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MASS SCHEDULE     
 

Daily: Monday—Friday 6:30AM, 8:30AM,  
                           Saturday 8:30AM 
 

Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday:  7:30AM, 9:30AM, 11:00AM, 12:30PM Spanish, 
                 6:15PM Praise and Worship 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Every Thursday from 9AM-10AM in the Chapel 
Every Thursday from 7:30PM-9PM in the Church with 
the opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
First Friday from 7PM—10PM in the Chapel 
 
 

RECONCILIATION  
Monday: 7PM  
Thursday: 8PM 
Saturday: 1:00-1:30PM 
 

BAPTISM 
Parents should contact the Rectory Office 201-391-5315 
for dates of Baptism and Preparation Sessions. 
 
 

MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should contact the 
rectory at least one year prior to the wedding date. 

Rectory  Catechetical Center             Youth Ministry     Music Minister            School 
201-391-5315  201-391-3590                201-802-1771                    201-407-7262           201-391-3838 
UROLM.org                OLMRE.org                         OLMyouthministry.com   Olmmusicnj@gmail.com  OLMAcademy.org 
 

olm.church@gmail.com    urolm.religious.ed@gmail.com   olmyouthminister@gmail.com                                     25 Fremont Ave 
2 Fremont Ave  50 Pascack Rd                Michelle Powrie, Principal 

Our Lady of Mercy Church 
Park Ridge, New Jersey 07656 

 



LET US PRAY 
In your love and kindness please pray for the 
sick of our parish, especially: Dave Golenischew, 

Luke Tataro, Glen Ruffino, Agatha Stoker, William 
Griffith, Brian Gynegrowski, Barbara Roehrer, Angelo 
Pascale, and Robert Dellosso.   
 

Please also remember the recently deceased of our 
parish especially: Clair Spitzen, Maria Rockfol,  
Thomas McParkland, Christian Whitaker, Tom Farely,  
Nancy Campoli, and Msgr. Ken Herbster former Pastor 
at OLM. 
 

THE SANCTUARY LAMPS IN THE CHURCH burn 
this week for Special Intentions and a Special Intention 
for Mimma Andriuolo. 
 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP IN THE CHAPEL burns this 
week in memory of Msgr. Ken Herbster.  

 

 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING –  

 
 

December 4th collection:   $17,092 
Same time last year:          $14,854 
 

 
 
 

Thank you as always for your generosity!  

 
 

If you are interested in making your contributions to 
OLM online, please visit the OLM website to enroll 
securely online.   
 
 

God Bless You! 
Fr. Vincent 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/ Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
8:30      Alan Stein 
5:30      Paul Sheganoski 
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Gaudete Sunday) 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 
Is 35:1-6a, 10/ Jas 5:7-10/ Mt 11:2-11       
7:30      Thomas Kistler, Sr. 
9:30      Santo Raffa  
11:00    Anthony Meaney 
12:30    People of the Parish 
6:15pm Frances Coritz 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 
Zec 2:14-17/ Lk 1:26-38 
6:30      Theresa Kosinski 
8:30      Ryder Brown 
7PM      Ellen Visone 
 
Saint Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/ Mt 21:28-32 
6:30      Ramon Santiago 
8:30      Helen Joyce McMann 
 
Saint John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/ Lk 7:18b-23 
6:30      Juliana Lascarez  
8:30      Lucia Principe 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 
Is 54:1-10/ Lk 7:24-30 
6:30 Spence Qualls 
8:30      Chistobal Arca 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/ Jn 5:33-36 
6:30 Pauline Huhn 
8:30      Ann Tierney 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 
Gn 49:2, 8-10/ Mt 1:1-17 
8:30      Margaret & David Wittman 
5:30      Anne & William Pavlu 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 
Is 7:10-14/ Rom 1:1-7/ Mt 1:18-24       
7:30      People of the Parish 
9:30      Ellen & Peter McCullough  
11:00    Joanne Quinn Glaeser 
12:30    Ramon Santiago & Juliana Lascarez 
6:15pm Judi & Robert Murphy 60th Anniversary 

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
Each week the flowers are given to the 
Glory of God by individuals.  We will take 
three dedications in memory or special in-
tentions each week and include the names in the bulle-
tin. The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $25.  To re-
serve a date, please call the Rectory Office. 
        The Altar Flowers for this week are in memory 
of Faith Pisano through the generosity of Grammy. 

OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH MISSION STATEMENT  

 

Our Lady of Mercy Church is a welcoming, faith-filled Catholic community where MERCY abounds. Strength-
ened by God’s Word, and moved by the Holy Spirit, we strive to bring His immeasurable mercy to all who en-
ter our doors. We support one another in times of joy and sadness and attempt to serve each other by reach-
ing out to those in need in our community and beyond. We are on a journey together. Our goal is that the life 
of each person leads to the Lord more deeply.  

ADVENT CANDLES—If you would like to 
sponsor an Advent Candle that will burn at 
each Mass for the week, please call the 
Rectory Office. The dedication or names 
will be listed in the bulletin the available 
week of choice.  The cost is $25.  
The Third Sunday of Advent candles  

     are lit for The Steinen & Hendricks Families 
through the generosity of Judi Hendricks  

 

In memory of Faith Pisano through the generosity 
of Grammy  

 

In memory of Tom Sr., Dante & Bruce  
        through the generosity of the Kistler Family. 



A MESSAGE FROM FR. JOHAN 

The Guadalupe’s Tilma 
Why is the Tilma so important for Guadalupe’s miracle? 
In the Indigenous-Mexican culture, the Tilma is an element with great meaning. One of its features was  
to measure up the social status among the indigenous communities. In Saint Juan Diego’s case, its  
attire was made of “ICZOTL” (palm tissue) without color nor adornments, which meant that he  
belonged to a very low social class, which made Saint Juan Diego a Macehual-indian. Colorful and  
Adornments were only permitted for nobles and high class members.  
Tilmas were used since the moment of birth and during all the important events of any indigenous lifetime.  
One example can be found in the Water Ceremonies where children were dedicated to pagan gods  
(a ceremony comparable to our Baptism). Tilmas were also used for wedding ceremonies; one corner of the Tilma was 
tied to the women’s shawl to signify unity; a symbol that is still in use in our Mexican weddings by means of a lazo 
(string/ribbon) signifying the eternal marital union given by Jesus Christ in the Sacramental Marriage. Tilmas were also 
used at the moment of death. The body was wrapped by the Tilma and then buried with it on.  
Tilmas were also utilized at any moment of labor, especially at the harvest. It was used as a way to collect the crops.  
One more way for Tilmas to be used was as blankets during cold seasons. In simple words; Tilmas were for the Mexican 
people, essentially for the indigenous members, a continuation and/or extension of a person’s being. 
Therefore, as we meditate on why Our Blessed Mother took this clothing vest (TILMA) to portray Her Image; it is be-
cause it represents a very important feature of the Blessed Mother of taking part of our humanity and existence; and it 
was by images and symbols that indigenous members were able to communicate at the time while announcing or deliv-
ering a divine message and revelation. 
Our Blessed Mother of Guadalupe gave us a vital meaning; first of all; how the indigenous life has dignity, by portraying 
her blessed image in the Macehual-clothe (Tilma) and at the same time attaining a perfect and full in-culturalization of 
the Gospel. This miracle brought within a number of symbols that have transcendent time and space; because this im-
age and its message touch each and every mind and heart that come into contact with it.  
Moreover, the printed message in the Tilma is not only a image with symbols, it is in itself a comprehensible codex to the 
people of its time, it represents a spoken message from God who still speaks to us through the Blessed Mother.  
Analyzing the image in a very simple way, we find in it a young princess of a mixed-race, who not only represent the in-
digenous life, but also of the Spaniard-conqueror. We need to keep in mind that mixed race people were the most reject-
ed community of the time, not only by Spaniard invaders but also the natives indigenous. We see in the image a prin-
cess with straight hair, meaning of her virginity (single); because married women used braided hair around their heads to 
signify their marital status. The Virgin wears a black/purple ribbon around her waist; which means that the princess is 
pregnant to the indigenous culture. The Blessed Mother of this image of Guadalupe is an advent woman, a woman of 
hope; with her hands in prayer mode, surrounded by the Sun and the clouds are opened because of her presence, with 
a universe in her clothes; where the stars represent the constellations which indicated the time and place where the ap-
parition took place. The blue-green color on her vest indicated her royal dignity, knowing that such color was only worn 
by the emperor; therefore, she is the Empress. Her dress was rose-salmon, which represents the earth’s color adorned 
with Tepetl-flowers which resemble a human face, flowers with roots that reached the skies, and if they are inversed, 
they form a heart. These images emphasize the Aztec’s understanding which affirms that wisdom is: “the capacity to 
make your face be inscribed in other’s heart.” This flower also has a form of a peak, like the top of a hill, which translates 
the meaning of the word “TEPEYAC” (Top of the Mountain, or Nose-Mount).  
Mountains and Hills were of high value for the indigenous communities. It was there where Temples were built and from 
there a new civilization came to exist. According to the Aztec calendar, the people of Tepeyac were ready to begin a 
new era, a new beginning. With that in mind, we understand that the Blessed Mother’s apparition brought the new civili-
zation of love.  
We also read in the image, the woman from the book of revelation stepping on the moon, a dark moon, which represents 
a lunar eclipse, that was something the indigenous fear. The Moon is sustained by a mature angel who represents wis-
dom, and the angel is touching the tassel of her celestial clothe with one hand; and with the other the rose-salmon attire 
and the earth which indicates the union between heaven and earth. These images demonstrate how the SUN, Moon, 
and stars are not longer in conflict, but in total harmony.  
We cannot miss the flower which is in the center of her dress, the only and most important for the indigenous people, 
“NAHUI OLLIN” flower, which is located right the center of her womb; which is precisely where the child is getting ready 
to be born. The Solar flower represents the 4-cardinal points of the universe, this flower also manifests the Only God, 
Omnipotent and Eternal, giver/owner of life, Creator of heaven and earth. The Virgin shows her bended knee in dancing 
position which was only given to the One and true God according to the people of the time.  
Our Lady of Guadalupe came to the indigenous people to instruct that human sacrifices are no more; reveling how her 
Son Jesus Christ has already offered His life for all. Let us keep in mind, that our ancestors used to present human sac-
rifices of young and adults to the pagan gods in order to keep peace and universal balance; however, Our Blessed 
Mother revealed to us that such Bloody and irrational sacrifices were not necessary anymore.  
All these facts and events occurred during December 9-12 of 1531 at Tepeyac Valley, whish is now Mexico City. After 
the apparition of the Blessed Mother many people converted, between them were counted indigenous people, mixed-
race people, Criollos and even Spaniards. Our Lady of Guadalupe is number one most visited sanctuary in the world, 
approximately 23 million people per year. Not even Vatican is visited as much as our Lady of Guadalupe.     
This is just a simple summary of the great miracle of Guadalupe, in order to comprehend How the Virgin Mary, in a hum-
ble way, guided the people of Tepeyac to her beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.                                              



Rectory Office hours:  
Monday—Friday 9:30AM—4:00PM. 
 

Mass Intentions for December 2023 is open. You may 
request one weekend per month, two weekdays per 
month for each of the months that we are opening.   

“Grieving the Loss of a Loved One” - A Jour-
ney toward Healing & Hope. The next meeting 
entitled “Handling the Holidays” is December 
14th from 7-8PM in the Parish Center. Please 
call Kathy McCabe at 201-391-6367 if you plan to at-
tend. For more info visit: https://urolm.org/
bereavement  or email janedoe544@aol.com 

FR. VINCENT’S WEEKLY MESSAGE  

 
 
                            

                                       
 

 
https://urolm.org/ 

 

God Bless OLM’s newly  
baptized in November, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mason Daniel Amaral 
Mila Rae Cloesmeyer 
Cora Alice Crisafulli 

Iris Elizabeth Parrasch 
John Remington Piccinich 

Vera Leigh Rodriguez 

              

             Our Knights of Columbus Council is sponsoring  
             a "Keep Christ in Christmas" poster contest for  
             all OLMA and Religious Education students K-
8. It's a great way for your child to be creative and rev-
erent during this Advent Season! Sign up is available 
through your teacher. Contest submission deadline is 
12/16. Vivat Jesus!  
Tom Kistler, Grand Knight  tkistler@optonline.net  

RECTORY OFFICE NEWS 

KNIGHT LIFE 

 
 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES 

 

5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

9:30 p.m. Instrumental Prelude 
10 p.m. 

12 Midnight (Spanish) 
  

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES 

 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
11 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
  
 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER 
OF GOD 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

 

5:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. (Bi-Lingual) 

  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 

7:30 a.m.  
9:30 a.m.  
11 a.m.  

12:30 p.m. (Spanish)  

CALLING ALL CHILDREN (and Adults) 

 

Join us after the 9:30 A.M. 
Mass on Sunday, Decem-

ber 18th in the Church 
Vestibule for a Birthday 

Party for  
Jesus. 

SUPPORT GROUP 

Nathalie Dominguez and Mary Stoker are the 2022 
recipients of the Archdiocesan Youth Discipleship 
Award.  The discipleship award is presented to teens 
who respond to the call of discipleship through service 
or ministry to their parish.  
Jennifer Ballanco received  The Archdiocesan Adult 
Light of the World Award. This award is presented to 
express appreciation and gratitude to adults for their 
commitment to the young people and youth ministry in 
their parish. 
Congratulations to all and thank you for all you do for 
Our Lady of Mercy, we appreciate you. 
https://link.shutterfly.com/PRDtVQ79uvb 

CONGRATULATIONS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

December 16th 6PM. Las Posadas (the inns or lodgings) is a customary 
Christmas novena, celebrated in many Latin American countries and 
Hispanic communities in the United States. Beginning nine days before 
Christmas, Las Posadas is a journey of faith and joy, shared by family, 
friends, and neighbors. Las Posadas forms the spirituality that helps us 
identify with Mary and Joseph in their pilgrimage on the road to Bethle-
hem. Come join us as we prepare to celebrate the joys of Christmas: the 
baby in the manger, our Savior, and God made flesh. 
 

MORE DECEMBER EVENTS 

Let us finish this year 
with the Holy Eucha-
ristic Sacrifice of the 
Mass and share a last 
meal for this year to-
gether this December 
31st at 7:30PM. Din-
ner and Dance in OL-
MA gymnasium at  
8:30PM. Donation is 
$50 per family that will 
be directed to OLM 
Capital Campaign 
2023. You can bring 
your favorite dishes 
and drinks to share as 
a family. Make your 
reservations by De-
cember 16. Limited 
space! 
 

father.johan@urolm.org 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader: Loving God, we stand before you once again. We stand here ready to cele-
brate the birth of your son, Jesus. 
 
(Have everyone extend a hand in a gesture of blessing. Sprinkle water or holy water 
on the tree while praying the following prayer.) 
 
Leader: Bless this tree, this sign of life and freshness and perseverance in our midst. 
It stands as a reminder that you are born anew in us each day. Bless our family and 
friends as we celebrate this joyous season. Keep us safe in our travels, kind in our 
conversations, and gracious in our giving and receiving. We ask you this in confi-
dence, because we know you love us. 
 
All: Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE 



 



 


