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Mission Statement:
"Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, disciples of Jesus Christ in Worcester, MA, reaches out with love
into the neighborhoods to welcome, serve, support, and engage the community in Jesus.
In creating a welcoming relationship with Eucharistic and prayerful celebrations,
we gather to make a difference by coming closer to God and one another."

Pecgmber 15, 2024 Mass Intentions & Calendar

Third Sunday of ddvent

54:30 pm
1 Sun, Dec 15 3rd Sunday of Advent

i 10:00 am Deceased Members of Pope John XXIIl Council
Carmine D’Angelo, Joseph Dyer, Donald Gervais,
Richard Cosenza, Ralph D’Elia & James Docimo, Sr.

Also known as the Shepherds’ : 11:00 am Advent Breakfast in Church Hall after mass

Candle, this third candle of - ' Mon, Dec 16 ]
Advent signifies the joy of 2 Y i 8:00 am )
our coming Savior. ! Tue, Dec 17 |
And Mary said: “My soul proclaims ‘ i 8:00 am i
the greatness of the Lord; my spirit_m Y\ 'Wed. Dec 18 :
joices in God ior.” (. 4 : ’ . : :
rejo'cesﬂkei meJy e +8:00 am Jack Whiterell for “good health” from a friend ]

i Thu, Dec 19
iBﬂOam
16:00 pm Finance Meeting in sacristy

'Fri, Dec 20
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by i 8.I'(I)0 al:::
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make i Slat Dec 21

your req(glilsgfmlf&g‘évf 6)t G 14:30 pm Janet Kunigonis 3yr anniv req by the family

St. Paul reminds us that God is an abundant God - Sun, Dec 22 4th Sunday of Advent _ _
He is the ultimate giver of gifts. He promises to 10:00 am Barbara McGuane 2yr anniv req by the family
give us all that we need. Remember, that weare +t----co---ooooooooooooooooooooo oo

created in God’s image and likeness. We, too, are | SCRIPTURE READINGS

made to be generous with all of our gifts as well. |15 SUN Zep 3:14-18a/ls 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18
Placing our trust in God frees us 16 MON Nm 24:2-7,15-17alPs 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/
from being a slave to possessions. Mt 21:23-27

It allows us to gratefully and generously
17 TUE Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17
Daily Rosary-Praying of the Rosary will continue 18 WED Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25
after the 8am daily mass in the church on Monday 19 THU Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25

through Friday and at 9:15am before the 10am 20 FRI Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38
Sunday Mass. If you would still like o participate |21 SAT Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/
via Zoom, please let us know. Lk 1:39-45




STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT

Advent Breakfast

Our big Advent Breakfast is this Sunday, December
15th after the 10am mass downstairs in the church
hall. Don’t forget to bring your ticket. Our Knights
of Columbus is sponsoring this event and will also
be having their 50/50 raffle. We will also have our
usual basket raffles.

Come and enjoy our last event of the year and share
the joy of Advent with your fellow parishioners.

Knights of Columbus

Pope John XXIII Council #5481 has an on-going
can/bottle collection program. Bring your cans to
our Advent Breakfast on Dec 15th. Proceeds
from this collection funds the Visitation House. If
you cannot attend our Advent Breakfast and wish
to donate any redeemable cans/bottles or metal,
please contact Grand Knight, Nick Marrier at 774-
230-1414 or via e-mail at nmarrier@gmail.com.

Winter Coat Drive

Our Lady of Lourdes is collecting gently used coats,
hats, gloves and scarves for children and adults. If
you have any, please leave them on the stage in the
church hall. They will be donated to Catholic
Charities on December 20th.

Snow Day Policy Reminder
The policy for the daily morning mass being cancelled is that
if Worcester Public Schools is closed or delayed,
there will be NO morning mass.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

REST IN PEACE

We, the parish community of Our Lady of Lourdes,

extend our deepest sympathy

to the family and friends of

Paula Stuart
who died on November 30, 2024
Please keep her family and friends in your prayers
as they grieve the loss of their loved one.

Visitation House

Thank you for your generosity in 2024.There were more
than sixteen homeless mothers and babies receiving shelter,
food, life skills classes and housing transition support which
taught these mothers to thrive in motherhood and beyond.

This coming year (2025) will be 20 years of serving
homeless women and babies in Worcester.

Today we embark on our Year-End Campaign. Our goal
this Advent is to fund our refreshed space as well as our
continued increased expenses of a full house by raising
$20,000 by December 31st.

Thanks to a generous Visitation House donor, each gift
made to Visitation House between December 1st and 31st
will be matched up to $10,000. What an amazing
opportunity to double your impact. Checks or online
donations postmarked by December 31st will qualify for the
match.

Thank you and from all of us at Visitation House, we
wish you and your family a warm, joyful and blessed
Christmas season.

Yours in Christ,

Jill Bowman

Dear Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,

WEEKLY OFFERING

Sunday Offertory 11/30-12/1 $3,563.96
Online Giving 255.00
Christmas 75.00
Candles (2 weeks ) 172.35
Christmas Flowers 95.00
Fuel & Heating 80.00
Immaculate Conception 60.00
Maintenance 63.00
Misc Income 100.00
Retirement Fund for Religious 65.00
Room & Board 1,000.00
Snow Removal 331.00

Thank you for your continued, generous support.
We appreciate your support of the church.

November 2024

I am most edified that this past October we received

1,909 gifts in memory/honor of the many priests here in the
: Diocese of Worcester. Thank you for your gift of $300 in &
: : support of the Priest Retirement Fund/Celebrate Priesthood :

2024 Your gift helps us to thank, acknowledge and care for
all priests, especially those who are retired. Our priests

: : have responded to a call to bring God’s saving grace into i
: our lives so that we may strive to live the life of holiness to :
: which we are called. :

In your kindness, I ask that you prayerfully remember

: the death of a great champion of the faith, Bishop Daniel P. :
Reilly. As the 4th Bishop of Worcester, he passionately led :
: our diocese at a time of great joy as we entered a new :
: millennium. His 71 years of priestly pastoral zeal and

: indomitable spirit were rooted in God and his Episcopal

: motto, ‘In Kindness and in Truth.” T ask you to join me in

: praying for the repose of his soul, asking that God might
welcome this good and faithful servant into the eternal life
:in heaven.

With every prayerful best wish, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT CYCLE C

GATHERING HYMN Let the King of Glory Come

Michael Joncas
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FIRST READING ZEPHANIAH 3:14-18A

Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, O
daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has removed the judgment against you he has turned away your
enemies; the King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear. On
that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion, be not discouraged! The LORD, your God, is
in your midst, a mighty savior; he will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in his love, he
will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM PSALM 66

Rory Coone
" L 5 rEss a—
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy, with joy.

SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be
known to all. The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

ADVENT GOSPEL ACLAMATION

Andrew Wright
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GOSPEL LUKE 3:10-18

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?” He said to them in reply, “Whoever has two
cloaks should share with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise.” Even
tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He answered
them, “Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.” Soldiers also asked him, “And what is it that we
should do?” He told them, “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied
with your wages.”

Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be
the Christ. John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is
coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Exhorting them in many other ways, he
preached good news to the people.

HOMILY



NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father
before all ages. God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius

Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and

rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures.

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead and
his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church. I confess one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Please respond: “Come Lord Jesus Come.”

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS

Rafrain

Come to Us, O God/Stay with Us, O Lord

Barbara Bridge

Stay withus, O Lord. Walk be -side us on our jour-ney. Burn with-in us,
*Come to wus, O God. Be the hopewith -in ourlong-ing. Dwell with-in us,
*#Stay with us, O Lord, for the day will soon be o - ver. Stay with-in us,
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1. Your ra - diant light gives us hope in our dark - ness.

2., Qur bro - ken world cries for jus - tice and mer - oy.

3. You join us here at this ta - ble of plan - ty.

4. O Bread of Life, give us strength in cur weak - nass.

5. We long for peace, teach us mer - Ccy and jus - tice.

&. For wou a - lone heal the SOr - row with - in us.

7. In times of doubt, may we trust in your good - ness.

8. You send us forth to be ser - vants of oth - ers.
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1-8. Strength-en us, stay with wus, O Light of the world!



HOLY, HOLY

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

MASS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again
GREAT AMEN
OUR FATHER
SIGN OF PEACE
LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION

MASS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR

MASS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR

MASS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR

Christ, Circle Round Us

Dan Schutte
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RECESSIONAL O Come, Divine Messiah
VENEZ, DIVIN MESSIE
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Sacramegnt of Pgnance & Regeconciliation
Saturday, December 21st - 2:00-3:30pm
Christmas Mass Schedule

Tuesday, = December 24th - 4:30pm
Wednesday, December 25th -10:00am

Solgmnity of Mary the Mother of God -~ New Yegar’s

Wednesday, January 1st - 8:00am

All Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #735265-A. All rights reserved.




Our Family Caring For Yours
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MUILHANE

Somee for Seurezaly
Sdonowng, .%’f*fmw;&cw&fy. Celebrating

For Over 150 Years
Stuart & Matthew Mulhane

15 N. Main Street, Millbury

008. Hﬁ-‘)-. r)f_)"

www.mulhane.com

LET S GRUW

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Cierra Shaffer

cshaffer@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6616

FAZIO FUNERAL HOME
508-753-6977

HELPING FAMILIES SINCE 1925
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W&
Funeral Director ® Louis M. Fazio, 111

“SERVING ONE FAMILY AT A TIME”
www.faziofuneralhome.com

INDUSTRIAL
ENERGY SERVICES

COMPLETE BOILER
ROOM SERVICE

- =]
560 LINCOLN ST., WORCESTER

(508] 852-5051

Your Local Benjamin Moore Retailer

NAL'S - W

PAINT CENTER —
Worcester Shrewbury Westborough Auburn Leominster
Feel confident and satisfied you’ve chosen the right products for excellent results.
20 jamil loore & Co. Woodluxe, Aura, Benjamin Moore, Color Lock, ben, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

4 Benjamin

o for families

f or oover 100 years.
Dirsa-Morin Henry Dirsa
Funeral Home Funeral Service

298 Grafton Street 33 Ward Street
Worcester, MA 01604 Worcester, MA 01604
508-753-4211 508-756-8346
Worcester Funeral, Inc
www.WorcesterFuneral.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

40T :‘f&;:rei:ed SafeStreets

833- 287 3502

Kevin L. Mercadante
Michelle Mercadante-Elworthy

Tel: 508-754-0486
Toll Free: 800-854-0486
Fax: 508-798-0394

4 Mere

%@F UNERA]L HOME
&

Stephen F. Gemelli
Louis P. Mercadante 1925-2003

ante

& CHAPEL

Exsi. 1961
“Committed to Caring for Over 50 Years"

370 Plantation Street
Worcester, MA 01605
www.mercadantefuneral.com

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

MDMedAlert!™ caLnom §19635
v Ambulance  Police/Fire 800 809 3570 Imo.

v Family v/ GPS & Fall Alert ¢
“STAY SAFEinthe ™/
2SS % md-medalertcom HOME YOU LOVEP 1
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pHILIP . MASSAD MoyERS

3 Geuerations over 60 yeans experience
Family Owned and Operated

100 Grand Street Worcester MA
508-752-0100

www.massadmovers.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

wwlle ouR cOMMUNITY

m = NEW'SLETTER

Scan to

Visit Ipicommunities.com i

(@ Adinfo. 1-800-477-4574 » Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 & www.Alpi.com

Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Worcester  03-1155



