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Scripture  Readings 

 23 SUN  Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-18 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

24 MON  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/ 

                  Lk 1:67-79 

25 TUE  Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22 

                  -25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 

        Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/ 

                  Lk 2:1-14 
        Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 

        Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or  

                  Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

26 WED  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/ 

                  Mt 10:17-22 
27 THU  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
28 FRI   1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 

29 SAT  1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35  

Mission Statement:   

"Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, disciples of Jesus Christ in Worcester, MA, reaches out with love  
into the neighborhoods to welcome, serve, support, and engage the community in Jesus.   

In creating a welcoming relationship with Eucharistic and prayerful celebrations,  
we gather to make a difference by coming closer to God and one another." 

MASSES 
Daily Mon - Sat:  8:00 AM 

Saturday 4:30PM, Sunday 7:30 & 9:30AM 
Holy Days 8:00 AM, Noon, 5:30 PM 
PENANCE Saturdays 2:30-3:30 PM 

Mass Intentions and Calendar 

Sat, Dec 22  
 2:00-3:30 pm Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation 
     4:30 pm Ann Parent req by daughter and son-in-law  
               Michael and Delia Dooley anniv req by the family 
Sun, Dec 23 4th Sunday of Advent  
     9:30 am Feola Family, Antoinetta Rossetti and  
                               Rosalba Puca req by the D’Andrea family 
10:30 am opens -Sharing Our Bounty in Church Hall 
Mon, Dec 24 Christmas Eve 
     4:00 pm  
Tue, Dec 25        The Nativity of the Lord (holy day of obligation)  
     8:00 am  
   10:00 am Gloria Cardelle 2 yr anniv req by Donna 
Fri,  Dec 28  
     7:00 pm NA Meeting in Church Hall 
Sat, Dec 29   
     4:30 pm Orlanda Trolese birthday anniv req by her 
                                daughter  
Sun, Dec 30  
     9:30 am  Priscilla Barbato by Richard Garbis   
10:30 am opens -Sharing Our Bounty in Church Hall 

December 23, 2018 
4th Sunday of Advent 

“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”  
LUKE 1:28 

Faith is a gift from God.  Take time in 
silence and thank Him for all the gifts 
He has given you.  Try to set aside any 

anger or resentment you have and 
really open your heart to receive the 
gift of God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
We can’t give Stewardship we don’t 

live.  We need to receive God’s mercy 
and forgiveness first before we can 

give it to others. 



WEEKLY OFFERING 

 Due to the holiday, the bulletin had to be 
submitted early. The Sunday Offertory for  

12/15-12/16 will be in the 12/30 bulletin 
Thank you as always  

for your generous support! 

Try Online Giving and Help Your Parish 
Go to: ololma.org & click on Online Giving for easy and secure instructions to set up your personal and confiden-

tial account or make an appointment with Fr. Brian or Cheryl at the rectory for help to set up your account. 

-By doing this: you can take the chore of filling your contribution envelopes unnecessary and take the guesswork 

out of how you support your parish.   

-By doing this: you help your parish maintain a consistent  budget, especially when you are away from the parish 

and reduce the expense of sending envelope packages each month. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

There will be a Hat, Gloves and Coat 
Drive from now until December 30.  If 
you have any of these new or in good 

condition, please leave on the 
stage in the church hall.  All donations 

will be distributed to the homeless 
teens at Burncoat High School. 

Great ideas for Christmas gifts….. 
Our Lady of Lourdes Cookbook                  $15 

 Our Lady of Lourdes Christmas Ornament        $15 
 Our Lady of Lourdes Tote bag         $ 3 
 Our Lady of Lourdes Magnet         $ 1 
                Will be on sale after 9:30 am mass. 

Trader Joe's-Sharing our Bounty Ministry 

is looking for HELP.   If you can spare one 
Sunday a month to help pick up food items to 

be distributed to our church community, 

please call Sandy 774-823-6817  

Women’s Group in Worcester 
A new Endow group is convening in Worcester starting 
on Jan. 11, 2019 at 8 pm. This is a small group for women of 
all ages interested in growing in faith, community, and knowl-
edge of the Church's teachings on women. The group will 
meet weekly on Friday evenings at 8 pm in the home of Sarah 
Berry (a parishioner at St. John's, Worcester). Our first study 
will be Pope John Paul II's Letter to Women. For more infor-
mation, or to sign up, visit https://endowgroups.org/groups/
worcester-group-2. You may also contact Sarah at 214-632-

3399 or sarahlizberry@gmail.com. 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
     The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem stands as an ancient witness 
to the birth of Jesus Christ.  Originally constructed in 327 A.D. over a cave 
venerated as the birthplace of Jesus, most of the original church was de-
stroyed in a sixth century Samaritan revolt.  Rebuilt in 565, the second 
church still stands today. 
     Through the centuries, the Church of the Nativity has been battered by 
time and weather. It has suffered fires, earthquakes, desecrations and 
even gun battles.  The interior, too, suffers neglect as squabbles among 
Armenian, Greek and Catholic caretakers have delayed needed renova-
tions to the roof, walls and paintings.  
     For some on the outside, the Church of the Nativity, battered, fortress-
like and unattractive to the eye, is disappointing. Even to some on the 
inside, the neglect is disheartening. 
     But then, descending a staircase to the cave below, one sees on the 
floor a silver star and the words, "Here Jesus Christ was born to the Virgin 
Mary."  Those words and that realization give one profound pause.  Here, 
on this very spot, salvation came, hope was born,   Here, Mary laid God’s 
Son in a manger. To this very place, angels directed shepherds who has-
tened and worshiped.  In this very place, like Mary and Joseph, pilgrims for 
centuries knelt in awe and wonder.  From this spot, they have returned 
home, closer to God, renewed in faith, convinced anew of the great love of 
God who created us and draws us on.  Realizing all that, pilgrims are glad 
that they did not let the visible defects deter them from entering the Church 
and staying in it to reach the sacred spot. 
     In some ways, the Church of the Nativity might be a metaphor for to-
day’s Church.  Scandals, desecration, and the neglect of some priests and 
bishops in past years have caused tremendous suffering and sullied the 
image of the Church.  Looking around from outside, some don’t want to 
enter.  Being discouraged on the inside, others have left.  This, too, is 
tragic because it is only in the heart of the Church in the liturgy, sacra-
ments, communion of the saints, the Scriptures and Tradition authentically 
handed on that one can regularly encounter the ordinary means of God’s 
saving graces.  Our world, our society and culture need those graces.  We 
must continue to remain vigilant in order to protect our children but we 
must also never forget the treasures that have been entrusted to the 
Church and offered to us in the sacraments.  The same Jesus, born at 
Bethlehem, and laid in the manger by Mary comes to us to nourish our 
souls, to bring us His love, healing and peace.  Like Mary, Joseph, the 
Shepherds and the Magi, may that encounter give you and your loved 
ones joy and peace on Christmas and each week at Mass. 
     With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry Christmas, I 
remain 
     Sincerely yours in Christ, 
     Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 

     Bishop of Worcester     

Prayer Shawl  
If any parishioner would like a prayer shawl 

for someone they know who might need one.  

Please call Donna at 508-304-1745 or 508-579-9299.   

You may also call the rectory at 508-757-0789. 

https://endowgroups.org/groups/worcester-group-2
https://endowgroups.org/groups/worcester-group-2
mailto:sarahlizberry@gmail.com


LITURGY OF THE WORD 

GATHERING HYMN                                        The Advent of Our King  

FIRST READING                                     MI 5:1-4A 
 

Thus says the LORD: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient 
times. Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, 
and the rest of his kindred shall return to the children of Israel. He shall stand firm and shepherd his 
flock by the strength of the LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, his God; and they shall remain, 
for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace.  

Fourth Sunday of Advent       Cycle C 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                        PSALM 80 



HOMILY 

SECOND READING                                          HEB 10:5-10 
 

Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not  
desire, but a body you prepared for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight. Then I 
said, 'As is written of me in the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, O God.'" 
 

First he says, "Sacrifices and offerings, holocausts and sin offerings, you neither desired nor delighted 
in." These are offered according to the law. Then he says, :Behold, I come to do your will." He takes 
away the first to establish the second. By this "will," we have been consecrated through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

GOSPEL                                LK 1:39-45 
 

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the house 
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the  
mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you 
by the Lord would be fulfilled."  

GOSPEL LITANY 

 Promised Sav-ior,  Al-le-lu-ia,   True Mes-siah,  Ma-ra-na-tha!
 Cry of Pro-phets,    Al-le-lu-ia,   Hope of Na-tions,    Ma-ra-na-tha! 
        Light of Na-tions,   Al-le-lu-ia,    Light in Dark-ness, Ma-ra-na-tha! 
        Ris-en Sa-vior,       Al-le-lu-ia,    Lord of Glo-ry,        Ma-ra-na-tha! 
        You we long for,     Al-le-lu-ia,    You we thirst for,    Ma-ra-na-tha! 



NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all things   

visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 

Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before 

all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, 

consubstantial with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
 

For us men and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, and by the Holy  Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became 

man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and 

rose again on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his 

kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 

Church. I confess one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.  

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS   Please respond:  “Come Lord Jesus Come.” 

LITURGY OF THE Eucharist 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS             Creator of the Stars of Night  



HOLY, HOLY                       MASS OF CREATION 
 

  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of hosts. 

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION                    MASS OF CREATION 
 

  When we eat this bread, and drink this cup, 

  We proclaim your death O Lord, 
  Until you come again. 
 

GREAT AMEN                       MASS OF CREATION 
 

OUR FATHER 
 

SIGN OF PEACE 
 

LAMB OF GOD                       MASS OF CREATION 

COMMUNION                                             Song of Mary 



 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

 Monday, December 24th, 4:00pm 

 Tuesday, December 25th, 8:00am &10:00am 
 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God - New Year’s 
 

 Monday, December 31st, 5:30pm 

 Tuesday, January 1st, 8:00am 

RECESSIONAL                                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  


