
THE PHANTOM PHOENIX IS HERE

Set in Chicago during the 1920s, Martin Claver 
struggles to find his place in the world. He suffered 

a debilitating leg injury as a fighter pilot in World 
War I and is rejected by society. Without the support 
of family or the ability to work, Martin is a homeless 

veteran roaming the streets of Chicago, 
living off of scraps of food he finds.

That is, until he rises from the ashes.

Through a series of unlikely 
events, Martin discovers that 
his knowledge of the streets 
can actually help the country 
he fought to defend. Work-
ing in the shadows as if he 
was a “phantom,” Martin 
encounters criminals and 
crime scenes, giving the 
police the hints and clues 
they need to clean-up the 
streets of Chicago.

Find out what happens 
next in this first issue!
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CHAPTER ONE:
FROM THE ASHES
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G.K. Chesterton, a Jedi, and The Phantom 
Phoenix

Creating a “new” superhero is rather difficult when 
Marvel and DC Comics boast thousands of super-
heroes. This doesn’t even get into the numerous 
independent publishers that have added their cre-
ativity to the mix in recent years.

For this reason, I was reluctant to break into the su-
perhero scene. I simply didn’t think it was possible 
to create an interesting superhero that wouldn’t 
simply be a copy-cat.

Then one day I had a revelation.

I was thinking about various Catholic literary gi-
ants, especially those who wrote fiction. I remem-
bered G.K. Chesterton’s Father Brown Series and 
how he masterfully wrote a series that is beloved 
by many. It is a series that has regain popularity 
with the recent BBC adaptation that is on Netflix.

For those who are not familiar, the Father Brown 
Series centers on a witty detective-priest, who is 
able to deduce the exact details of various crimes 
and murders. In many ways he is a Catholic “Sher-
lock Holmes,” using his intuition and reasoning 
skills to find the right clues.

Interestingly, it was while filming a Father Brown 
film that actor Alec Guinness, famous for his role 
as Obi-Wan Kenobi, began his road to Catholicism.

According to an article by Rita Reichardt, Guinness 
was deeply affected by how people approached 
his character outside of filming, as he walked down 
a street still dressed as a priest. This opened the 
door, but what really impacted him was how God 
responded to his prayers during filming.

“Shortly thereafter, Guinness’ son Matthew, age 11, 
was stricken with polio and paralyzed from the waist 
down. The future for the boy was doubtful, and at the 
end of each day’s work on the film, Guinness began 

dropping in at a little Catholic church on his route 
home. He decided to strike a bargain with God: If God 
would let Matthew recover, Guinness would not stand 
in the way if the boy wished to become Catholic.”

His son was miraculously cured, and so began his 
road to the Catholic Church.

Furthermore, when I was considering the creation 
of a comic book series inspired by the Father Brown 
Series, I realized that initially, characters such as 
Batman were “detectives.” In this way, I could go 
back to the “origin” of superheroes and create a 
new superhero that harkened back to the “Golden 
Age” of comics.

The Saint Who Inspired “The Phantom 
Phoenix”

When I want to look for inspiration, the first place I 
go to is the list of saints in the Catholic Church.
These holy men and women were real people who 
led extraordinary lives.

They were true “super-heroes,” people who rose 
above remarkable challenges to bring more truth, 
goodness and beauty into the world.

One saint in particular who fascinated me was St. 
Moses the Strong, also referred to as St. Moses the 
Ethiopian and St. Moses the Black.

He is recognized by Roman Catholics, Eastern Or-
thodox Christians and even some Lutheran and 
Anglican churches.

An ascetic monk born in Ethiopia in 330, Moses the 
Black is known as a “Desert Father,” but he didn’t 
start out as a monk, and for most of his early life 
lived on the wrong side of the law.

He became the leader of a gang and was notorious 
for violence and robbery.



Moses ended up seeking shelter in a local monastery and 
after witnessing the devout lives of the monks, Moses re-
nounced his old way of violence, was baptized a Christian 
and joined the community.

Later his past did come in handy when 
a group of robbers tried to overpow-
er him in his cell. Moses was able to 
fight back and dragged them to the 
chapel. The robbers were astound-
ed by what happened, converted 
to the Christian faith and eventually 
joined the community of monks.

When reading his legendary life, 
I saw a figure who had the cour-
age to fight against criminals, but 
only so that they could be brought 
to justice and repent of their sins.

“The Phantom Phoenix” in a similar way fights crime, using 
his strength and intelligence to outwit criminals and bring 
them to justice.

Philip Kosloski
Founder, Voyage Comics and Publishing

In a culture where good and evil are often 
blurred, we need to get back to the basics 
and highlight superheroes who do not wa-
ver in their battle for justice.


