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Dear Parishioners, 

Today we enter the final week of the Christmas season as we celebrate the Solemnity (major feast 

day) of the Epiphany of the Lord. Today we remember when the three Magi searched and found Je-
sus, the King of the Jews. This was the first time Jesus was made manifest to the world, and the 

first time the world recognized Him as King. The Magi welcomed Jesus with gifts of gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh: gold signifying His kingship; frankincense signifying His divinity; and myrrh signi-

fying His future death. As we begin this new year, let us too search and find Jesus in our hearts, and 
rather than giving Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, let us offer Him the gift of a committed 

life totally devoted to Him. In order to usher in this commitment, today we bless chalk and water, 
two sacramentals used in the blessing of our homes. As you inscribe the blessing over the main 

doorway of your home, and as you sprinkle your house with the holy water, commit yourself and 
your family to a year of deeper prayer and devotion to Jesus, with a special focus on regularly at-

tending Sunday Mass and growing in your love for Him in the Holy Eucharist.  
 

With prayers for your holiness and God’s abundant blessings this new year, 

Fr. Philip Clement 

“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” – Luke 5:4  

P.O. Box 248 

Machias, ME 04654 

207-255-3731 

Mass Intentions for the Feast of the Epiphany 

Sat Jan 5, 2019 4:00 pm (ATL) ST Epiphany — Dr. Ron Snyder 

Sat Jan 5, 2019 4:30 pm (EDT) SH Ephiphany — People of SPF Parish 

Sun Jan 6, 2019 8:30 am HN Epiphany — Aaron Tilton 

Sun Jan 6, 2019 10:30 am SM Epiphany — Mary Ann Weileman 

Wed Jan 9, 2019 8:30 am HN Christmas Weekday — Fr. John Feeney 

Wed Jan 9, 2019 9:00 am SM Christmas Weekday — Catholic Exchange 

Thurs Jan 10, 2019 8:30 am SH Christmas Weekday — Fr. Donald McAllister 

Fri Jan 11, 2019 8:30 am SM Christmas Weekday — Msgr. Joe Goudreau 

 

Coffee 

& Catechesis 
 

The next session of Coffee & Catechesis 

is scheduled for Saturday, January 26th 

from 9:30 am — 11am at the Holy Name 

Parish Hall. If you have not had a chance 

to attend, now’s your chance. We will be 

delighted to have you. It’s a drive for 

some...consider car pooling. 



OFFICE HOURS 

Fr. Philip’s day off is Monday. Office hours are Wednesdays from 10am — 4pm by appointment on-

ly. If you need to see Fr. Philip for any reason, please call the office, or email Fr. Philip directly to 

make an appointment. Appointments are held at Holy Name Church in Machias. 

Catholic Trivia ... 

Who is the Church’s first martyr?  
a. St. Augustine          b. St. Paul          c. St. Stephen 

How did the Church’s first martyr die?  
a. Stoning          b. Beheading          c. Crucifixion 

Who was the future Apostle who stood by and watched the death of the first martyr?  
a. St. James          b. St. Paul           c. St. Mark 

            C.                          A.                         B. 

Christmas Flower Donations 

2nd Collection  

Next Week 

Parish Maintenance Fund 

Don’t Forget  . . .  

Don’t forget to fill out the call form in the back of the churches 

to add your telephone number to the automated call list that 

calls you when a change has been made to Mass times or par-

ish events due to inclement weather, etc. 

Casey Grove  

Josh & Shelly Bragg  

Ellen McCurdy  

William & Jeannine Wright  

Jack August Mary & Jack August 

Mary Lou Quinn Mary & Tom Quinn 

 Mary & Doug Garner 

Roger & Ann Seavey Roland & Viola Cheney 

 Ernest & Florence Seavey 

 Philip & Brett Seavey 

John & Kathleen Burns John & Mary Burns 

 Fred & Marion Rossman 

Debra Holmes Mr. & Mrs. Richard Abram 

 James Harvey 

 Mr. & Mrs. James Abram 

Nancy Begley John (Jack) Begley 

 Harry & Mary Simard 

Basil & Rosalie Woodward Basil & Ethel Woodward 

 Ralph & Luella Holmes 

 Franklin McKeary 

 Lee Aragon 

 Pat Dyndiuk 

Peter & Sharon Stackpole Kenneth Manchster  

 Barbara Manchester 



Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
On the feast of the Epiphany, conveniently close to the beginning of 
the New Year, the ancient tradition has been to ask God’s blessing 
on homes as the inscription below is marked above the main entrance 
to the home. The main entrance to the home is inscribed with blessed 
chalk using the legendary names or initials of the three Magi, and 
the numerals of the New Year, connected with a series of crosses.  

The initials C, M, and B commemorate the Magi: Caspar, Melchior, 
and Balthasar but also stand for the Latin prayer request Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat: “May Christ bless this house.” Accordingly, 
the main entrance of a house would be marked as follows:  
20 + C + M + B + 19. 

There is also a special blessing for water on the feast of the Epiphany 
because of its connection to the celebration of Jesus’ baptism, which 
we commemorate on the Sunday following Epiphany. This ancient 
rite of the blessing of holy water, with its extraordinarily powerful 
prayers of exorcism, renders Epiphany Water more spiritually potent 
than ‘ordinary’ holy water. Also, blessed salt is part of the ritual the 
priest uses to ‘make’ Epiphany water. 

 

Instructions for Blessing the Home 

The family gathers at the main entrance of the home. The head of the family, 

using the blessed chalk, inscribes the blessing above the door (either inside or 

outside of the home, preferably outside if there is a porch or protected doorway). 

20 + C + M + B + 19 

As the inscription is being written, the head of the family says: 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar  

(write 20 +) 

followed the star of God’s Son  

(write C +) 



who became human two thousand and nineteen years ago.  

(write M +) 

May Christ bless our home  

(write B +) 

and remain with us throughout the new year.  

(write 19) 

Amen. 

 

The leader of the family then prays:  

Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your 

presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift of your 

love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other 

and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in the 

knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen us in 

peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen 

The leader of the family continues:  

“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and literally mark the 

occasion of the Epiphany and God’s blessing of our lives and 

home. With time the chalk will fade. As it does we let the 

meaning of the symbols written sink into the depths of our heart 

and be manifest in our words and actions as we continue to 

pray, Christus mansionem benedictat, “May Christ bless the 

house.” 

The leader of the family then goes throughout the house sprinkling it with the 

Epiphany holy water. All present join in procession. 

 


