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Mission Statement:   

"Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, disciples of Jesus Christ in Worcester, MA, reaches out with love  
into the neighborhoods to welcome, serve, support, and engage the community in Jesus.   

In creating a welcoming relationship with Eucharistic and prayerful celebrations,  
we gather to make a difference by coming closer to God and one another." 

MASSES 
Daily:  Mon - Fri :  8:00 AM 

Saturday 4:30PM LIVE,  
Sunday 10AM LIVE and ZOOM 

PENANCE Saturdays 2:30-3:30 PM 

March 19, 2023 
4th Sunday of Lent 

Mass Intentions & Calendar 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
19 SUN  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (1)/ 
               Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  
20 MON 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/ 
               Rom 4:13,16-18, 22/Mt 1:16,18-21,24a or Lk 2:41-51a  
21 TUE  Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 
22 WED Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/Jn 5:17-30 
23 THU  Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 5:31-47 
24 FRI   Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23/ 
              Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
25 SAT Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a,8b-9, 10, 11/Heb 10:4-10/ 
              Lk 1:26-38 

CHANGE:  During Lent praying of the Rosary will 

be after the 8am daily mass in the church from 

Monday through Thursday and Fridays will be 

Stations of the Cross.   Praying of the Rosary will 

continue on  Sundays after the 10am mass, both 

Live and Via Zoom.  If you need the Zoom 

information, please contact the rectory.   

Sat, Mar 18 
4:30 pm  Feola Family, Antoinetta Rossetti, Rosalba Puca  
                    remembrance req by the D’Andrea family 
               Edmond Kelly remembrance req by the family 
Sun, Mar 19 4th Sunday of Lent 
10:00 am LIVE/Zoom  Daniel Glodas 6th anniv remembrance                          
                    req by his brother Algis 
11:00 am St.Joseph’s Breakfast after Mass in the hall 
Mon, Mar 20 8:00 am  
Tue,  Mar 21 8:00 am 
Wed, Mar 22 8:00 am 
Thur, Mar 23 8:00 am 
Fri, Mar 24  Stations of the Cross after mass  
8:00 am   
Sat, Mar 25 The Annunciation of the Lord 
4:30 pm  Mary T. Bartkiewicz 2 yr anniv remembrance req by  
                    the family 
              Matthew Bonczyk 10th anniv remembrance req by the 
                    family 
              Fr. Bob Kelley 4th anniv remembrance req by Cindy 
Sun, Mar 26  5th Sunday of Lent 
10:00 am LIVE/Zoom   
                Beth Wall 1 yr anniv req by Mary Jo Castrale 
                Susan Dussault req by the family  

“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees 
the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.”  

(1 Samuel 16:7)  
How often do we invest our time, talent and 

treasure in creating an appearance that does not 
matter at all to God? We strive to impress with our 
clothing, home, career, possessions, car and other 
marks of distinction. But none of these illusions of 
greatness will impress God. Instead, He will look 
into our hearts to see how much we loved Him, 
how much we loved others and how we showed 
that love by the way we used our time, talent and 

treasure here on earth.  



STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 

WEEKLY OFFERING 

Sunday Offertory   3/11-3/12                             $2,133.00 
Online Giving                                                            445.00     
Ash Wednesday-Priest Retirement                          40.00 
Church in Latin America                                           85.00 
Candles                                                                         84.45 
Easter Flowers                                                             95.00 
Fuel & Heating                                                          440.00 
Maintenance                                                                70.00 
Mass Offerings                                                            60.00 
    Thank you for your continued, generous support. 

We appreciate your support of the church. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Prayer Shawls  We have many blessed prayer 
shawls. If you need one or know someone that 
needs one, please call the rectory.   

Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men's Conf: 
The 22nd Annual Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men’s 

Conference takes place next Saturday March 25, 

beginning at 8:00 am at Assumption Univ., 500 

Salisbury St. Worcester. Join hundreds of brothers and 

don't miss the chance to pray, reflect on our faith, and 

be inspired by Bear Woznick, Jeff Joaquin, Msgr. Jim 

Moroney, Adam Minihan, David Niles, Fr. Chris Alar 

and Bishop McManus! . Adult tickets are $65 / Student 

tickets are $30 and can also e purchased at the door. 

Lunch is included with all tickets. 

St. Joseph’s Breakfast - Don’t forget 

our breakfast down in the church hall 

after the 10 am mass this Sunday 

Lectors and Altar Servers Needed 
We are looking for more Lectors and Altar Servers 
for both Saturday and Sunday masses.  If you are 
interested, there are forms on the table at the front 
entrance. 
Note:  If you are scheduled and are unable to 
make it due to illness, vacation, etc, please let the 
ministry leader know so they can find a  
replacement. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

The 6 Characteristics of an Everyday Stewardship 

for Lent –  #3 Gracious 

     Vacations can be great times for refueling the body 

and renewing bonds within a family and between 

friends. No matter how good the vacation was, it is 

almost always good to get home when it is over. 

Sleeping in our own bed, taking a shower in our own 

bathroom, and resting on our own couch are some of 

the aspects of home we can miss while on the road. 

That’s why encountering truly gracious and hospitable 

people while we are away is so important. These people 

are not family, but they sure can provide for us a 

glimpse of home. They can be waiters at a restaurant, 

desk hosts at a hotel, or even Uber drivers. They enrich 

our lives if for only a moment, yet that moment can 

make all the difference. 

     When disciples of Jesus Christ act in a gracious 

manner to all those they meet, they provide a glimpse 

of home. This home is not in a house in a particular 

location, but it is a home prepared for all of us for 

eternity. No matter how comfortable we may be in our 

earthly homes, it truly pales in comparison to eternity 

with God. In that heavenly home, there is no darkness, 

only light. There are no tears, only joy. There is no 

hate, only love.  

     We are ambassadors for heaven by how we offer 

ourselves to others. Our stewardship of hospitality 

allows others to see a glimpse of what God promises to 

us. Unless we truly step up and act in a gracious 

manner, will those we encounter ever know the Truth? 

I hate it when I am on the road and fail to meet people 

full of joy and welcome. At least I can look forward to 

coming home. What do those along the way look 

forward to in the next life that you can’t show them a 

glimpse of in this one?                   ~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

A great big THANK YOU to 
our Knights of Columbus Pope 
John XXIII #5481 Council for 
our new church signs.  We 
now have new signage on both 

Grafton Street and Blithewood Ave thanks to 
our Knights of Columbus and to Affordable 
Signs.  Check out the signs and feel free to 
thank our Knights of Columbus men for all 
they do for our church!!  What a great organi-
zation.  If you would like to look into becoming 
a member, see any one of our Knights or reach 
out to Grand Knight, Nicholas Marrier 774-230-
1414 or nmarrier@gmail.com. 

Next weekend is the collection for Catholic Relief  

Services.  Through your generosity, you can help ease 

the burdens of our brothers and sisters in some of the 

most marginalized communities in the world.  



PENITENTIAL RITE                                                                CONFITEOR 

fourth SUNDAY OF LENT      Cycle A 

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned. 

In my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to do, 

    through my fault, 
    through my fault, 
    through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

GATHERING HYMN                               I Heard the Voice of Jesus  

FIRST READING      1 SAMUEL 16:1B, 6-7, 10-13A 
 

The LORD said to Samuel: "Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem,  for I have chosen my king from among his sons." 
 

As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's 
anointed is here before him." But the LORD said to Samuel: "Do not judge from his appearance or 
from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him. Not as man sees does God see, because man sees 
the appearance but the LORD looks into the heart." In the same way Jesse presented seven sons be-
fore Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any one of these." Then Samuel 
asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" Jesse replied, "There is still the youngest, who is   



RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     SHEPHERD ME, O GOD 

SECOND READING                              EPHESIANS 5:8-14 
 

Brothers and sisters: You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of 
light, for light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth. Try to learn what is 

pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them, for it is 
shameful even to mention the things done by them in secret; but everything exposed by the light     
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says: "Awake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light."  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL        JOHN 9: 1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
 

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither he nor his parents sinned;  
it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. We have to do the works of the one 
who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world." When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, 
and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, "Go wash in the Pool of Siloam" —which means 
Sent—.So he went and washed, and came back able to see. 
  

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said,  "Isn't this the one who used to 
sit and beg?" Some said, "It is, " but others said, "No, he just looks like him." He said, "I am." So they 
said to him, "How were your eyes opened?" He replied, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed 
my eyes and told me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' So I went there and washed and was able to see." And 
they said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I don't know." 
 

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a 

sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. He said to them, "He put clay on my 

eyes, and I washed, and now I can see." So some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, because he 
does not keep the sabbath." But others said, "How can a sinful man do such signs?" And there was a division 

among them. So they said to the blind man again,  "What do you have to say about him, since he opened your 

eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." 
 

Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight until they summoned the parents of 

the one who had gained his sight. They asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How does 

he now see?" His parents answered and said, "We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. We do 
not know how he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for him-

self." His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone 

acknowledged him as the Christ, he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this reason his parents said,  

"He is of age; question him." 
 

So a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, "Give God the praise! We know that 

this man is a sinner." He replied, "If he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and 

tending the sheep." Samuel said to Jesse, "Send for him; we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until 
he arrives here." Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. He was ruddy, a youth      
handsome to behold  and making a splendid appearance. The LORD said, "There—anoint him, for this 
is the one!" Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in the presence of his       
brothers; and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David.  



HOMILY 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  

he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  

Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED (Stand) 

now I see." So they said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I told 

you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, 

too?" They ridiculed him and said, "You are that man's disciple; we are disciples of Moses! We know that God 
spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this one is from." The man answered and said to them, "This is what 

is so amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen 

to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the 

eyes of a   person born blind. If this man were not from God, he would not be able to do anything." They         

answered and said to him, "You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?" Then they threw him 

out. 
 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 

He answered and said, "Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, the 

one speaking with you is he." He said, "I do believe, Lord," and he worshiped him. Then Jesus said, "I came into 

this world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those who do see might become blind." 
 

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not also blind, are we?"  

Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, 'We see,' so your sin  

remains.  

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS          The Response is:     “Lord have mercy.”  

DIOCESAN PRAYER FOR EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL 

Lord Jesus Christ, who by your gift of your Body and Blood, are really present in 

our lives, hear the prayers of the Church of Worcester.  Give us the faith of your 

Church, confident in your presence in our Masses, our tabernacles and our lives. 

Give us the faith to offer our lives to you, joined with the perfect sacrifice, which 

you offered on the altar of the Cross. Good and loving Shepherd, teach us how to 

lead your children home, that we might long together to glorify your name at the 

Supper of the Lord.  For you are Lord forever and ever.  Amen. 



LITURGY OF THE Eucharist 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS                                          Isaiah 49  

HOLY, HOLY      MASS OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of hosts. 

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION   MASS OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

  Save us, Savior of the World, 

          By your Cross & Resurrection 
          You have set us free. 
 

GREAT AMEN      MASS OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

OUR FATHER 
 

SIGN OF PEACE 
 

LAMB OF GOD      MASS OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 



All Music reprinted with permission under  ONE LICENSE #735265-A.   All rights reserved. 

COMMUNION                                              Irish Blessing 

RECESSIONAL                                        Be Thou My Vision  
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 FAZIO FUNERAL HOME
 508-753-6977
 Helping Families Since 1925

Funeral Director • Louis M. Fazio, III
“Serving One Family at a Time”

INDUSTRIAL
ENERGY SERVICES

COMPLETE BOILER
ROOM SERVICE

560 LINCOLN ST., WORCESTER

(508) 852-5051

 Caring for families for 
over one hundred years.

 Dirsa-Morin Henry Dirsa
 Funeral Home Funeral Service
 298 Grafton Street 33 Ward Street
 Worcester, MA 01604 Worcester, MA 01604
 508-753-4211 508-756-8346

Worcester Funeral, Inc
www.WorcesterFuneral.com

“Committed to Caring for Over 50 Years”
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Worcester, MA 01605
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