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Please consider hos�ng our beau�ful Fa�ma Statue for one week any�me this year.  It has 

been traveling to various homes for more than thirty years.  Not feeling well enough or unable 

to drive – no problem.  Arrangements can be made to accommodate everyone.  You may call 

to schedule the week of your choice. 

 

 

  Gina Norrenberns  (314) 729 - 7190 

  Carolyn Messler  (314) 849 – 1752 

 

 

For more informa�on about Our Lady of Fa�ma, please see the following pages: 



 

The Story 
 Our 
Lady 
 Fatima 

May 13 is the 

anniversary of 

the appari�on 

of Our Lady to 

three shep-

herd children 

in the small 

village of Fa�-

ma in Portugal 

in 1917. She 

appeared six 

�mes to Lucia, 

9, and her 

cousins Francisco, 8, and his sister Jacinta, 6, be-

tween May 13, 1917 and October 13, 1917. 

The story of Fa�-

ma begins in 1916, 

when, against the 

backdrop of the 

First World War 

which had intro-

duced Europe to 

the most horrific 

and powerful 

forms of warfare 

yet seen, and a 

year before the 

Communist revo-

lu�on would 

plunge Russia and later Eastern Europe into six dec-

ades of oppression under militant atheis�c govern-

ments, a resplendent figure appeared to the three 

children who were in the field tending the family 

sheep. “I am the Angel of Peace,” said the figure, 

who appeared to them two more �mes that year 

exhor�ng them to accept the sufferings that the 

Lord allowed them to undergo as an act of repara-

�on for the sins which offend Him, and to pray con-

stantly for the conversion of sinners.   



Then, on the 13th day of the month of Our Lady, 

May 1917, an appari�on of ‘a woman all in white, 

more brilliant than the sun’ presented itself to the 

three children saying “Please don’t be afraid of me, 

I’m not going to harm you.” Lucia asked her where 

she came from and she responded,  “I come from 

Heaven.”  The woman wore a white mantle edged 

with gold and held a rosary in her hand. The woman 

asked them to pray and devote themselves to the 

Holy Trinity and to “say the Rosary every day, to 

bring peace to the world and an end to the war.” 

She also revealed that the children would suffer, es-

pecially from the unbelief of their friends and fami-

lies, and that the two younger children, Francisco 

and Jacinta would be taken to Heaven very soon but 

Lucia would live longer in order to spread her mes-

sage and devo�on to the Immaculate Heart. 

In the last appari�on the woman revealed her name 

in response to Lucia’s ques�on:  

“I am the Lady of the Rosary.” 

That same day, 70,000 people had turned out to wit-

ness the appari�on, following a promise by the 

woman that she would show the people that the 

appari�ons were true. They saw the sun make three 

circles and move around the sky in an incredible zig-

zag movement in a manner which leE no doubt in 

their minds about the veracity of the appari�ons.  By 

1930 the Bishop had approved of the appari�ons 

and they have been approved by the Church as au-

then�c. 

The messages Our Lady imparted during the appari-

�ons to the children concerned the violent trials that 

would afflict the world by means of war, starva�on, 

and the persecu�on of the Church and the Holy Fa-

ther in the twen�eth century if the world did not 

make repara�on for sins. She exhorted the Church 

to pray and offer sacrifices to God in order that 

peace may come upon the world, and that the trials 

may be averted. 

Our Lady of Fa�ma revealed three prophe�c 

“secrets,” the first two of which were revealed earli-

er and refer to the vision of hell and the souls lan-

guishing there, the request for an ardent devo�on 

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the predic�on of 

the Second World War, and finally the predic�on of 

the immense damage that Russia would do to hu-

manity by abandoning the Chris�an faith and em-

bracing Communist totalitarianism.  The third 

“secret” was not revealed un�l the year 2000, and 

referred to the persecu�ons that humanity would 

undergo in the last century: “The good will be mar-

tyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; vari-

ous na�ons will be annihilated'”.  

  

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

The suffering of the popes of the 

20th century has been interpret-

ed to include the assassina�on 

aJempt on Pope John Paul II in 

1981, which took place on May 

13, the 64th anniversary of the 

appari�ons. The Holy Father 

aJributed his escape from cer-

tain death to the interven�on of 

Our Lady: “... it was a mother's 

hand that guided the bullet's 

path and in his throes the Pope 

halted at the threshold of death.” 



What is the central meaning of the message of Fa�-

ma? Nothing different from what the Church has 

always taught: it is, as Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope 

Benedict the XVI,  has put it, “the exhorta�on to 

prayer as the path of “salva�on for souls” and, like-

wise, the summons to penance and conversion.” 

Perhaps the most well known uJerance of the appa-

ri�on of Our Lady at Fa�ma was her confident deca-

lara�on that  “My Immaculate Heart will triumph”. 

Cardinal Ratzinger has interpreted this uJerance as 

follows: “The Heart open to God, purified by con-

templa�on of God, is stronger than guns and weap-

ons of every kind. The fiat of Mary, the word of her 

heart, has changed the history of the world, because 

it brought the Saviour into the world—because, 

thanks to her Yes, God could become man in our 

world and remains so for all �me. The Evil One has 

power in this world, as we see and experience con-

�nually; he has power because our freedom con�n-

ually lets itself be led away from God. But since God 

himself took a human heart and has thus steered 

human freedom towards what is good, the freedom 

to choose evil no longer has the last word. From that 

�me forth, the word that prevails is this: “In the 

world you will have tribula�on, but take heart; I 

have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33). The message 

of Fa�ma invites us to trust in this promise. 

The above Story of Our Lady of Fa�ma was taken from 

the following website:   

h#p://www.catholicmariandevo�ons.com/may-13th-our-

lady-of-fa�ma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As St. Louis De 

MonPort describes 

in his wri�ngs devo-

�on to Mary is abso-

lutely necessary for 

us in our spiritual 

life. God’s will for 

each of us is that we 

be holy as God is ho-

ly. Chosen soul, living 

image of God and 

redeemed by the pre-

cious blood of Jesus 

Christ, God wants you to become holy like him in this 

life, and glorious like him in the next . It is certain 

that growth in the holiness of God is your voca�on. 

And he says that this work of our sanc�fica�on is a 

greater masterpiece than all of crea�on. 

So we need God’s grace in order to become holy and 

St. Louis teaches us that the most sure means of do-

ing so is to find Mary, to be wholly devoted to her, 

to consecrate our lives to her and to go to Jesus 

through her. Now, I say that to find this grace of 

God, we must find Mary. Mary who has been de-

clared by God to be full of grace is a great giE from 

God given to us by Jesus from the cross. When Jesus, 

therefore, saw his mother, and the disciple standing, 

whom he loved, he saith to his mother; Woman, Be-

hold thy son.  A5er that, he saith to the disciple; Be-

hold thy mother. And from that hour the disciple 

took her to his own. Mary who is full of grace has 

been given to us by God. Given to us by Jesus to be 

our spiritual mother in the order of grace. Jesus 

knows that we need Mary to fully and totally coop-

erate with his will. 

Go to Jesus through Mary. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee! 

Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 Fr. David Wade DeCoste 

Chaplain for Our Lady of Grace Monastery 

The above picture and le#er were taken from the follow-

ing website: h#p://www.albini.net/themariandevo�ons/?

p=1 


