
Saint George 
Church 

Morse Bluff 
260 Short Street 

Weekend Masses: Saturday @ 6:00 p.m. 
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 

2nd and 4th Sundays @ 8:00 a.m. 
Coffee and rolls: 1st Sunday of the month 

Sacred Heart 
Church  

Cedar Hill 
2750 County Road 27 

   Sunday Masses: 
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays @ 8:00 a.m. 

2nd and 4th Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee and rolls: 2nd Sunday of the month 

 

Second 
Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020 

 
To Know, Love, and Serve God 

 

PASTOR: Fr. Dennis Hunt, e-mail: dhunt@gtmc.net, st.gmb@nntc.net and cell phone: (402) 694-8582 
RECTORY: 260 Short Street (68648-4884),  P.O. Box 98, Morse Bluff, NE 68648-0098,  402-666-5280 
 

LITURGY SCHEDULE: MASS INTENTIONS: FEAST DAY: 
Monday  7 Dec  6:00 p.m. St. George +Pat and Francis Minarick Immac. Conception 
Tuesday  8 Dec  7:00 a.m. St. George For our parishioners (Missa pro populo) Immac. Conception 
   6:00 p.m. Sacred Heart +Marie Sloup Immac. Conception 
Wednesday  9 Dec  7:00 a.m. St. George +All Souls Day Intentions St. Juan Diego 
Thursday 10 Dec  7:00 a.m. St. George +Hattie Pabian  
Friday 11 Dec  7:00 a.m. Sacred Heart +Ethel Kavan St. Damisus I 
Saturday 12 Dec  8:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Leadership in the Church Lady of Guadalupe 
  6:00 P.M. St. George +Bud Musiel Second 

 8:00 a.m. St. George For our parishioners (Missa pro populo) Sunday 13 Dec 
10:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Sacred Heart Altar Society (L/+D) 

Sunday 
of Advent 

 

Parish Confession Schedule:  Confessions will be heard inside the hallway to the Hall at St. George Church from 
5:15 – 5:45 pm on Saturday.  Standing only.    ... also by appointment 
 

Please indicate -Bulletin- in the Subject line to: dhunt@gtmc.net, st.gmb@nntc.net 
 

Mass Times for USA parishes: http://www.masstimes.org/   Parishes:  https://stgmbne.com 
 

Announcements 
 

Immaculate Conception Solemnity –The Immaculate 
Conception is normally a Holy Day of Obligation. Along 
with the masses on December 8th, the evening mass on 
December 7th will be the Vigil. If you are not able to 
attend mass, you can still plan to do something to keep 
the day Holy: Attend mass on-line. Pray the rosary. 
Maybe even a “rosary walk”. Read the beginning of the 
Gospel of Luke. Have a TREAT in Mary’s honor! 
 
The Divine Child’s Birth  Advent leads the Church to 
the Silent Night when God Himself is revealed as one of 
us. This season leads us to the joy of His birth. If God has 
joined His nature to ours, how can we ever allow our 
nature to be despised? If He has come to bring us Divine 
Life, and will return to take us to the skies, how can it be 
all right to throw people in the garbage? May His birth 
shed protection on all about to be born, and as we work to 
end abortion, may we "wait in joyful hope for the coming 
of Our Savior, Jesus Christ."  
 
Benefits of the Rosary: I highly encourage households to 
pray the rosary, from young families to old from singles to 
multitudes. I believe it brings a greater peace and harmony and 
gets the young ones ready to go out and meet the world with its 
challenges, including the evil they will face. Here a few 
benefits of the rosary: 
Benefits of the Rosary 
1. It gradually gives us a perfect knowledge of Jesus Christ.  
2. It purifies our souls, washing away sin. 
3. It gives us victory over all our enemies. 
4. It makes it easy for us to practice virtue. 
5. It sets us on fire with love of Our Lord. 
6. It enriches us with graces and merits. 
7. It supplies us with what is needed to pay all our debts to God 

and to our fellow men; and finally, it obtains all kinds of 
graces for us from Almighty God 

 

Live Streaming Mass 
--  St George Sacred Heart  -- 

Sundays at 10:00 am ≈	
 

Advent Resources - Find Advent practices at 
https://www.catholicculture.org/ under the “Liturgical 
Year” tab under “Advent Season Overview”. You can 
sign up for “The Road to Bethlehem” Advent Journey at 
https://advent.augustineinstitute.org/ to receive 
handpicked Advent videos, talks, and texts. Or you can 
go right to FORMED.org.  
 

The Emmaus Institute for Biblical Studies	—Register 
now for the upcoming online or in-person winter classes 
running through February 18th. Studying Ecclesiastes: A 
Journey Toward a Meaningful Life, The Historical Books 
(Joshua- Maccabees), Heaven Help the Home: 
Recapturing a Biblical Vision of Marriage and Family, 
and Encountering Jesus in The Gospel of Luke. Learn 
more and register now at www.emmausinstitute.net  
Second Sunday of Advent  The theme of repentance 
again is stressed in today’s readings. As John the Baptizer 
prepared the people for the coming of Christ by 
proclaiming repentance, so the Church prepares the world 
for his second coming by likewise proclaiming, and 
opening the way, for repentance. The Church not only 
gives the message of repentance, but gives us all the 
grace we need to live it out. The straight path that has to 
be prepared in the wasteland, the lowering of the 
mountains and filling of the valleys, all represent the 
arduous task of making our own hearts right in the sight 
of God, and also the task of making the “terrain” of 
society and culture right with God.   
Here, the building of a Culture of Life is central. It is, in 
its essence, a preparation for Christ’s coming. We make 
straight the way for welcoming him by welcoming all 
who are created in his image, particularly the poor, the 
marginalized, and the unborn. We strive “to be found 
without stain or defilement, and at peace in his sight” 
(2nd reading) by being at peace with all our brothers and 
sisters, including the unborn, and not stained with the sin 
of rejecting them.  
Listen to Spirit Catholic Radio   ---  102.7 FM  
Spirit Catholic Radio App.  or  spiritcatholicradio.com 

 

Together on a Journey to Sainthood 



“Senator Loeffler (GA) has been fighting to save girls' 
sports, faith-based adoption, and unborn children. Just 
this week, liberal outlets attacked the Georgian senator 
for her philanthropy, of all things. Unbeknownst to most 
Americans, she's been donating her annual salary to a 
group of pregnancy care centers -- something she should 
be praised for, not vilified over! But then, helping 
mothers and saving lives has never been the Left's cup of 
tea”. – Family Resource Center 
	
We Can’t Control COVID (or Much of Anything 
Else)   By: John Stonestreet and Maria Baer 

Breakpoint: Colson Center: 12/2/2020 
In early March, the University of California San 
Francisco held a panel discussion of infectious disease 
specialists on a new virus that had, at that point, killed 
41 Americans. These experts not only estimated that 60 
to 70 percent of America’s population would eventually 
contract the virus, but that our best attempts to contain 
it, either through lockdowns or contact tracing, would 
be, in their words, “basically futile.”  
Today, nine months later, the predictions of this 
particular panel of experts have turned out like most 
other COVID-19 predictions: right on some things, 
wrong on others. It’s not clear just how effective all of 
the quarantining, lock-downing, social distancing, and 
masking has been in reducing the number of infections, 
or why, despite more data, our assumptions about 
COVID-19 remain largely unchanged. And, of course, 
we’ve yet to reckon with the economic, educational, 
and mental health consequences of the policy paths 
we’ve chosen.  
What is clear, more clear than ever in fact, are the base 
set of assumptions we now operate from as Westerners 
and Americans. Catastrophes like COVID always reveal 
worldview. To borrow a phrase philosopher Craig Gay 
uses in his book The Way of the Modern World, we are 
“practical atheists.” A subtle, operational-level form of 
secularism, practical atheism is not necessarily to 
believe that God does not exist. Rather, it’s to live as if 
God does not exist.  
Professor Gay identifies two features of a culture 
operating from a deeply engrained practical atheism. 
First, there is an illusion of control. If there is no Higher 
Power determining the course of human events or 
judging the morality of our actions, the world is a place 
for us to make and remake according to our wishes. 
Grand leaps in science, medicine, and technology only 
deepen the faith we put in ourselves.  
At the heart of our illusions of control is the assumption 
that world is totally understandable. We actually 
believe, Professor Gay says, not only that we can 
“comprehend reality in its totality,” but that “we are 
capable of rendering it stable and predictable.” In other 
words, we will ultimately make the world “work for 
us.” 
That’s a really attractive proposition, of course. 
However, what happens when we face something 
beyond our understanding, something that is an 
existential threat to the “convenient fiction” of our 
control? Like a global pandemic? The answer can be 
seen in how so many U.S. governors approached last 
week’s Thanksgiving holiday: travel restrictions and 
curfews, bans on indoor gatherings, shaming even the 
idea of family gatherings for everyone, not just those at 
higher risk. The governor of my home state of Colorado 
said that gathering with family for Thanksgiving was 
like “putting a loaded pistol to Grandma’s head.” 
How quickly we went from the “we acknowledge we 
can’t control this” of the UCSF panel of experts to the 
“we absolutely can and will control this” of elected 
officials. The shift from “most of us are going to get 
sick but let’s care for and protect the vulnerable” to 
“everyone must avoid getting sick at all costs” is a 
significant one. Now, if anyone contracts COVID, it’s 

not because it’s a novel virus we don’t understand, but 
because someone failed. Practical atheists want control. 
When control is lost, someone is to blame. 
This brings up another characteristic of “practical 
atheism” that Professor Gay rightly identifies: anxiety. 
Anxiety is the inevitable reaction when we realize just 
how out-of-our-control this fallen world is, and how 
fragile our shoulders – which now bear the weight of 
the world without God – really are. 
It’s here that we see how much “practical atheism” has 
permeated the Church. Even for Christians who worship 
God on Sundays, it’s hard not to give in to promises 
that our doctors, or our politicians, or our favorite 
celebrity preachers, or our organic vitamin regimen, or 
our purity rings will fix the world, or at least allow us to 
control all the scary stuff in it. And, we too, are tempted 
to look for someone (or someones) to blame for all that 
seems out of control with our world, whether a global 
pandemic or election results. 
That’s why this moment is such an incredible 
opportunity for the Church. It will reveal our 
worldview, too. A Christian vision allows us to fully 
acknowledge our human limitations to understand 
everything, much less control everything. And yet, in 
this self-awareness, we are anxious for nothing, because 
we know there is a God who not only does understand 
but oversees the world He created and loves. 
 

Please Pray for: Augustine Xavier Reimers, St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary, Theology 1, 2B & 2S, Jeff & 
Patricia Reimers, B: 3/24/98, St. Vincent de Paul, Seward  
 

Straighten the Path: Scott Hahn Reflects on Second 
Sunday of Advent  Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11;  Psalm 85:9–14;  
2 Peter 3:8–14;  Mark 1:1–8 
Our God is coming. The time of exile— the long 
separation of humankind from God due to sin—is about 
to end. This is the good news proclaimed in today’s 
liturgy. 
Isaiah in today’s First Reading promises Israel’s future 
release and return from captivity and exile. But as today’s 
Gospel shows, Israel’s historic deliverance was meant to 
herald an even greater saving act by God—the coming of 
Jesus to set Israel and all nations free from bondage to 
sin, to gather them up and carry them back to God. 
God sent an angel before Israel to lead them in their 
exodus towards the promised land (see Exodus 23:20). 
And He promised to send a messenger of the covenant, 
Elijah, to purify the people and turn their hearts to the 
Father before the day of the Lord (see Malachi 3:1, 23–
24). 
John the Baptist quotes these, as well as Isaiah’s 
prophecy, to show that all of Israel’s history looks 
forward to the revelation of Jesus. In Jesus, God has filled 
in the valley that divided sinful humanity from Himself. 
He has reached down from heaven and made His glory to 
dwell on earth, as we sing in today’s Psalm. 
He has done all this not for humanity in the abstract but 
for each of us. The long history of salvation has led us to 
this Eucharist, in which our God again comes and our 
salvation is near. And each of us must hear in today’s 
readings a personal call. Here is your God, Isaiah says. 
He has been patient with you, Peter says in today’s 
Epistle. 
Like Jerusalem’s inhabitants in the Gospel, we have to go 
out to Him, repenting our sins, all the laziness and self-
indulgence that make our lives a spiritual wasteland. We 
have to straighten out our lives so that everything we do 
leads us to Him. 
Today, let us hear the beginning of the Gospel and again 
commit ourselves to lives of holiness and devotion. 
 

 “Man Who Doesn't Read The Bible Also Chief 
Authority On What Jesus Would Do Today”   

BabylonBee.com (Parody Site) 
 

1-800-273-8255 https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
 

 
 


