Rev. Brian O’Toole

1290 Grafton St. .
Pastor Rev. Francis J. Roach
Wo r§%§t$g7M$8%1 604 In Residence
v . Cheryl Orrell
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Daily: Mon - Fri: 8:00 AM Jeremiah’s Inn Ministry
Saturday 4:30 PM _ Judy Verdini
Sunday 10 AM John Riley Religious Ed
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PENANCE Saturdays 2:30-3:30 PM

Mission Statement:
"Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, disciples of Jesus Christ in Worcester, MA, reaches out with love
into the neighborhoods to welcome, serve, support, and engage the community in Jesus.
In creating a welcoming relationship with Eucharistic and prayerful celebrations,
we gather to make a difference by coming closer to God and one another."

Wpril 20, 2025
Caster Sunday

CASTER

April 20

“...He went about doing good and healing all
those oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him.”

(ACTS 10:38)

We can’t give what we don’t have. Open your

heart to receive God’s love, mercy and

forgiveness. Then, show the same to others. As

God’s adopted sons and daughters, we are made
in His image and likeness. As Pope Benedict XVI
says, “we are made for greatness.” Let our lives
reflect His light to others. Pray to live a grateful
and generous life. Strive for greatness! We are
made for more! We are made for God!

Daily Rosary-Praying of the Rosary will continue
after the 8am daily mass in the church on Monday
through Friday and at 9:15am before the 10am
Sunday Mass. If you would still like to participate
via Zoom, please let us know.
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18:00 am Holy Week Morning Prayer

Puca req by the D’Andrea family
Robert Luikey req by the family
Sun, Apr 20 Easter Sunday
10:00 am
Mon, Apr 21
8:00 am
Tue, Apr 22
8:00 am Ann Parent 25th anniv req by her daughter and
son-in-law

'Wed, Apr 23

% 8:00 am

18:00 am

' Sat, Apr 26

14:30 pm Richard Walsh birthday remembrance req by the
] family

1 Sun, Apr 27 Second Sunday of Easter/Divine Mercy
110:00 am Robert Roach req by Denise & Bill Perron

17:30 pm Feola Family, Antoinetta Rossetti and Rosalba

SCRIPTURE READINGS

20 SUN Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 (24)/
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12
21 MON Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10,11/
Mt 28:8-15
22 TUE Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5,18-19,20 and 22/
Jn 20:11-18
23 WED Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:13-35
24 THU Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:35-48
25 FRI Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a/
Jn 21:1-14
26 SAT Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab,16-18,19-21/
Mk 16:9-15




STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT

June Calendar Raffle/April Newsletter

The April newsletter with calendar raffle was mailed on
April 7 and April 8. If you have not received, please call
the rectory so we can figure out why. You have the
months of April and May to sell the June Calendar
Raffles for $10 each. Please return bottom slip and
money to Our Lady of Lourdes by May 31st.

Knights of Columbus

Pope John XXIII Council #5481 has an on-going can/
bottle collection program. The council will also collect
scrap metal. Proceeds from this collection funds the
Visitation House. If you wish to donate any redeemable
cans/bottles or metal, please contact Grand Knight, Nick
Marrier at 774-230-1414 or via

email at nmarrier@gmail.com.

Paschal Candle

Our beautiful Paschal Candle this Easter was donated in
memory of Robert Luikey by his family. Thank you so
much for your donation.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Finance Committee

We are looking for a couple of volunteers to be part of
our Finance Committee. We meet quarterly to review the
financials and discuss ways to increase income and
decrease expenses. If you have a background in business/
accounting or just want to be involved and would like to
meet with us quarterly for about one hour, please reach
out to Fr. Brian or Cheryl at the rectory.

PARTNERS IN CHARITY -2025

Thank you to those who made a gift and a special thank
you for those who gave for the first time. Your gift will
help us in reaching our parish goal. As of April 2, 25 of
our 269 parish families have responded. However, we
need the support of all members of Our Lady of Lourdes
if we are to be successful in reaching our parish goal of
$47,500. If you have not yet completed your pledge,
please prayerfully make your pledge and return it to the
church office or in the collection basket. We are
confident that, with God’s help and yours, we will rise to
it! If you have not yet made a gift or pledge, please fill
out a commitment pledge envelope today or visit
www.partners-charity.net. Thank you!

HAPPY EASTER

WEEKLY OFFERING
Due to Holy Week and Easter Sunday,
the bulletin had to be submitted on 4/11.
The offertory for 4/12-4/13 will be
in next week’s bulletin
Thank you for your continued, generous support.
We appreciate your support of the church

My dear friends in Christ,

Only a week has passed since Palm Sunday when we
heard these words proclaimed from the Gospel of Luke:
“He saved others, let him save himself if he is the
chosen one, the Christ of God.”

Imagine what it was like for the disciples who
watched as Jesus suffered and died on the cross. Had
they abandoned all hope as they watched the Messiah’s
ignominious death on the cross?

In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul writes
“[Jesus] humbled himself, becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. Because of this,
God greatly exalted him.” As baptized Catholics our
faith has taught us that the crucifixion is not the end of
the story. Jesus rising from the dead on that Easter
morning was the source of hope for the disciples— and is
still our source of hope today.

When Pope Francis announced a Jubilee Year of
Hope for 2025, he reminded us that “hope is born of
love and based on the love springing from the pierced
heart of Jesus upon the cross . . . Christian hope does not
deceive or disappoint because it is grounded in the
certainty that nothing and no one may ever separate us
from God’s love.”

This Easter Season I invite you to reflect on the fact
that we can only be saved by God’s love as revealed in
the death and resurrection of his Son. We cannot save
ourselves. Human history has demonstrated time and
again that all the riches and power in the world will not
raise someone from the dead to eternal life. Yet this is
the promise of salvation which Christ won for us.

What will bring you happiness in life? If it is to be
loved unconditionally despite all your faults and
failings, then look to the Risen Christ today. If you are
seeking a “hope that does not disappoint,” then accept
the invitation from Pope Francis to be a pilgrim seeking
true hope in the love of God which is so bountiful that
he invites us to spend eternity with him.

Our Holy Father reminds us that “hope, together with
faith and charity, make up the. . . theological virtues that
express the heart of the Christian life.” May the hope
found in the promise of eternal life bolster each of us to
bear witness to Christian love, so that our faith may be
joyful and our charity to others may be enthusiastic.

With prayerful best wishes for a joyous Easter and a
life filled with hope, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, STD

Bishop of Worcester




HOLY WEEK
EASTER SUNDAY
CYCLE C

GATHERING HYMN

Christ the Lord is Risen Today
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GLORIA

@lory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord, God, Heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us:

ply. .
Qrave?

dise. F:
skigas.

Mass of Christ the Savior

You take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer,

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One;

You alone are the Lord.

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit,

In the glory of God, the Father.

Amen



LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 10: 34a, 37-43

Peter proceeded to speak and said: "You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible,
not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one
appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that eve-
ryone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name."

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PSALM 118

Michael Joncas
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This is the day the Lord has made; let us re-joice and be glad.
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This is the day the Lord has made; let us re-joice and be glad.
SECOND READING FIRST CORINTHIANS 5:6B-8

Brothers and sisters: Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? Clear out the old
yeast, so that you may become a fresh batch of dough, inasmuch as you are unleavened. For our
paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, not with the old yeast,
the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

SEQUENCE Christ is Arisen
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GOSPEL JOHN 20:1-9

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still
dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other
disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t
know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. They both
ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw
the burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb
and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths
but rolled up in a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the
tomb first, and he saw and believed. For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise
from the dead.

HOMILY

BLESSING OF THE EASTER WATER & RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES

Presider: Dear brothers and sisters, through the Paschal Mystery we have been buried with Christ
in Baptism, so that we may walk with him in newness of life. And so, now that our
Lenten observance is concluded, let us renew the promises of Holy Baptism, by which
we once renounced Satan and his works and promised to serve God in the holy Catholic
Church. And so I ask you:

-Do you renounce sin, so as to live in the freedom of the children of God?
The Baptized: I do.

-Do you renounce the lure of evil, so that sin may have no mastery over you?
The Baptized: I do.

-Do you renounce Satan, the author and prince of sin?
The Baptized: I do.

-Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?
The Baptized: I do.

-Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the
right hand of the Father?

The Baptized: I do.

-Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?

The Baptized: I do.

And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins, keep us by his
grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord, for eternal life.

The Baptized: Amen

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS The Response is: “Risen Lord hear us.”



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS Roll Away the Stone

Tom Conry
Verses: Cantor
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1. They have been say-ing “Where is  their God now?"”
2. They have been say-ing pow-er rules  the world.
3. They have been say-ing all  our strength is gone.
4. They have been say-ing “All of us are dead.”
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God. Roll a-way the stone.
HOLY, HOLY MASS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

Save us, Savior of the World,
By your Cross & Resurrection
You have set us free.

GREAT AMEN
OUR FATHER
SIGN OF PEACE
LAMB OF GOD

MASS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR

MASS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR

MASS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR



COMMUNION Halleluiah

RECESSIONAL Jesus Christ is Risen Today
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Interested in Being Part of Our Lady of Lourdes Family
Name: Telephone #
Address:

Email Address:

All Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #735265-A. All rights reserved.



Stuart & Matthew Mulhane
45 N. Main Street, Millbury

508.865.2560

]
MULHANE
Some for Suneals

Aowoning. SAcaenbeing. Coledading
L

Our Family Caring For Yours
For Over 150 Years

www.mulhane.com

For a free Family Planning
Guide please visit our website
or scan the QR Code
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Funeral Director ® Louis M. Fazio, 111

“SERVING ONE FAMILY AT A TIME”
www.faziofuneralhome.com

FAZIO FUNERAL HOME
508-753-6977

HELPING FAMILIES SINCE 1925

INDUSTRIAL
ENERGY SERVICES

COMPLETE BOILER
ROOM SERVICE

- =]
560 LINCOLN ST., WORCESTER

(508] 852-5051

" for families

0er 100 yedars.

Dirsa-Morin Henry Dirsa
Funeral Home Funeral Service

298 Grafton Street 33 Ward Street
Worcester, MA 01604 Worcester, MA 01604

508-753-4211 508-756-8346

Worcester Funeral, Inc
www.WorcesterFuneral.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Joshua Nwaozuzu

jnwaozuzu@4lpi.com * (800) 477-4574 x6318

Your Local Benjamin Moore Retailer
NAL'S - [
Worcester

PAINT CENTER —
Shrewbury Westborough Auburn Leominster
Feel confident and satisfied you’ve chosen the right products for excellent results.
20 jamil loore & Co. Woodluxe, Aura, Benjamin Moore, Color Lock, ben, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

4 Benjamin

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

833-287-3502

40T :‘f&;:rei:ed SafeStreets

Kevin L. Mercadante
Michelle Mercadante-Elworthy

o

Stephen F. Gemelli
Louis P. Mercadante 1925-2003

+Mercadante

SUPPORT OUR JUNERA]L HOME
ADVE RTi. SERS! Tel: 508-754-0486 E?_‘. C}IAPEL 370 Plantation Street
Toll Free: 800-854-0486 : Fxt. 161 Worcester, MA 01605
Fax: 508-798-0394 “Committed to Caring for Over 50 Years”  \yyw,mercadantefuneral.com
DOES YOUR NONPROFIT PHILIP P. MASSAD MovERs
-‘. R COMMUNITY 3 Genenations over 60 yeans experience

o NEW‘SLETTER

ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

Scan to
contact us!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™ caLnom $19°
v Ambulance « Police/Fire 800 809 3570 Imo.

v Family v/ GPS & Fall Alert ¢
“STAY SAFEinthe ™/
2SS % md-medalertcom HOME YOU LOVEP 1

Visit Ipicommunities.com

STARTING AT
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Family Owned and Operated

100 Grand Street Worcester MA
508-752-0100

508-410-8304
trrs157@yahoo.com

www.massadmovers.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

wwlle ouR cOMMUNITY

Qm == NEW'SLETTER

Scan to

Visit Ipicommunities.com i

(@ Adinfo. 1-800-477-4574 » Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 & www.Alpi.com

Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Worcester  03-1155



