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Mission Statement:   

"Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, disciples of Jesus Christ in Worcester, MA, reaches out with love  
into the neighborhoods to welcome, serve, support, and engage the community in Jesus.   

In creating a welcoming relationship with Eucharistic and prayerful celebrations,  
we gather to make a difference by coming closer to God and one another." 

MASSES 
Daily:  Mon - Fri :  8:00 AM 

Saturday 4:30PM LIVE,  
Sunday 10AM LIVE and ZOOM 

PENANCE Saturdays 2:30-3:30 PM 

February 26, 2023 
1st Sunday of Lent 

Mass Intentions & Calendar 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

26 SUN  Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 (see 3a)/ 

                     Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11 

27 MON Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 25:31-46 

28 TUE  Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/Mt 6:7-15 

 1 WED Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-32  

 2 THU  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/ 

                     Mt 7:7-12  

 3 FRI   Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 507a, 7bc-8/Mt 5:20-26 

 4 SAT  Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43-48  

Daily Rosary-Praying of the Rosary will continue 

after the 8am daily mass in the church on Monday 

through Friday and also Sundays after the 10am 

mass, both Live and Via Zoom.  If you need the 

Zoom information, please contact the rectory.   

Sat, Feb 125     

4:30 pm  Alice M. Howard anniversary remembrance req by 

                       the family 

Sun, Feb 26  1st Sunday of Lent 

10:00 am LIVE/Zoom   

Mon, Feb 27 

8:00 am   

Tue, Feb 28 

8:00 am   

Wed, Mar 1 

8:00 am   

Thu, Mar 2  

8:00 am 

9:30-11:00 am Knitting Group in church hall 

11:30 am Senior Luncheon in church hall   

Fri, Mar 3  

8:00 am   

Sat, Mar 4  

4:30 pm  George O’Toole 2nd anniv. req by Cindy 

Sun, Mar 5   2nd Sunday of Lent 

10:00 am LIVE/Zoom  Maria Pauline Sherblom Month’s Mind  

                       req by Cindy and Art 

“It is written: „The Lord, your God, shall you 
worship and him alone shall you serve.‟”  

Matthew 4:10 

Tempted between the riches and power of this 
world and service to God, Jesus chose service to 
His Father. If we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, 

too, must decide to turn away from worldly 
power and riches and put God at the center of 

our lives. Lent is our time to prune ourselves of 
earthly things, and develop and nurture heavenly 

things. Lent is time to repent and let go of the 
other “gods” we have put before God. 



STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 

WEEKLY OFFERING 

Sunday Offertory   2/18-2/19                             $2,025.00                    
Online Giving                                                            365.00                                                                          
Ash Wednesday-Priests Retirement                        10.00 
Catholic Free Press Subscriptions                          192.00 
Catholic Home Missions                                            15.00 
Catholic Univ. of  America                                        15.00 
Candles                                                                         83.00 
Fuel and Heating                                                      400.00 
Solemnity of Mary                                                      25.00 
Maintenance                                                                89.00 
Mass Offerings                                                            65.00 
Snow Removal                                                            50.00 
Stipends Rec’d-Funeral                                            300.00 
     Thank you for your continued, generous support. 

We appreciate your support of the church. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Rest in Peace 
We, the parish community of Our Lady of Lourdes, 

extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends  
of  William M. Keane  

who passed on January 27th 
Please keep his family and friends in your prayers 

 as they grieve the loss of their loved one. 

Prayer Shawls  We have many blessed prayer 
shawls. If you need one or know someone that 
needs one, please call the rectory.   

Confirmation Cafe  
is back after the 10 am Mass in the 
church hall. All are welcome!! 

Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men's Conf: 
Tickets are now on sale for the 22nd Annual Worcester 

Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference taking place 

on Saturday March 25, beginning at 8:00 am at 

Assumption Univ., 500 Salisbury St. Worcester. 

Visit https://catholicmenworc.com for speakers and 

more information. Adult tickets are $50 / Student 

tickets are $30.  After March 13 or at the door, Adult 

tickets will be $65. (Buy early and save 25%!) Student 

tickets are always $30. Lunch is included with all 

tickets. 

Are there any men interested in going to the Men’s 
Conference on March 25th? 
If so, our Knights of Columbus would like to cover 
the cost for up to 5 men.  Please contact Nick Mar-
rier, the Grand Knight, at 774-230-1414 or  
nmarrier@gmail.com. 

St. Joseph’s Breakfast  

Our Knights of Columbus will be  

sponsoring our St. Joseph’s breakfast on Sunday,  

March 19 after mass in the church hall. We will be  

serving scrambled eggs, pancakes, French toast and 

breakfast sausage.  Tickets are $10pp and can be  

purchased after the masses each weekend   

We are asking for Raffle baskets and pastry donations. 

Return of the Senior Luncheon 

We start up our monthly Senior Luncheons on 

Thursday, March 2 at 11:30 in the church hall.  We 

will be serving Italian club sandwiches, macaroni 

salad, cookies and drinks.  Our entertainment will be a 

special combo during the meal and the entire band will 

play for an hour after.  Please sign-up on bulletin 

board at the front entrance of the church. Cost is $5pp 

to pay at the door.  All are welcome! 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 

     The Spirit leads Jesus into the desert to be tempted 

by the devil, and we hear this: “He fasted for forty 

days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 

hungry.” Seems like a questionable battle preparation 

plan. When I fast, I usually feel grouchy at best, and at 

worst, like I might pass out from longing for a 

hamburger. Isn’t it better to be well-fed and fully 

hydrated, especially to face spiritual struggles? Why 

fast? 

     This might help. The origin of the word “fast” 

means to “hold firmly.” We still use it that way when 

we say, “I held fast to my original decision.” We 

human beings are a bundle of desires which vie for our 

attention: food, drink, comfort, safety, sex, laughter, 

beauty, and so on. If we can’t manage to have firm grip 

on them, in short order they’ll have a firm grip on us. 

By fasting from our lower desires, we learn to firmly 

grip on to what is greater. Fasting leads to us to a 

firmer hold on our body and mind.  

     Jesus fasts for us. He’s showing us that his grace can 

help us regain this firm hold of our lives, which makes 

it more difficult for the devil to tempt us. But take it 

one more step. Fasting also teaches us to finally hold 

fast to Jesus, the Word of God in flesh. “Man does not 

live by bread alone,” he says, “But by every word 

that comes forth from the mouth of God.” Jesus’ 

fasting reveals his fast hold to the Father in everything. 

May our fasting help us to grasp ourselves more firmly, 

and then to hold fast to Jesus alone. 
                                                      ~Father John Muir ©LPi 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjTsOgzAQBU-DS7S7_hcu0nAPWNsBxeAIHEW5fYz0qtFoXgporDbOgyIRg0VJVoktEJAEAoMSQbqRCCygVmgMRumXQUEulV9HbWnkuos1IC1mSZyjJjQ5AmVmBqcc-4QUtShhbe19DfIx0NTHc1tr2XhPx7eefGc6FWcoc_zVnv-cMV1IHvrbc5-3cit_d-Y0Dg


GATHERING HYMN                                             Beyond the Days 

PENITENTIAL RITE                                                                CONFITEOR 

First Sunday of Lent       Cycle A 

I confess to almighty God 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to do, 
    through my fault, 

    through my fault, 
    through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary 

ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING           GENESIS 2:7-9, 3:1-7 
 

The LORD God formed man out of the clay of the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and so man became a living being. 
 

Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and placed there the man whom he had 
formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made various trees grow that were delightful to look at and 
good for food, with the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. 
 

Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the animals that the LORD God had made. The serpent 
asked the woman, "Did God really tell you not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?" The woman 
answered the serpent: "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only about the fruit of 
the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, 'You shall not eat it or even touch it, lest you die.'" 
But the serpent said to the woman: "You certainly will not die! No, God knows well that the moment 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who know what is good and what is 

evil." The woman saw that the tree was good for food, pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining 
wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate it.  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  

SECOND READING                    ROMANS 5:12-19 
 

Brothers and sisters: Through one man sin entered the world, and through sin, death, and thus death 
came to all men, inasmuch as all sinned—for up to the time of the law, sin was in the world, though 
sin is not accounted when there is no law. But death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those 
who did not sin after the pattern of the trespass of Adam, who is the type of the one who was to come. 
But the gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one, the many died, how 
much more did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ overflow for the 

many. And the gift is not like the result of the one who sinned. For after one sin there was the judg-
ment that brought condemnation; but the gift, after many transgressions, brought acquittal. For if, by 
the transgression of the one, death came to reign through that one, how much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of justification come to reign in life through the one Je-
sus Christ. In conclusion, just as through one transgression condemnation came upon all, so, 
through one righteous act, acquittal and life came to all. For just as through the disobedience of the 

one man the many were made sinners, so, through the obedience of the one, the many will be made 

righteous.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                PSALM 51 



GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 
 

The Response is:             “Lord have mercy.”  

GOSPEL            MATTHEW 4:1-11 
 

At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was hungry. The tempter approached and said to him, "If 
you are the Son of God, command that these stones become loaves of bread." He said in reply, 
"It is written: One does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of 
God." 
 

Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made him stand on the parapet of the temple, and said to 
him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: He will command his angels 
concerning you and with their hands they will support you, lest you dash your foot against a stone." 
Jesus answered him, "Again it is written, You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the test." Then the 
devil took him up to a very high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in their 
magnificence, and he said to him, "All these I shall give to you, if you will prostrate yourself and wor-
ship me." At this, Jesus said to him, "Get away, Satan! It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you 
worship and him alone shall you serve." 
 

Then the devil left him and, behold, angels came and ministered to him.  

HOMILY 

   

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting.  

Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED (Stand) 



LITURGY OF THE Eucharist 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS                                               Hosea  

HOLY, HOLY      MASS OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of hosts. 

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION   MASS OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

  Save us, Savior of the World, 

          By your Cross & Resurrection 
          You have set us free. 
 

GREAT AMEN      MASS OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

OUR FATHER 
 

SIGN OF PEACE 
 

LAMB OF GOD      MASS OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 



All Music reprinted with permission under  ONE LICENSE #735265-A.   All rights reserved. 

COMMUNION                                              Sacred Silence 

RECESSIONAL                Again We Keep This Solemn Fast  
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 FAZIO FUNERAL HOME
 508-753-6977
 Helping Families Since 1925

Funeral Director • Louis M. Fazio, III
“Serving One Family at a Time”

INDUSTRIAL
ENERGY SERVICES

COMPLETE BOILER
ROOM SERVICE

560 LINCOLN ST., WORCESTER

(508) 852-5051

 Caring for families for 
over one hundred years.

 Dirsa-Morin Henry Dirsa
 Funeral Home Funeral Service
 298 Grafton Street 33 Ward Street
 Worcester, MA 01604 Worcester, MA 01604
 508-753-4211 508-756-8346

Worcester Funeral, Inc
www.WorcesterFuneral.com

“Committed to Caring for Over 50 Years”

Tel: 508-754-0486
Toll Free: 800-854-0486
Fax: 508-798-0394

370 Plantation Street
Worcester, MA 01605

www.mercadantefuneral.com

Kevin L. Mercadante 
Michelle Mercadante-Elworthy

Stephen F. Gemelli
Louis P. Mercadante 1925-2003

71 Pleasant Street
Worcester, MA 01609
(508) 752-4000

Bishop
 Funeral Home

www.bishopfh.com

PC
Screen and  

Window Repairs
508-335-8118

Ray’s True Value Hardware
22 Howe Avenue, Millbury

Stuart & Matthew Mulhane
508.865.2560 • www.mulhane.com

45 N. Main Street, Millbury

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Bill Ames

bames@4LPi.com  
(800) 477-4574 x6424

JOHN W. RILEY
Realtor
508-981-3069
John.Riley@cbrealty.com
318 Main Rt 20
Northborough, MA 01532
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