
NEWSLETTER
ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY

October is the month of the Holy Rosary. 
Pray the Rosary with your family for peace.

See last week's flyer for 
Halloween costume guidelines.
We ask each family to donate a 
bag of the candy listed with 
their grade for our trick or 
treating event. 
Join us in the parking lot at 
2:45pm for a costume parade 
before dismissal!

Halloween 

                Mark your calendars!
11/3 - Pre K 3                   11/29 - 3rd Grade
11/8 - Pre K 4                   12/1 - 4th Grade
11/10 - Kindergarten    12/6 - 5th Grade
11/15 - 1st Grade            12/8 - 6th Grade
11/17 - 2nd grade           12/15 - 7th Grade

Save the Date for
Coffee and Conversation!

October 17, 2022

Parents are invited to join Principal 
Harrigan for coffee and conversation 
about grade specific topics and areas 
of interest. Please save the date for 
your grade(s)! More details to follow.

Calling All Volunteers!
Please consider helping out with 

lunch and recess duty. 
CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP!



 Girls Volleyball
Great news for our Girls CYO Volleyball teams. 
Our Varsity team is currently 4-0 andJV is 2-1!

We are so proud of our girls!

Student 
Council

We would like to add that Sean Denney is 
the Social Concerns Chairperson on 
Student Council. 

We apologize that his name was left out of 
last week's newsletter.

PreK4A - Harrison Oliverio                      Grade 5 - Samara Rosado
Kindergarten - Aubrey Bartlett                                 Roman Juco
Grade 2 - Avery Massiah                                              Emely Sosa-Bartling
Grade 3 - Logan Wheeler                                            Macy Martinez
                  Nolan Thomas                           Grade 6 - Damian Baez-Feliciano
                  Nico Cobos                                 Grade 7 - Dorothy Baez-Feliciano
                  Matthew Aponte

Our Saint for this week is Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.

Students Recognized for the Saint of the Month 
 St. Francis of Assisi



HSA Happenings

All flyers are attached at the end of the newsletter. 
Thank you for your continued support!

The 8th grade class is putting together a school/parish-wide cookbook to give as 
gifts this holiday season. Please email recipes and pictures to 
sbacookbook2023@gmail.com or return your recipe cards (sent home last week). If 
you have any questions, please reach out to the email above.

Class of 2023 needs your family recipes! 

November Raffle
Monthly raffles, sponsored by the HSA, are always popular with our students! 
Entires for next month's prize basket will be due on our next Tag Day, Friday 11/11. 
Winner will be announced same day.

Pretzel Sale Bundle
A new way to purchase pretzels! Flyers for our monthly pretzel sale bundle went 
home recently and ensure your child will receive a pretzel each month. Same day 
sales may NOT be available so please consider this NEW offering. Deadline to 
purchase the bundle is Friday 10/21 at a cost of $16 per student.

Coming Up!
Monthly Restaurant Fundraisers, 
Clothing Drive, Scholastic Book 
Fair, Christmas Shop, Winter 
Wonderland and so much more!

Thanksgiving Pie Sale
Our annual pie sale is here and we are thrilled to be partnering with Dreyer Farms in 
Cranford this year! Order forms will be sent home this week. Pies will be available 
for pickup at school during Thanksgiving week.  A special thank you to our new 
Thanksgiving Pie Volunteer Chair, Mr. Jenco!
Gertrude Hawk Holiday Fundraiser
Our holiday fundraiser is in full swing! As you think of holiday shopping, consider 
some of these sweet treats for your family, friends, teachers and classroom aides! 
Catalogs were sent home with students last week. The deadline to order is 
Thursday 11/17.

We had a great turnout for the Halloween 
movie night—thanks to all who attended and 
volunteered, and special thanks to event 
chairs Fabrizia and Frances! A Spring Movie 
Night is in the works. It's a fun (and 
economical!) family night out!

SBA Movie Night



JMJ The Importance of 
Bringing Children to Holy Mass

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them; for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” - Mt. 19: 14. When we bring
our children to Holy Mass, we are bringing our children (as well as
ourselves) to Jesus, to His perfect Sacrifice offered to God the Father for
the salvation of the human race, we are bringing them to Jesus – Body,
Blood, Soul, and Divinity, we are bringing them to the fountain of grace
flowing from His Paschal Mystery! Don’t miss the grace!                                                  

1. Bring them and keep bringing them. Be consistent. Mass is the greatest 
privilege this side of heaven.
2. Sit close to the front if possible. It's usually the easiest place to find a seat.
3. Arrive to Mass a little ahead of time.
4. Use common sense in terms of noise. Don't be too quick to jump if there is 
some very “light” noise or murmuring—they are children, not adults. But if baby is 
wailing or child is “throwing a fit,” take him/her to the cry room or vestibule.
5. My opinion is that it's best to leave toys at home. If they need their blanket 
that’s fine (and quiet). If they must have something else, maybe a colorful Bible 
book or book on a saint, or better yet, on the Mass. Bottles are okay and often 
necessary. Crackers & food are not preferred.
 other appropriate times.
6. Teach them about the parts of the Mass, especially what happens at the 
Consecration! The better we learn it and the more faithful we are, the better we 
will be able to teach our children. Start young and stay at it. Sometimes it might 
not seem like they are getting it at all, but they will probably get a lot more than 
we realize and surprise us from time to time. Note: The more prayerful and 
faithful that we are, the more pre-disposed we will be to tap into the tremendous 
graces that are available to us in the Mass and the better able we will be to 
communicate the faith to our children.



7. Teach them to bless themselves with holy water and to genuflect toward in the 
tabernacle, since it contains the Blessed Sacrament, when entering or leaving the 
Church. We should not expect them to learn this on their own. It's something we 
need to teach them over and over again, with the utmost patience.
8. Teach them about the parts of the Church, e.g. tabernacle, stories on stained 
glass windows, altar, crucifix, baptismal fonts, etc.
9. Don’t let the Mass be the only time they pray or that they see you pray. 
Minimally, there should be family prayer together each day at meal times and 
before bed. Optimally, also in the morning and at other appropriate times.
10. Should learn the “standard” prayers, e.g. Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail 
Mary, Glory Be, Prayer to Guardian Angel, etc. Good to also have some brief 
extemporaneous prayer (prayers of thanksgiving good here) and some singing. 
“Lex orandi, Lex credendi – Translated this means, “The law of prayer is the law of 
belief.”
11. Patience is crucial. There is always a balance between an appropriate firmness 
so that children learn boundaries and proper behavior, but also a certain and 
appropriate “light-heartedness” is important. Remember we want them to learn 
their Faith and also to love it. If they love it, they are more likely to want to learn 
more about it and practice it for the “long-haul” and vice versa.
12. Don’t speak disrespectfully of the Mass, the Church, the clergy, the homily, etc. 
This sets a bad example for the children and can eventually, in later years, lead to 
them being cynical about the Faith. 
13. If the priest is greeting the people after Mass, bring the children to say hello to 
him.
14. Try to attend Mass at the time that is best for the children.
15. Try to make the entirety of the Lord’s Day a day of prayer to, and worship of, 
God. Also, make Sundays a family time, and as much as possible, a peaceful, 
unhurried time.
16. Persevere, Persevere, Persevere, Persevere, Persevere, Persevere, and 
Persevere!!!
BENEFITS FOR CHILDREN IN BRINGING THEM TO MASS - The grace being poured 
out. - Helps to develop a love and fascination for sacred things. - When brought to 
Mass frequently, children more quickly learn the language of the Faith. - Behavior 
at Mass gets better at an earlier age if they are taken from an early age and 
become used to going. - The Faith becomes interwoven into the “fabric” of their 
lives. - A love for and hungering after the Real Presence of Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist.  --James F. Gontis

Have a blessed week,
Ms. Harrigan

(Continued)








