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Mission Statement:   

"Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, disciples of Jesus Christ in Worcester, MA, reaches out with love  
into the neighborhoods to welcome, serve, support, and engage the community in Jesus.   

In creating a welcoming relationship with Eucharistic and prayerful celebrations,  
we gather to make a difference by coming closer to God and one another." 

MASSES 
Daily Mon - Sat:  8:00 AM 

Saturday 4:30PM, Sunday 7:30 & 9:30AM 
Holy Days 8:00 AM, Noon, 5:30 PM 
PENANCE Saturdays 2:30-3:30 PM 

Dear Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 

     This weekend we come upon Holy Week, the most solemn time 
of our Church‟s year. With the celebration of Passion Sunday, aka 
Palm Sunday, we enter virtually into the holy city of Jerusalem with 

Jesus, our Savior.  Each day of Holy Week is a reliving of the saving 
events of our faith, as well as, the root of all Catholic celebrations. 

     This year is highly unusual, to say the least, in that we will participate in the festivities of 

Holy Week without the comfort of each other side by side around the altar at church.  As 
strange as this may feel to us, we are blessed to live in a time when the gift of technology can 

soften the isolation this Coronavirus pandemic has caused.  In most homes, there is at least 
one TV and in some there is the internet connected to our computers and/or smartphones.  
Many churches around the world have ways of streaming their liturgies via these 

technologies.  Sadly, we don‟t have the necessary technologies to stream our Masses from the 
church.  But what we do have, as many of you are aware, is the interactive video 

conferencing app ZOOM.  To help us celebrate Holy Week as best we can, I would like to list 
the many ways you can participate. 
 

Passion Sunday, aka Palm Sunday, you can watch the liturgy on Charter/Spectrum Cable 

Channel 193 from the Cathedral at 10:00am, and/or join us on ZOOM, which you have 
registered into, at 9:00am for the Blessing of the Palms and Liturgy of the Word.  If this is 

what you plan to do please enter the virtual Our Lady of Lourdes Church at 8:55am.  The 
meeting ID and Password are:   Meeting ID  274 704 701 
       Password  055575 

Blessed palm branches will be available after 10am in the church front vestibule for you to 
come during the day to pick up. 
 

Chrism Mass, aka the Blessing of the Holy Oils for the Anointing of the Sick, Anointing of 
Catechumens, and the Anointing of the Baptized/Confirmed/Ordained, can be watched on 
Channel 193 at 10:30am, Tuesday, April 7th from the Cathedral. 
 

Holy Thursday celebration can be watched on Channel 193 at 7:30pm from the Cathedral on 
April 9th.   
 

Good Friday Liturgy will be broadcast from the Cathedral at 3:00pm on Channel 193 on 
April 10th.  We will have a ZOOM Stations of the Cross at 12:00pm  The information you‟ll 

need to join is: Meeting ID  688 461 760 
   Password  045052 
 

Easter Vigil will be broadcast from the Cathedral at 7:30pm on Channel 193 on April 11th 

April 5, 2020 - Palm Sunday 
Daily Scripture Readings  

can be found on last page 



WEEKLY OFFERING 

Sunday Offertory  3/28-3/29                        $730.00 

Easter Flowers                                                 105.00 

Maintenance                                                       10.00 

Catholic Relief Services                                   30.00 

Thank you for your generous support! 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Holy Week  Did You Know:    To Do: 

April 6  "God saw that the light was good,   -Enjoy lights when you need them but switch  

   and he separated the light from the     off the light when you leave a room empty to  

   darkness." (Genesis 1:4)      save energy and reduce emissions.  

April 7  -Americans discard 30 million tons/yr. -Always use reusable canvas bags which  

   of plastic. Plastic exposure linked to:    reduce impacts by 93-97% compared to  

   birth defects, cancer, and endocrine     plastic or paper. Buy in bulk to reduce  

   disruption        packaging.  

April 8  -Appliances from computers to   -Buy products in the top 25% using the Energy 

   refrigerators vary widely in their power   Star rating. Evaluate existing products' power  

   use. Energy Star label compares each   consumption using Kill-a-Watt or similar  

   product to similar models.     tools.  

April 9  -Scientists say we are on the verge of  -Revitalize your connection to nature. Support  

Holy Thursday the sixth mass extinction, but the first   organizations that work to preserve natural  

   caused by humans      habitats in land and seas.  

April 10  -Locally grown produce is fresher and  -Buy local fruits and vegetables in season at  

Good  Friday  requires less packaging and energy for   the local Farmers' Market. Or better yet, grow  

   shipping and storage.      your own vegetables.  

April 11  -The United States makes up 5% of the  -Make a To-Do list for putting your family on 

   world's population, but we use 30% of  an energy diet. Pick 5 significant changes.  

   the world's resources      Make the plan sustainable.  

Easter Sunday—Easter is a celebration of the Hope of the Resurrection after the despair of the crucifixion. The 

challenges of environmental damage and climate change can seem insurmountable. However there is reason for 

great hope. Mankind has shown an ability to respond collectively for the common good when needed. In the last 

40 years, clean air laws have dramatically reduced airborne pollution including acid rain. Clean water laws have 

allowed 1000’s of rivers and streams become fit for swimming and fishing. Hazardous substances like fluorocar-

bons, asbestos and lead have been removed from our products. Our Hope and Prayer is that we will respond to the 

current threats to our Common Home  

Environmental Stewardship 

Partners in Charity 
SCAM:  Please be aware there is a phone scam 
soliciting for the Bishops Fund (name has not been 
used in years).  Please know that the diocese and 
church does not solicit gifts of support for 
Partners in Charity over the phone; gifts are 
solicited by mail, online, or through the parish.   Sunday Offertory 

With the social distancing restrictions set and the 

uncertainty of what the future holds, we ask you to 

please continue to donate to the Sunday Offertory 

of our church so that we may continue to pay our 

operating expenses.  You can do so by either  

going to our website and making your offertory 

through online giving or dropping off or mailing 

Please be aware that there are people who prey 
on other people in times of stress and anxiety.  
Please be cautious of phone calls and people 

coming to your door.  Do not let anyone in you 
do not know and never give out personal 

information over the phone.   



LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                               ISAIAH 50:4-7 
 

The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the 
weary a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear; 

and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, my 
cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting. 
 

The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing 
that I shall not be put to shame.  

Holy Week         Passion Sunday 

Liturgy of the word              Cycle A 

BLESSING & DISTRIBUTION OF PALMS  

Blessed Palms can be found in the front vestibule of the church 

Begin with the sign of the cross, 

 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
 
Then say, 
 

May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with me  

Almighty ever living God, sanctify these branches with your blessing, that 
we, who follow Christ the King in exaltation, may reach the eternal        
Jerusalem through him.  Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen 

Reflection & Question on Reading 1 
 

This reading from Isaiah comes from a section called, „the songs of the suffering servant.‟ 

Written presumably when the people of Israel found themselves once again as slaves; this 
time in Babylon.  Their hope of rescue would have come with an expectation of power and 

might, vengeance and retribution.  But instead, Isaiah prophesizes a different kind of rescuer.  
This savior would be a suffering servant of God. 
 

  The great heroes of the world in this time of pandemic are the doctors, nurses, EMTs,   
researchers etc.  They are putting their lives in danger for the health and well being of 

those who are sick.  How are their actions inspiring you? 



SECOND READING                            PHILIPIANS 2:6-11 
 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something 
to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human like-

ness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Reflection & Question on Reading 2 
 

St. Paul never wrote a gospel. Instead, he used his writing capabilities to help believers live 
the gospel. It is believed that this excerpt of his letter was taken from an ancient Christian 
hymn the faithful would have sung when they got together in prayer.  It is also believed that 

he added to the hymn the words, “even death on a cross,” and “those in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth”, as well as, the final doxology, “every tongue confess…”  Doing so, he 
emphasized that it is the Cross of Christ where salvation is found. 

 
 How central is the Cross of Christ in your life? 

GOSPEL                                                                          MATTHEW 21:1-11 
 

When Jesus and the disciples drew near Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and       
immediately you will find an ass tethered, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them 
here to me. And if anyone should say anything to you, reply, „The master has need of them.‟ 

Then he will send them at once.” This happened so that what had been spoken through the 
prophet might be fulfilled: 
 

   Say to daughter Zion, 
   “Behold, your king comes to you, 
   meek and riding on an ass, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.” 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had ordered them. They brought the ass and the colt 
and laid their cloaks over them, and he sat upon them. The very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road. 
The crowds preceding him and those following kept crying out and saying: “Hosanna to the 
Son of David; blessed is the he who comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest.” 

And when he entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and asked, “Who is this?” And the 
crowds replied, “This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.”  



   

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting.  

Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED (Stand) 

The manner of Jesus‟ entry into the city threatens those in power. Jerusalem‟s Jewish and 

Roman leaders fear that Jesus has come to violently overthrow the political establishment. 
They thus orchestrate his crucifixion. The long awaited descendant of King David enters    

David‟s city, but the throne he will ascend is the cross. Soon after Jesus was born, magi    
visited Jerusalem in search of the newborn king. Their arrival shook the inhabitants and        
leadership of Jerusalem (2:3). Jerusalem is again shaken when the adult king enters the city 

(21:10). Although the city ultimately rejects its king, people do accept Jesus, including those 
of other nations. The magi‟s arrival foreshadowed the acceptance of Jesus by non-Jews.  
 

 Welcoming Jesus, the people cry out “hosanna,” which means, the Lord saves.  When you 
welcome Jesus into your life, what needs saving in you? 

Reflection & Question on the Gospel 
 

As Jesus approaches Jerusalem he knows that his actions will provoke those in authority to 

crucify him. Crucifixion was Rome‟s way of warning people not to cause trouble. Jesus disre-
gards the danger and enters the Roman-occupied sacred city in a deliberately symbolic way. • 

By riding a donkey Jesus evokes a prophesy in which a Jewish king liberates God‟s people 
and establishes peace (Zephaniah 9:9-10) • The word hosanna means the LORD saves. Palm 
branches were used in Jewish celebrations of nationhood. (See Psalm 118:19-27.) The use of 

both would have antagonized Rome.  



All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your crea-

tures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your 
love, that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and 
sisters, harming no one. O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of 

this earth, so precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world 
and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts 
of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. Teach us to discover 

the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to  recognize that we are 
profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your  infinite light. We thank 

you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and 
peace.  

Lord’s Prayer 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS   Prayer In Time of Pandemic & Prayer For The Earth 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering for our salvation, hear 

the prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of 
trial. Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of your Son:  Be not afraid, for I am with you 
always. Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give us the wisdom to 

do what is right  and the faith to endure this hour, that we might gather once again to praise 
your name in the heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your  
mercy.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen  

Add your personal intentions here. 



Concluding Prayer 

Almighty ever-living God, who as an example of humility for the human 
race to follow caused our Savior to take flesh and submit to the Cross,  
graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of patient suffering and so 
merit a share in his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 HOLY WEEK SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

5 SUN   Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or  

                   27:11-54 
 

 6 MON  Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11 
 

 7 TUE    Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
 

 8 WED   Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 [14c]/Mt 26:14-25 
 

 9 THU  Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 
 

               Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18  

                     [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
 

10 FRI    Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/ 

                     Jn 18:1—19:42 
 

11 SAT  Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7,  

                     12-13, 20-22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/ 

                      Ex 14:15—15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/ 

                      Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/ 

                      Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13,  

                      14-15, 18-19 [12a]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10 


