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Hello Beloved Parish Family!

It is my privilege to be able to continue to serve you, now as the Director of Religious Education for grades Kindergarten through 12. For those who may not know me, I have been the Youth Minister here at OLM since 1998, and have strived to share Christ’s Love with all of our children and families. In this new role, I will be making some changes about which we as a staff are very excited. 

Registration OPENS June 1st 2022 and CLOSES September 1st 2022

Kindergarten to 4th Grades
Children in grades Kindergarten through 4 will continue to meet in the OLMA school building from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. weekly on either Monday or Wednesday. Tuesdays ONLY will be virtual for grades K, 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6. Since 2nd grade is a very important sacrament year which involves crucial in person learning, there will be no virtual classes offered for that grade level. We will be offering smaller class sizes this year, but are of course relying on the help of parent volunteers to make the program more manageable and thus enjoyable for all! Jackie Freiler and Gerri Ann Tuttle will be co-coordinators of our K to 4 program during class hours in the school building.

5th to 8th Grades
Students in 5th and 6th grades will now meet in the Gathering Space and attached buildings on an alternating weekly schedule on Mondays or Wednesdays from 3:45 to 5:15, as 7th and 8th graders will continue to do. 5th and 6th graders will meet in a large group for an opening activity and then break into small groups for discussion and reading, and end in church with prayer. 7th and 8th grade students will now also be absorbed into our family pricing along with grades K-6. Since 7th and 8th grade includes preparation for Confirmation in 9th grade, no virtual sessions are offered.

9th Grade and Beyond…
Confirmation direct preparation happens in high school, and students may choose any high school grade in which they feel ready to receive the sacrament. For most students, this is in 9th grade, but any students in grades 10, 11 or 12 are welcome to prepare and receive with us.  Our weekly high school Youth Group is now on Sunday evenings from October to June, and all students in grades 9 through 12 are welcome to join us!

Calendar Information
Calendars and information for all programs will be posted at UROLM.org and will also be sent by email to registered families. Due to our anticipation of heightened spread of COVID and flu after the holidays, January 2023 classes will be VIRTUAL for ALL grades K through 12. This means we will have brief “Zoom” meetings for all grade levels during regular class times. The details will be announced later in the year.

Fees and Registration
Religious Education Fees for the 2022 – 2023 School Year are as follows:

Kindergarten through 8th Grades
One Child -$230
Two Children - $275
Three or More Children - $325
First Communion / Reconciliation Sacrament Fee - $200
Confirmation Fee (High School) - $150 (Confirmation candidates pay no RE fee.)

Registration will once again be through Parish Giving. Those who used the system in previous years will receive a welcome email from them with a username and password which will allow you to register and make your class selections or please go to www.parishgiving.org. 

If you have NOT used Parish Giving to register before, please go to UROLM.org and click the appropriate grade level on the Faith Formation tab. Then click the appropriate link. New families are also asked to upload an image of your child(ren)’s Baptism certificate (NOT birth certificate).

Catechists 
Teachers, Group Leaders, Classroom Aides and office helpers pay a reduced registration fee- only a book fee of $30 per child for Kindergarten through 8th grade. Registered nurses are also needed during class time. 
Please contact our office if you feel called to help as a catechist!

As always, if you are in need of financial assistance, we are very happy to work with you on a payment plan. Please contact our office for help. 

We are also looking forward to the return of Vacation Bible School for the summer of 2023! More details will be available this March.

Please know that I am always available to talk together, pray together or just listen, and am so grateful for your participation in all that we will do together. I am tremendously humbled to be a companion on your family’s journey of faith to help raise children who are holy, healthy and happy!


Yours in Christ’s Service,
Jennifer Ballanco
Director of Religious Education

Erica Porta	    Regina Sikorski	Jackie Freiler		    Gerri Ann Tuttle
RE Assistant	    RE Assistant	K to 4 Co-coordinator	    Virtual & K to 4 Co-coordinator
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