
 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Computer … 
 

Welcome Back! 
     Next weekend marks our “official” return to celebrating 
the Eucharist here at our Parish as we had been prior to 
March 14 /15, 2020.  That was the weekend when 
Archbishop Carlson gave a dispensation which lifted the 
obligation to attend Sunday Eucharist during the 
pandemic.  No one could have guessed that it would be 
15 months later when that dispensation would be lifted.  
In this bulletin article, I am going to first restate who may 
be dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Then, in bullet fashion, I will state what changes will be 
taking  place and when.  But first I offer an editorial 
opinion. 
 

     Although it may be a legal term, I wish we would no 
longer use the word “obligation” to describe that which is 
both a privilege and a responsibility, namely, to gather as 
a priestly people for the celebration of the Eucharist on 
the Day of the Lord.  From a presider’s perspective, I 
have always found the liturgies that were most engaging 
and celebratory were the ones when no obligation to 
attend was attached to a particular Mass.  The best 
examples of that are our Thanksgiving Day liturgies and 
the liturgies of the Sacred Triduum.    
 

     Having said that, first of all, I would like to welcome 
back anyone who has not been able to fully participate in 
the celebration of the Eucharist over this past year!  Our 
Sunday numbers have grown over the past few months 
as more and more people have been vaccinated and are 
more comfortable in being in the company of others who 
are not part of their extended family.  Even though the 
dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
has been lifted by Archbishop Rozanski, there is still in 
effect the normal dispensation regarding reasons for not 
attending the Sunday celebration.  That dispensation is 
given to those who are ill, homebound, have a 
compromised immune system or find themselves 
particularly vulnerable and susceptible to diseases or 
viruses.  For this reason, we will continue to 
livestream all of our parish liturgies. 
 

The Bullet Points 
 Please continue to wear a mask if you are not 

vaccinated.  This directive also includes children 
who have not yet been vaccinated.  If you are 
vaccinated, please feel free to continue to wear a 
mask as a precaution or to be in solidarity with 
others. 

 You will no longer be asked to make an attendance 
reservation via Sign-Up Genius. 

 

 We will no longer require people to be socially 
distanced from one another, unless you choose to do 
so.  The numbers will be removed from the pews and 
we will no longer leave every other pew empty. 

 

 Holy water will be returned to the fonts.  There will be 
a special blessing of the water next weekend. 

 

 The only sanitizer available will be from the pedestal 
dispensers. 

 

 The Breaking Bread hymnbook will be returning.  We 
will no longer be using worship aids in Church, except 
for songs not in our hymnbook or for special 
occasions.  There will be a link for a worship aid on 
website for those who are participating via livestream. 

 

 The Emergency Procedure cards and the Assembly 
Response cards will also be returned to the book 
racks. 

 

 The Sign of Peace is to continue as a verbal only 
exchange.  

 

 The distribution of the Chalice of the Precious Blood 
during Holy Communion remains prohibited. 

 

 We will resume processing forward to receive Holy 
Communion. 

 

 If someone desires to receive the Body of Christ on 
the tongue, please let the presider or deacon know 
before Mass begins and please be the last person in 
the Communion procession.  

 

 Baskets for recycling worship aids will no longer be 
needed. 

 

 The tables for bulletins will remain in the vestibule. 
 

 The Church will be sanitized as part of our regular 
Church cleaning. 

 

 Our liturgical ministries will begin again in August. 
 

 It bears repeating:  Please continue to wear a mask if 
you are not vaccinated. 

- Fr. Chuck Barthel   
 


