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Three Shepherd Children 

    100th Anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima Apparitions 
By:  Jeannette Warhol 

A hundred years ago on May 13, 1917, the 

Blessed Virgin Mary appeared for the first of 

six times, to three shepherd children in Fatima, 

Portugal, – Lucia Santo, 10 years old, 

Francisco Marto, 9 years old and Jacinta 

Marto, 7 years old. 

 

The two siblings, Francisco and Jacinta, died at 

an early age during an epidemic of influenza 

during World War I.  Lucia was told that she 

had to remain “a little longer” to establish 

devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and 

died at 97, as a Carmelite nun. Lucia later 

wrote memoires about the appearances that 

were revealed over several years. 

 

When Our Lady first appeared to the three 

children she asked them, “Do you wish to offer 

yourselves to God, to endure all the sufferings 

that He may please to send you, as an act of 

reparation for the sins by which He is offended 

and to ask for the conversion of sinners?” 

 

 

In response to Our Lady’s appeal, Lucia, Francisco and 

Jacinta prayed with fervor, fasted heroically and 

offered themselves and their sufferings as alms for the 

conversion of others. 
 

On July 13 she repeated the appeal and added, “Say 

often this prayer, especially during any sacrifice:  ‘O 

my Jesus, I offer this for love of You, for the 

conversion of poor sinners, and in reparation for all the 

sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary.”’ 

 

Then she showed them, for an instant, a vision of hell, 

a clear reminder of the stakes involved in whether 

sinners, whether we, convert and begin to choose God.  

Our Lady promised to take Francisco and Jacinta to 

heaven soon. 

 

Lucia Santo, Francisco Marto, and Jacinta Marto  
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A Word of Thanks:  We are grateful to Jeannette Warhol for providing us with the information on the 

Fatima apparition.  She recommended a series of nine columns in the 2017 issues of the Anchor, the 

diocesan paper of Fall River, Massachusetts, by Fr. Roger J. Landry and other guest writers. See 

www.anchoornews.org for more information. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lucia describes in her memoirs the detail of this apparition.  “A 

few moments after arriving at the Cova da Iria near the holm oak 

where a large number of people were praying the Rosary, we 

saw the flash once more and a moment later Our Lady appeared 

near the holm oak.” 

 

“Mary said, ‘I want you to come here on the 13th of next month 

to pray the rosary every day in honor of Our Lady of the Rosary 

in order to obtain peace for the world and the end of the war, 

because only she can help you.  In October I will tell you who I 

am and what I want and I will perform a miracle for all to see 

and believe.  If what I say to you is done many souls will be 

saved and there will be peace.  The war will end but if people do 

not cease offending God, a worse one will break out during the 

pontificate of Pius X.  When you pray the Rosary say after each 

mystery, O my Jesus, forgive us, save us from the fire of hell, 

lead all souls to heaven, especially those who are most in need.’ 

 

In this apparition the Blessed Mother explicitly requested that 

the Holy Rosary be prayed every day in honor of Our Lady of 

the Rosary. 

 

During the last vision on October 13, the “Miracle of the Sun” 

took place just as Mary had promised.  After a rainstorm the sun 

began to shine brightly, then began to spin and change into 

various colors.  Everyone was able to look directly at the sun 

without any damage to their eyes.  Suddenly it seemed to be 

crashing towards the earth threatening the tens of thousands 

present, and then returned to the sky. 

 

During the years that followed, the world was consecrated to 

Mary, the three “secrets” messages were revealed, and devotion 

to the rosary has flourished. 

 

The key words Mary revealed were prayer and sacrifice to save 

souls, to accept the urgency of penance, for conversion, of faith. 

Continued from page 1. 

 

http://www.anchoornews.org/
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A Personal View 

  Four Hours at Fatima, Portugal 
By:  George and Anne Mayer 

Unlike most of the multitudes whose visit to 

Fatima was the culmination of a singular 

spiritual pilgrimage, we journeyed there as part 

of a three nation tour which included Spain, 

Portugal and Morocco.  We were not prepared 

for the serenity, beauty, splendor nor spirituality 

of that holy place.  Nor did we expect to witness 

the outpouring of faith and devotion exemplified 

by the many devout worshipers who actually 

traveled hundreds of feet on their knees – in the 

rain – from the sprawling piazza to the Basilica 

housing the image of Our Blessed Mother. 

 

While clearly diminishing the size of the crowds, 

the rainy inclement weather did nothing to 

reduce the spiritual effect our visit had on us or 

on our travel companions with whom we shared 

the marvelous experience.  It is impossible to 

remain apart from the sights, sounds and 

impressions conjured up in the beauty and 

solemnity of the many aspects of the entire area 

that comprises the Marian Shrine.  Each of the 

various parts of the site is an inspiration – the 

large rotunda or staging area, the magnificent 

church, the large area for lighting candles for 

individual petitions, magnificent statuary, 

gleaming architecture, thoughtfully designed 

mosaics, soaring columns – all contributed to an 

experience that can fairly be called matchless 

among similar locations. 

 

Even the like-minded tourist-pilgrims appeared to be 

mindful of the sanctity of the site. The 

conversational tone was respectful, movement of 

visitors was polite and efficient, and religious objects 

and displays were treated with unusual care.  An aura 

of holiness prevailed; even the ever-present souvenir 

hawkers seemed to ratchet down their 

entrepreneurial endeavors in recognition of the 

sanctity of the location. 

 

The fact that the basilica was decades long in its 

construction, from 1928 to 1954, is obvious in its 

design and beauty.  It is most certainly among the 

most prized structures of similar purpose throughout 

the world and a fitting tribute to Our Lady.  Her 

visits to those pre-teen children, three little cousin 

shepherds, could not have been more appropriately 

executed.  It stands as an inspired monument to faith 

and belief.  Fatima is not a place for “ego” or “self”.  

Those parts of a visitor’s being are best left in the 

parking lot when approaching the Shrine.  The 

pilgrims’ attention is more suitably compelled to 

reflect upon Our Blessed Mother and her 

apparitional gifts to those little children whose 

innocence and humility could well be models for 

each of us. 

Shrine of Fatima 

 

 

Basilica at Fatima 

Shrine at Fatima 
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Chris Stefanick was baptized at OLM and though his family moved to Ringwood, they remained 

close to our parish.  Chris became a dedicated Catholic teenager and continues to profess his 

faith in what he does today. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Highlighting 

  Chris Stefanick 
By:  Mary and Jim Stefanik 

Christopher Stefanick is a Catholic speaker, 

husband, and father of six.  He proclaims that the 

Bible is the greatest love story ever told, a story 

which can be applied to all aspects of our lives.  

Every year Chris speaks to over 85,000 teens, 

young adults, and parents here in the U.S.  He 

has also spoken to audiences in Australia, the 

Philippines, Ireland, England, Scotland, Poland, 

and Germany.  Chris also reaches audiences 

through an EWTN TV series titled Real Life 

Catholic, guest visits on radio shows, and in 

syndicated print columns.  In addition, he has 

authored and co-authored several books.  Chris is 

the president and founder of Real Life Catholic, 

a non-profit organization dedicated to re-

engaging a generation of Catholics with 

Catholicism.  To learn more about Chris 

Stefanick and his works, see 

www.RealLifeCatholic.com. 

 

A Mother’s View… 
 
Most importantly (for me), I see Chris through 

the eyes of a mother and as a child of God.  I 

recently saw him at a talk he was giving in 

Somerville, N.J.  As I looked out at the faces of 

the people listening to his message, I was very 

touched that this was my son and that it all 

started at the Baptismal font of Our Lady of 

Mercy parish in Park Ridge.  This is where my 

husband Jim and I brought him to be baptized 

and become a child of God.  I know that people 

speak of Chris as an international speaker.  I am 

very proud of him and the work that he does for 

the Lord. but I still see him as that little baby I 

held in my arms at his Baptism.  That child who  

 

played with his Star Wars guys under the 

Christmas tree with such joy.  I think that is how 

God sees us too.  He sees who we really are: his 

sons and daughters.  He loves us so much.  He 

sees who we are, not so much what we do.  

 

That was the message that Chris gave in 

Somerville:  how much God loves us and how 

important we are to Him. It moved me to tears 

because sometimes I forget just how great 

His love for us is.  He sees us in our 

mother’s arms at our baptism becoming His 

child. 

 
 

http://www.reallifecatholic.com/
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OLM’s “Little Plates” 
By:  Carolyn McNamara 
 

Restaurants feature small dishes of food for those 

who just want a “little” instead of a full plate of 

food.   
 

The Gathering Space at OLM also offers “little 

plates,” commonly called pamphlets.  They are in 

racks by the library and on the table by the sink.  

Unlike “small dishes of food,” these little plates 

are free and fill the soul.  Some are printed in both 

English and Spanish (such as “?Por Que Ir a 

Misa?”). 

 
Topics include: 

 When Someone You Love Leaves the  

    Church 

 Catholics and Infertility 

 Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End 

 Hail Mary 

 A Parent’s Guide to Becoming a Priest,  

    Sister, Brother 
 

However, if you’re in for a “full meal,” you 

can always browse through the library to find 

something to satisfy your appetite. 

 

Family of God Prayer Group 

Celebrates a Milestone Birthday 
By:  Mary Ellen Stacey 

 

 

On Tuesday, November 21, 2017, the Family of God Prayer Group celebrated True Jordan’s 90th birthday.  

True is one of the original members of the Family of God prayer group which started in 1970, under Pastor 

Joseph Russell.  Past and present members of the prayer group were there to celebrate her special birthday.  

She was truly grateful to see so many friends.  God Bless True, today and always! 
 

The Family of God Prayer Group meets every Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. in the chapel to praise God and 

pray for special intentions. 
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A WELCOME PRAYER 
For Our New Pastor 

 
Rev. Msgr. Joseph R. Chapel 

 

Father, in the name of Jesus, we pray that the Spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might and the spirit of knowledge shall rest upon our New 

Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Joseph R. Chapel.  We pray that as Your Spirit rests upon him that You will make 

him of quick understanding because You, Lord, have anointed and qualified him to preach the Gospel 

to the meek, the poor, the wealthy and the afflicted. (Isaiah 11:2, 3). 

 

 

A WELCOME PRAYER 
For Our New Parochial Vicar 

 
Rev. Patrick J. Seo 

 
Lord, we pray and believe that, each and every day, freedom of utterance is given to our New Parochial 

Vicar – Rev. Patrick J. Seo – that he will open his mouth boldly and courageously as he should, to get 

the Gospel to the people.  Thank you, Lord, for the added strength that You have given to Fr. Seo.  

(Ephesians 6:19,20). 
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The Longing to Belong 
By:  Celeste T. Villegas 

Ironically, behind the world’s hatred and 

divisiveness is one of the most basic of human 

needs – “the universal longing to belong.”  Are 

we not devoted to family and to a job?  Do we 

not seek involvement in support groups?  We 

want to be in good fellowship with others.   

 

Yes, we are relational beings, made in the 

image of the Trinity (Genesis 1:26, “Let us 

make man in our image.”).  It is not then too 

far-fetched to say that solitary confinement has 

become a form of punishment because 

“loneliness is a really hard cross to bear.” 

 

Since the need to belong is “God-given,” if we 

look at Scripture, we will find a few “God-

given” ways that can help nip loneliness in the 

bud and allow us to satisfy this longing to 

belong. 

 St. James says:  “Draw near to God 

and He will draw near to you.” 

(James 4:8). 

 St. John recommends not allowing hatred 

to take root.  “He who hates his brother 

is in the darkness and walks in the 

darkness, and does not know where he is 

going, because the darkness has blinded 

his eyes.” (1 John 2:10-11). 

 St. Paul encourages:  “Let us celebrate 

the feast, not with the old leaven of 

malice and evil, but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truth.” 

(1 Corinthians 5:8). 
 

Indeed, the ultimate consolation is that “we belong to 

God and we are His people.”  Nowhere else but with 

God can we satisfy our desire to belong.  According to 

Leviticus 20-26, “You are to be holy to me, for I the 

Lord am holy, and I have set you apart from the 

peoples to be MINE.” 
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OUR STAFF IS DWINDLING! 

WRITERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOMED! 

Please send YOUR Ideas.  YOUR Articles.” 

 

CONTACT A STAFF MEMBER FOR DETAILS 
 

We’re on the web.  Visit us at www.urolm.org. 
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