
Our Lady of Mercy Church 
Park Ridge, New Jersey  07656 

 

Rev. Vincent D’Agostino, Administrator 
Rev. Charles P. Granstrand, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Robert T. Ulak, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Patrick J. Seo, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Msgr. James C. Turro (in residence) 
Rev. Mr. Joseph S. Romano, Permanent Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Edward Stoker, Permanent Deacon 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE  (Register to Attend)  
Daily: Monday—Friday 6:30AM, 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30AM 
Saturday Evening: 5:30PM 
Sunday:  7:30AM, 9:00AM, 11:00AM, 12:30PM (Spanish) 
 

BAPTISM 
Parents should contact the rectory for dates of Baptism 
and Preparation Sessions. 
 

MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should contact the rectory 
at least one year prior to the wedding date. 

 

John Rokoszak, Pastoral Associate 
Debra Wyka, Minister of Music 
Evelyn Paglieri, Director of Religious Education  
Jennifer Kavanagh, Youth Minister 
Donna Quinn, Finance Manager 
Maria Kistler, Rectory Office & Communications Mgr. 
 
 
 

RECONCILIATION  
Monday: 7PM in the Church Vestibule 
Saturday: 1:00-1:30PM 
 

 
 
 
 

SCHOOL 
Our Lady of Mercy Academy 
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
25 Fremont Avenue, Park Ridge, NJ  07656 
Michelle Powrie, Principal 

Rectory  Catechetical Center             Youth Minister     Music Minister     School 
201-391-5315  201-391-3590                201-802-1771                  201-358-2994           201-391-3838 

www.UROLM.org www.OLMRE.org          www.OLMyouthministry.com               www.OLMAcademy.org 
 

olm.church@gmail.com    urolm.religious.ed@gmail.com   olmyouthminister@gmail.com                                 25 Fremont Ave 

2 Fremont Ave  50 Pascack Rd 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2020 

 

 



OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Our Lady of Mercy Parish is a Catholic community that worships God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
celebrating Mass, proclaiming the Gospel Message and uniting in prayer.  We strive to welcome all and to educate 
ourselves and others in the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We support one another in times of joy and sadness and 
attempt to serve each other by reaching out to those in need in our community and beyond.  We are imperfect people 
on a journey.  Our goal is that the life of each person leads to the Lord. 

 

LET US PRAY 
In your love and kindness please pray for the sick 

of our parish, especially: Linda VanSickell, Louise & 
Pasquale Vascimini, and for the intentions you hold in 
your heart.  

 
Please also remember the deceased of our parish 
especially:  Nicholas Iasiello, David Forte, and Richard 
Prusha. 

 
THE SANCTUARY LAMPS IN THE CHURCH burn this 
week in memory of Deceased Members of OLM. 

 
LIGHT AN ONLINE CANDLE 
We know that Our Lord, Our Lady, and all the Saints 
hear and respond to our prayers. Light an online candle 
and share your prayer intention so we can pray with 
you as well.  Click here to add your intention.  

 
 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
Rv 22:1-7/ Lk 21:34-36 
8:30    Robert Drobinske  
5:30    Paul Clements 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/ 1 Cor 1:3-9/ Mk 13:33-37 
7:30     People of the Parish 
9:00     Carlos Santiago 
11:00   Walter Jazwyck & Theresa Romanek 
12:30   Kenneth L. D’Orazio 
 

Saint Andrew, Apostle 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
Rom 10:9-18/ Mt 4:18-22 
6:30    Robert & Linda Gunther 
8:30    Marty Gallagher 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 
Is 11:1-10/ Lk 10:21-24 
6:30    Anthony Oliva 
8:30    Margaret Applin 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
Is 25:6-10a/ Mt 15:29-37 
6:30    Dennis Granzer 
8:30    George Catherwood 
 

Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 
Is 26:1-6/ Mt 7:21, 24-27 
6:30    Jean Turro 
8:30    Patricia Palmieri 
 

Saint John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 
Is 29:17-24/ Mt 9:27-31 
6:30    Carol McGann Millar 
8:30    Michael Adone 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/ Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
8:30    Amando Bufalini  
5:30    Stella Kashickey 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11/ 2 Pt 3:8-14/ Mk 1:1-8 
7:30     Kathryn A. Padovano 
9:00     People of the Parish 
11:00   Mary Tarahocchia 
12:30   Jorge Saler Cuellar 

 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING –  

     

November 22 Collection:     $17,247  
Same time last year:                               $17,530 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

OLM  offers online giving on the Parish Giving website. 
You can make a secure donation via electronic check or 
debit/credit card. You will be able to select from the 
various opportunities to contribute to OLM and other 
initiatives. An overview of some of the features: 
 

 

    Ability to make one-time contributions 
    Ability to make recurring contributions 
    Ability to select your billing date 
    Ability to use Credit Card or Bank Transfer 
    Ability to access end of year contribution reports  

 
 

Make sure you include your envelope ID number 
when you create your account. 
CLICK BELOW TO ENROLL OR LOGIN 
https://www.parishgiving.org/index…  

 

Video on how to set up an account 
https://youtu.be/HQQ23eTtIfA  
You may continue to use your church envelopes if 
you prefer. They can be mailed or dropped off in the 
Rectory interior door mail slot. 

ONLINE PARISH GIVING 

SHINING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
2020 Annual Appeal 
Our Goal this year is $105,130.  
Pledged to date: $92,309.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

MASS SCHEDULE 

The Chapel is open for Private Prayer from 9AM-3PM 
Monday thru Saturday and Sunday's 1PM-3PM. 



A Message from Fr. Vincent 

Please join us as we live stream all of 
our Masses. 

Why do I need to register for Mass? - Registering 
helps us manage welcoming and seating our parishion-
ers to ensure social distancing at Mass. It is al-
so essential for contact tracing in the event we are in-
formed of a positive COVID test result from a parishion-
er that has attended Mass. 
 

We are grateful for your continued cooperation- it 
keeps our priests, staff and fellow parishioners safe 
and allows OLM to continue plans for offering more 
prayer opportunities in our Church. 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

As we approach the holiday season with Thanksgiving this 
weekend, I challenge each of you to do something wonder-
ful!  Think about one thing each day that you are thankful 
for.  I challenged our 6th, 7th and 8th graders to do the 
same.  I then asked them to give thanks to God for all of 
their blessings at the end of each day.  It’s a simple prayer 
of thanksgiving. 
 

One of the blessings that I am thankful to God for each day 
is His mercy and forgiveness in my own life.  I have had a 
lot of time to think about this these last few days while I 
was alone.  In a few weeks, I am blessed to give an Ad-
vent talk here at Our Lady of Mercy on December 13th at 7 
p.m.  The topic is forgiveness.  I preach about it a lot and I 
am always so amazed at how many of us struggle with it in 
our lives.  I shared a reflection on this very topic many 
times.  Someone came up to me and asked that I print it in 
our parish’s bulletin.  She thought it was that important.  I 
said I would.  The reflection is below.  As you read it, think 
of the people you need to forgive and think about the peo-
ple you need to ask forgiveness from.  Think about how 
great God is to you and all the times He has forgiven you.  
Think about forgiving those who have hurt you.  Once you 
open your heart to forgiveness, it will truly be a wonderful 
holiday season after all. 
 

Here is the reflection: 
 

It’s making me squirm in my wooden chair, this idea of 
forgiveness. 
 

People talk loudly around me as I sip coffee at a res-
taurant and read Jesus’ words that rock me to the 
core. I wonder, can these people hear the secret well-
ing up in my throat? I’m a Christian and I don’t know 
how to forgive.  I instinctively put my hand over the 
page to hide the words. I feel exposed. 
 

I’ve walked with God for many years, but I’m strug-
gling to get over past hurts. My relationships are suf-
fering, and the same personal issues keep rising up in 
my life. I’ve realized I haven’t really shown mercy to 
those who have injured me, not completely. For-
giveness does not come naturally. 
 

I thought it would be easier to love others like my Fa-
ther in Heaven. But today, forgiveness feels strange, 
uncomfortable and radical, like the sun blazing hot on 
me through the cold cafe window. 
 

Forgiveness is heat and exposure, my heart laid bare 
in front of God. It feels like surgery. I’m having to ad-
mit I’ve become angry and bitter. There have been 
times lately when forgiveness feels nearly impossible 
because my heart is bound up tightly like a kid’s knot-
ted shoelaces. 
 

I have pitted myself against others and fought hard for 
my own rights. I’ve justified myself under the cloak of 
righteousness and called it love. Slowly, I’m realizing I 
cannot change people. I am the only problem I can fix. 
    Continued in next column 

 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

Every Thursday  

from 9AM-10AM in the Church 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet & Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

The second Friday of every month 

3PM—4PM in the Chapel 

I think of those who have forgiven me. My husband 
who pardoned me after I walked out years ago. My 
kids who hugged me after I yelled. A whole roomful 
of people who loved me anyway when I said some-
thing in anger. 
 

The capacity to forgive means we are wholly reliant 
on these open hearts of ours walking around, alive 
and resurrected in Christ. Beating, open, raw. For-
giving, letting be, letting go. 
 

When past hurts rise up and our spiritual lives 
grow cold, it’s time to bare our hearts to our Heav-
enly Father, who changes hearts of stone into 
hearts of flesh. He is faithful to fill us with grace as 
many times as we need. On REQUEST. Forever. 
 

We don’t have to be cold, dead wood.  He is con-
stantly reminding us of places we need to let mercy 
in. He lays our hearts bare at the table, and we ex-
perience the great undoing. We forgive so we will 
be forgiven. Totally. 
 

So we pray - Dear Jesus, old hurts and feelings still 
threaten to hijack my heart, but I want to forgive 
like You forgive me. When I feel anger creeping in, 
let that be the signal to forgive again and experi-
ence mercy’s healing power. AMEN 
 

Another thing that I am thankful for is all of you and 
how your faith inspires me.  You are part of my prayer 
of thanksgiving to God at the end of each day.  Thank 
you. 
 

With love and appreciation, 



IS RCIA FOR YOU?  There are many reasons why 
you may want to become involved in the RCIA.  Do 
any of these fit you? 

 

 I have never been baptized. 

 I am married to a Catholic and attend Mass, but 
just don’t know what the next step may be. 

 I have been baptized in another Christian 
denomination and wish to become Catholic. 

 I have been baptized Catholic, but have not 
received any other sacraments. 

 

Do you know someone who might be interested in 
being in full communion with the Catholic Church?  
Ask, encourage and invite them to this program.  The 
journey begins with one small step!  For more info, 
email John Rokoszak at john.rokoszak@urolm.org 
https://urolm.org/rcia  Please see flyer on page 8  

SUPPORT GROUPS 

GETTING  INVOLVED 

FAITH FORMATION 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

VISITATION MINISTRY 

Fears about the Coronavirus can take an emotional 
toll. It’s a very frightening time. CLICK HERE 
for Counseling and Mental Health Resources.  

Click here to read Cardinal Tobin’s latest 
newsletter  
Click here  for Archdiocese of Newark  

          updates. 

     ZOOM Caregiver Support Group 
          December 2 
                      See page 6 for details 

OLM PARISH GRIEF SUPPORT MINISTRY 
See flyer on page 7  

OLM Hat/Scarf and Lap Blanket Ministry 
New request:  35” by 39” knit or crochet lap 
blankets. It’s a great way to use up leftover 

yarn!  Hats and scarves still needed. Yarn is available 
upon request.  For additional info please contact Lau-
retta Miller at 201-391-6109 or by email at:   
lajim@optonline.net.  Arrangements can easily be made 
to pick up your donations.  This is such a wonderful op-
portunity to share our blessings!   

Boxes of Joy: A Virtual Giving 
Tree Boxes of Joy may be donated 
this year 
online: www.crosscatholic.org/create
-a-box-online Boxes of Joy will be 
part of the OLM Virtual Advent Giv-
ing Tree! "Bless children suffering 

from extreme poverty by sharing the joy of Christmas 
and planting seeds of hope." Thank you. Social Justice 
& Peace Ministry 

A TIME FOR PRAYER 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
   

Dear Jesus,  

I believe that you are truly  

present in the Most Holy  

Sacrament of the Eucharist.  

I love you above all things,  

and I desire to receive your Body  

and Blood. Since I cannot at this  

moment receive you sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my  

heart. Stay close to me, Jesus, so that I may be close 

to all our sisters and brothers, especially those who 

are most in need of your loving care. Amen. 

 

VIRTUAL ADVENT GIVING TREE 
Please see the flyer on page 5  

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
 
 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
he is the Savior of every nation. 

 

Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us 
as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

 

Amen.   

Our Christmas Ornaments have arrived and will be 
available for pick up and for purchase next weekend 
December 5th and 6th after all the Masses in the Gath-
ering space.  Previous years ornaments will also be 
available for purchase. 

This is a very unusual and difficult time for all of us. We 
are looking for ways to stay in touch even though we 
can't all be together. Volunteers from the Visitation 
Ministry are offering a phone call to keep you connect-
ed to our OLM community. If you are interested in 
hearing from a Volunteer or you know someone in 
need of a phone call, fill out our Request Form or con-
tact the Rectory 201-391-5315.   
 
The Visitation Ministry needs your help! 
To become a Volunteer, fill out the Volunteer Form      
or contact the Rectory 201-391-5315. 



           W E L C O M E 
                           “VIRTUAL”  

          ADVENT GIVING TREE                                               

                    Nov. 23 - Dec. 13, 2020 

 
 

The Advent Giving Tree will be accessed from the OLM website www.urolm.org  There you will find a  link to the Virtual Ad-

vent Giving Tree. Needless to say the need is overwhelming and the Social Justice and Peace Ministry along with our creative 

Website Administrator, Maureen Giaccio,  have a festive selection of nonprofit tags to choose from: Blessed Sacrament/

Newark, Buddies NJ/Aids Coalition, Linden Housing Authority/Disabled/Seniors,  TriBoro Family Care Fund, Haiti 

Scholarship Fund, New Hope Pregnancy Resource Center and a new addition…..  
 

Robert F. & Marilyn A. Miller Catholic School Education Foundation: Donations will provide tuition assistance to students 

who demonstrate financial need to attend our local Catholic Schools, especially Our Lady of Mercy Academy.  
 

HOW IT WORKS: 
 

VISIT:  UROLM.ORG  “Advent Giving Tree”  

CHOOSE: nonprofit tag (s)  

SELECT:  gift card(s) of choice /check donation 

SUBMIT: Advent Giving Tree tag selections 
 

You will receive a confirmation email from eCatholic 
 

Please Mail or drop off your gift cards and/ donations to the Rectory office  NO LATER 

THAN  SUNDAY   Dec. 13 
 

               Our Lady of Mercy Church 

              2 Fremont Ave.     Park Ridge, NJ  07656 

               c/o Advent Giving Tree 
 

IMPORTANT:  

Write the donation amount on the gift card 
 

All checks payable to “our Lady of Mercy” and ***write nonprofit name on the Memo line of your 

check. 
 

Donations will be tabulated and mailed to nonprofits as close to  Christmas as possible  … so it is im-

portant that you contribute before Sunday, Dec. 13. 
 

Only gift cards and donations were requested by all the nonprofits due to COVID-19 concerns.  
 

NO OTHER TYPES OF GIFTS WILL BE ACCEPTED  DUE TO COVID. 
 

Thank you to our generous parishioners who always answer our call for neighbors in need especially dur-

ing this most difficult time and holy season of Advent. ~SJPM  “The Lord bless you and keep you!”  
ANY QUESTIONS????: EMAIL  sjpm@urolm.org 



Our Lady of Mercy Parish Ministry of Eldercare 
A ministry to provide support and education to individuals, families and caregivers 

who are dealing with illness, aging issues and concerns. 

 

“ZOOM Caregiver Support Group” 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 
(Ongoing Every First Wednesday of the Month Through June) 

7:30pm to 8:30pm 
Facilitated by 

Bonnie Costabile, Care Manager 

John Rokoszak, OLM Pastoral Associate 

 

 

DISCUSSION TOPIC: “CAREGIVING DURING COVID” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The caregiver support group is designed to provide both emotional and educational support to families that 

are caring for one or more individuals affected by various illnesses.  These online sessions are available once 

a month where caregivers, families and friends will be able to share feelings and information as well as learn 

of options and resources available in the healthcare system.  The group is open to individuals willing to share 

their concerns and to act as a support system to others that are in the same challenging situation. Navigating 

the healthcare system while caring for a loved one at the same time can be difficult and confusing.                

To register for the ZOOM meeting, email OLM parishioner 

Ron von Autenried  ( r.vonautenried@gmail.com )  cell: 201-919-8748 

Or call John Rokoszak at 201-264-6376. 



Our Lady of Mercy Parish Grief Support Ministry 
 

 

 

           
 

“Grieving 

 the Death 

 of a Loved One” 

 
 A Journey toward Healing and Hope 
 
Grief is a journey that we are never really prepared to take.  It begins the day 

you lose a loved one, and continues in many different moments of your life.  It 

will take you to places you have never known and places that you may not 

want to go.  GRIEF IS A JOURNEY YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TAKE ALONE!   

 
Our support group is currently not meeting in person due to Covid 19 restrictions 

and out of an abundance of caution for all of our participants. Please visit the 

OLM website, urolm.org for additional resources for yourself or to support some-

one you know who has suffered a loss. Check the parish bulletin weekly for cur-

rent information and updates concerning bereavement ministry.  

 

If you would welcome a phone call from one of our parish priests or a member 

of our bereavement team, email John Rokoszak at john.rokoszak@urolm.org or 

call the rectory, 201-391-5315 and leave your name, contact information and a 

good time to receive a call. Please know that although we are not meeting in 

person, we continue to pray as a ministry and parish for you and your family  

during this difficult time of loss. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



contact John Rokoszak by email john.rokoszak@urolm.org or call the Rectory 
201-391-5315. 
 
 
INTERESTED IN SPONSORING?  It’s a wonderful way to renew your own faith 
& knowledge of the church while journeying with someone interested in joining 
the Church! 
 



 



 


