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MASS SCHEDULE  (Please register)   
Daily: Monday—Friday 6:30AM, 8:30AM, Saturday 
8:30AM 
Saturday Evening: 5:30PM 
Sunday:  7:30AM, 9:00AM, 11:00AM, 12:30PM 
(Spanish) 
 

RECONCILIATION  
Monday: 7PM in the Church Vestibule 
Saturday: 1:00-1:30PM 
 
 

BAPTISM 
Parents should contact the rectory for dates of Baptism 
and Preparation Sessions. 
 

MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should contact the 
rectory at least one year prior to the wedding date. 
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Third Sunday of Lent 

 



OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Our Lady of Mercy Parish is a Catholic community that worships God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
celebrating Mass, proclaiming the Gospel Message and uniting in prayer.  We strive to welcome all and to educate 
ourselves and others in the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We support one another in times of joy and sadness and 
attempt to serve each other by reaching out to those in need in our community and beyond.  We are imperfect people 
on a journey.  Our goal is that the life of each person leads to the Lord. 

 

LET US PRAY 
In your love and kindness please pray for the sick 

of our parish, especially:  Christopher Bucher, Steve & 
David Jordan, Yagelka Family, Carl Hansen, and for the 
intentions you hold in your heart.  

 
Please also remember the deceased of our parish 
especially:  Louis Vizioli, and John P. Monaghan.  

 
THE SANCTUARY LAMPS IN THE CHURCH burn this 
week in memory of Pat Dolan, Julio & Maria Garcia. 

 
LIGHT AN ONLINE CANDLE 
We know that Our Lord, Our Lady, and all the Saints hear 
and respond to our prayers. Light an online candle and 
share your prayer intention so we can pray with you as 
well. https://urolm.org/light-a-candle-request-form 

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 6 
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/ Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
8:30    Alwine Mangers 
5:30    People of the Parish 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
SUNDAY, MARCH 7 
Ex 20:1-17/ 1 Cor 1:22-25/ Jn 2:13-25 
7:30     Pat Dolan 
9:00     Elias Schmitt 
11:00   Charles Celmer 
12:30   Hedy Lion 
 

Saint John of God, Religious 
MONDAY, MARCH 8 
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/ Lk 4:24-30 
6:30    Gerard Maughan 
8:30    Orazio Iacono 
 

Saint Frances of Rome, Religious 
TUESDAY, MARCH 9 
Dn 3:25, 34-43/ Mt 18:21-35 
6:30    Robert & Linda Gunther 
8:30    Fred Thoma 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 
Dt 4:1, 5-9/ Mt 5:17-19 
6:30    Susan Coppola 
8:30    Nick Nicolich 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 11 
Jer 7:23-28/ Lk 11:14-23 
6:30    Francis J. Brennan 
8:30    Elise Venusti 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 12 
Hos 14:2-10/ Mk 12:28-34 
6:30     True Jordan 
8:30     Laurie Melanson 
7PM    John F. Gallo 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 13 
Hos 6:1-6/ Lk 18:9-14 
8:30    The Lynch Family 
5:30    David McNeil 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
SUNDAY, MARCH 14 
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/ Eph 2:4-10/ Jn 3:14-21 
7:30     People of the Parish 
9:00     Scott Speziel 
11:00   Theresa A. Fornatale 
12:30   Elizabeth Dearani 

 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING –  

     

February 28 Collection: $ 14,659 
Same time last year:                    $ 19,050 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

OLM  offers online giving on the Parish Giving website. 
You can make a secure donation via electronic check or 
debit/credit card. You will be able to select from the 
various opportunities to contribute to OLM and other 
initiatives. An overview of some of the features: 
 
 
 

    Ability to make one-time contributions 
    Ability to make recurring contributions 
    Ability to select your billing date 
    Ability to use Credit Card or Bank Transfer 
    Ability to access end of year contribution reports  

 
 
 

Make sure you include your envelope ID number 
when you create your account. 
 

CLICK BELOW TO ENROLL OR LOGIN 
https://www.parishgiving.org/index?
e=24C698BDBEDBC2B55C8FAE4655FA2422AB66A2
2F0D3372B4 
 
 

Video on how to set up an account 
https://youtu.be/HQQ23eTtIfA  
You may continue to use your church envelopes if 
you prefer. They can be mailed or dropped off in the 
Rectory interior door mail slot. 

ONLINE PARISH GIVING 

MASS SCHEDULE 

SHINING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
2021 Annual Appeal    
2021 Goal: $109,318.  
Pledged to date: $ 56,960 
Thank you for your generosity. 



MSGR. TURRO REFLECTION 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 

Register for in-person Mass 
https://urolm.org/mass-registration 

 

 

         All Masses will be live  streamed 
https://urolm.org/live-stream 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us for part two of  
Fr. Vincent’s Presentation “God Is Love” -  

Sunday, March 7th at 7 PM in the Church or via 
Live-Streaming.  

 
 

The talk will focus on God’s love as shown to us in 
His Mercy.  

 
We ask that you please register if you intend to be 

with us in person at www.urolm.org 

      What is the single most comforting fact of 
      your story here on earth? It is expressed in 
      these few words from Scripture. “Who can 
      separate us from the love Christ has for us? 
Shall tribulation or distress, or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or peril or sword? No, for I am sure that nei-
ther death nor life, angels nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
 

 

33-Day Consecration Prayer to St. Joseph with 
Msgr. Turro  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

 
 

Confessions (in the Church Vestibule) 
Mondays at 7PM,  Saturdays at 1PM,  
Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week at 7PM 
(or upon request—call Rectory 201-391-5315 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Each Wednesday during Lent at 3PM with Eucharistic 
Adoration. 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Each Friday during Lent after the 7PM Mass 
7:30PM (English) & 8:30PM (Spanish) 
Stations will be live-streamed 
 

Best Lent Ever. Register for daily emails through out 
the 40 days of Lent. https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/
lent/best-lent-ever.html  

 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Page 11 of this bulletin 

Lent: Perfect time for an Exam 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As we are rapidly approaching the most holy time of our 
year, I find myself quoting the former mayor of New York 
City, Ed Koch, with the question, “How’m I doin’?”   
 
Specifically, am I prepared to participate in the Triduum 
and Easter celebration?  Have I dedicated enough time 
for reflection and self-examination during this Lenten sea-
son? What else should I be doing?  Am I following ‘the 
rules’? I am confident I am not the only one with similar 
questions. 
 
Regarding Lent, the ‘rules’, seem to change depending 
on who and what is asked.  Who is required to fast? What 
counts as meat?  Is it a sin if I eat a burger on Friday? 
Can I eat chocolate on a Sunday?  So much to wonder 
about. 
 
On its face, it seems like a lot of rules are involved in fol-
lowing Christ. However, when we look at the Scriptures, 
there are two commandments Jesus gives us, Love God 
before all else and Love your neighbor as yourself.  What 
Jesus does is take our first reading from Exodus about 
the ten commandments and break it down to the 
“legislative intent”, that is, the reasoning behind God’s 
requirements for His people.   
 
The first three commandments deal with our love for God.  
The love for God is the focus we should be concentrating 
on this Lenten season.  Through our fasting, abstinence 
and almsgiving, we are called to look outside of our indi-
vidual desires to achieve “a true inner conversion of heart 
as we seek to follow Christ's will more faithful-
ly.” (USCCB).  We should be looking to clear our person-
al temples of the things that have nothing to do with God. 
 
So, as we are at the halfway mark of our Lenten journey, 
I ask again, “how we doin?”  

 Are we properly prioritizing our love for Christ in our 
daily lives? If not, try to consider God in decision 
making.  

 Do we place our worldly concerns before our rever-
ence for God? No? Consider if what we are looking 
to get or do would bring us closer to Christ.  

 Do we make time to pray, or to attend Mass (in-
person or virtually)?  Always make time for God.  By 
bringing Him honor, we move closer to Him. 

 
The amazing thing is, once we properly prioritize this first 
commandment of Jesus, the second commandment be-
comes easy. 
 
I pray we can all find the path that God wills for us in this 
Lenten season and look forward to celebrating the Resur-
rection with all of you this coming Easter! 
 
In Christ, 
Deacon Ed 

A Message from Deacon Ed Stoker 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends: 
 
     I hope you are all safe and happy and well. I had an interesting conversation with someone this past week while I 
was away. The person told me that Lent “beats them up every year.” They try to give things up (not only favorite foods 
but also things that they see in themselves that they want to do better). I told her that Lent is supposed to make us un-
comfortable – to leave the things we are comfortable with and move out of that comfort zone. We are called to take 
steps on our Lenten journeys to move closer to Christ. Lent is not only about giving things up, but also about leaving 
things behind.   
     This weekend’s Gospel speaks so beautifully of this. The Samaritan Woman that Jesus meets at the well was there 
for a specific purpose – to bring water back to her village. Things changed when she had an encounter with Christ. “So 
the woman left her water pot, and went into the city.”  She was so excited that she dropped everything, including her pre-
sent task at the well. Retrieving drinkable water was no longer important. Telling others about her encounter with Jesus 
had become her priority. In truth, she no longer needs a vessel for well water because she has been offered water which 
will never run dry. She would never thirst again. He is the Living Water, and He offers it to all who encounter Him. 
     So, we ask ourselves, what does this water jar represent in our own lives? What is it that we need to leave behind 
during this season of Lent as we prepare ourselves for Easter? What is it that separates us from the love of God? Are 
we too concerned about our water jars that we don’t experience Jesus in our lives every day? 
     So, again I ask, what does this water jar that we hold on to and that we need to leave behind represent? Perhaps it is 
the earthly pleasures of money, or nice things or expensive toys, or expensive cars, and so on and so on. 
     Perhaps it’s our lifestyles – the craziness of our day, time constraints, busyness, our jobs, chores, errands. Are we 
ready to drop our water pots and tell others about the living water Christ offers to us all? 
     Or perhaps that water pot that we hold on to represents baggage in our lives.  Things we cannot forgive either in our-
selves or in others. You know that baggage of our past that weighs us down. That baggage that leaves us guilt ridden. 
So much so that we don’t experience God’s love and mercy. 
     As we journey in Lent - as we travel down that road to Easter together – leave those things behind. Name what that 
water jug represents in your life and leave it behind! God did not expect you to carry that weight around with you as you 
experience His love and His mercy in your life. 
     Please continue to visit the Parish website (www.urolm.org) to view the Lenten opportunities that the Parish offers. 
This weekend has some nice events for you to consider: 
 

 Bishop Michael Saporito, Auxiliary Bishop of Bergen County, will join us for the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, March 
6

th
. Please register to attend in person. The Mass with the Bishop will also be live-streamed. 

 The second part of my talk “GOD IS LOVE” will take place on Sunday, March 7
th
 at 7 p.m. My talk will focus on 

God’s love as shown to us in His mercy for us. If joining us in Church, please register on the Parish website. The talk 
will also be live-streamed. 

Finally, as we continue in this Year of Saint Joseph, I offer the following to each of you (taken from Pope Francis’ Apos-
tolic Letter “Patris Corde” – “With A Father’s Heart”): 

 

A tender and loving father 

 

Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favour (Lk. 2:52).  As the Lord 

had done with Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: he taught Him to walk, taking Him by the hand; he was for Him 

like a father who raises an infant to his cheeks, bending down to Him and feeding Him. 

In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has 

compassion for those who fear him.” (Ps 103:13). 

Saint Joseph’s Day is Friday, March 19
th
.  Since this Feast Day in honor of Saint Joseph falls on a Friday during Lent, 

we would typically abstain from eating meat.  Cardinal Tobin has granted a dispensation from abstinence from meat on 
this day in celebration of the Year of Saint Joseph.  The Cardinal’s letter is on page 6 of this bulletin 
God bless you always. 

 

With love and appreciation for each one of you, 
In Christ, 
Father Vincent  

Fr. Vincent’s Weekly Message 



https://m.facebook.com/

OurLadyofMercyChurch07656/ 

Like us to get information about  parish news, 

and inspirational messages. 

IS RCIA FOR YOU?  There are many reasons why 
you may want to become involved in the RCIA.  Do 
any of these fit you? 

 

 I have never been baptized. 

 I am married to a Catholic and attend Mass, but 
just don’t know what the next step may be. 

 I have been baptized in another Christian 
denomination and wish to become Catholic. 

 I have been baptized Catholic, but have not 
received any other sacraments. 

 

Do you know someone who might be interested in 
being in full communion with the Catholic Church?  
Ask, encourage and invite them to this program.  The 
journey begins with one small step!  For more info, 
email John Rokoszak at john.rokoszak@urolm.org 
https://urolm.org/rcia  Please see flyer on page 9  

SUPPORT GROUPS 

FAITH FORMATION RECTORY OFFICE NEWS 

OUR LADY OF MERCY ACADEMY  

Stay up to date with the latest upcoming events by 
visiting Our Lady of Mercy website.  www.urolm.org 

Click here to read Cardinal Tobin’s Vol. 2 
#11  newsletter  
Click here  for Archdiocese of Newark  
updates 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK 

Rectory Office hours:  
Monday—Friday 9:30AM—2:30PM.   
 

Mass book for March 2022 intentions is open. Parish-
ioners may enter the rectory one person at a time with 
masks on to purchase Mass Cards. You may request 
one Sunday per month, two weekdays per month for 
each of the months that we are opening.  

OLM PARISH GRIEF SUPPORT MINISTRY 
See flyer on page 10  

VISITATION MINISTRY 
This is a very unusual and difficult time for all of us. We 
are looking for ways to stay in touch even though we 
can't all be together. Volunteers from the Visitation 
Ministry are offering a phone call to keep you connect-
ed to our OLM community. If you are interested in 
hearing from a Volunteer or you know someone in 
need of a phone call, fill out our Request Form  
https://urolm.org/visitation-ministry 
or contact the Rectory 201-391-5315.   
 

The Visitation Ministry needs your help! 
To become a Volunteer, fill out the Volunteer Form    
https://urolm.org/volunteer 
or contact the Rectory 201-391-5315. 

GET INVOLVED 

Hackensack Dinner Program continues to supply 
food as they have for more than 20 years. Your gener-
osity allows us to fulfill our commitment to the commu-
nity, ensuring that anyone in need of a free meal dur-
ing these challenging times will get one. Due to current 
restrictions we are working with LePores Restaurant in 
Westwood to feed up to 150 individuals each night. 
Our next dinners will be on March 11 and July 8, 
2021. We plan to continue providing the food made at 
LePores for both of these dates. Please consider 
'Adopting a Meal' - $10 will provide a dinner of:  salad, 
bread, pasta and meatballs, broccoli, dessert and bev-
erage. 
      Checks can be made out to the 'Serenity Fund' 
with Hackensack Soup Kitchen written in the memo 
and dropped off or mailed to the OLM rectory. 
      If anyone is interested in helping with food deliver-
ies, contact Joni von Autenried 
at jrvonaut@gmail.com for more information. 

OLMA weekly flyer can be read on page 7 

CALENDAR RAFFLE 
Winners will be drawn once a week from now until May 
31st. Each winning ticket gets thrown back in the pot 
for additional chances to win! Tickets are $10 each and 
can be purchased in the school office (201-391-3838).  

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and 
hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved, and for-
given.” (Pope Francis) 
The Church can also be a place to heal. We are called 
to “be merciful like the Father.” So many are suffering 
from the effects of abortion.  Where can they heal? 
Where can they feel safe and loved?  
 

The Archdiocese of Newark Respect Life Office will be 
hosting two upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard retreats to 
heal the wounds from abortion. 
  

Retreat dates are May 14-16, 2021 (English) and April 
23-25, 2021 (Spanish). 
Contact the Respect Life Office for more details by call-
ing 973-497-4350 (Spanish option 2) 
or e-mail 
Cheryl.riley@rcan.org (English) 
elvinedoderaquelinfo@rcan.org (Spanish) 
 
“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds.” (Psalm 147:3) 
* All Covid-19 Guidelines will be followed  

     Bible Study 
     “Sermon on the Mount” 
                Future zoom dates: 
    March 23 & 24. 



Our Lady of Mercy Academy 5th Grade 
Teacher:  Mrs. Grace Rodrigues  



 

Our Lady of Mercy Academy Weekly Page 

 
Greetings from 3rd Grade! 

 
 My name is Matthew Vaughan and it is with great pleasure that I welcome you to a look inside our 3rd grade 
classroom here at Our Lady of Mercy Academy. First, I would like to introduce myself a bit, as this school year is my 
first at OLMA. As a teacher, I have always prided myself in the classroom atmosphere. In 3rd grade, things are always 
exciting and lively each day as we enter the building. Each day every student is pushed to not only learn, but have fun 
while doing so. I find that in order to get students to invest most in learning, the first thing they need to do is want to 
come to school. When students have that desire, learning comes naturally! Essentially, coming into my classroom two 
things can be expected. You will most certainly learn, either something from the curriculum or even life lessons, and 
you will also have the opportunities to make memories that will last a lifetime. 
 
 Each day we are pursuing our next learning goals. We do many things beyond the regular curriculum to pur-
sue our learning goals. We use chrome books to expand on our reading skills, using different sites that cater to our 
voracious readers. We also have sites that not only reinforce and teach new math skills and concepts, but students 
have a great time doing so! Each lesson is carefully designed to ensure that each student is given a chance to reach 
their full potential. Conversation is also key. Classroom conversation lends itself to some of the best learning that we 
can offer. Having students create their own learning experiences amongst themselves gives students a feeling of em-
powerment as they traverse their daily learning journey! 
 
 Being a first year teacher at a new school can be overwhelming, a little scary, and for sure can make a new 
teacher a little apprehensive. However, the staff, faculty, and students have never ceased to amaze me in their efforts 
to treat each and every person they come across as family. It is overtly evident that the idea that everyone is welcome 
and all people should be cared for in the way God has taught us personifies what OLMA truly is. I cannot be thankful 
enough for the opportunity to work in such a passionate school community that always strives to go above and be-
yond. As someone who is new to the Our Lady of Mercy Community, I greatly encourage those who have not had the 
opportunity to visit OLMA, to call and find out what our school is all about! 
 
 
 



 
 

Please pray for vocations to the Priesthood 

Our Lady of Mercy Pray For Us 

The Chapel is open for Private Prayer from 9AM-3PM 
Monday thru Saturday and Sunday's 1PM-3PM. 

A TIME FOR PRAYER 

Divine Mercy Chaplet— 
Follow-along visual of Rosary beads 
and the words to the prayer.  
Join us everyday at 3PM to pray along 
with us.   
https://vimeo.com/412725178  

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
   

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are  

truly present in the Most Holy  

Sacrament of the Eucharist.  I love  

you above all things, and I desire  

to receive your Body and Blood.  

Since I cannot at this moment  

receive you sacramentally, come  

at least spiritually into my heart. Stay close 

to me, Jesus, so that I may be close to all our 

sisters and brothers, especially those who 

are most in need of your loving care. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

Every Thursday  

from 9AM-10AM in the Chapel 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet & Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

The second Friday of every month 

3PM—4PM in the Chapel 

A PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH 

 
 

Oh St. Joseph whose protection is so great, so strong, 
so prompt before the throne of God, I place in you all 

my interests and desires. 
Oh St. Joseph do assist me by your powerful interces-
sion and obtain for me from your divine son all spiritual 
blessings through Jesus Christ, our Lord; so that hav-
ing engaged here below your heavenly power I may 
offer my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving 

of fathers. 
Oh St. Joseph, I never weary contemplating you and 

Jesus asleep in your arms.  
I dare not approach while he reposes near your heart. 
Press him in my name and kiss his fine head for me, 
and ask him to return the kiss when I draw my dying 

breath. 
St. Joseph, pray for us. 

Amen. 



contact John Rokoszak by email john.rokoszak@urolm.org or call the Rectory 
201-391-5315. 
 
 
INTERESTED IN SPONSORING?  It’s a wonderful way to renew your own faith 
& knowledge of the church while journeying with someone interested in joining 
the Church! 
 



Our Lady of Mercy Parish Grief Support Ministry 
 

 

 

           
 

“Grieving 

 the Death 

 of a Loved One” 

 
 A Journey toward Healing and Hope 
 
Grief is a journey that we are never really prepared to take.  It begins the day 

you lose a loved one, and continues in many different moments of your life.  It 

will take you to places you have never known and places that you may not 

want to go.  GRIEF IS A JOURNEY YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TAKE ALONE!   

 
Our support group is currently not meeting in person due to Covid 19 restrictions 

and out of an abundance of caution for all of our participants. Please visit the 

OLM website, urolm.org for additional resources for yourself or to support some-

one you know who has suffered a loss. Check the parish bulletin weekly for cur-

rent information and updates concerning bereavement ministry.  

 

If you would welcome a phone call from one of our parish priests or a member 

of our bereavement team, email John Rokoszak at john.rokoszak@urolm.org or 

call the rectory, 201-391-5315 and leave your name, contact information and a 

good time to receive a call. Please know that although we are not meeting in 

person, we continue to pray as a ministry and parish for you and your family  

during this difficult time of loss. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  
online registration opens on March 1st or join us via live-streaming 

 

Palm Sunday – March 28th  (pre-registration required) 

Masses: 5:30 p.m. (Saturday Vigil), 7:30 a.m. (no music), 9 a.m., 

11 a.m., 12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

(with overflow space in the school gym)  

 
Holy Thursday – April 1st  (pre-registration required) 

Morning Prayer: 9 a.m. 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper (bi-lingual): 8 p.m. 

(with overflow space in the gym) 

Eucharistic Adoration in Church: until Midnight 
 

Good Friday – April 2nd  (pre-registration required) 

Morning Prayer – 9 a.m. 

Passion of the Lord: 3 p.m. 

Youth Group Stations of the Cross: 7:30 p.m. 

Pasión del Señor in Spanish: 8:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Saturday April 3rd (pre-registration required) 

Morning Prayer – 9 a.m. 
 

Easter Sunday  (pre-registration required) 

Easter Vigil – Saturday, April 3rd at 8 p.m. (bi-lingual) 

(with overflow space in the gym) 

Easter Sunday – April 4th – 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

(with overflow space in the gym) 

 

 

Please Note: SOME MASSES/SERVICES REQUIRE PRE-REGISTRATION.  PLEASE 

VISIT www.urolm.org TO SIGN UP OR CALL THE RECTORY FOR ASSISTANCE  



 



 


