
Second Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord                                April 19, 2020 

 

 

THE PASTOR’S  PEN 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

Today’s Readings remind us why today, Divine Mercy 

Sunday, we’re celebrating the gift of Divine Mercy. 

The Gospel takes us back to the evening of that first 

Easter Sunday. The disciples have gathered back 

together, but more out of fear than of faith: they had 

all abandoned Our Lord on the Cross. How could they 

expect mercy after what they’d done? 

In today’s First Reading we see the first heady days of 

a Christian community redeemed and reconciled 

through the grace of Christ. Long before apostasies, 

heresies, or schisms, we see the first believers sharing 

their lives, their bread, and their prayers. We also see 

that the Apostles have a special role in the community: 

believers are devoted to their teaching. The faith, 

handed down by Christ to the Apostles, and then 

handed on through the centuries to us, continues to 

unite us. Those first believers didn’t believe in a 

vacuum: the Apostles showed many signs and 

wonders to bolster their faith. Even today when 

Christians live in harmony, not only with fellow 

believers but with their fellow man, they are a sign and 

a wonder of the reconciling power of Christ. Lumen 

Gentium teaches that the Church is called to be a sign 

and instrument of “both of a very closely knit union 

with God and of the unity of the whole human 

race” (n.1). The believers didn’t do it alone and neither 

do we. Our Lord has given us sacred ministers to help 

us live in harmony, and one way they do so is through 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

In today’s Second Reading St. Peter reminds us that 

the great mercy of God is what gives birth to a new 

hope in us. The Resurrection itself is a sign of the 

mercy of God. Our hope is alive because Christ was 

raised from the dead. Before his Resurrection the sins 

of mankind, from Adam on down, led to one dire 

conclusion: death and eternal separation from God. In 

Christ’s Resurrection we have a living hope that, 

through his mercy, death will not have the last word in 

our lives. We too will inherit the eternal life that he 

won for us on the Cross. However this “inheritance” is 

not automatic. Through trials and our efforts at 

purification, we show that we truly desire the gift of 

his mercy. Despite Our Lord’s victory we stumble or 

repeatedly fall, which is why we need his mercy 

repeatedly. 

In today’s Gospel Our Lord shows that he has a 

special mission for his Apostles: to be the instruments 

and channels of that mercy for the whole world 

through the sacrament of Confession. The Apostles 

need to be reconciled with the Lord they’d abandoned 

when he needed them most. Jesus tells them twice, 

“Peace be with you.” He shows them his hands and 

feet so that they can see the wounds and know it’s not 

a dream or an illusion, and the fact that they 

abandoned him was not a dream or illusion either.  

The sin really happened; the price really had to be paid 

for that sin, He paid the price in full with the words 

“Peace be with you,” He says what’s past is past. This 

reconciliation is meant to be maintained and to spread. 

Our Lord breathes on the apostles and says, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 

them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” This 

power comes from Christ through the Apostles, and 

through the bishops and priests who came after them, 

through the Sacrament of Confession. When Jesus 

says “Peace be with you” twice in this passage he is 

showing us that forgiveness is not a one-shot deal, or 

else Baptism would be enough. We’re always in need 

of his mercy because we continue to battle with our 

sins. When we examine our lives we always see 

moments where we could have done more and better, 

and Confession gives us the peace and grace to keep 

trying to do more and better. 

Peace to you and yours, 

 Fr. Stevens 

CRS RICE BOWL 

THANK YOU! 

 

Our community changes lives this 

Lent, and CRS Rice Bowl wants to 

say THANK YOU! Don’t forget to 

turn in your CRS Rice Bowl. You 

can drop them off at the St. Louis  office on Mondays and 

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
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Saturday, April 18 
5:00 p.m.  
Maybelle Gallana (D) 
 
Sunday, April 19 
9:00 a.m.  
St. Louis Parish 
 
Monday, April 20 
8:30 a.m.  
Laura Weaver (D) 
 
Tuesday, April 21 
6:00 p.m.  
Helen and Claude 
Mitten, Sr. (D) 
 
Wednesday, April 22 
8:30 a.m.  
Claude Mitten, Jr. (D) 
 
Thursday, April 23 
6:00 p.m.  
Catherine Gochnauer 
(D) 
 
Friday, April 24 
8:30 a.m.   
Dorothy Berwager (D) 
 
Saturday, April 25 
5:00 p.m. 
Lay Carmelites 
 
Sunday, April 26 

9:00 a.m.  
St. Louis Parish 

Mass Intentions 

 

 

HELP US STAY UP-TO-DATE! 

  

Have you changed your phone number 

or e-mail since you registered in the 

parish? Have you moved? Take a mo-

ment and send updated contact infor-

mation to the parish office at stlouis-

church@embarqmail.com or call 262-

8156.  

 

ON-LINE GIVING 

 

During this global pandemic St. 

Louis Catholic Church continues to 

be closed for an undetermined 

amount of time. Please take a mo-

ment to consider the option of On-

Line Giving.  

On-Line Giving will ensure that the 

church continues to meet our finan-

cial obligations. Simply visit 

www.stlouiscatholicchurch.org and 

click the On-Line Giving box to start 

your On-Line Giving journey.  

ATTENTION 

 

All Masses cancelled for atten-

dance by the public until further 

notice. The pastor is, however, 

still offering the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass each day.  

 

Mass Intention  

Contact the office if you wish to 

schedule a Mass for a particular 

intention 

 

 

WE WANT YOUR CANS!  

 

Please remember to save 

and bring your emptied 

aluminum cans for our 

recycle program. You 

may drop them off and 

place them in the bins 

inside the dumpster's 

gated fence (left side), located on the 

church grounds' parking lot. Since its 

inception, we have raised much fund-

ing towards  continued building and 

grounds improvements at Saint 

Louis. Your devoted support is very 

much appreciated!!   

PARISH OFFICE 

 

The Parish office remains open from 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday and 

Wednesday. Please call us at 262-

8156 or 262-8155 with any ques-

tions you have. You can e-mail us 

at: stlouischurch@embarqmail.com  

Please visit our website  

www.stlouiscatholicchurch for up-

dates, online giving, and other infor-

mation.  

 

 

OFFERTORY REPORT 

 

Our total collections last week 

were $4,266 through envelopes 

and $4,269 online. The total 

approaches a normal Easter for 

St. Louis. Please continue to 

give online, by dropping your 

envelopes at the office, or by 

mail at:  3640 Fred George 

               Tallahassee, FL 32303                           

 


