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Mission Statement:   

"Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, disciples of Jesus Christ in Worcester, MA, reaches out with love  
into the neighborhoods to welcome, serve, support, and engage the community in Jesus.   

In creating a welcoming relationship with Eucharistic and prayerful celebrations,  
we gather to make a difference by coming closer to God and one another." 

MASSES 
Daily:  Mon - Fri :  8:00 AM 

Saturday 4:30PM LIVE,  
Sunday 10AM LIVE and ZOOM 

PENANCE Saturdays 2:30-3:30 PM 

Mass Intentions & Calendar 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
17 SUN  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 (Is 61:10b)/ 
       1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
18 MON Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 
19 TUE  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  
20 WED  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 
21 THU  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/ 
                   Lk 1:39-45  
22 FRI   1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 
23 SAT  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9,10 and 14/ 
                   Lk 1:57-66 

Daily Rosary-Praying of the Rosary will continue 

after the 8am daily mass in the church on Monday 

through Friday and at 9:15am before the 10am  

Sunday Mass both Live and via Zoom. If you need 

the Zoom information, please contact the rectory.   

Sat, Dec 16 

4:30 pm  Dorius Brodeur & Lorraine Kosiba req by the family 

Sun, Dec 17  3rd Sunday of Advent 

10:00 am LIVE/Zoom  Deceased Members of Pope John 

                          XXIII Council:   

                Philip Brunelle and Anthony Coffone 

11:00 am Advent Breakfast in church hall after mass 

Mon, Dec 18 

8:00 am  Sandra Packard birthday remembrance req by  

                          brother and sister-in-law 

Tue, Dec 19   

8:00 am   

Wed, Dec 20 

8:00 am 

Thu, Dec 21 

8:00 am  

Fri, Dec 22  

8:00 am  Mary Ellen Dooher req by Carol Roe Bergeron 

Sat, Dec 23 

4:30 pm  George and Emily Yankus req by Cindy and Art 

               Janet Kunigonis 2yr anniv req by the family 

Sun, Dec 24  4th Sunday of Advent / Christmas Eve 

10:00 am LIVE/Zoom   

4:30 pm Christmas Eve Mass 

December 17, 2023 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.  Give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of 

God for you in Christ Jesus.”  
~1 thessalonians 5:16 - 18 

This scripture reading sums up Stewardship.  
“Rejoice always” means place your trust in God; 

He will provide all that you need.  “Pray 
constantly” means prayer should be a running 
conversation with God throughout the whole 

day, every day.  “Give thanks in all 
circumstances” means even in bad situations, 
thank God.  Suffering a little bit helps build 
empathy for others in similar situations and 

shows our dependence on God. 



STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 

WEEKLY OFFERING 

Due to the holiday coming up,  
all the bulletin deadlines have been moved up.   

The offertory for weekend of 12/9-12/10  
will be in the 12/24/23 bulletin. 

   Thank you for your continued, generous support. 
We appreciate your support of the church. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

 

Advent Breakfast...This weekend is 
our last church event of the year….we 
will be having our Advent breakfast 
on Sunday, after mass. We are looking 
for raffle basket donations to raffle off 
and pastry donations as well. 
Let’s make this a big last event of the year!!! 

Invite someone to Mass  
this Christmas Season! 

So many messages during the Christmas 
Season are about coming home,  
being with family and friends.  

Consider inviting someone with you and 
your family to Mass this Christmas and 

experience the joys of the Christmas 
Season. It could be the greatest gift you 

give this year! 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

The third week of Advent, also known as 
“Gaudete Sunday,” means we have passed the 
half-way point and Christmas is drawing near. 
The word gaudete means “rejoice,” and at this 
point in our Advent journey our hearts should be 
filled with joy as we ponder the magnitude of 
Christ’s birth. We mark this joyful time by lighting 
the one and only pink candle on the wreath. This 
candle is called the “Shepard's Candle,” and is 
pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. 
Throughout Advent, priests wear purple 
vestments, except on Gaudete Sunday, when they 
wear pink vestments during the mass.  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 

GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

A Constant Companion 

    As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. 

This is not just during seasons like Advent, but all 

year long. When we talk about being prayerful 

everyday stewards, we are speaking about 

cultivating an awareness of God being with us at 

all times. Each day we begin by offering God the 

entirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and 

hope that the hours that passed gave Him glory. 

     During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to 

cultivate this life of prayer, but without it we can 

too easily lose sight of the reason for the season. It 

is during this time of year we need to heed the 

words of St. Paul more than ever when he wrote to 

the Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray without 

ceasing.” This is how we will be able to avoid the 

pitfalls of consumerism and secularism and keep 

our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

     Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas 

party. Take him with you shopping for gifts in the 

department store. Be aware of him when you sit 

down to watch television specials you have seen 

every year of your life. Give him all your time and 

let his presence fill your every moment. By striving 

to be connecting with Jesus at all times, you will 

bear greater fruit and the joy you experience will 

be much greater than you could imagine. You 

might even spend a few less dollars and spend 

more time with those you love, particularly the one 

who loves you the most, the Incarnation himself.  
                                          ~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 

Christmas Masses 
Sunday, Christmas Eve at 4:30 pm 
Monday, Christmas Day at 8:00 am 

and 10 am. 
 
On Sunday, December 24th, we will 
still have our Sunday morning mass at 
10:00am to celebrate the 4th Sunday of 
Advent and light the last candle. 

December Newsletter 
The December newsletter was emailed and mailed 
on Friday, December 1st to those on our list.  If 
you did not receive and would like to, please call 
or email us to let us know.  Thanks. 



THIRD Sunday of Advent                       Cycle B 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

GATHERING HYMN                            Comfort, Comfort, O My People 

FIRST READING                  ISAIAH 61:1-2A, 10-11 
 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 
glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to 
the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God. 
 

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of 
salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, like a 
bride bedecked with her jewels. As the earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth 
spring up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up before all the nations.  



HOMILY 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  LUKE 1: BENEDICTUS 

SECOND READING                       1 THESALONIANS 5:16-24 
 

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this 
is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophetic           
utterances. Test everything; retain what is good. Refrain from every kind of evil. 
 

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be        
preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he 
will also accomplish it.  

GOSPEL                 JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. 
 

And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to 
ask him, "Who are you?" He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, "I am not the Christ." So they 
asked him, "What are you then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" He 
answered, "No." So they said to him, "Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us? 
What do you have to say for yourself?" He said: "I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 'make 
straight the way of the Lord,'" as Isaiah the prophet said." Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked 
him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?" John answered 
them, "I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is 
coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie." This happened in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



Lord Jesus Christ, who by your gift of your Body and Blood, are really present in 

our lives, hear the prayers of the Church of Worcester.  Give us the faith of your 

Church, confident in your presence in our Masses, our tabernacles and our lives. 

Give us the faith to offer our lives to you, joined with the perfect sacrifice, which 

you offered on the altar of the Cross. Good and loving Shepherd, teach us how to 

lead your children home, that we might long together to glorify your name at the 

Supper of the Lord.  For you are Lord forever and ever.  Amen. 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS        
 

                                    Please respond:        “Come Lord Jesus Come.” 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all things   

visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 

Begotten Son of God, born of the Father be-

fore all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

consubstantial with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
 

For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy  Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and be-
came man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day in             

 

 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 

Church. I confess one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  



LITURGY OF THE Eucharist 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS            Savior Of The Nations, Come 

HOLY, HOLY                       MASS OF RENEWAL 
 

  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of hosts. 

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION                     MASS OF RENEWAL 
 

  We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 

  and profess your Resurrection 
  until you come again 
 

GREAT AMEN                        MASS OF RENEWAL 
 

OUR FATHER 
 

SIGN OF PEACE 
 

LAMB OF GOD                        MASS OF RENEWAL 



All Music reprinted with permission under  ONE LICENSE #735265-A.   All rights reserved. 

COMMUNION                                         Christ The Lord          

RECESSIONAL                               Lift Up Your Heads,  Ye Mighty Gates 
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www.faziofuneralhome.com

	 FAZIO FUNERAL HOME
	 508-753-6977
	 Helping Families Since 1925

Funeral Director • Louis M. Fazio, III
“Serving One Family at a Time”

INDUSTRIAL
ENERGY SERVICES

COMPLETE BOILER
ROOM SERVICE

560 LINCOLN ST., WORCESTER

(508) 852-5051

	 Caring for families for 
over one hundred years.

	 Dirsa-Morin	 Henry Dirsa
	 Funeral Home	 Funeral Service
	 298 Grafton Street	 33 Ward Street
	 Worcester, MA 01604	 Worcester, MA 01604
	 508-753-4211	 508-756-8346

Worcester Funeral, Inc
www.WorcesterFuneral.com

“Committed to Caring for Over 50 Years”

Tel: 508-754-0486
Toll Free: 800-854-0486
Fax: 508-798-0394

370 Plantation Street
Worcester, MA 01605

www.mercadantefuneral.com

Kevin L. Mercadante	
Michelle Mercadante-Elworthy

Stephen F. Gemelli
Louis P. Mercadante 1925-2003

Stuart & Matthew Mulhane
508.865.2560 • www.mulhane.com

45 N. Main Street, Millbury

JOHN W. RILEY
Realtor
508-981-3069
John.Riley@cbrealty.com
318 Main Rt 20
Northborough, MA 01532

Owned by a subsidiary of Realology Brokerage Group LLC

WORCESTER 
TRUCK CO.
JIM WILLIAMS, President

MOVERS OF HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT

508-756-1531 • 1-800-845-7328
21 ESKOW ROAD, WORCESTER MA 01604

Philip P. Massad Movers
3 Generations over 60 years experience

Family Owned and Operated

100 Grand Street Worcester MA 
508-752-0100

www.massadmovers.com

Do Good. Feel Good. Help someone in your community today
Volunteer with the blind in Worcester county

www.mabvi.org or email us at volunteer@mabvi.org

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE SERVING 
WORCESTER AND SURROUNDING TOWNS

508-865-9285 • 508-769-9913 (Cell)
508-912-8573

SUTTON  
PAVING

ASPHALT PAVING SERVICES BY 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Bill Ames

bames@4LPi.com  
(800) 477-4574 x6424


