
Fifth Sunday of Lent                                                                   March 29, 2020 

 
 

THE PASTOR’S  PEN 

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

As we draw ever closer to Holy Week our Lord now 

has his sights set on Jerusalem, and the pace is 

quickening. In these next two weeks, we’re living just 

one part of the Gospel passage from today: an 

encounter with the reality of suffering and death. Jesus 

is asking us to have faith in him. 

In today’s First Reading the prophet Ezekiel reminds 

us of the Lord’s promise to not only to bring us back 

to life but to bring us home. It doesn’t take theology or 

catechism to realize that death is the biggest “game 

over” we experience in life. Even believing in the 

Resurrection does not spare us from fearing the fact 

that we have to be resurrected from something 

intrinsically unpleasant: death. Even as we lower our 

loved ones into the tomb, we are encouraged by the 

promise of the Lord that death will not have the last 

word. We’ll not only be restored to life; we’ll be 

brought home and returned to those we love. 

In today’s Second Reading Paul reminds us that faith 

in being restored to life is not enough. We have to 

believe that we have to bear Christ within us so that 

the Spirit may restore us to life. If we just believe in 

reincarnation or being absorbed into some cosmic 

energy, or just living on in the memory of those we 

leave behind or some cold stone monument, God’s 

power cannot restore us to life. 

When we receive Baptism, we die in Christ. We go 

under the water to represent descending into death, but 

we also bind our fate with that of Christ’s and rise 

from the waters of death into new life. Next Sunday 

we’ll remember Christ’s journey from Incarnation to 

Passion and Death, and we’ll participate in that. 

However, in faith and in Christ, we know that was not 

the end of Our Lord’s story, and it will not be the end 

of ours either. In the Gospel today, Jesus shows us our 

faith combined with him is something much more. It is 

not just a passive faith that takes the shots as they 

come. Through Martha’s faith in Christ, we see the 

power of belief conjoined to God. When news reaches 

him that Lazarus was sick, Jesus didn’t go hurrying to 

Bethany and he said the illness would not end in death. 

However, he also added something a little more 

mysterious, something the disciples didn’t pick up on: 

the illness was “for the glory of God, that the Son of 

God may be glorified through it.”  In our life of faith, 

we have to be attentive to Our Lord’s words, because 

often at first glance we can pass over what he is trying 

to say to us. Faith is not just an assent to something 

presented to us as credible. It is also a source of light. 

We can go back to Our Lord’s words over and over in 

faith and find new light and new meaning. No one 

expected Our Lord would be able to bring back 

someone who’d been dead for days. All the other 

people he’d raised from the dead had only recently 

died. When Jesus told Martha her brother would rise, 

she knew, but she just thought Jesus was consoling her 

with the Jewish belief, even before Christ’s 

Resurrection, that Lazarus would be raised with 

everyone else on the last day. Martha’s faith had been 

strong enough to withstand not seeing Jesus for days 

and watching her brother die. It was strong enough to 

be the instrument for the sign he wanted to work for 

many other believers: the raising of her brother from 

death. So he invited her to believe that even those who 

believed and died would live. She put her faith in him, 

not just the Jewish teaching about a future 

resurrection. When Jesus ordered the tomb to be 

opened, Martha’s faith was rewarded, and the power 

of God through those who believe was shown.  

Peace to you and yours, 

 Fr. Stevens 

All Masses cancelled for attendance  

by the public until further notice.  

The pastor is, however, still offering the  

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass each day.  

 

Mass Intention  

Contact the office if you wish to schedule a 

Mass for a particular intention 
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Saturday, March 28 
5:00 p.m.  
St. Louis Parish 
 
Sunday, March 29 
8:00 a.m. 
Bill Dombrowski (D) 
10:30 a.m. 
PA Julius and Mrs. Regina 
Edemo (D) 
 
Monday, March 30 
8:30 a.m. 
Pope Francis 
 
Tuesday, March 31 
6:00 p.m.  
Bishop William. A. Wack 
 
Wednesday, April 1 
8:30 a.m.  
Thomas Berwager (D) 
 
Thursday, April 2 
6:00 p.m.  
Ronald Weaver (D) 
 
Friday, April 3 
8:30 a.m.   
Dale Weaver, Sr. (D) 
 
Saturday, April 4 
5:00 p.m. 
Cindy Colvin (D) 
 
Sunday, April 5 

8:00 a.m. 
St. Louis Parish 
10:30 a.m.  

Mass Intentions 

ON-LINE GIVING 

 

During this global pandemic St. 

Louis Catholic Church will be 

closed for an undetermined amount 

of time. Please take a moment to 

consider the option of On-Line Giv-

ing.  

On-Line Giving will ensure that the 

church continues to meet our finan-

c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s .  V i s i t 

www.stlouiscatholicchurch.org and 

click the On-Line Giving box to start 

your On-Line Giving journey. 

 

OFFERTORY REPORT 

(for Sunday, March 22) 

 
Offertory this week:                            $1,158.00 

Target:                                                 $4,734.78 

Collected vs. Target for month          -$5,991.36 

Collected vs. Target for Fiscal Year  -$1,945.17 

Projected Offertory for year:           $267,311.88 

Annual Budget:                               $270,000.00 

 

Building Fund this week                        $147.00 

Collected this month:                          $1,699.00 

Target for the month:                          $2,713.00 

 

Improvements Collections                       $93.00 

Total collected to date:                        $6,166.50 

CRS RICE BOWL 

Opportunity to Dream 

Young people must 

be provided good 

nutrition to be able 

to pursue their 

dreams. Did you 

have the opportunity to dream? What 

can you do to give young people the 

opportunity to dream? Visit crsrice-

bowl.org for more. 

WE WANT YOUR CANS!  

 

Please remember to save 

and bring your emptied 

aluminum cans for our 

recycle program. You 

may drop them off and 

place them in the bins inside the 

dumpster's gated fence (left side), 

located on the church grounds' park-

ing lot. Since its inception, we have 

raised much funding towards  con-

tinued building and grounds im-

provements at Saint Louis. Your de-

voted support is very much appreci-

ated!!   

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish office remains open 

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday. Please 

call us at 850-262-8156 or 850-

262-8155 with any questions you 

have. You can also e-mail us  at 

stlouischurch@embarqmail.com. 

Please visit our website  

www.stlouiscatholicchurch for 

updates, online giving, and other 

information.  

 

PENSACOLA, FL (March 18, 2020) 

Churches will suspend all public Sunday 

and weekday Masses beginning noon Fri-

day, March 20, 2020, until further notice. 

Bishop William A. Wack, CSC dispenses 

Catholics from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass while this suspension re-

mains in effect. All other regularly sched-

uled liturgies and gatherings in churches 

will be cancelled as well. At this time, 

churches will be open for private prayer 

and devotion at the pastor’s discretion. 

  

Bishop Wack encourages all Catholics to 

“keep holy the Sabbath,” by reflecting on 

the Word of God and pray with the local 

Catholic community by virtual attendance 

at daily Mass and Sunday Mass, which 

can be streamed through the internet by 

visiting: 

www.ptdiocese.org/livestreammass. 

 

“We are all one in the Body of Christ. Let 

us pray for each other during this time of 

crisis and uncertainty. Please join me in 

praying for our brothers and sisters who 

are isolated or who are sick. We pray as 

well for the brave medical personnel and 

first responders, and all who are caring for 

the sick and quarantined. And let us not 

forget those who are lonely, afraid, de-

pressed or anxious at this time,” said 

Bishop Wack. 

 

http://www.ptdiocese.org/livestreammass

