
 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Computer … 
 

Making Some Changes  

in Our Celebration of the Eucharist 
With the promulgation of the new Center for Disease 
Control & Prevention (CDC) guidelines on May 13, 2021, 
specifically regarding the wearing of masks, on May 14, 
Archbishop Rozanski gave permission for pastors to 
incorporate those new guidelines into our gathering to 
celebrate the Eucharist.  The Archbishop sent out other 
instructions regarding schools and sports, but I am 
limiting this article to our gathering for the Eucharist. The 
rest of this article may seem tedious, dare I say “boring,” 
but I want to make sure all the pertinent details are 
included. 
 

 The Mask Mandate 
Effective immediately, the wearing of a mask for any 
event on our campus or at any other Archdiocesan 
entity only applies to anyone who has not 
received a vaccination against the COVID-19 
virus.  The mandate to wear a mask remains in effect 
for children between the ages of 2 and 12 who are 
not yet eligible to receive the vaccination.  (Age 2 is 
the CDC guideline on mask wearing.) 
 

Even if you have been vaccinated, please feel free to 
continue to wear a mask or have one with you.  For 
the time being, I will continue to wear a mask until I 
have a better sense of your comfort in me not 
wearing a mask. 
 

As we change what our social distancing will be, you 
may choose to still wear a mask if it makes you more 
comfortable. 
 

 Social Distancing & Attendance Capacity 

Again, pastors been given permission by the 
Archbishop to determine what our capacity will be 
and what our social distancing will be.  After 
discussing the matter with parishioners and staff, I 
have decided to do the following: 
 

1. We will continue to keep an empty pew in 
between pews where parishioners are seated. 

 

2. We are reducing the distance between people 
from 6 ft. to 3 ft.  The presumption is you can 
make the decision on how close you want to sit to 
someone else.  This is another reason you may 
want to wear your mask. 

3. With changing our social distance to 3 ft., we are 
also increasing our capacity to 175 in church. 

 

4. I know that everyone has their favorite place to 
pray when they come to Mass.  However, in order 
to seat 175 people in our Church while 
maintaining our 3 ft. social distance, I am asking / 
urging folks who come by themselves or with one 
another person to sit in pew #1, #3 or # 5 in the 
front 3 sections of Church.  In case you’re 
wondering, no, you are not seen on the 
livestream and no, you will not be called on to 
answer a question in my homily. 

 

5. With the adjustments in our social distancing and 
attendance in Church, we won’t be using the 
Parish Hall for overflow.  This includes this 
Sunday’s 11:00 am Mass that celebrates 
Pentecost and honors our retirees.  We’ve 
been able to transfer everyone from the Hall to 
the Church.  Obviously, in the weeks ahead, if 
our numbers consistently stay in the 175 / 180 
range, we may need to open the Parish Hall back 
up for overflow. 

 

6. At the end of Mass, in trying to maintain some 
social distancing, I would ask that you not 
congregate in the back of church or in the 
vestibule to chat with other friends and 
parishioners.  “Take it outside!” now that the 
winter has passed. 

 

 Sign Up Genius 
Effectively immediately, you no longer need to sign 
up for weekday Masses. 
 

However, for the time being you will still need to 
sign up for weekend Masses.  The reasons we are 
asking you to do that is in case we need to do contact 
tracing, but also so that our hospitality ministers will 
know how much “space” they have to work with when 
assisting parishioners find seats in Church. 
 

 Etc. 
 Masks and hand sanitizer will still be available in 

the vestibule. 
 The pews will continue to be sanitized after each 

Mass. 
 

These changes are effective this weekend, May 22 / 23.  
When other changes are allowed, we will implement them 
in a timely manner.                         - Fr. Chuck Barthel 


