
Our Lady of Mercy Church 
Park Ridge, New Jersey  07656 

 

Rev. Vincent D’Agostino, Administrator 
Rev. Charles P. Granstrand, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Robert T. Ulak, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Patrick J. Seo, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Msgr. James C. Turro (in residence) 
Rev. Mr. Joseph S. Romano, Permanent Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Edward Stoker, Permanent Deacon 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE  (Register to Attend)  
Daily: Monday—Friday 6:30AM, 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30AM 
Saturday Evening: 5:30PM 
Sunday:  8:00AM, 10:00AM, 12:00PM (Spanish) 
 

BAPTISM 
Parents should contact the rectory for dates of Baptism 
and Preparation Sessions. 
 

MARRIAGE 
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September 20, 2020 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Please join us  

as we celebrate  

the Patronal Feast of  

Our Lady of Mercy  

 

On September 24th  

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

from 12 – 3 p.m. in the Chapel.   
 

We will pray: 

 12 noon – Angelus 

1 p.m. – Rosary 

3 p.m. – Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

Our Lady of Mercy Pray for Us 

 

 

 

 

 

(The Angelus and Divine Mercy Chaplet 

can be found on page 5 of this bulletin.) 



OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Our Lady of Mercy Parish is a Catholic community that worships God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
celebrating Mass, proclaiming the Gospel Message and uniting in prayer.  We strive to welcome all and to educate 
ourselves and others in the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We support one another in times of joy and sadness and 
attempt to serve each other by reaching out to those in need in our community and beyond.  We are imperfect people 
on a journey.  Our goal is that the life of each person leads to the Lord. 

 

LET US PRAY 
In your love and kindness please pray for the sick 

of our parish, especially: Linda VanSickell, Sue Lemba, 
Jeanette Warhol, Nate Schwabe, Mary Sheerins, and 
for the intentions you hold in your heart.  

 
Please also remember the deceased of our parish 
especially:  John Mula, Gerry Maughan, and Walter 
Barber. 

 
THE SANCTUARY LAMPS IN CHURCH burn this 
week in memory of: Michael Noel, Margaret Narin and 
for Elsie Pani. 

 
LIGHT AN ONLINE CANDLE 
We know that Our Lord, Our Lady, and all the Saints 
hear and respond to our prayers. Light an online candle 
and share your prayer intention so we can pray with 
you as well.  Click here to add your intention.  

 
 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/ Lk 8:4-15 
8:30    Ralph & Ferdinando Forcellati 
5:30    Sebastian Pandolfi 
 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
Is 55:6-9/ Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/ Mt 20:1-16a 
8:00     Marie Pansini 
10:00   Joan Evans 
12:00   Angie Miller 
 
Saint Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/ Mt 9:9-13 
6:30    John Griffith 
8:30    Lucia Principe 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/ Lk 8:19-21 
6:30    Ernest C. Aver 
8:30    Theresa A. Fornatale 
 
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
1Prv 30:5-9/ Lk 9:1-6 
6:30    Joseph Mead 
8:30    Donna Cerrato 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
Eccl 1:2-11/ Lk 9:7-9 
6:30    Robert & Linda Gunther 
8:30    Robert Petrofsky 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
Eccl 3:1-11/ Lk 9:18-22 
6:30    Joseph Mead 
8:30    Mae & John O’Brien 
 
Saints Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
Eccl 11:9—12:8/ Lk 9:43b-45 
8:30    Vincent Scamporlino 
5:30    Lenny Principe 
 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
Ez 18:25-28/ Phil 2:1-11/ Mt 21:28-32 
8:00     Patricia A. Christensen 
10:00   Pete Evans 
12:00   Bill Lion 

 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING –  

     

September 13 Collection:     $15,519  
Same time last year:                                $16,613 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

OLM  offers online giving on the Parish Giving website. 
You can make a secure donation via electronic check or 
debit/credit card. You will be able to select from the 
various opportunities to contribute to OLM and other 
initiatives. An overview of some of the features: 
 
 

    Ability to make one-time contributions 
    Ability to make recurring contributions 
    Ability to select your billing date 
    Ability to use Credit Card or Bank Transfer 
    Ability to access end of year contribution reports  

 
 
 

Make sure you include your envelope ID number 
when you create your account. 
CLICK BELOW TO ENROLL OR LOGIN 
https://www.parishgiving.org/index…  

 

Video on how to set up an account 
https://youtu.be/HQQ23eTtIfA  
You may continue to use your church envelopes if 
you prefer. They can be mailed or dropped off in the 
Rectory interior door mail slot. 

ONLINE PARISH GIVING 

MASS SCHEDULE 

The Chapel is open for Private Prayer from 9AM-3PM 
Monday thru Saturday and Sunday's 1PM-3PM follow-
ing our Spanish Mass. 



 Administrator’s Column 

MSGR. TURRO REFLECTION 

      Faith is saying "yes." 
 
 

     There are countless ways of saying "yes" 
      each with its own gradation and intensity. 
One may speak an impatient, reluctant "yes" given per-
haps out of a sense of constraint. One can utter a mild, 
minimal, disinterested "yes". One can express a merely 
adequate "yes." But one can also articulate a full-
throated, enthusiastic. emphatic "yes." This is the way 
Mary framed her assent to God: with vigor, with aban-
don, lovingly. "I am the handmaid of the Lord, let what 
you have said be done to me." (Luke 1:38) 
that is to say: yes, yes, with all my heart. 

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

We had such a beautiful week here at Our Lady of 
Mercy. I thank you for the opportunity to preach at all 
the Masses last weekend about forgiveness. We were 
blessed to have a young girl receive her First Holy 
Communion at the 10 a.m. Mass. We also baptized 
babies here at the parish on Sunday. On Thursday 
evening, we confirmed 20 young men and women as 
they were sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Shar-
ing in the sacramental life of our faith is such a bless-
ing for all of us as a parish community.   
 
This weekend is Catechetical Sunday and we will have 
the opportunity to show our catechists how much we 
appreciate them by praying for them at the Masses. 
They are such a blessing as they pass on the faith to 
our young people. We continue to pray for our reli-
gious education students as they begin their journeys 
in our Religious Education Program here at OLM.   
 
Our Patronal Feast Day of Our Lady of Mercy is on 
Thursday, September 24

th
. Due to the current situation 

with the pandemic, we cannot enjoy all the festivities 
that we normally would in celebration of this special 
day. We will, however, offer the opportunity to pray 
together. From 12 noon until 3 p.m. in the Chapel on 
Thursday, the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for 
Adoration.  We will pray the Angelus at 12 noon and 
the rosary at 1 p.m. At 3 p.m., we will pray the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet before reposing the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  
 
Just a reminder that the Chapel is open each day for 
private prayer as follows: Monday through Saturday 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. and on Sunday from 1 p.m. 
until 3 p.m.  
 
In a few weeks, we will bring back the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation on Monday evenings and Exposition of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament after the 8:30 a.m. Mass 
on Thursdays. We also plan to pray the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet in Song on the second Friday of every month 
at 3 p.m. in the Chapel. Please stay tuned for these 
wonderful opportunities! 
 
Thank you for your continued warm welcome. I am 
overjoyed to be here with all of you! May God bless 
you and your loved ones always.  
 
Our Lady of Mercy, pray for us. 

With love and appreciation for each one of you, 

Father Vincent 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 
PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR CATECHISTS 

 

Lord God, 
Source of all wisdom and knowledge, you sent your 
Son, Jesus Christ, to live among us and to proclaim 
his message of faith, hope, and  love to all nations. 
 

In your goodness bless our brothers and sisters who 
have offered themselves as catechists for your 
Church. 
 

Strengthen them with your gifts that they may teach by 
word and example the truth which comes from you. 
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



IS RCIA FOR YOU?  There are many reasons why 
you may want to become involved in the RCIA.  Do 
any of these fit you? 

 

 I have never been baptized. 

 I am married to a Catholic and attend Mass, but 
just don’t know what the next step may be. 

 I have been baptized in another Christian 
denomination and wish to become Catholic. 

 I have been baptized Catholic, but have not 
received any other sacraments. 

 

Do you know someone who might be interested in 
being in full communion with the Catholic Church?  
Ask, encourage and invite them to this program.  The 
journey begins with one small step!  For more info, 
email John Rokoszak at john.rokoszak@urolm.org 
https://urolm.org/rcia  Please see flyer on page 9 

SUPPORT GROUPS 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

GETTING  INVOLVED 

FAITH FORMATION 

GENERAL INFORMATIONM 

RECTORY OFFICE NEWS 

SHINING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
2020 Annual Appeal 
Our Goal this year is $105,130.  
Pledged to date: $91,034.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

Fears about the Coronavirus can take an emotional 
toll. It’s a very frightening time. CLICK HERE 
for Counseling and Mental Health Resources.  

 

 

CLICK HERE  for updates  
from the Archdiocese of Newark 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (K-6)  
Registration for families with children entering Grades 
K-6 is available online. Please utilize the link below to 
access our online registration process. If you have any 
questions, please contact Evelyn  
Paglieri at evelyn.paglieri@urolm.org  
LINK: 2020-2021 Religious Education K- 6th 
https://urolm.org/k-6th-religious-education-
registration-k-6th   
 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION/FIRST COMMUNION  
Registration for families with children who have com-
pleted one year of Religious Education and will be 
preparing for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation & 
First Eucharist is open. Please review the registration 
requirements ahead of time to ensure you can submit 
all the appropriate documents on time. Please utilize 
the link below to access our Registration Form and Cal-
endar of Events. If you have any questions, please 
contact Evelyn Paglieri at evelyn.paglieri@urolm.org  
LINK:  2020 - 2021 First Reconciliation &  
First Eucharist Registration                         
https://urolm.org/first-eucharist   

CONFIRMATION 2021 registration is now open online 
for students entering 9th through 12th grades.  
Click here to register. There is no fee. 

God bless all our First Communicants.  It is 
with great joy that we welcome them to this 
great Sacrament. May they continue to feed 
themselves with the Bread of Life. 

Rectory Office hours: Monday—Friday 9:30AM—
2:30PM.  
 
2021 Mass book 
The Mass book for 2021 is open for April, May, and 
September 2021. Parishioners may enter the rectory 
one person at a time with masks on to purchase Mass 
cards.  Parishioners may request one (1) Sunday per 
month, two (2) weekdays per month for each of the 
months that we are opening.  

HACKENSACK SOUP KITCHEN 
OLM has committed to continue its support of 
the Hackensack Soup Kitchen. Due to current 
restrictions we will work with Lapore’s Restau-

rant in Westwood to feed over 100 individuals from 
now until November 12, 2020. Please consider 
“Adopting a Meal” - $10 will provide a dinner of: salad, 
pasta, hot entre and beverage. Checks can be made 
out to the Serenity Fund with Hackensack Soup Kitch-
en written in the memo, and dropped off at the OLM 
rectory.   

FAMILY PROMISE Update 
Please see flyer on page 7 of this bulletin. 

THE GRAND FINALE 
Our Lady of Mercy Church Replica 
Christmas Ornament. 
Please see page 8 for order form. 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS— October 3rd from 
2—3PM.  Please remember to wear your masks.  
More details can be found on page 6 of this bulle-

God bless our newly confirmed who have 
been sealed with the Holy Spirit. May they  
live fuller, more Christian lives through the 
gifts of the Spirit. 



 



 



Family Promise Updates 

 
We are always welcoming new volunteers to help in both Hackensack and Englewood with food dis-
tributions.  The Board President Paul Shackford has taken on the job of scheduling each week’s vol-
unteers.  Physical distancing and masks are enforced. Safety is our first consideration. 400 meals 
per day are being distributed in Englewood in partnership with World Central Kitchen. On Fridays we 
also distribute boxes of fresh produce and dairy.  This initiative began in April. Englewood is all out-
doors with tents and is at St Cecilia’s Church, 55 West Demarest Ave. The “Walk-In” Dinner in Hack-
ensack has changed to a food delivery program. It requires volunteers for about 45 minutes inside to 
pack up donated meals and the rest is out-doors.  Some volunteers are being trained to deliver 
meals (never alone) to the motels where shelter residents have been moved.  Others stay back and 
distribute meals at the loading dock.  Everyone helps pack the meals. This distribution takes place is 
the Housing Health and Human Services Center, 120 South River Street, Hackensack. 
 
VOLUNTEERS MUST BE SCHEDULED IN ADVANCE.  
 
Both involve at least two hours of standing.  Some lifting in Englewood.  
  
The commitment in Hackensack is 3:30-6pm and we are there seven days a week.  
 
The commitment in Englewood is 12-2pm Monday through Friday only.  
 
Volunteers MUST be over 18 years of age. 
 
Anyone with underlying health conditions or compromised health is respectfully asked not to volun-
teer.   
 
Anyone interested can send an email to Joni von Autenried (jrvonaut@gmail.com) and I will contact 
Paul to add you to the list.  Volunteers are scheduled each week for the following week in both loca-
tions.  He will want to know: 
 

Email and cell phone number for volunteer 
Where you would like to volunteer?  
How many days?  
 

OLM has committed to continue its support of the Hackensack Dinner Program by supplying 
food as we have for more than 20 years. Due to current restrictions we will work with LePores 
Restaurant in Westwood to feed 150 individuals on November 12, 2020; and January 14, 2021. 
Please consider 'Adopting a Meal' - $10 will provide a dinner of: salad, pasta and meatballs, 
vegetable, dessert and beverage. 
 
Checks can be made out to the 'Serenity Fund' with Hackensack Soup Kitchen written in the 
memo and dropped off at the OLM rectory. 
 
Thank you for your support! 



 



 



Congratulations to all our  
First Eucharist Families 

 
 

Go now, children, with the gift of Faith, 
that you might see God’s hand 

in all your work and play. 
 

Go now with the gift of Hope, 
that you might know God’s guidance, 

which is keeping you safe. 
 

Go now with the gift of Love, 
that you may offer love and 

Care to all you meet. 
 

Go now with the gift of Knowledge, 
remembering all that you have learned. 

With God’s help, LIVE IT! 
 

Go now children, with these words of 
Jesus in your hearts: 

“I will not leave you alone; 
I am with you always”. 

OLM 1st Communicants September 5, 13, & 19, 2020 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Joseph DeSantis-Amin  
Sophia DeSantis-Amin  

Tanner Lawrance  
Avery Sutter  
Gianna King  

 



LINKS FOR MASS & ONLINE DAILY READINGS 

Our Lady of Mercy Pray For Us 

 

OLM Sunday Mass (recorded at 5:30PM Saturday) can be viewed Sunday morning. 
watch on our website or watch on Facebook page  

 
Daily Mass at Saint Andrew’s 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-FiSQMML_gB2wnhZ7Whj5g/videos?view_as=subscriber 
 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  
Daily Readings & Podcasts 
http://www.usccb.org/media/audio/index.cfm 
 
The Basilica of the National Shrine of Immaculate Conception in Washington DC will  have Live 
Streaming of Sunday Masses  
https://www.nationalshrine.org/mass/ 

A CALL FOR PRAYER AND SOLIDARITY digital prayer cards.  
 

https://www.catholicextension.org/stories/digital-prayer-cards-covid-19 
 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet—follow-along visual of Rosary beads and the words to the prayer. 
prayr.  Join us everyday at 3PM to pray along with us.   
https://vimeo.com/412725178  

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

 

Dear Jesus,  

I believe that you are truly 

present in the Most Holy  

Sacrament of the Eucharist.  

I love you above all things, 

and I desire to receive your 

Body and Blood. Since I can-

not at this moment receive 

you sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my 

heart. Stay close to me, Jesus, so that I may 

be close to all our sisters and brothers, espe-

cially those who are most in need of your 

loving care. Amen. 

A TIME FOR PRAYER 



            GUIDELINES WHEN ATTENDING MASS 
 
Due to COVID-19, we must limit the amount of parishioners in the church at one 
time. In order for us to open safely we must follow specific guidelines. 
 
 

 When you arrive, please check in with a staff member by the entrance to the   
       Gathering Space doors facing the school. All other doors will be locked. 

 Please be early. Once Mass begins, the Gathering Space doors will be     
       locked. 

 Social Distancing will be practiced. Expect that pews will be taped off, and  
       households (even of one individual) are asked to keep six feet of separation  
       from each other. 

 Masks must be worn for the duration of the Mass except for the brief moment   
       when receiving Holy Communion, which will be distributed in the hand only. 

 We recommend that you bring your own hand sanitizer should you need it during Mass. 

 For your safety our church is cleaned and disinfected after every use, but no one should expect that they will be any 
safer from germs than in other public places. 

 There will be one single occupancy bathroom available for use located off the Gathering Space behind the Sacristy. 

 Each person must meet the health requirements for attending Church Liturgies (temperature 100.3˚F or below, no 
cough, no shortness of breath / breathing difficulty, no headache, no body aches, no recent loss of taste or smell, no 
sore throat, no recent contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19). 

 
We look forward to celebrating Mass with you and your family! God bless you! 



 



 


