gate, that in Jesus our 
God has come to save us. 
The Liturgy of Advent takes us out into the desert to 
see and hear the marvelous works and words of 
God—the lame leaping like a stag, the dead raised, 
the good news preached to the poor (see Isaiah 
29:18–20; 61:1–2). 
The Liturgy does this to give us courage, to 
strengthen our feeble hands and make firm our weak 
knees. Our hearts can easily become frightened and 
weighed down by the hardships we face. We can lose 
patience in our sufferings as we await the coming of 
the Lord. 
As James advises in today’s Epistle, we should take 
as our example the prophets who spoke in the name 
of the Lord. 
Jesus also points us to a prophet—holding up John as 
a model. John knew that life was more than food, the 
body more than clothing. He sought the kingdom of 
God first, confident that God would provide (see 
Matthew 6:25–34). John did not complain. He did 
not lose faith. Even in chains in his prison cell, he 
was still sending his disciples—and us—to our 
Savior. 
We come to Him again now in the Eucharist. 
Already He has caused the desert to bloom, the 
burning sands to become springs of living water. He 
has opened our ears to hear the words of the sacred 
book, freed our tongue to fill the air with songs of 
thanksgiving (see Isaiah 30:18). 
Once bowed down, captives to sin and death, we 
have been ransomed and returned to His Kingdom, 
crowned with everlasting joy. Raised up we now 
stand before His altar to meet the One who is to 
come: “Here is your God.” 
 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline    
1-800-273-8255        

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
 

Encounter Jesus! 

Christmas Masses 
 

St. George Church 
 Tuesday 24 Dec. 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday 25 Dec.  9:00 a.m. 
 

Sacred Heart Church  
 Tuesday 24 Dec. Midnight. 
        Christmas Hymns at 11:30 pm 

Deanery Advent Penance Service Schedule: 
Multiple Priests at each Penance Service 

 

                                               Tuesday, December 17th:   
           7:00 pm   St. Charles, North Bend 
 

        Sunday, December 22nd: 
           2:00 pm   Ashland, Colon, Mead       
           4:00 pm   Morse Bluff, Davey, Weston, Prague 
           5:30 pm   Valparaiso 
 

        Monday, December 23rd:   
           7:00 pm   St. Wenceslaus, Wahoo 
 


