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The Mission of  

Mary, Mother of the Church, 

as a  

    Christ-centered community, 

is to be a 

  Radiant Light 

in the world 

and a  

Bold Witness 

to those whose lives  

we touch, 

inspiring them to love God  

and to love one another, 

as God loves us. 
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Sacrament of Baptism 

      Infant baptisms are celebrated throughout the year 

except during the season of Lent. Parents are to be 

registered members of the parish and are encouraged to 

call the rectory for an initial appointment during the 

pregnancy.   
 

Christian Initiation of Adults 

     Any adult seeking to become a fully initiated member 

of the Catholic Church is invited to call the rectory. 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

     Arrangements for the Sacrament of Marriage are to 

be made by the prospective bride and groom with the 

priest or deacon at least nine months before the 

wedding. 

Anointing of Sick 

     Communal celebrations of the Anointing of the Sick 

are offered seasonally.  Contact the parish office to 

request the sacrament for yourself or a family member . 

Mass Times 
 

Monday-Friday  8:30 a.m. Mass in Church 

Saturday    4:30 p.m. (Anticipatory) 

Sunday    9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saturday   3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. or by appointment  
 

 

 

Marian Devotions 

Rosary                Daily after 8:30 a.m. Mass 

                           Sunday 6:30 p.m. in Caton Chapel 



 

A Letter from Deacon Randy  

Welcome to Mary, Mother of the Church 

     If you are visiting us, we pray that through our worship, you may see us as a radiant light in the world and a bold 

witness to those whose lives we touch, inspiring them to love one another as God loves us. 
 

     If you are new to the area and would like more information about Mary, Mother of the Church, please contact us by 

coming into the parish office Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. or Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. You 

can also call us at 314-894-1373 or email: agaravaglia@marymother.org We hope you find a home here among 

friends who pray together, work together and play together. 

 We are only a few days away from Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  This is one of the few 

times of the year when the #1 question asked others is not “What high school did you go to?” but “What are you 

giving up for Lent?”  I would like to boldly suggest that perhaps you & I give up NOTHING this Lent!  I was very 

interested in two questions asked by Fr. Don Wester in his reflection in last week’s Review.  In thinking about 

Lent, Fr. Wester asked “What kind of a hopeful and prophetic example do you want to give to your family or to 

strangers?  Do you want the major purification act of your Lent to be giving up chocolate or beer?”  As I read & 

reflected on the readings this weekend, I made the following list of things that perhaps we should focus on doing 

rather than things to refrain from: 

1. Take no revenge. 

2. Cherish no grudge. 

3. Love your neighbor as yourself. 

4. Offer no resistance to one who is evil. 

5. Turn the other cheek. 

6. Give to the one who asks. 

7. Love your enemies. 

8. Pray for those who persecute you. 

I also wanted to offer one of my own suggestions: Focus on using the words WE or US and not the words THEY 

or THEM. 

 I would like to quote Fr. Wester again who said the following:  “If someone notices your prophetic 

example and asks you how you have the courage to live that way in our present age, are you ready to answer them?  

Can you speak to them about a personal relationship with Jesus Christ?  Can you speak to them about that 

relationship moving you from hopelessness and cynicism to being hopeful and compassionate?  Are you ready to 

tell them about your old way of life and how life has changed because you have come to know Jesus?”   

 If your answer is that you do not think you can do this, I would like to suggest considering attending one of 

the Evangelization 101 Workshops that the Archdiocese is happening throughout the Archdiocese over the next 

few weeks.  The workshop for Planning Area 13 will be held at St. Joseph Parish in Imperial on March 4th.  The 

workshop for Planning Area 5 will be held at St. Margaret Mary on March 18th.  The workshop for Planning Area 

6 will be held at St Gerard Majella on March 25th.  The workshop for Planning Area 4 will be held at St. Raphael 

on April 15th.  We are free to attend the workshop that best fits your schedule.  If you are not able to attend any of 

these, perhaps you could watch the short videos that are on the Archdiocese’s website.  It just so happens that there 

are 6  3–4-minute videos and there are 6 weeks of Lent.  Perhaps you may like to watch and reflect on one of them 

each week of Lent.  You can find them at allthingsnew.archstl.org/evangelization-101.  To quote Fr. Wester one 

more time: “Let’s go beyond chocolate and beer and really encounter the living Christ, the one who gives us life.” 

Deacon Randy 



 

Contemplative Corner #305 

Every element of our prayer practice should be chosen 

and intended as a gateway into greater awareness of 

Divine Presence and Union, a “latching on” point to the 

waves of infinite Goodness and Love in which we 

constantly swim. Dedicated prayer time and space are 

important in the measure to which they become reliable 

points of immersion into encounter with the Love of God, 

and they are encouraged so that we have such an 

“anchor space” when we need it. These ready points of 

access are infinite, so each of us will find unique 

variations on contemplative practice uniquely suited to 

our person. Scripture readings, poetry, music and chant, 

and breathing and movement all have the potential to 

strengthen and enhance contemplative practice… or 

detract from it. Remember that contemplative practice 

should cultivate in us a rhythm of welcome and 

detachment, and interior space wherein we can receive, 

but not cling to, God’s gift of contemplation when it is 

given. So, when refining the elements of our particular 

practices, we should evaluate our choices on whether or 

not they support us in that purpose. Can we enter and 

leave our prayer space with equal ease? Does our 

chosen music usher in interior stillness, or do we get 

stuck on it? Does our movement help us to center down, 

or do we find ourselves obsessing over details? If such 

practices open us to Divine Flow, they can be rightly 

integrated as part of our chosen “access point.” 

Lenten Prayer Opportunity 

All are invited to an evening to prepare us for our best 

Lent ever. Deacon Bob Smerik will facilitate the service 

with scripture and prayer.  

Join us on:         •     Sunday February 19  

•     7:00pm - 8:30pm 

•     Mary, Mother of the Church  

       5901 Kerth Rd. 63128 

 

For more info call Paul Schulte 314-954-2299.  

 

 

The Parish Office will be closed on  

February 20th for Presidents’ Day. 

          Lenten Regulations 

 

Ash Wednesday (February 22, 2023), all 

Fridays of Lent and Good Friday (April 7, 

2023) are days of abstinence (refraining from 

meat) for all Catholics from age 14 onwards. On Ash 

Wednesday and Good Friday, fast, as well as 

abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the ages 

of 18-59. Abstinence means refraining from meat. Fast 

means one full meal a day, with two smaller meals and 

nothing between meals (liquids are permitted). No 

Catholic will lightly excuse himself or herself from this 

obligation. 
 

Feast of Saint Patrick (March 17, 2023) falls 

on a Friday during Lent this year. Feasts of 

the Church are meant to be a day of 

celebration and rejoicing, so on this Friday, 

March 17, 2023, the faithful of the Archdiocese of St. 

Louis are dispensed from abstaining from meat if they 

should choose to celebrate the Feast of Saint Patrick.   
 

We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of 

prayer and penance. 

 

 

Lenten Service Schedule 

 

• Lenten Pray Opportunity Sunday, February 19 @ 

7:00 ( See article below for more details) 

• Ash Wednesday Masses, February 22 @ 8:30 a.m. 

and 7:00 p.m.  

• Stations of the Cross Friday, February 24 @ 3:00 

pm in the Church. 

• Stations of the Cross Friday, March 3 @ 6:00 

• More scheduled services  will be announced. 

Welcoming Prayer 
 

     The Mary, Mother of the Church Contemplative core 

team invites you to join us as we prepare for the Lenten 

Journey by exploring the practice of Welcoming Prayer, a 

practice to help us engage our ever-changing reality with 

Divine love and wisdom. 

• Embracing Life & Change with Welcoming 

Prayer 

• Saturday, March 4, 2023 @ 10:00 am 

• In MMOC  

5901 Kerth Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63128 

• Classrooms 1 & 2 

• All are welcome!!! 



 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 

SUNDAY February 19  

9:00 AM - Our Parish Family         

11:00 AM - Bart Small † 

MONDAY February 20 

8:30  AM -  Eileen O’Driscoll † 
 

TUESDAY February 21 

 8:30 AM - Tom Serati † 
 

WEDNESDAY February 22 

8:30 AM -  Balek Family  

7:00 PM - Kathleen Letscher † 
 

THURSDAY February 23 

8:30 AM - Laura Klages  

FRIDAY  February 24 

8:30 AM - Allison Poirrier † 

SATURDAY February 25 

4:30 PM - Joyce Wilper †  
 

SUNDAY February 26 

9:00 AM -  Marilyn LeVan † 

11:00 AM - Our Parish Family 
       

† Denotes those who are deceased 

“Sunday is “Donut Sunday”  
 

     We are hosting “Donut Sunday” this weekend 

Sunday, February 19, in the parish hall after the 9am 

and 11am Masses.  All are welcome to join us for 

fellowship, beverages and donuts. If you are visiting us 

please join us. We’d love to say HELLO! 

Readings for  

Sunday,  February 19—February 26 

 
 

Sunday:  Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10,  

  12-13; 1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48 

Monday:  Sir 1:1-10/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 
  Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday:  Sir 2:1-11/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28,  
  39-40 Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesday:  Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13,  
  14 and 17/2 Cor 5:20—6:2  
  Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday:  Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 
  Lk 9:22-25 

Friday:  Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 
  Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
  Lk 5:27-32 

Sunday:  Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 
  17 (see 3a) Rom 5:12-19 or  
  5:12, 17-19 Mt 4:1-11 

       

The Words of Everlasting Life 

 

We need your help!  I realize it seems a long way off, but 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on April 2
nd

.  The 

Holy Week Committee would welcome more people to 

help with the many tasks surrounding Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, the Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday.  If you 

have just a few spare hours to give us, you won’t be 

disappointed.  We have a job for you – even if you only 

have an hour or two.  Serving your parish in preparing for 

the most joyful of all days – Easter Sunday – is so very 

fulfilling and gratifying.  What a wonderful way to cap off 

all your Lenten sacrifices.  Please give this your prayerful 

consideration and either call me at 314-974-5707 or 

email me at hrmmam@gmail.com.  Thank you and God 

Bless You.  Mary Ann McWilliams 

Lenten Potluck 

 

     The Mary, Mother of the Church Peace & Justice 

Ministry is sponsoring a Lenten Potluck Simple Soup 

and Bread Supper and the viewing of the movie The 

Letter: A Message for Our Earth: 

• Tuesday, March 14 

• Parish Hall at 5:30 pm 

• Dinner is at 6:15pm —7:35pm (Bring your 

own bowl) 

• Movie is at 7:35pm —8:00pm 

• Register on SignUp  Genius volunteer 

(optional) to bring a crock pot of soup. 

mailto:hrmmam@gmail.com


THE FATIMA MINISTRY  

AT MARY MOTHER 

This ministry, which started over 30 years 

ago by parishioner Gloria Williams, is indeed 

a blessing for ALL who participate.  

Go to SignUpGenius on https://www/marymother.org 

to see available dates and to sign up, or you can contact 

 Carolyn Messler (314) 712-2042 or 

 Gina Norrenberns (314) 435-9107 
 

     Please consider signing up for one of the open 

weeks available in March.  

Families that will be hosting the Pilgrim Statue of Our 

Lady of Fatima are:  

 

 

• 2/19  - Carol Brophy 

• 2/26  - Carol Kehrman 

• 3/5    - Elaine Lydon 

• 3/12  - zjenne & Mary Grull 

• 3/19 Ruth Spray 

 

 

If you do not drive or are otherwise unable to pick up the 

Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima please call Carolyn 

or Gina, and they will arrange for you to receive her.  

 

 

Mary can be picked up in the St. Joachim room.  

               Mercy Minute  

      He  who wants to learn true humility 

should reflect upon the Passion of Jesus.

                         St. Faustina   

 

STEWARDSHIP   
Grateful and Generous 

 

February 12, 2023 

 

Sunday Stewardship       $  5,571.00 

Gifts-Stock, RMDs, Charitable Giving     $         0.00 

Faith Direct        $  9,391.25 

Total Sunday Stewardship      $14,962.25 

February 2023 Weekly Budget      $16,234.25 

Over <Under> Budget     <$  1,272.00> 

YTD Over <Under> Budget      $35,833.77 

 

Major Project Fund       $     130.00 

Faith Direct        $     752.75 

Total Major Project Fund      $     882.75 

February 2023 Weekly Budget      $  1,666.00 

Over <Under> Budget     <$     782.25> 

YTD Over <Under> Budget    <$  4,162.69> 

 
Please remember Mary, Mother of the Church in your 

will or estate plan, and please tell us when you do, 

so we can THANK YOU! 

       Lent is Coming!! 
Join our faith community—and nearly 

13,000 Catholic communities across 

the United States— in a transformative Lenten journey 

with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS Rice 

Bowl from the baskets in the rear of church and engage 

in daily reflections and actions on the enclosed calendar.  

During the 40 days of Lent, we will reflect on the impact 

of global hunger and climate change on vulnerable 

communities around the world, and we will pray, fast, 

and give alms to help our sisters and brothers in need. 

During Sunday 2/26 liturgies, we welcome Deacon Tim 

Donohue, Catholic Relief Services Global Fellow and 

Diocesan Director for CRS for the Archdiocese of 

Boston, who will share stories of the global impact of 

CRS interventions. 

Pro-Life Rally 
     “Keep Missouri Pro-Life!” Action Day is  

• Wednesday, March 8,  

• at the State Capitol in Jefferson City.   

• Meet your legislators and join the noon rally 

with former Congresswoman Vicki Hartzler. 

• Registration begins at 10:00 AM.   

• Buses are available from several locations in 

the St. Louis area. Wear red for life.   

• Sign up by calling Missouri Right to Life at 

314-434-4900 or email 

www.easternregionmrl.org/actionday. 

 

"The Walk the Walk"  
  

“The Walk the Walk” campaign to provide shoes to those 

in need has been immensely successful.  Due to the 

generosity of the Mary Mother parishioners, to date, 144 

pairs of shoes have been donated to the St. Anthony of 

Padua Pantry.  Although the campaign ended, Feb. 14th, 

should you wish to donate a pair of men's shoes, simply 

place them in a plastic bag and drop them off at the 

Annex, where the Scrap Metal is located.  We'll make 

sure they make their way to Padua.   

With deep gratitude we THANK you for your generous 

support!." 

http://www.easternregionmrl.org/actionday


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for our Beloved Deceased 

 

In your kindness, please pray for the souls of  the  

deceased members of our parish. 
 

Frances Loepker, aunt of Fred Hohenburger 

Frank Houston, Cousin of Steve Rothermel 

May they and all the faithful rest in the eternal  

embrace of our Risen Savior. 

            

Parish Nurse’s Corner  

 

Thank you, Blood Pressure screeners, Mary Kay 

Spencer and Donna Lonergan, for serving our 

parishioners last weekend! 

 

The next Health Ministry Commission meeting (HMC) is 

THIS Tuesday, Feb. 21
st
 in classroom 3/4 at 7PM.  In 

addition to usual “business,” we will clean and sort 

medicine bottles to prepare for donation. All are 

welcome to join us! 

 

The next GriefShare group will begin on Monday, Feb. 

27
th
 at 6PM in the Upper Annex. Whether the loss of 

your loved one was recent or some time ago, please 

consider attending. Registration is requested so I can 

order enough material. www.griefshare.org (enter 

63128 to find MMOC’s schedule) or call/email me. (314) 

894-1373 parishnurse@marymother.org.  Also, 

registrants are able to access the videos online if want 

to watch again after the particular week. Part of each 

GriefShare session is spent watching a video together. 

Many have found them helpful, “sorting” through the 

many feelings and concerns we have when grieving. 

Pamphlets with more information are in the vestibule. 

 

 

Thank you, HMC members, for doing some 

heart health research, especially this month! Some 

information is displayed in the lower level (entrance to 

classroom hall). Please come down and take a look!  

 

Michele, your Faith Community Nurse 

Remembering those who  

have asked for our prayers 

Mari Gilb, Pat Honig, Bob Lieb, Pat Tobin,  

Rita Mosblech, Jim Hudson, CeCe Herr, Julie Hogan,  

Marie Harthill, Helen Collins, Pat Cordes, Joe Reker,  

Jean McEnery, Kathleen Riggio, Joy Kleucker, Nancy McGrath, 

Craig Franks, Larry & Pat Jones, Margie Brenner, Dick Drury,  

Amy Carroll Wolfe, Judy Lesmeister, Dave Ziegler,   

Jerry Marshall, Rose Klier, Ken Kremer, Ann Huesling,  

George & Ruby Eifert, Marie Winschel, Deacon Dick Coffman, 

Maureen McCourt, Karen Morris, Ann Hagensieker,  

Claudine Wucher, Ron & Chris Hack,  Carolyn Hebenstreit,   

Bill Duke, Mary Lous Peters, Mike Jarvis, Helen Jarvis,  

Laura Klages, Bill Kelly, Julie Carrey, Bonnie Lebbing, Barb 

Coibion 

Daughter/Daughter-in-law of John Ivanko, Mike Jarvis,  

Deacon Randy & Mary Anne Howe, Marilyn Keutzer,  

Jim & Grace Dawson, Mike & Chris Schmitz, John Winkle,   

Joe & Evelyn Reker, Paul Leicht, Lydia Chamberlain,  

Laureen & Joe Wilder, Marylee & Mike McColl,  

Kathy Davidson,  Jule & Antonia Zach,  

Bonnie & George Lebbing, Evelyn & Joe Reker 

Son/Son-in-law of Evelyn & Joe Reker 

Mother /Mother-in-law of Steve Krieger, Maria Clancy,  

Tammy Bayes, Mark Argent, Angela Hapgood, Diane Wilcox 

Father/Father-in-law/Grandfather of Laura Getsey, Mary 

Chamberlain, Krystn Smerecki, Emilee Smerecki,  

Sister /Sister-in-law of Nancy Forsythe, Joe Rinke,  

Gloria Wind, Fran Winker, Jane Lewis, Anita Anton,   

Lydia Chamberlain,  

Brother /Brother-in-law of  Karen Morris, Carol Owens,  

Val Pike, Mary Ann Howe, Paul Schulte,  

Ruth Spray, Judy Belford, Trisha & Tom Brockhaus,  

Dennis Rees, Joe Follmer 

Granddaughter/Grandson of Mark & Nancy Muehl,  

Karen Morris, John Winkle,  Marie & Paul Leicht, Jean & Bob 

Taylor, Carlene Maurath, Linda & Chuck Arns, Mary Simitjis, 

Claude & Nancy Leezy 

Niece/Nephew/Grand-nephew of  Barb Foley, Carol Brophy, 

the Shivelys, Jane Goeke, Len & Maureen Valentine,  

the Willmerings, Helen Jarvis, Pat & Tom McInroy,  

Dave Klein,  David & Kathleen Mendias, Loretta Lampen  
 

Cousin of Lydia Chamberlain, Gwen Tresch 

Friends of the Shivelys, Marcia Dohack, Chris Hack,  

Margaret Poirrier, the Foleys, Norma Nisbet, Jane Lewis,   

Mike & Marisue Balek, Karen Morris, Jane Goeke,  

Sharon Torregrossa, Mary Gudinas, Joan Crawford,  

David & Julie Welch, Trish Willmering,  Helen & Mike Jarvis, 

the Anton family, Rosie Harthill 

Please call the office when you or your loved ones are 

better so we can revise the list. 

Names in bold print are new to the list. 

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:parishnurse@marymother.org


Pray for Those Serving in the Armed Forces 

 

SPC US Army Ethan Bagwell -  

Grandson of Jane Hackett 

SPC US Army Kyle Bean -  

Great-Nephew of Rich & Barbara Hantak  

2Lt US Army Joseph Chellis -  

Grandson of John & Trudy Chellis 

Lt. Timothy Clemens - Grandson of Vivian Burlison 

SR. Ryan Clancy - Son of Matt & Maria Clancy 

Chris Conkel - Grandson of Joe & Betty Follmer 

George Eifert II  - Son of George & Ruby Eifert 

George Eifert III - Grandson of George & Ruby Eifert 

Tyler Allen Genasci - Grandson of Joe & Ev Reker 

Capt. Ed Hubbel - Friend of the Rogers Family  

Capt. Timothy J. Kinmartin Jr. -  

Son of Tim & Anne Kinmartin 

Pvt. 1st Class Eric Kremer -  

Grandson of Ken & Sue Kremer 

Clayton LaVoise - Grandson of George & Ruby Eifert 

Avt. Brittany Leicht - Daughter of Paul & Marie Leicht 

SGT. Aaron Marshall - Grandson of Jerry Marshall 

Andrew Missey - Grandson of Joe & Betty Follmer 

Pvt. 1st Class Kenneth Douglas Peters-  

Grandson of Jim & Sharon Rockwell 

Lt. Col. Jim Rund - Cousin of Emily Schenk 

Ens. Daniel Stefans - Grandson of Gus & Janice Berry 

Lt. Tucker Schmidt -  

Grandson of Harry & Joan Schmidt  

Pvt. 1st Class Christian Smith -  

Nephew of Mark & Nancy Muehl 

Capt. Marti Torres - Niece of Mark & Missy Dayton 

M. Sgt. Eduardo Torres -  

Nephew of Mark & Missy Dayton 

Maj. Michael Villeneuve - 

Son-in-law of  Don & Gerianne Kopac 

 

February Mary Mother Youth Group 

                                    
                                    
 
 
 
 

Prayer Group every Wednesday night 8 to 9 pm  
in Youth Room 

Surviving Divorce 
 

No need to go through divorce or deal with the aftermath 

of emotions alone. Join us for a 12 week video series 

followed up with supportive discussions and prayer. 

Surviving Divorce features presentations that cover 

topics such as shock and grief, anger and forgiveness, 

money issues, dealing with children and a former 

spouse, and annulment and remarriage. It doesn’t 

matter if you are currently separated or have been 

divorced for a while. If you’re not sure if this is for you, 

give it some prayerful consideration. Still not sure, just 

give it try. You may be pleasantly surprised that it’s just 

what you needed. We will meet on: 

• Tuesday evenings starting March 7th 

• 7pm.—8:30 pm  

• Mary Mother of the Church Annex.  

• Please RSVP by contacting Kim Thomas at 

314-913-0432. 

Respect Life Creative Writing Contest 

Since 1979, the Respect Life Apostolate has partnered 

with the Office of Education & Formation to sponsor an 

annual writing competition for 8th grade students in the 

Archdiocese of St. Louis to reflect, pray, research and 

write about the Gospel of Life.  

The 2023 contest is open from February 1 through 

March 15. Applications and guidelines are now available 

from your parish religious education office through which 

students enter the contest. Students compete for finalist 

prizes, awards to the annual Steubenville St. Louis  

Mid-American Catholic Youth Conference in July, 

Generation Life Day in January, and scholarships 

towards their freshman year tuition at a Catholic high 

school.  

In early April, Archdiocesan finalists, chosen from these 

top local entries, will then be announced and invited to a 

special awards luncheon with Archbishop Mitchell 

Rozanski or his representative where all winners will be 

announced. To learn more, please contact the RLA 

at maryvarni@archstl.org or 314.792.7559.   

Parish Council Nominations 

 

Parish Council nominations will be closed after today, 

February 19th. Nomination forms can be found on the 

bulletin tables in Church and also on our website home 

page. At the top to the page click through the  slides until 

you get to the Parish Pastoral Council Nomination page. 

Use the form on the page to nominate up to 5 people. 

Prayerful consider nominating yourself. 

mailto:maryvarni@archstl.org


 

STUDENT FORMATION 

February 19 
 

STS. JACINTA AND FRANCISCO MARTO 

February 20 is the feast day of Sts. Jacinta and Franciso Marto (Jacinta: 1910 – February 20, 1920 | Francisco: 1908 – 

April 14, 1919).  Between May 13 and October 13, 1917, three Portuguese shepherd children from Aljustrel, received 

apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria, near Fátima, a city 110 miles north of Lisbon. At that time, Europe was involved 

in an extremely bloody war. Portugal itself was in political turmoil, having overthrown its monarchy in 1910; the 

government disbanded religious organizations soon after. 

 

At the first appearance, Mary asked the children to return to that spot on the thirteenth of each month for the next six 

months. She also asked them to learn to read and write and to pray the rosary “to obtain peace for the world and the end 

of the war.” They were to pray for sinners and for the conversion of Russia, which had recently overthrown Czar 

Nicholas II and was soon to fall under communism. Up to 90,000 people gathered for Mary’s final apparition on October 

13, 1917. 

Less than two years later, Francisco died of influenza in his family home. He was buried in the parish cemetery and then 

re-buried in the Fátima basilica in 1952. Jacinta died of influenza in Lisbon in 1920, She was re-buried in the Fátima 

basilica in 1951. Their cousin Lúcia dos Santos became a Carmelite nun and was still living when Jacinta and Francisco 

were beatified in 2000; she died five years later. Pope Francis canonized the younger children on his visit to Fátima to 

commemorate the 100th anniversary of the first apparition–May 13, 2017. (Taken from Franciscan Media website) 
 

PSR NEWS 

No PSR February 20/22/23 Presidents’ Day holiday. 
 

Home School families, please drop off your child/ren’s completed leaflets by February 21. 

 

Lent Family Night - Ash Wednesday, February 22 begins the liturgical season of Lent.  Lent is a time 

for spiritual growth and change. It is more than a time of fasting.  It is also a joyous season of feasting.  

PSR families are invited to attend PSR on Monday, February 27 and/or Wednesday, March 1 for 

Lent Family Night.  Families will learn about the season of Lent and take part in an almsgiving service 

project. 

FORMED.ORG 



 

 

    5 year Milestone Anniversaries 

  

February 2023 Milestone Anniversaries 

Years Name Wedding Date 

15 Bill & Patty Cliffe 02/29/2008 

40 Randy & Annamaria Green 02/21/1983 

45 Michael & Marisue Balek 02/18/1978 

55 Glen & Pat Mueller 02/10/1968 

55 Sam & Judy Rundell 02/03/1968 

66 Robert & Joan Lutz 02/02/1957 

72 Dan & Doris Kuenzle 02/03/1951 

      EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

“The Lord is King; he is robed in majesty.”  
Ps. 93:1  

 

 

The Adoration schedule is as follows:     
 

• Tuesday       9:00AM - 8:00PM 

• Wednesday  9:00AM - 6:00PM    

• Thursday      4:00PM - 9:00PM 

 

     Please call Pat Dean at 314-842-1887 or email: 

pmdean621@yahoo.com if you have any questions or 

would like to sign up for one of the time slots. 

Square Dance at Immaculate Conception 

     The Women of Faith at Immaculate Conception are 

sponsoring an All Parish/All Community Square Dance 

on: 

• Saturday, March 4th 

• Doors open at 6 Dancing starts at 7 

• Immaculate Conception Parish Center Gym  

2300 Church Rd. Arnold, MO  

• All are welcome and we’ll even teach you 

how to square dance. 

• $10.00 in advance & $12.00 at the door 

(includes chili, hot dogs, nachos & cheese, 

snacks, tea, lemonade, coffee, and 

desserts)! 

• Advance reservations suggested and 

appreciated by February 25th  

• Call or text Debbie Schisler at 314-608-0973 

or email at debschisler56@yahoo.com or 

Sue Haas at 314-494-7322 at 

suehaas216@gmail.com 

• If you would be interested in carpooling to 

this event look for a signup sheet in the 

vestibule. 

Catholic Women For Christ 2023 
 

The Catholic Women for Christ 2023 conference will be 

held at the Si Commons at St. Louis University High 

School on Saturday March 11th. The theme this year is 

“New Life: Renewed in God’s Love” 

We are thrilled to welcome Katie Prejean McGrady, 

international speaker, podcaster & daily radio show host 

on Sirius XM, Sr. Karolyn Nunes FSGM vocation 

Director and speaker, Fr. John Schneier, Associate 

pastor at Incarnate Word Parish. We will also be joined 

by Archbishop Mitchell Rozanski for mass.   
 

You can register online at 

www.catholicwomenforchrist.com  

2022 Tithing Report 
 

Thank you for your generous support to Mary, Mother of 
the Church!  We are proud to tithe 10% of our collections 
each month.  In 2022 we donated a total of $88,989 to 39 
wonderful organizations across our community and 
beyond!  Each organization received an average of 
$2,282 over 2 payments in the year.  Together we are 
making a difference! 

Thank You 
 

     Kenrick-Glennon Seminary thanks you for you 

generosity this past Christmas. Our seminarians are 

grateful for the prayers and support of your parish.  
 

     There is still time to donate! Please visit: 

Kenrick.edu/GodsPeople if you would like to share 

some of your treasure with the young men who will be 

leading our church in the future. 

Lenten Book Discussion 

 

     There will be a book discussion on St. Augustine’s 

“Confessions” on 6 Tuesdays during Lent: 

• Feb. 23—Mar. 30 

• 2:00—3:00 pm 

• Pauline Books and Media 

9804 Watson Rd in Crestwood 

• Register @ https://forms.office.com/r/

NeK0dagJGm or call 314-965-3512 

https://archstl.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cc770450fc617cd69e03b739a&id=7521db1663&e=74b54f46cb
https://forms.office.com/r/NeK0dagJGm
https://forms.office.com/r/NeK0dagJGm


 

A Thank you from Ignatian Volunteer 

Corps: Matches individuals looking for 

meaningful service opportunities with partner 

sites who serve the poor and marginalized in the St. 

Louis community. 
 

Thank you for your support and partnership. I am 

grateful for your thoughtfulness and generosity and 

assure you that any specific directives you provided will 

be given detailed consideration.  
 

Gifts such as your empower the Jesuits Central and 

Southern Province to fulfill our Mission—to “find God in 

all things.” We dedicate ourselves to the “greater glory of 

God” and the good of all humanity. We work in 

collaboration with people like you who share these 

values to build the body of Christ.  
 

On behalf of all those who serve in the province and 

those who will benefit from your kindness, please allow 

me to offer my sincere appreciation once again. Know 

that we pray for you every single day. 
 

Yours in Christ, Thomas P. Greene, S. J., Provincial 

Joy of Spousal Love 
 

Couple’s Evening Retreat with feature guest speakers 

Paul & Kay Halfmann with D:6 Ministers 

• Sunday, March 26 

• 5:30 pm—8:00 pm 

• Cost $30/couple (Dinner provided) 

• St. Justin Martyr  

       11910 Eddie & Park RD. 63126 

• Contact Marge at 

kathalynas@stjustinmartyr.org to 

register. 

Hunger and the Farm Bill: 

Education and Advocacy Training 

 

• Saturday, Feb. 25
th
 

• 10am to noon 

• St. Pius V Catholic Church, Singler Hall 

       3310 S. Grand Blvd. 

       St. Louis, MO 63118 The church is near the  

       intersection of I-44 and Grand Blvd. Enter      

       from Utah Street. 
 

Connect with others in the St. Louis area who want to 

advocate for a more just world.  
 

Join Bread for the World, JustFaith Ministries St. Louis, 

Catholic Relief Services and other faith and hunger 

organizations, to learn about hunger and the impact of 

federal policies like the Farm Bill.  
 

Next month at Mary Mother we’ll make it easy for 

parishioners to contact our legislators about these issues. 

In the meantime, register for this workshop by following 

the link in the “Church News” section of our parish’s 

website. 
 

If you have any questions, or if you want to carpool, 

please call/text Peggy Dolter at (314)517-7343. 

Permanent Diaconate Information Night 
On there will be a Permanent Deaconate Information 

Night on: 

• Monday, March 13, 2023 and  

• Monday, March 20, 2023 A 

• At Cardinal Rigali Center 

• Meetings will begin at 6:30 PM. 

     The Office of the Permanent Diaconate will be 

holding informational meetings for men who are 

interested in exploring the possibility of a vocation to the 

Permanent Diaconate.  Interested men are invited to 

attend one of the sessions. Wives of interested men are 

strongly encouraged to attend.  For more information or 

to reserve a spot at the meeting, please contact the 

Office of the Permanent Diaconate at 314.792.7433.  

Thank you 
Dear Mary Mother Family, 

Many thanks for all your caring prayers, greeting cards, 

spiritual bouquet cards, phone calls, visits, all those who 

brought delicious meals, those who brought the 

Eucharist, and all those who offered to help in some way 

or other.  Please continue your prayers as I continue to 

recuperate from knee  surgery, wound care, and then 

later 6 weeks of physical therapy.  All your caring support 

is helping with my recovery.   

Gratefully with our love,                  Mary Lou & Bill Peters 
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