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Zacchaeus comes down and rejoices to Welcome Jesus 

“When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to 

him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at 

your house today.” So he came down at once and 

welcomed him gladly. 



    

 

 

 

 

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks…” (1Thes. 5,16) 

The cry and longing of Advent Season:  “Amen! Come Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22,20) 

Third Sunday of Advent surfaces out into our conscious awareness: ‘Jesus is coming…He is coming 
soon…He is near…in fact He is here…here with us…in our midst…in our homes.’ Therefore ‘Rejoice 
Always…(Gaudete Sunday). We light our rose candle of the Advent wreath. We light our 
Christmas tree. Jesus is here! 

Amidst and in spite of what his people have gone through – slavery & death in Babylon for 50 
years --- Isaiah the prophet proclaimed to his people: 

 The spirit of God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted,  

to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners,  

to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God. 

 

Our responsorial psalm is the cry of Mary in the Magnificat--- her blessedness: “My soul proclaims 
the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior”. As well, 
Paul reminds and exhorts the Thessalonians what is essential in the life 
of becoming and being followers of the Lord – Rejoice always! Pray 
unceasingly & give thanks. 

Indeed…yes, the Lord is here…here with us, here in our homes…but 
NOT YET…not fully. We continue to pray “thy kingdom come”. 

In the Gospel, John quoting the prophet Isaiah: “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the desert, make straight the way of the Lord’. 

As I was praying reflecting and writing on the Word, I was much 
impacted as I hear the rejoicing, excitement and hope as the approval of the needed vaccine was 
handed down …yes amidst the unimaginable pain, suffering caused by the pandemic…the 3,000 
deaths a day…there is great hope…the beginning of an end of our 
own “Babylon”.  And yet, we also hear that while we see the light at 
the end of the tunnel---the tunnel seems to be long ---Like John saying 
we have to change our ways, a radical change -- to think of others and 
more embracing for and with one another. 

Third Sunday of Advent: we join Zacchaeus come down at once from 
the tree and welcome Jesus gladly. He tells the Lord: “Look, Lord! Here and now, I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times 
the amount. Let us light our Christmas tree---and as a community tell and retell the Zacchaeus in 
us. 



 

 

 

Come Down Zacchaeus is a 3-yr sojourn to 

‘reimagine’ the celebration of our Faith. Let us 

celebrate our Faith at Home.  Let us as a Family 

pray together; walk with our children to learn the 

Faith together via Zoom... 

A Joyful Sunday. The Third Sunday of Advent is also 

known as Gaudete Sunday. The word “gaudete” is derived 

from the Latin words “gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to rejoice 

or be glad. Gaudete Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days 

before Christmas, and the nearness of the feast is reason for 

great joy. 

The Term “Gaudete.” Gaudete is taken from the Entrance 

Antiphon: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 

Indeed, the Lord is near” (paraphrase, Phil 4:4-5). Advent is 

a time of joyful expectation and eager preparation for the 

Solemnity of Christmas. 

(thecatholicspirit.com) 

Getting to know our leaders 
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W                E                 S                  T                 Y 

Ron & Amy  Orlando & Ana  Francisco & Tere 

Education   

Alvin Sunga 

Service  

Lalap Mamangun 

Temporalities  

Fernando Perez 

 
Youth 

Emily Acuna 

& Mary Anne 

Garcia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 

In good times and bad, Sister Theresa and the senior religious shown here 

have dedicated themselves to God’s work. Together with nearly 30,000 

elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests in the United States, 

they educated the young, tended the sick, and ministered to the needy. 

Today, they pray for a world that is hurting. Yet many religious 

communities do not have enough retirement savings and struggle to 

provide for aging members. Covid-19 has only increased these challenges. 

Your tax-deductible gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps furnish 

medications, nursing care, and more. 

Please be generous. 



 

December 12-13 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Gifts and toys should inspire joy, not cause injuries 

Avoid safety hazards while gifting with these tips from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission: Toys are age-rated for safety, not for children’s intellect and physical ability, 
so be sure to choose toys in the correct age range; choose toys for children under 3 that do not have small parts 
that could be choking hazards; for children under 10, avoid toys that must be plugged into an electrical outlet; be 
cautious about toys that have button batteries or magnets, which can be harmful or fatal if swallowed; and when 
giving scooters and other riding toys, give the gift of appropriate safety gear, too; helmets should be worn at all 
times and they should be sized to fit. For more information, visit https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/
seasonal-safety/winter/holiday. 

  
Los regalos y juguetes deben inspirar alegría, no causar lesiones 

Evite los peligros al dar regalos, siguiendo estos consejos de la Academia Estadounidense de Pediatría y de la 
Comisión de Seguridad de Productos para el Consumidor de Estados Unidos: los juguetes están clasificados por 
edad, por seguridad, no por el intelecto y la capacidad física de los niños, así que asegúrese de elegir juguetes en el 
rango de edad correcto. Elija juguetes para niños menores de 3 años que no tengan piezas pequeñas que puedan 
representar un peligro de asfixia. Para los niños menores de 10 años de edad, evite los juguetes que deban 
enchufarse a un tomacorriente; tenga cuidado con los juguetes que tienen pilas de botón o imanes, que pueden ser 
dañinos o fatales si se ingieren; y al regalar scooters y otros juguetes para montar, también regale el equipo de 
seguridad apropiado. Los niños deben usar casco en todo momento, los cuales deben ser del tamaño adecuado para 
cada edad. Para obtener más información, visite https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/
winter/holiday. 

https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/news-features-and-safety-tips/Pages/Toy-Safety-Tips-from-the-American-Academy-of-Pediatrics.aspx
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2018/Dont-Play-with-Toy-Safety-CPSC-Tips-for-Safe-Gifts
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2018/Dont-Play-with-Toy-Safety-CPSC-Tips-for-Safe-Gifts
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/child-safety/button-batteries
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/winter/holiday
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/winter/holiday
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/winter/holiday
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/winter/holiday


 

 

Hector Santana 

Romeo Florendo 

Jimmy Enriquez 

Lit Miranda 

Connie Francisco Manzo 

 

The Giving Tree 

Once again, our dear St. Lorenzo 

Ruiz Parish Community will 

have the opportunity to share its 

blessings with other brothers and 

sisters less fortunate —the need of 

giving ritualized as the Giving 

Tree. 

Due to the specified guidelines 

due to Covid this year, we are 

allowed to make monetary donations through the 

Venmo app or Faith Direct (Online Giving) or 

you may also bring your Gift card donations to 

the Parish Office.  

For many people the holidays are extremely 
difficult.  Let us put 
together our efforts 
and celebrate 
Advent Time in a 
beautiful and 
special way by 
manifesting the 
love of God to these 

families.  

Let us remember what St. Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta once said: 

"At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a 

warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and 

serving others with God’s own love and concern.”  

     Please continue 

praying and caring 

for our sick family 

members, friends, 

neighbors &       

parishioners. 

 

Cesar Resplandor 

Hans Joachim Herbst 

Noel Bascon 

Margarita Panaligan 

 

 

 

The personal question/action for 
today:  Am I aware of not only the 
presents from GOD, but the presence of 
GOD in my life?  How do I show that I can 
rejoice in what GOD is doing in my life?  Is 
there some particular area in my life in 
which I could use a little more Spirit-led 
discernment?  How can I be a better 
witness to the presence of the Christ, the 
Messiah, the Anointed One in my life and 
the lives of others? 

 

Reflectionsbybob.weebly.com 

Dec. 13, 2020 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 

  
May you continue to rejoice in the coming of the 
Lord Jesus into your life and may you assist oth-
ers in recognizing His presence by giving witness 
to the Light. 
  
The days are getting shorter and shorter.  With-
out artificial lights, we would be over-whelmed 
by the cold darkness of approaching winter.  Yet 
as we look around us, we see the illumination 
which turns the darkness into wonderful display 
of colored lights.  The lights are meant to give 
witness to the fact that the Light of the World 
has come into our darkness in order to give us 
hope and assurance that when He returns again, 
all who are open to Him will share in the eternal 
Light.   
 
We need to rejoice at the coming of the Light, 
and also ask that we may be enlightened to dis-
cern what the Lord Jesus is asking of us.  



Sponsors of Light 

Norma Jean & Jimmy Peguero 
In loving memory of Angel G Perez & Elena 

Ralph & Ofelia Peguero 

Enrique & Lecha Perez 

 

Sponsors of Eucharistic Wine 

Aggabao FamilyA 

In loving memory of Antonio Aggabao 

Thank you to our December Liturgical Sponsors 

 
 

 

Sign up online:   

Faithdirect.net  

Parish Code:  CA839 

Together in Mission  

As of Nov 16, 2020 

Parish Goal: $ 89,375.00 

Amount Pledge:$ 76,082.66       85.1% 

Amount Paid: $ 65,749.60          73.6% 

Difference over/under goal   $23,625    -26.4% 

Second Collection   

Retirement Fund for Religious 

December 12 & 13  

 Want to receive free church updates & notifications?  

An excellent way to receive information, updates of our 

SLR events and activities...and fast notifications! 

Just text:  JOINSLR to 84576 

A special thanks to                                

Benny & Anita 

Deacon Ray & Connie 

for our kneeling pads 

Budi & Siska 

for our projects  

Did you know you 

can use the Venmo 

App to donate to 

church? Just scan 

to download. 

 

Visit the SLR bookstore & 

gift shop! Open Sundays 

8:30am-12:00nn 

Join us to promote our 

Program  

“Come Down Zacchaeus 

— bring the Faith Home!” 

Use “Zacchaeus masks” - ask our volunteers. 



 

 

 
 

 
 Archbishop Gomez’ prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe for healing 

 
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas, 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,  
as you did at the wedding in Cana. 
Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
 
For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 
 
We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate Mother, 
health of the sick and cause of our joy. 
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 


