
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  St. Lorenzo Ruiz Catholic Parish Community 
 

747 N. Meadow Pass Road, Walnut, CA 91789 
     (909) 595-9545     saintlorenzo.org   

 
Facebook: @slrwalnut    YouTube: Lorenzo Ruiz Walnut 

 

 

April 24:  DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Masses: 7:30 am; 9:00 am; 10:30 am; 6:30 
pm  (No 1:30 pm Mass)            

 

By Bishop David O’Connell, D.D. 

 followed by a combined  Bilingual Mass  

 



 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 HE IS RISEN! INDEED, HE IS RISEN…ALLELUIA! 

To our dear parishioners, friends, and benefactors, 

HE IS RISEN! INDEED, HE IS RISEN…ALLELUIA! 

 A Blessed Easter to all. “Truly, this is the day the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and be glad!” 

Let us embrace that Mercy and love of the Risen Lord as 

he invited Zacchaeus to come down quickly from that 

branch because ‘today’ he comes to our house ‘risen 

and alive’ … and turns it to a Home. 

As a parish community, let us once again resolve to 

“renew” our commitment of ‘becoming’ and ‘being’ 

church through ‘re-membering’ and ‘re-imagining’ our 

being Catholics learning to ritualize our ‘faith’ with our 

family, particularly our children. May our faith be alive in 

our homes as we are “informed”, “formed” and 

“transformed” by the power of the Word of God! We 

invite everyone, to make time each day as a “way of 

life” to read and reflect on the Word.  

During this grace-filled time of ‘Mystagogia’ (Easter 

Season), let us tell and retell the story of Jesus like the two 

disciples of Emmaus--- that Jesus IS RISEN! --- Each One, 

Teach One and Each One Take Two. The proof of the 

Resurrection is not truly the empty tomb…it is us who 

believe! Let us get together, with family, friends and 

fellow parishioners and begin to profit from the ‘witness’ 

of one another by sharing what we believe…Welcome 

Home…here where Earth “kisses” Heaven. 

Finally, I praise and bless the Lord for his mercy and love. 

I am who I am today with you because He is “mercy and 

love”. I cannot thank you enough for your incessant 

prayers “storming the heavens”, lullabying me 

throughout…throughout the most difficult and trying 

times…times of the unknown…through Covid and 

Cancer. 

I thank in a special way Bishop Dave who walked with 

me so significantly from day one. As well, Fr. Charles and 

the new leadership guiding our community. The Lord 

cannot be outdone with his hospitality…and in that 

song, I cry out with “I do not know how to love Him”. 

Again, to all of you ---“He is Risen! Indeed, He is 

Risen…Alleluia, Alleluia!” 

With a most grateful heart, 

Fr. Tony 

  

Highlights from Mass Friday, April 8 @ 

7:00am as the community 

celebrated Fr. Tony’s 49th Sacerdotal 

(priest) anniversary.  

Special thanks to Bishop Dave, Fr. 

Charles, Fr. Francis, Deacon Brian, 

Deacon Steve & Deacon Ray who 

joined the SLR early worshippers 

who gathered for a breakfast potluck. 



 

 

April 24:  DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Masses: 7:30 am; 9:00 am; 10:30 am; 6:30 
pm  (No 1:30 pm Mass) 

   

  By Bishop David O’Connell, D.D. 

 followed by a combined Bilingual Mass  

 

From left:  Tim Lopez, Fr. Tony & 

Bishop Dave enjoying breakfast 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Stone Has Been Rolled Away, New Life Springs Forth 

 

One of the cultural shocks I experienced when I came to the United States 
was on Easter. On my first Easter in the United States, I went to the store to 
buy a few items and I found so many decorations of rabbits and eggs. I 
remember asking the attendant, “What is it about all the eggs and 
rabbits?”. She said with a grin on her face, “It’s the Easter bunny and he 
lays the eggs and hides them during Easter.” I froze… I knew I had rabbits 
when I was a teenager as pets, but never saw any of them lay eggs!! Maybe 
they hid them from me. What shocked me most was that on the day of 
Jesus’s resurrection, there had become a frenzy of egg hunting and a 
bunny hiding eggs.  So I read about it and found out that the story of the 

Easter Bunny probably became common in the 19th Century. Around this time of the year, rabbits give 
birth to a big litter of babies called “kittens”, as such they become a symbol of new life. It is believed 
that the Easter Bunny lays, decorates, and hides eggs. The eggs symbolize new life. 
Truth be told, the Bunny that lays eggs, decorates them, and hides them is still a 
mystery to me. However, I like the symbolism of new life. That’s what Easter is 
about. 

 

When Jesus resurrected from the dead 2000 years ago, it was like the story of a 
bunny that lays eggs, decorates them, and hides them. It was a complete mystery never heard of. A man 
coming back from the dead was unthinkable. It’s no surprise that each of the 4 gospels have a different 
take on what exactly happened on the night of the resurrection. It’s a mystery. But that’s what God 
really intended. He doesn’t want us to be stuck back there scratching our heads about what happened 
and how it happened. The resurrection that happened in history is at the same time always and 
everywhere with us. Our human history, our everyday moments, our experiences are woven into Easter 
itself: making us people of the resurrection. Whenever peace comes beyond conflict, whenever 
forgiveness comes beyond grievance, whenever joy comes beyond sorrow, whenever love comes beyond 
fear, whenever freedom triumphs beyond imprisonment, the stone is rolled away and the resurrection, 
Easter, happens in our lives. 

 

If we only look back when we started our Lenten observances, especially at the things we gave up or 
had to forego, we realize a new life has been born in us: a stone has been rolled away. If you gave up 
gossiping, now you can speak kindness about others; if you gave up use of unkind words, now you 
know how to use kind words; if you gave up alcohol, now you have better self-control; if you gave up 
rage and anger, now you have better patience and empathy. This is the new life, the resurrection, the 
Easter we celebrate everyday of our lives.  

As we rejoice with the resurrected Lord today, my prayer is that we embrace the new life we have began 
with him, a new beginning of our lives, the Easter of our lives for the stone is now rolled away. 

 

Happy Easter to you all. 

 

Fr Charles Balamaze 

 



 

 

Every 3rd Sunday of the 

month (April 17): 

Bring Food 

Bags home, 

fill with your 

favorite 

groceries 

to share with others...return 

next Sunday—April 24! 

St. Lorenzo ruiz community 
prayer sojourn 

Los Angeles Archdiocese Jubilee, St. Lorenzo Ruiz Church 
Quest  for Shrinehood and Discipleship Prayers  

 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your 
servant, St. Junipero Serra, and for all the 
missionaries, native peoples, and immigrants who 

established Mission San Gabriel Arcngel, that your 
Kingdom might extend to the ends of the earth. Help 
us to walk in their footsteps as missionary disciples.  

“Through your intercession, St. Lorenzo Ruiz, may 
God favor us in our quest to further our dream … 
this house of God, to be declared a Diocesan 
Shrine,”  where heaven kisses earth in mercy and 
piety.  

Like Zacchaeus coming down from the tree, we at St. 
Lorenzo Ruiz Parish Community may bring the 
name of Jesus Christ in every home in our parish 
and to the ends of the earth.  

Amen.  

Volunteer in church! 

Contact Parish Office 

909-595-9545 



Together in Mission  

As of April 1, 2022 

Goal:  $ 71,983 

Pledge:  $13,323.34 (18%) 

Paid:  $9,488.34   (13%) 

 

 

We thank our April                             
Liturgical Sponsors 

Sponsors of Light 

Nora R. Giron and family 

in loving memory of Romeo R. Giron 

Sponsors of Altar Bread & Wine 

Lydia Sison Sebastian 

in thanksgiving and in celebration             

of her birthday  

Sponsors of the Word 

Marina Fulache  

in memory of Armand Laygo 

 

Still using envelopes for your Sunday offertory? Lent is 
a time to consider a new 
approach. Switching to 
eGiving instead of cash 
or checks is a more 
efficient, convenient way 
to give.   
 
Faith Direct – our 
parish’s online giving 
platform – is a tool you 
can use to deepen your 
commitment to the 
church and the ministries you care about most. Your 
recurring gifts will sustain our mission month after month, 
and it will also help our parish by cutting the costs of 
envelopes (and using less paper!), and reducing the time 
we spend processing cash and checks.  

• Enroll in our online giving 
program by visiting  
saintlorenzo.org Click on  
ONLINE GIVING & enter 
Church code: CA839 

• Or Fill out a form  

• Or Call/Visit Parish  Office 
909-595-9545  

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

As we journey in prayer, self-denial and sharing 
through this Springtime, we cannot thank enough 

our Sponsors for this Lenten Season with generous 
hearts. 

Jojo & Eileen Cambe 

Ruben & Rose Rodriguez 

 Francis & Ruth Calderon 

Reynaldo & Trini Foliente 

Asian Journal  

Marina Fulache 

Vicky & Vanessa Gallardo 

Nol & Connie Tabangay 

Bob & Vangie Sia 

We thank Lydia Sebastian with Mother of 

Mercy Homes Inc. for our Food Bags! 

 We thank Ito ay Atin Restaurant for our 

Lenten Guide 2022 

Each one, Teach one…                 

Each one, Take two! 

Vanessa, 

Thank you for 

gifting us with our 

Easter candles ! 



 

Want to help our 

Church  grow 

with the Word of God? 

Be a Word Among Us (Daily Reading Book) 

sponsor! Please visit or contact the Parish Office 

(909) 595-9545. 

“When we give freely to God, we receive 
freely from God.” 

 

 

 

Pastor—Fr. Tony P. Astudillo 

Associate Pastor—Fr. Charles Balamaze 

 frcharles@saintlorenzo.org 

Deacon - Brian Miller 

 bmillerslr@yahoo.com 

Business Manager—Bong Anonas 

 bonganonas@saintlorenzo.org 

Director of Formation —Susie Taon 

 susietaon@saintlorenzo.org 

Music Director 

 —JCris Ronquillo     

 jcris@saintlorenzo.org 

Director of Religious Education– Gaby Coria 

 gabycoria@saintlorenzo.org 

Parish Secretary—Maria Ortiz 

 mariaortiz@saintlorenzo.org 

Pastor’s Secretary—Becky Salgado 

 beckysalgado@saintlorenzo.org 

Youth & Confirmation– Mary Anne Garcia 

 maryannegarcia@saintlorenzo.org  

Program/Bulletin Coordinator   - Jeri Policarpio 

 jeripolicarpio@saintlorenzo.org                              

Our Mission Statement   

As a welcoming community, we celebrate our life, 
conscious of our  multi-ethnic traditions, vowing 

unity with Christ in our multi-cultural differences. 
We usher in our lives (being evangelized) and 
proclaim (as evangelizers) the reign of  God as 

Priests, Prophets and Kings, and in so doing, we 
celebrate our discipleship in Christ Jesus.  We extol 

“being Church” through the formation of Small 
Faith Communities as a way of life in being priests, 
prophets and kings; thus, we  become economically 
stable and self-reliant as we give special attention 

and solicitude to our youth and the needy. 

“They were faithful to the teaching of the apostles, the 

common life of sharing,  the breaking of bread and the 

prayers.”          (Acts 2:42)                                                                                                                  

Mass Schedule*  

In Person, inside church 

 

 Mon to Fri:  7:00am and 7:00pm  

Sat:  8:00am 

5:00pm– livestreamed  

Sunday:  7:30am Church   

 9:00am Church               

 10:30am  Church —livestreamed                                          
12:00pm Church  —livestreamed             

 1:30pm (Spanish) Church livestreamed                                 
6:30pm  Church 

Confession:  Monday-Friday: 6:45am & 6:45pm,             

First Friday:  7:30-8:30pm ;  Saturday:  3:30pm–

4:30pm     

Parish Office 909-595-9545                                                          



Hospitality at SLR with families & ministries… 

Come and sign up to host one Sunday! 

Contact Sheila at  909-595-9545 

sheilasobretodo@gmail.com 

 

  

FINAL BLESSING OF THE  

 GARDEN OF GOD:  

 THE WAY OF THE CROSS –  

THE WAY TO DISCIPLESHIP  

      9:00am  Sunday, May 1      

   By Bishop David O’Connell, D.D. 

San Gabriel Regional Bishop 

Please note our 9:00am and 10:30am 
Masses will be combined. 

April 24:  DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Masses: 7:30 am; 9:00 am; 10:30 am; 6:30 pm  
(No 1:30 pm Mass) 

  

By Bishop David O’Connell, D.D. 

 followed by a combined Bilingual Mass  

 

Below:  Morning worshippers after 

the 7am mass & breakfast —Fri. 

April 8, celebrating our Pastor’s 

anniversary 

Choir members serve coffee/donuts after the 9am Palm Sunday Mass 

Fr. Charles, Bong & Jing 

Anonas, Sonny & Zeny Ilagan 

Palm Sunday 10:30am Mass 


