
  1 of 2 

“Conscription: Our Response to God” 
Contemplative Thoughts during this Pandemic 

 

Dennis Winschel 
 

In his book, The Sacred Fire, Fr. Ronald Rolheiser  O.M.I., offers the idea of 
“conscription” as the process through which God eventually draws us into the Kingdom 
of Heaven / Reign of God.  Conscription means “being drafted”.  Rolheiser offers the 
idea that God invites us or draws us into communion or the Kingdom of God. He 
suggests that most of us don’t respond freely and willingly to God, so God finally drafts 
us into the Kingdom. This is another way of saying, “God saves us”. 
 
If God is in the process of conscripting us into His Kingdom, then we need to pay 
attention to how we respond to being drafted.  Unfortunately, we tend to over focus on 
God and under focus on ourselves. We focus on what we want God-to-do and not on 
what we-are-doing. 
 
The current quarantine situation can be understood spiritually as God conscripting us or 
drawing us into solitude.  If we see this as God’s initial drafting of us into solitude, then 
we need to focus on how we are responding to this solitude.  
 
In Scripture the desert is the place of God’s conscription. The desert was both the 
metaphor and the experience of solitude.  The purpose of this solitude was so that 
these people could face themselves more clearly.  Understood spiritually, solitude 
includes the elements of external quiet and being alone, and internal quiet and stillness 
for the purpose of self-reflection and self-awareness. In these moments of quiet we 
are forced to face ourselves. We have to look at ourselves. This is either something you 
accept and embrace or you fear and reject.  
 
Scripture offers two stories that reveal how people respond to God’s conscription. 
The two stories reveal two different human responses to God, not two different 
Gods! The two stories reveal us to ourselves.  
  
The  Exodus event is the first example which reveals to us how most people respond to 
God’s conscription. The Book of Exodus tells the story of a people who want God to 
save them.  Yet they resist and resent God’s action because it leads them into the 
desert. They respond by:  
 

• Wishing to return to their idealized past.  
• Wanting God to deliver them and save them from their own experience, so that 

they can go back to the way it was. 
• Looking for someone to blame or fight.  
• Projecting their resistance onto God as “the Lord of Hosts”. This title means “God 

of the heavenly armies”.  It is more of a projection of what they want God to be 
rather than a revelation of who God is. 
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When you make God over into a projection of your own desires, then it is easy to justify 
your own actions. When you make God judgmental and violent, then you can justify 
your own judgments and violence.  
 
The second story is of Jesus being led into the desert after his Baptism (Matt 4:1). 
Jesus responds differently to God.  He reveals a different human response by his 
willingness to embrace solitude. In this solitude he faces himself.  He comes out of the 
desert with a clearer self-understanding as illustrated in his response to his temptations 
(Luke 4:1-13).  In accepting and embracing the solitude of his desert experience, Jesus: 
 

• Sees himself more clearly and deeply as a “Son of God”. 
• Realizes God is with him and within all creation, so he can  
• Lives in the present moment reading “the signs of the times”.  
• Looks to carry His cross and not to blame others, which  is what he invites his 

followers to do.  
• Emerges as the “Lamb of God” (Jn 1:29)— a title that recognizes the non-violent 

Way of the Cross.  
 
The process of embracing solitude leads one into being a totally different person than 
the one who resists and resents solitude.   That is because this is a story of revelation.  
It reveals who God is, AND  how we are to respond and who we are to become. Christ 
shows us the way of conscription. Christ is the Way of Conscription. The way of 
Conscription is the Way of the Cross.  
 
What about you?  How are you responding to this solitude?  What is your response 
revealing to you about YOU?  Spiritually you are invited to pay attention to how you 
respond to this solitude! 
 
We prepare for the process of conscripted solitude, through a daily practice of solitude. 
And the experience of conscripted solitude can open the door for us to the need for 
daily solitude. The acceptance of solitude as planned discipline means that you have 
embraced self-reflection as a way of life by finding a quiet place— a place of solitude. 
This takes courage. This is not easy but it is necessary.  The initial reaction  of 
uneasiness and fear  may be one of the main internal obstacles for embracing solitude. 
However, facing your fear leads one to seeing the Truth.  This Truth sets you free. Or to 
say it in a different way > the acceptance of solitude through self-reflection and self-
awareness, is the path to communion, the path of heaven to heaven.  
 
Richard Rohr says, “Most people don’t see things as they are (acceptance). They see 
things as they are (projection)! (“Contemplative Seeing”, Friday December 2, 2016).  In 
other words, most people have not done the necessary inner work with solitude to see 
the world clearly. Instead, they project their view onto the world and treat their own view 
as if it were absolute. They will fight mightily to defend it.  
 
We have been conscripted into solitude.  The Church offers us liturgical seasons as 
times of conscription— time for us to be drawn nearer to God by God. 
 
You have two paths; two ways to respond. Pay attention to how you respond. 


