
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 18,2022 

 
GOD WANTS TO BE ONE WITH US 

What great lengths God will go to in loving and saving us! 
Think of the most outlandish circumstance you might 
conceive. That seems to be what the Lord is saying to Ahaz 
in today’s first reading. “A virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall name him Emmanuel.” Not only is the idea of 
a virgin conceiving beyond comprehension in Ahaz’s time, 
so would the concept of God wanting to be with us be, as 
the name Emmanuel indicates. And yet, this is what we 
celebrate in the Incarnation—God wants so completely to 
be one with us that God came to be with us in a son born to 
a virgin, the Blessed Virgin Mary. There is more to this story 
than even these amazing and outlandish occurrences, 
however. God wants to be one with us so deeply that God 
partners with us to make God’s presence known. 
 

 
 
 

Sat., Dec. 17, 4:30 p.m.  Huval Family, Dennis 
McCloskey, Nick Sita, Harold Gunther, Louis Perschall Sr., 
and for the living: Karge Family, and Dantin Family, Joy 
Guidry, Karen Bovia and Susie Vallee 
 

Sun., Dec. 18, 7:30 a.m.  Margaret Mary Mulé, Carol 
Pieri, Yolanda Bourgeois, Larry Kass Sr., Elsa Carlin, and 
Ralph Carlin and for the living: Tuck and Carol Tucker 
 

Sun., Dec. 18, 9:15 a.m.  Hue Tran, and for the living: 
Jennifer Moore Maggio, Michael Holoway, Chad and 
Sarah Danenhower, Peggy Holland and Priscilla Stahel 
 

Sun., Dec. 18, 11:00 a.m.  Paul Landry, Jon Craig, Joan 
Gros, and for the living: Jess Ketchum and Amanda 
Fraisse 
 

Mon., Dec. 19, 8:00 a.m.  Danielle Sicard 
 

Tues., Dec. 20, 8:00 a.m.  NO MASS 
 

Wed., Dec. 21, 8:00 a.m.  Lullabelle Doucet 
 

Thurs., Dec. 22, 8:00 a.m. Ivy Doucet 
 

Fri., Dec. 23, 8:00 a.m. Joseph Legnon 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 Chuck Armstrong     Sally Christovich 
 John DeSilva     Ruth Pellegrin   
 Gary Richardson     Mac McClendon   
 Sean Garlick     Tuck Tucker    
 Terry Saux     Chico Mathes   
 Sarah Olivier     Florence Baham 
 Elizabeth Flokin     Joe Billiot 
 Casey Reid     Jennifer Moore Maggio 
 Carol Tucker     Jess Ketchum 
 Sarah Danenhower     Rhonda Taylor 
 Br. Ray Bulliard 
 

  
Envelopes $ 1,410.00 
 

Loose $ 1,999.00 
 

E-giving $ 1,120.00 
 

Building and Preservation Fund $ 145.00 
 

2nd Coll. Retirement Fund for Religious $ 1,648.00 
 
Thank you to all for the continued contributions. If you wish 
to give online, please go to: 
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohnfolsom.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Sanctuary flowers are for 

 

Amy Goff 
 

POPE FRANCIS DECEMBER PRAYER INTENTION 
Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed 
to human development find people dedicated to the 
common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to 
international cooperation. 

The candles burn in honor of: 
 

Sanctuary      Tuck and Carol Tucker 
 

Blessed Mother Remy and Carter Lawtum 
 

St. Joseph     Cynthia Stahel 
 

St. Anne      Dolores Barton 
 

If you would like to honor your intention by 
burning a 7-day candle, please call 796-3806. 
 
````Nicole Boroughs 
 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohnfolsom


 

Please pray for, Kirsten Ziifle, sister of 
John Ziifle, who entered peacefully into 
eternal rest. “Whoever lives and believes 
in me shall never die”.  [John 11:26]  
 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
The Altar Society is asking for donations to help with the 
cost of Christmas Poinsettias and Flowers.  Any donations 
will be appreciated.  We have provided labeled envelopes 
on the credenzas in the back of church.  If you would like to 
have your loved one remembered at Christmas, please fill 
out the front of the envelope and place it in the credenzas.  
All donations are appreciated. 
 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
Join the Knights of Columbus this Sunday, beginning at 
8:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. in Jonathan Hall 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve: Saturday, Dec. 24th 

4:30 p.m. in Jonathan Hall 
Christmas Day Sunday, Dec. 25th 

7:30 and 9:15 a.m. in Church 
 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

The mass schedule will follow the regular weekend 
schedule. 
 

COLLECTION ENVELOPES 
Due to the envelope companies’ distributions issues, we 
have not received our boxes of 2023 Collection Envelopes 
yet.  As soon as they arrive, we will make them available for 
you in church.  Sorry for the inconvenience. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

Joe and Katie Pieri 
On the birth of their son 

Henry Joseph Pieri born 12/8/2022 
 

We welcome all newcomers to St. John’s Church and invite 
you to register as members of our parish family. Please 
complete a “New Parishioner form” located in the back of 
church and drop it in the collection basket. A member of St. 
John’s Church will contact you to assist you with 
registration. 
 

You’re invited to a Deanery Penance Service for 
Advent at Most Holy Trinity next Wednesday, 
December 21st, at 7 p.m. 

 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Las Posadas (December 16–24) 

 Of the many Latin American traditions for the celebration of Advent and 
Christmas, the tradition of Las Posadas seems to be the best known. It 
originated in the last half of the eighteenth century when the boisterous 
Misas de Aguinaldo were no longer celebrated in Mexico. To replace 
these Masses, the laity decided to celebrate in their own homes by 
taking what they had seen dramatized in the churches: the journey of 
the Galilean immigrants, Joseph and Mary of Nazareth, when they were 
looking for an inn (posada) in Bethlehem of Judea. Like the “O 
Antiphons” of the official liturgy, these posadas were celebrated on nine 
consecutive nights. 
 The journey of Joseph and Mary from inn to inn sadly continues every 
day in the fearful and tired steps taken by so many immigrants in this 
country. Like the Holy Family, Latin American families look for 
hospitality with the hope of finding a new life for their sons and 
daughters. Unfortunately, many citizens of the United States behave 
like the people of Bethlehem, preferring to close their door in the face 
of the immigrants rather than welcoming them. Perhaps that is the 
reason that the tradition of Las Posadas has taken on so much 
importance among the Latinos in the United States. We know firsthand 
what Joseph and Mary experienced two thousand years ago. We have 
to ask ourselves: When will the human heart change? When will we 
open the doors of our heart to our immigrant Lord? 

 
 

REMINDERS 

• First Saturday Mass at 8:00 a.m. 
 

• Weekly Wednesday Adoration, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

• First Friday Adoration and Benediction, 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
 

• Men’s Study Group, Jonathan Hall, Thursday’s, 6:30 p.m. 
 

• Knights of Columbus meeting, 2nd Thursdays., at 7 p.m. in 
Jonathan Hall 

 

• Wednesday Evening Adoration, in Church from 6-8 p.m. 
 

• PSR Classes, twice a month on Mondays, 6:15 p.m. in 
Jonathan Hall 
 

Our 9th and 10th grade Parish School of Religion meets every Sunday 
at 12:15 p.m. after 11:00 a.m. Mass. On the first Sunday of the month, 
parents join us for a fellowship dinner and activities. We will meet with 
our students on December 18th at 12:15 p.m. 
 

Our Church history class will meet on Monday, December 19th at 9:00 
a.m. in Jonathan Hall. We will conclude our study of the time period, 
“Protestors and Defenders,” by viewing and discussing part 2 of the 
EPIC Church history series on that time period. 
 

Our Bible study group will meet on Tuesday, December 20th at 7:00 
p.m. in Jonathan Hall. We will discuss chapters 1-31 of Exodus.  
 

On the second Sunday of every month, our youth Bible study meets at 
5:00 p.m. in Jonathan Hall. Because of scheduling issues, our next 
meeting will take place on December 18th at 4:00 p.m. in Jonathan Hall. 
Our assignment for the next meeting is to read the first two books of the 
Bible, Genesis and Exodus. It’s not too late for High School and 
College-age students to join our Bible adventure.  
 

On the last Sunday of every month, we have a youth Mass at 11:00 
a.m. and our Catch Fire Youth Group meets at 5:00 p.m. in Jonathan 
Hall. Because of the Christmas holiday, our youth Mass is on Sunday, 
December 18th at 11:00 a.m. Our Catch Fire Youth group will meet on 
Sunday, December 18th at 5:00 p.m.   


