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S   B  
      Infant baptisms are celebrated throughout the year 
except during the season of Lent. Parents are to be 
registered members of the parish and are encouraged to 
call the rectory for an initial appointment during the 
pregnancy.   
 

C  I   A  
     Any adult seeking to become a fully initiated member 
of the Catholic Church is invited to call the rectory. 

S   M  
     Arrangements for the Sacrament of Marriage are to 
be made by the prospective bride and groom with the 
priest or deacon at least nine months before the 
wedding. 

A   S  
     Communal celebrations of the Anointing of the Sick 
are offered seasonally.  Contact the parish office to 
request the sacrament for yourself or a family member . 

M  T  
 

Monday-Friday  8:30 a.m. Mass in Church 
Saturday    4:30 p.m. (Anticipatory) 
Sunday    9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

S   R   
Saturday   3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. or by appointment  

 
 
 

M  D  
Rosary                Daily after 8:30 a.m. Mass 
                           Sunday 6:30PM in Caton Chapel 



From the Pastor’s Computer… 

The Immaculate Conception 
Original Sin—Original Blessing 

     This Thursday, December 8, we celebrate the 
solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.  Our 
Masses for that day are at 8:30 am and 6:30 pm.  
(Please note the change in time for the evening 
Mass.)  Because the Gospel for the Mass is the 
Annunciation — when Mary learns that she is to be 
the mother of the Son of God — there has been some 
confusion as to whether the solemnity celebrates 
Mary being conceived in the womb of Ann OR Jesus 
being conceived in the womb of Mary.  The answer 
is it’s about Mary being conceived in the womb of 
Ann. 

     There are some Church terms associated with this 
solemnity that I would like to offer a few thoughts 
on. 

     Immaculate Conception:  Early Christian piety 
believed Mary’s conception and birth to have been a 
miracle in the same sense as the birth of John the 
Baptist to Zechariah & Elizabeth, or Isaac’s birth to 
Abraham & Sarah — a child born in the barrenness 
of old age.  Because of her future role in the plan of 
salvation “from the first moment of her conception, 
Mary was kept entirely free from the stain of original 
sin by a singular grace and privilege of Almighty 
God.”  This prepared the way for her future yes to 
the Holy Spirit at the Annunciation. 

     Original Sin:  If I were to ask what you think 
about when you hear the words “original sin,” 
eventually the answer would be the sin committed by 
Adam & Eve in the Garden of Eden when, having 
been tempted by the serpent, they ate of the fruit 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  On 
a first level of understanding, the original sin is that 
God said “don’t” and Adam & Eve “did.”  What was 
the temptation from the serpent?  “If you eat of this 
tree, you will become like God.”  That’s an odd 
proposal, since they were already made in the image 
& likeness of God.  This is where we move to the 
second level of understanding of what original sin is. 

 

     If what the serpent said to Adam & Eve would 
come true — that they would be like God — why 
would they need God?  They would no longer find 
themselves to be dependent upon God as creature / 
son & daughter. 

     Once this happens, things start to snowball.  
Adam & Eve are filled with shame as they become 
aware of their nakedness / vulnerability.  Again, the 
oddity is they were naked before eating of the fruit 
and were not bothered by it.  In Genesis 3, as God 
enters the Garden looking for them, they become 
afraid:  afraid of what might be the consequences of 
their actions and afraid of their own brokenness.  
When God finally sees them, Adam’s response to 
God’s 2nd question as to how did this happen is to 
blame Eve, who, in turn, blames the serpent.   So 
now we have disobedience, shame, fear and blame.  
And the snowball continues to grow bigger!  This is 
the context of the original sin.  We believe that it is 
a part of the human condition, save for Jesus and 
Mary. 

     Original Blessing:  Before the original sin there 
was the original blessing.  I suspect that many of us 
are more familiar with the term original sin, rather 
than original blessing.  Why that is would be a topic 
for a bulletin article for another day. 

     We discover what the original blessing is from 
the first 2 chapters of Genesis. God brought order 
out of chaos / all that God created was good / we 
were made in the divine image and likeness / we 
were entrusted as stewards of creation / companions 
are important.  With all those blessings, Adam & 
Eve were told not to do one thing: “You are not to 
eat of the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil.” And that is what the original blessing is.  

     You’ve just read the Cliff Notes version of the 
Church’s teaching on original blessing, original sin 
and the Immaculate Conception.  What sets us free 
from the power that original sin has in our life—the 
sinful world into which we are born — is the 
anointing with the oil of sanctification, the 
renunciation of sin and the pouring of water when 
we are baptized. 

              -Fr. Chuck Barthel 



  Parish Nurse’s Corner 

Advent Blessings! As we reflect upon the first Sunday of 
Advent, representing Hope, Our Lord rekindles, in our 
own hearts, Hope in our Eternal salvation. This second 
Sunday of Advent, representing Faith (other sources site 
Peace and Preparation), rekindles in our hearts, not only 
the desires to prepare ourselves, but also evangelize, 
encouraging others to prepare for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We are called to share these messages 
with those we live with, care for, and visit. During 
vulnerable times of illness, struggles, loneliness and 
grief, our prayers and sharing of sacred scripture are so 
needed. God Bless All as we lovingly serve one 
another.   

 

Michele,  your Faith Community Nurse  

 

                  

                               EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

“The Lord is King; he is robed in majesty.”  
Ps. 93:1 

 

The Adoration schedule is as follows:     
 

 Tuesday       9:00AM - 8:00PM 
 Wednesday  9:00AM - 6:00PM    
 Thursday      4:00PM - 9:00PM 

Please call Pat Dean at 314-842-1887 or email: 
pmdean621@yahoo.com if you have any questions. 

 

  

to Mary, Mother of the Church 
 

     If you are visiting us, we pray that through our worship, you may see us as a radiant light in the world and a bold 
witness to those whose lives we touch, inspiring them to love one another as God loves us.   
 

     If you are new to the area and would like more information about Mary, Mother of the Church, please contact us by 
coming into the parish office Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m. or Friday  9:00 a.m. - 4 p.m. You can 
also email: agaravaglia@marymother.org or call us at  314-894-1373.   
 

We hope you find a home here among friends who pray together, work together and play together. 
 

Welcome our new parishioners: 
 

•   Kevin Brady           •    Kim Schuler               •   Carol Dailing 
 

To make it easier for our new members to get acquainted with us, please wear your nametags. 

 
    Bulletin Deadline 

 

    Because of the Holliday deadline from the bulletin 
publisher the dates for submitting articles are: 
   Bulletin date           Submission date 
   December 11        December   5 by noon 
   December 18        December   6 by noon 
   December 25         December  12 by noon 
   January       1                December  19 by noon 

 

Thank you for your understanding.    

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 

     We declare, pronounce and define that the doctrine 
which holds that the Blessed Virgin Mary, at the first 
instant of her conception, by a singular privilege and 
grace of the Omnipotent God, in virtue of the merits of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of mankind, was preserved 
Immaculate from all stain of original sin, has been 
revealed by God and therefore should firmly and 
constantly be believed by all the faithful.  
  Pope Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, December 8, 1954 
 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day 
of Obligation and is on Thursday, December 8th.  
Mass times are:     •  8:30 am 
                               •  6:30 pm  
 

     The office will be closed on Thursday because of 
the feast day. 

Respect Life Committee 
 

     The Respect Life Committee will meet on  

 December 7 

 Upper Annex 

 7pm - 8pm 

 All are welcome to join us. 



 

 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 

SUNDAY December 4 

9:00 AM -  Ron Waeckerle  † 
11:00 AM -  Our Parish Family 

 

MONDAY December 5 
8:30  AM -  Allison Poirrier † 

 

TUESDAY December 6 
 8:30 AM -  TZ Elinor † 

 

WEDNESDAY December 7 
8:30 AM -  John Hoffmeier † 

 

THURSDAY December 8 
8:30 AM - Our Parish Family 

7:00 PM - Nancy Stockmann † 

FRIDAY  December 9 
8:30 AM - Meredith Neu † 

SATURDAY December 10 
4:30 PM - Marilyn LeVan† 

SUNDAY December 11 

9:00 AM - Sandra Cantrell † 
11:00 AM - Our Parish Family  

 

† Denotes those who are deceased 

           

 

 
 
 

Bridge Bread will be available for purchase next 
weekend  12/10 & 12/11 after all Masses.  
 

     Bridge Bread values their relationship with Mary, 
Mother of the Church so much and have often 
commented on our overwhelming support. We trust in its 
continuance. 
 

     Volunteers are needed to help on the days of the 
sale. Please call Pat Tobin at 636-282-1012 for more 
information or to volunteer.  

Readings for  
Sunday,  December 4 - Sunday,  December 11 

 
 

Sunday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
  Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12  
 

Monday:  Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26 
 

Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; 
  Mt 18:12-14 
 

Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10;  
  Mt 11:28-30 
  

Thursday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6,  
  11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
 

Friday:  Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
 

Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16,  
  18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
 

Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10; 
  Mt 11:2-11  

       

The Words of Everlasting Life 

Advent Week Two 
 

Embrace God’s transforming presence in our lives to 
share His Light with all.  

 
     In the readings for the Second Sunday of Advent 
(Isaiah 11.1-10, Romans 15.4-9, Matthew 3.1-12) the 
challenge to transform continues as we are challenged to 
strive for Justice and to  “welcome one another, then as 
Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God” (Rom 15:7). 
Our Catholic social teaching on immigration tells us to 
welcome the stranger among us.  The stranger may be 
an immigrant, an isolated neighbor or colleague. The 
stranger may be members of another parish as All 
Things New becomes a reality. In fact, we may be the 
stranger trying to assimilate into a larger parish family. 
We would certainly like to be welcomed. 



   

Contemplative Corner #294 

To be contemplative is to adopt a posture of openness to 
the Presence and Action of God in all things and at all 
times. As we expectantly await our own future as a 
parish and an archdiocese, the welcoming posture of 
contemplation can be brought to bear. Brian McLaren 
reflects on a contemplative relationship to the future: 
 
There are some people who would find it dangerous that 
we are even asking this question [of our future], because 
to raise the question of the future of Christianity 
suggests that the future might be different than the past 
or the present. . . . If we were to look at some positive 
trends and say, “Oh, the future of Christianity is bright! . . 
.,” there’s a certain way that that kind of positive and 
even wishful thinking could then give us . . . permission 
to say, “Everything’s going to be fine. I can return to my 
previously scheduled apathy and complacency.” 
 
There’s another way of answering the question that 
says, “The future of Christianity is [bleak] and terrible 
and hopeless.” And we could succumb to a kind of 
despair or a cynicism that would allow us to say, 
“Nothing I can do about it. It will be what it will be. . . .” 
And that would allow us to return to our previously 
scheduled apathy and complacency. 
 
But there’s another way of asking this question and 
engaging it with an open heart, an open imagination, an 
open mind. And that’s a way that leads to a sense of 
empowerment for us to be open to the ways that the 
future of Christianity could be influenced . . . 
 
Christianity’s actual history is a story of change and 
adaptation. We Christians have repeatedly adapted our 
message, methods, and mission to the contours of our 
time. What might happen if we understand the core 
Christian ethos as creative, constructive, and forward-
leaning? 

 
 
 
 
 

With the Sensational Seniors 
 

Please join us for our Christmas Party   

 Thursday 12/15  

 at noon in the Parish Hall. 

 Entertainment  by Emma Klues with 
her Laughter Yoga  

  
You will be served roast beef, gravy, potatoes, 
vegetable, salad, roll & butter. Plus coffee and 
tea.  No need to bring anything except your 
appetite & smiles. 
 

Please be sure to wear your name tags and your 
finest holiday wear. 
 

Please be sure to use our SignUp Genius so we 
can plan properly. 
 

Thanks, 
Sue Fuchs   618-791-6782 

Decorating for Christmas 

 

     The Christmas Liturgy Planning committee will be 
decorating the Church for Christmas after the 11:00 
Mass on Sunday, December 18 and would love to 
have your help. 

 

     If interested and available either day, please meet 
near the St. Anne Room (cry room) immediately 
following mass.  

 

Night of song and praise 
 

O come, and dial down your hectic Christmas pace 
by joining the Contemplative Prayer Group on: 

 
 Tuesday, December 20, 2022 
 7 PM. in church 

     Contact Jeanne Rothermel at 314-724-6736 for 
more information. 

Advent Prayer Service and  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

     Please join us for  an Advent Prayer Service and 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
 

 Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

 7:00 pm in Church 
 
     Prepare your hearts for the coming of Christ and the 
fulfillment of God’s plan of salvation. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for our Beloved Deceased 

 

In your kindness, please pray for the souls of  the  
deceased members of our parish. 

 

Marie Krausz, aunt of Jeanette Sloan  
and Fran Mazanec 

 

Marianne Adolph, cousin of Linda Lecata 
 

May they and all the faithful rest in the eternal  
embrace of our Risen Savior. 

 

December 2022 Milestone Anniversaries 

Years Name Wedding Date 

10 John & Lori Opager 12/29/2012 

25 Dan & Joyce DeLarber 12/05/1997 

30 John & Angie Altgilbers 12/18/1992 

30 Dave & Marlene DeNoyer 12/18/1992 

35 John & Judy Barada, III 12/26/1987 

65 George & Ruby Eifert 12/24/1957 

 
 

    5 year Milestone Anniversaries 

 

Remembering those who  
have asked for our prayers 

 

Mari Gilb, Pat Honig, Bob Lieb, Pat Tobin,  
Rita Mosblech, Jim Hudson, CeCe Herr, Julie Hogan, Marie 

Harthill, Helen Collins, Pat Cordes,  
Jean McEnery, Kathleen Riggio, Joy Kleucker, Nancy McGrath, 
Craig Franks, Ruby Eifert, Larry & Pat Jones, Margie Brenner, 

Joe Reker, Laura Klages,   Amy Carroll Wolfe,  
Judy Lesmeister, Jerry Marshall, Rose Klier, Ken Kremer,   

George & Ruby Eifert, Marie Winschel, Dave Ziegler,  
Ann Huesling, Deacon Dick Coffman, Maureen McCourt,  
Ann Hagensieker, Claudine Wucher,Ron & Chris Hack,  

Carolyn Hebenstreit,  Karen Morris, Bill Duke 

Daughter/Daughter-in-law of John Ivanko, Mike Jarvis,  
Deacon Randy & Mary Anne Howe, Marilyn Keutzer,  

Jim & Grace Dawson, Mike & Chris Schmitz, John Winkle,   
Joe & Evelyn Reker, Paul Leicht, Lydia Chamberlain,  

Laureen & Joe Wilder, Marylee & Mike McColl,  
Kathy Davidson,  Jule & Antonia Zach,  

Mother /Mother-in-law of Steve Krieger, Maria Clancy,  
Tammy Bayes, Mark Argent, Angela Hapgood, Diane Wilcox 

Father/Grandfather of Laura Getsey, Ted Dolter 
Mary Chamberlain, Krystn Smerecki, Emilee Smerecki 

Sister /Sister-in-law of Nancy Forsythe, Joe Rinke,  
Gloria Wind, Fran Winker, Jane Lewis, Anita Anton,   

Lydia Chamberlain,  Deacon Dick Coffman, Nancy McGrath 

Brother /Brother-in-law of Mary Rees, Karen Morris,  
Carol Owens, Val Pike, Mary Ann Howe, Val Pike,  

Paul Schulte, Ruth Spray, Judy Belford,  
Trisha & Tom Brockhaus, 

Granddaughter/Grandson of Mark & Nancy Muehl,  
Karen Morris, Kathleen Kidwell, John Winkle,  

Marie & Paul Leicht, Jean & Bob Taylor, Carlene Maurath, 
Mary Simitjis 

Niece/Nephew/Grand-nephew of Mark McAnany,  
Barb Foley, Carol Brophy, of the Shivelys, Jane Goeke,  

Len & Maureen Valentine, The Willmerings,  
Pat & Tom McInroy, Dave Klein 

 

Cousin of Lydia Chamberlain,  

Family of  Barb Van de Reit 

Friends of the Shivelys, Marcia Dohack, Chris Hack,  
Margaret Poirrier, the Foleys, Norma Nisbet, Jane Lewis,   

Mike & Marisue Balek, Karen Morris, Jane Goeke,  
Sharon Torregrossa, Mary Gudinas, the Anton family,  

David & Julie Welch, Trish Willmering, the Lacata Family, 
Alice Weis  

 

Please call the office when you or your loved ones are 
better so we can revise the list. 

 

 

    A Thank you from EnergyCare:  
 

Financial assistance with utility bills for those 
facing loss of gas/electric service. 
 

Thank you for your generous gift which has helped to 
provide local seniors and families with a safe, healthy 
home environment. We are grateful for friends like you as 
we continue saving lives by degrees. 
 

Even before the pandemic, many of our clients struggled 
to afford utility bills. “Energy burden” is a simple 
calculation with a complicated reality for many St. 
Louisans on fixed incomes. The most vulnerable of our 
communities, low-income seniors and families, often 
living in less energy efficient, old housing, are forced by 
circumstance to spend a higher portion of their income on 
utilities. With rising energy costs, and limited incomes, 
many people are in the situation of never “getting back on 
their feet.”  As we move from summer heat to the cold of 
winter, your support helps keep St. Louis seniors safe at 
home. 
 

Thank you again, Tim O’Dea, Executive Director 



Pray for Those Serving in the Armed Forces 

 

SPC US Army Ethan Bagwell -  
Grandson of Jane Hackett 

SPC US Army Kyle Bean -  
Great-Nephew of Rich & Barbara Hantak  

2Lt US Army Joseph Chellis -  
Grandson of John & Trudy Chellis 

Lt. Timothy Clemens - Grandson of Vivian Burlison 
SR. Ryan Clancy - Son of Matt & Maria Clancy 
Chris Conkel - Grandson of Joe & Betty Follmer 
George Eifert II  - Son of George & Ruby Eifert 

George Eifert III - Grandson of George & Ruby Eifert 
Tyler Allen Genasci - Grandson of Joe & Ev Reker 

Capt. Ed Hubbel - Friend of the Rogers Family  
Capt. Timothy J. Kinmartin Jr. -  

Son of Tim & Anne Kinmartin 
Pvt. 1st Class Eric Kremer -  

Grandson of Ken & Sue Kremer 
Clayton LaVoise - Grandson of George & Ruby Eifert 
Avt. Brittany Leicht - Daughter of Paul & Marie Leicht 

Aaron Marshall - Grandson of Jerry Marshall 
Andrew Missey - Grandson of Joe & Betty Follmer 

Lt. Col. Jim Rund - Cousin of Emily Schenk 
Ens. Daniel Stefans - Grandson of Gus & Janice Berry 

Lt. Tucker Schmidt - Grandson of Harry & Joan 
Schmidt  

Pvt. 1st Class Christian Smith -  
Nephew of Mark & Nancy Muehl 

Mike Terranova - Nephew of the Willmerings 
Capt. Marti Torres - Niece of Mark & Missy Dayton 

M. Sgt. Eduardo Torres -  
Nephew of Mark & Missy Dayton 

Maj. Michael Villeneuve - 
Son-in-law of  Don & Gerianne Kopac 

  December 2022  
Mary Mother Youth Group 

   
 
 
 
 

Prayer Group every Wednesday night in  
our Youth Room from 8 to 9 pm. 

 Sunday, December 12, Youth night 7 to 9 pm – 
Youth Room 

 Sunday, December 18, Youth night 7 to 9 pm  - 
Youth Room 

Did You Know? 
      

          In addition to being the last day of 2022, 
December 31 is the deadline for filling out electronically 
the All Things New Listening Session Survey. There is a 
link on our Website that will take you to the survey. We 
encourage everyone to fill out the survey even if you 
were not able to attend one of the Listening Sessions. 
  
    Once you begin the survey, you need to complete it; 
there’s no returning to finish it at another time. The good 
news is that filling out the survey is like taking an open 
book test!  If you would like a copy of the questions so 
you can prepare your answers beforehand just come 
to the office during regular hours and we will be happy to 
give you a copy along with the maps of the planning 
areas.  
 
     It’s very important that everyone FILL OUT THIS 
SURVEY. It will be helpful for the strategic planning 
process in determining how to move forward. You can 
return the survey anonymously or opt to fill in your 
personal information.  You also can take the survey 
more than once, especially if there are additional points 
you would like to make. 
  
     We pray that God will bless this process and that we, 
the Church of St. Louis, will trust in God’s promise that 
He will be with us always. 

 

 

Christmas Concert 

“The Holidays are Here” 
 

     The St. Louis Metro Singers, under the direction of 
Shawn Portell and includes members of the Mary 
Mother choirs, invite you to join them as they sing the 
joys of Christmas at Mary, Mother of the Church. 

  Sunday, December 11, 2022 

  3:00 pm 

  Freewill offering accepted  
 



 

December 4 
 

DECEMBER 8 IS THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

Did you know that Mary, the Immaculate Conception is the patron saint of the United States?  In 1846 the bishops of the 
United States asked Mary to watch over our country and its people in a special way.  They also chose one particular title 
and feast of Mary – her Immaculate Conception. 
 

The title of the Immaculate Conception recognizes Mary’s privilege of coming into the world free from sin. On December 
8, the Church celebrates this special privilege given to Mary.  At the liturgy we thank God for all the blessings he has 
given to the people of our country.  And we thank Mary for watching over and protecting our people.  (Taken from Saints 
and Feast Days) 
 

PSR NEWS 

 

The last PSR session before Christmas Break is December 19/21. PSR will resume January 9/11. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD  

 

NO CHILDREN’S LITURGY AT 9:00 MASS TODAY.  We encourage families to attend the 11:00 Mass 
so that they can participate in the “Happy Birthday, Jesus” party. 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS ADVENT SERIES FOR KIDS ON FORMED.ORG 

 

Brother Francis leads kids on a daily journey in this special seasonal celebration of 
the coming of the Lord! Featuring meditations, prayers, and suggested activities to 
keep our focus on Christ this Christmas. 

 

MAKE ADVENT DIFFERENT THIS YEAR  

 

Grow closer to our Lord in the manger this Advent season with Dr. Gray as he leads 
you through the Mass readings every day during Advent and Christmas. Sign up for 
free at DAILY.FORMED.ORG. 

 

What is the True Meaning of Christmas? with Dr. Michael Patrick Barber on FORMED.org 

Do you love Christmas traditions but don’t know where they come from? Tune in for Dr. Michael Patrick Barber’s Advent 
reflections called “The True Meaning of Christmas” and learn the meaning behind your favorite Christmas pastimes.   

 

 

STUDENT FORMATION 

 
A thank you from the Youth Group 

 
 

     Our Mary Mother Youth Group would love to say THANK YOU!!! Thank you for all your Christmas item  
donations, purchases, your donations of money and your generosity!!  This was the best year we have every had 
by A LOT!!! 
 

     Thank you to everyone who came on Friday, Nov. 11 to help us set up!  You created such a beautiful display! 
Everyone commented on how lovely it was! Thank you to everyone who helped take the sale down, pack up and 
clean up!  This is always a task we don’t look forward to and all of you made it a piece of cake! A SUPER THANK 
YOU to everyone who brought trucks and vehicles to bring things up from the Annex to the vestibule and then back 
down to the Annex.  We couldn’t have done it without you.  
 
 

     All the love you showered on our teens over the last two weekends is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

     CONGRATULATIONS TO SANDY HACKER WHO WON THE AIR FRYER!  Thanks to all of you who purchased 
raffle tickets!  
 
 

     We are so grateful for ALL OF YOU! 



THE FATIMA MINISTRY AT MARY MOTHER 

This ministry, which started over 30 years ago by 
parishioner Gloria Williams, is indeed a blessing for ALL 
who participate.  
Go to SignUpGenius on https://www/marymother.org 
to see available dates and to sign up, or you can contact 

 Carolyn Messler (314) 712-2042 or 

 Gina Norrenberns (314) 435-9107 
 

     Please consider signing up for the 4 weeks in 
January that are all available.  

Families that will be hosting the Pilgrim Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima are:  

 12/4   - Kathy Bommarito 

 12/11 - Bob and Jean Taylor 

 12/18 - Bob and Jean Taylor 

 12/25 - Dorothy Owensby 

 1/1/23 - Peggy & Ted Dolter 

 

If you do not drive or are otherwise unable to pick up the 
Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima please call Carolyn 
or Gina, and they will arrange for you to receive her. 

 

 

Mary can be picked up in the St. Joachim room.  

       Food for Though 

 

 Gifting for Peace and Justice 
                        

The Christmas season is all about gifts.        
After all, God gifted us with Emmanuel - 
God with us- with skin on, and we show 

our amazement and gratitude by giving gifts to others. 
But how do we give gifts that promote peace and 
justice? For the next three weeks, we will look at 
suggestions from a variety of sources to guide us.  
 

From Howard Thurman, African American mystic, 
theologian and Pastor (1900-1981): Two suggestions for 
giving peace and justice during the Christmas season: 
1.  Find a way to reconcile with someone with whom you 
have a ruptured relationship and  
2.  Reach out to someone to whom you have no 
obligation with a word of reassurance, comfort, or 
appreciation. 
Paraphrased from The Mood of Christmas by Howard 
Thurman, 1973. 

 

Reflection:  Are there other gifts in our relationships that 
can promote peace and justice?  
 

Interested in joining the Peace and Justice 
Ministry?  Call Saralou Hendrickson at 314-440-2020 

Did you know that you can donate to 
Mary, Mother of the Church every time 
you shop on amazon? Why not remember  
Mary Mother as you do your Christmas 

shopping on Amazon. 

 Visit smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com 

 Sign in with the same account you use for  
       amazon.com 

 Select Mary, Mother of the Church as you charity 

 Shop away!!!! 

 Tip bookmark smile.amazon.com  for easy access. 

An Advent Day of Prayer 
“Allowing Christ to Become Flesh in Us: An Advent 
Day of Prayer”,  

 Saturday, December 17,  

 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM,  

 $75 commuter; $145 overnight 

 Mercy Center 
2037 N. Geyer Rd. 63131 

 
This program will be led by Danielle Witt, SSND, an 
adjunct spiritual director at Mercy Center. How do we 
give birth to the Son of God in our time and culture? 
God is always needing to be born. More information 
and registration at www.mercycenterstl.org.  

Christmas Country Church Tour 

 

     The National Shrine of Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal (Saint Mary’s of the Barrens Church) in Perryville, 
MO, will be participating in the Christmas Country 
Church Tour along with 36 other churches and chapels. 

 December 15th and 16th 
 2:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  

     All of the participating churches welcome visitors to 
view their Christmas decorations and to spend a few 
moments in silent prayer during the Advent season. If 
you have any questions, please call the Association of 
the Miraculous Medal at 1-800-264-6279, or visit our 
website at www.amm.org.  We look forward to your 
visit. 



               Mercy Minute  

The soul gives the greatest glory to its 
Creator when it turns with trust to the Divine 
Mercy.                                    St. Faustina 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

WHEN MEHLVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT CANCELS CLASSSES DUE TO WEATER CONDITIONS ONLY, IT IS OUR 
POLICY TO CLOSE OUR CAMPUS AS WELL! IF MEHLVILLE CANCELS EVENING EVENTS ONLY, THEN OUR 
EVENING EVENTS WILL ALSO BE CANCELLED. THIS IMPACTS THINGS SUCH AS EUCHARISTIC ADORATION, 
MEETING, EXERCISE PROGRMS AND SPORTS. PSR FAMILIES WILL BE COMMUNICATED TO DIRECTLY. 
 
MASSES WILL BE HELD AS USUAL, BUT ALWAYS USE COMMON SENSE WHEN VENTURING OUT IN ICY 
WEATHER. YOUR SAFETY COMES FIRST! 
 
GO TO THE VERY BOTTOM OF THE MARY MOTHER HOME PAGE AT www.marymother.org FOR MORE 
DETAILS. 

Christmas Cookie Weekend 

 
 

     CHRISTMAS POINSETTA  

                        MEMORIAL 
 

                   In our Mary Mother Tradition, we will be     
     decorating our church and sanctuary with 
 poinsettias. If you would like to honor your loved 
ones in a special way this Holy Season, please fill out 
this form and return it with your donation.  

 

     Please make your check payable to Mary, Mother of 
the Church, place both the check and the form in an 
envelope marked “Christmas Memorial” and turn into the 
parish office, or you can mail it to us.  If you put it in the 
offertory, make sure it is in a marked envelope. If you 
wish, you can take home a poinsettia at the end of the 
Christmas Season. A list will be inserted into the bulletin, 
at the end of this holy season, with the names all of 
those memorialized and the donors.  Thank you. 
 

PLEASE PRINT: 
 

DONOR: 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF: 
 

_____________________________________ 

Thank you from SVDP 
The Mary Mother Vincentians wish to thank everyone for 
the generous giving of food and money during the 
Thanksgiving Celebration. Your generosity will assist 
many needy families especially during the upcoming 
winter months. The Parishioners at Mary Mother are 
amazing with their continued support of St. Vincent De 
Paul.  With Blessing and Prayers we Thank You! 

Cookies , Milk, juice & coffee 

Sunday , Dec. 18 

after  each morning Mass 

 

Share the Joy & Peace of the Season  
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WINKELMANN DOOR
Garage Door Repairs & Installation
ROGER WINKELMANN, Owner

314-769-2443
winkelmann.roger@gmail.com

FUNERAL HOME
2906 GRAVOIS

772-3000
10151 GRAVOIS

842-4458
5255 LEMAY FERRY

894-4500

R.A. GUINNER PLUMBING CO.
( 3 1 4 )  7 5 2 - 9 8 5 0

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
and Repair • Sewer Service

Licensed         Bonded         Insured        Free Estimates

Since 1927

Glen E. Mueller,
D.M.D., P.C.

Glen E. Mueller, D.M.D., M.A.G.D.,
Stephanie Wood, D.M.D.

13096 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Ph: 842-0060
Parish Family

– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED                      RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens
Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Back Up Generator Systems

$20OFF Any Electrical Work of $100 or more 314-966-3388

SNAVELY
I N S U R A N C E

A N D
F I N A N C I A L
S E R V I C E S

Craig Snavely, ChFC®, RICP®
314.416.2607

Cell: 314.651.7432
SnavelyFinancialGroup.com

Auto • Home
Life • Business

Retirement
More

Tim Kilo

(314) 842-4442

www.timkilo.com

“For All
Your Insurance Needs”

AUTO, HOME, LIFE,

INSURANCE AGENCY

Stephen J. Rothermel
CPCU, LUTCF
Parishioner

606-305-6444
Independent Insurance Broker for

All Your Insurance Needs

Gapsch Carstar Collision Center 314-894-2322
4709 Green Park Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63123

Relax, We’ll Take It From Here.®

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

 ST. LOUIS HILLS O’FALLON, MO
 6759 Chippewa Street 2985 Hwy K
 (at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) (at Hwy N, near Dierbergs)
 St. Louis, MO 63109 O’Fallon, MO 63368
 (314) 644-0643 (636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE!  catholicsupply.com

$20 OFF
Tree Pruning / Removal / Fertilization

314-782-5328 | davey.com

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never to 
clog or we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine 
needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean 
clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 314-549-8449 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate 

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 Visa gift 
card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, 
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants 
must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: 
employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants 
in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. 
Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater 
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 
days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 
Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states 
of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

www.dawsonroofing.com

314.837.4671
Since 1978

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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