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Mission Statement:   

"Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, disciples of Jesus Christ in Worcester, MA, reaches out with love  
into the neighborhoods to welcome, serve, support, and engage the community in Jesus.   

In creating a welcoming relationship with Eucharistic and prayerful celebrations,  
we gather to make a difference by coming closer to God and one another." 

MASSES 
Daily Mon - Sat:  8:00 AM 

Saturday 4:30PM, Sunday 7:30 & 9:30AM 
Holy Days 8:00 AM, Noon, 5:30 PM 
PENANCE Saturdays 2:30-3:30 PM 

Mass Intentions and Calendar 

Sat, Dec 21  

   8:00 am  

   4:30 pm      Ann Parent req by daughter and son-in-law 

Sun, Dec 22  

   7:30 am      Vladas Pajeda 29th anniv req by Wanda & Drasis 

   9:30 am       

10:30 am opens -Sharing Our Bounty in Church Hall 

Mon, Dec 23 

  8:00 am 

12:30-3:00 pm  Decorating of the Church 

Tue, Dec 24  Christmas Eve 

  4:00 pm               

Wed, Dec 25  Christmas Day - The Nativity of the Lord 

  8:00 am      Gloria Cardelle 3rd anniv req by her daughter Donna 

10:00 am      Feola Family, Antoinetta Rossetti, and Rosalba Puca 

                        req by the D’Andrea Family 

 Fri, Dec 27 

  7:00 pm       NA Meeting in Church Hall   

Sat, Dec 28  

   8:00 am  

   4:30 pm     Michael & Delia Dooley anniv mass req by the family      

Sun, Dec 29  

   7:30 am       

   9:30 am       

10:30 am opens -Sharing Our Bounty in Church Hall 

December 22, 2019 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

22 SUN  Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
23 MON Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66 
24 TUE  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79 

                 25 WED Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
                                Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
                                Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
                                Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
                 26 THU Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22 

                 27 FRI  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
                 28 SAT 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,  

which means God is with us.”   
Matthew 1:23  

Mary serves as a model of stewardship. By saying 
“yes” to God, Mary bore the Savior of the world – 

Emmanuel. She chooses to follow God’s will 
without regard to the personal cost to herself. 



WEEKLY OFFERING 

Due to the holiday, the bulletin needed to 
be submitted by Friday.   

The offertory for December 14—15th will be 
in the December 29th bulletin.  

Thank you for your generous support! 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

Around Town…(If you would like to see a complete list 

of events going on in our diocese, go to https://

worcesterdiocese.org/the-diocesan-dispatch) 

Parish Assistance Raffle Winners 
1st-Lorraine Mancini                    8th-Kathy O’Connor 

2nd-Linda Gustafson                    9th-John Chandler 

3rd-Bruce & Charlene Poulos      10th-Carol Keating 

4th-James Morris    11th-Linda Anger 

5th-Joseph Dooley                       12th-Dan Manzaro 

6th-Thomas Foley   13th-Jacqueline Barrett 

7th-Timothy Cullinane   14th-Timothy Cullinane 

Christmas Decorators Needed... 

Can you lend us your time and talent? 

Please come help us decorate the 

church on  

             Monday, December 23  

         from 12:30 to 3:00 PM.   

Please note:  This is a change of day and time 

from what was printed in last week’s bulletin. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter - Behold, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way before 
you." Strengthen, renew, and rekindle your marriage sacra-
ment by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end. The next Weekends are Mar 13-15, 2020 in Duxbury, 
MA and Apr 18-19, 2020 in BREWSTER, MA. For more in-
formation, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963 

or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.  

Christmas Social Wrap Up 
We will have a meeting on Sunday, December 29th 
at 10:30am after mass to discuss the pros, the cons 
and suggestions for next year.  
                      All are welcome to join! 
If you have ideas of things you would like to see 
Our Lady of Lourdes do, please make a suggestion 
or speak to Fr. Brian.  We would love to hear what 
you want.  

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

     Christmas brings joy to the world and joy to our hearts 

as we contemplate and celebrate Christ’s birth at 

Bethlehem. 

     We can readily appreciate Mary’s joy as she gazed on 

the beauty, mystery and wonder of her newborn Son.  It is a 

joy all mothers experience and one fathers and families 

share as they welcome and appreciate the gift of new life.  

     Mary’s joy was deepened by the wondrous knowledge 

that the Child she bore was also God’s Eternal Son who, 

through her, took on a human nature to be with us and to 

save us.  That presence brought joy to a cold and drafty 

cave where Mary and Joseph took shelter with animals. 

Christ’s presence brings joy to us no matter what our 

circumstances. 

     We marvel not only that God’s Son took on our human 

nature, but that we, through the baptism Jesus instituted, 

also gain a share in God’s divine life. Jesus is God’s Son by 

nature. Through baptism we become God’s children by 

adoption.  And just as God was truly in Mary’s arms in the 

Infant Jesus, so too, though in a different way, God is with 

us in our souls through baptism.  Our God is not distant, 

indifferent or detached from our lives.  He is with us. He is 

Emmanuel. 

     The Christmas Season begins with the birth of Christ 

and ends with the Feast of His baptism.  The Season with 

all its beautiful liturgies, traditions and customs will quickly 

pass. However, for those who have become God’s adopted 

sons and daughters through baptism and who remain in His 

grace, God does not pass from us.  We have His presence, 

strength and peace with us always.  Like Mary and Joseph 

we will face uncertainties, disappointments and unexpected 

trials, but we do not face them alone.  We are aided by a 

strength greater than our own. 

     May the enduring presence of Christ to you and all the 

baptized extend the joy of Christmas and the blessings of 

God throughout the New Year and all of life. 

     With every prayerful best wish, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 

Bishop of Worcester  

 A Christmas Blessing 
O God, whose Son was born in Bethlehem,  

on that wonderous night,  
lead us to that same place,  

where Mary laid her tiny child. 
 As we look on in wonder and praise,  

make us welcome Him and all new life,  
and care for His handiwork;  

the earth, the sky and the sea. 
O God, bless  us again in Your great love.   

We pray for this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://wwmema.org/


GATHERING HYMN                                                                          O Come Divine Messiah 

fourth SUNDAY IN ADVENT                   Cycle A 

PENITENTIAL RITE 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying: Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; let it be deep as the neth-
erworld, or high as the sky! But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!” Then 
Isaiah said: Listen, O house of David! Is it not enough for you to weary people, must you also weary 
my God? Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall name him Emmanuel.  

FIRST READING                         IS 7:10-14 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                                                   Psalm 24 

 

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised previously through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, the gospel about his Son, descended 
from David according to the flesh,  but established as Son of God in power  according to the Spirit of 
holiness through resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we have received 
the grace of apostleship, to bring about the obedience of faith, for the sake of his name, among all the 
Gentiles, among whom are you also, who are called to belong to Jesus Christ; to all the beloved of God 

in Rome, called to be holy. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Jo-
seph, but before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her 
husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her 

quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through 
the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took his wife into his home.  

HOMILY 

SECOND READING                ROMANS 1:1-7 

Advent Litany 

GOSPEL                MT 1:18-24 



NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all things 

visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 

Begotten Son of God, born of the Father 

before all ages. God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 

For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy  Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures.  

LITURGY OF THE Eucharist 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS                                                                 Waiting In Silence 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 
 

The Response is: “Come Lord Jesus Come.” 

 

 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 

Church. I confess one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  



HOLY, HOLY         MASS OF CREATION 
 

  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of hosts. 

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION              MASS OF CREATION 
 

  We proclaim your death, O Lord 
  And profess your Resurrection 

  Until you come again 
 

GREAT AMEN         MASS OF CREATION 
 

OUR FATHER 
 

SIGN OF PEACE 
 

LAMB OF GOD         MASS OF CREATION 

SOLEMN BLESSING 

COMMUNION                                                                       Like A Child Rests 



Christmas Schedule 
 

Saturday, Dec. 21st, 2:30pm-3:30pm - The Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation 
 

Monday, Dec. 23rd, 12:30pm-3:00pm - Decorating the Church 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 24th, 8:00am - No Daily Mass 
 

Tuesday, Dec.24th,  4:00pm - Christmas Eve Mass 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 25th,  8:00am - Christmas Day Mass 

                                       10:00am - Christmas Day Mass 

RECESSIONAL                                                                                             People Look East 


