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Dear Parishioners,  

The season of Lent is quickly approaching (March 6th).  The traditional practice of giving up some-

thing for Lent fosters self-discipline and tempers our desires. It is a form of fasting and penance, and 
it promotes spiritual growth. If you're giving up something for Lent, that's great. But think also 

about the possibility of doing something positive to bolster your spiritual life. Look for ways that you 
can increase your knowledge of your faith, strengthen your spiritual life, or perform special acts of 

mercy and kindness at home, at work, in the parish, or in the community. Some specific examples 
might be: attend daily Mass one day every week; start your morning with the prayer, “Lord I give You 

this day, everything I think, and do, and say”; pray the Sorrowful Mysteries of the rosary; attend the 
Parish Mission and Stations of the Cross on Fridays during Lent; read one chapter of a particular 

book of the Bible each day; pray the seven penitential Psalms from the Bible (Ps. 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 
130, 143) - one per day; abstain from meat for an extra day in addition to Fridays during the weeks 

of Lent; do a random act of kindness for someone each day. Whatever you choose, choose one thing, 
and do it well!!! Make this Lent the best Lent ever. 

 

With prayers for your holiness and God’s abundant blessings, 

Fr. Philip Clement 

“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” – Luke 5:4  
P.O. Box 248 

Machias, ME 04654 

207-255-3731 

Mass Intentions for the 6th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Sat Feb. 16, 2019 4:00 pm (ATL) ST 6th Sunday — ParishCatholic Exchange 

Sat Feb. 16, 2019 4:30 pm (EDT) SH 6th Sunday — People of SPF  

Sun Feb. 17, 2019 8:30 am HN 6th Sunday — Estelle Ross 

Sun Feb. 17, 2019 10:30 am SM 6th Sunday — Norman Gaillen 

Wed Feb. 20, 2019 8:30 am HN Week 6 — Catholic Exchange 

Wed Feb. 20,2019 9:00 am SM Week 6 — Catholic Exchange 

Thurs Feb. 21, 2019 8:30 am SH ST. Peter Damian—Catholic Exchange 

Fri Feb. 22, 2019 8:30 am SM Chair of St. Peter — Catholic Exchange 

 

 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 

February 9th & 10th 

$1,738.31  

Thank you for your generosity.  



Lenten Mission 

OFFICE HOURS 

Fr. Philip’s day off is Monday. Office hours are Wednesdays from 10am — 4pm by appointment on-

ly. If you need to see Fr. Philip for any reason, please call the office, or email Fr. Philip directly to 

make an appointment. Appointments are held at Holy Name Church in Machias. 

   

   Update or Register 
Online 

 

Although great efforts have been made in the past to update 

parishioner registration and contact information, we are now 

applying ourselves to make this process more complete and 

much easier. Beginning next week, current parishioners will 

be able to go to our website and update their contact infor-

mation in the parish data management system. In addition, 

new parishioners will also be able to go to our website to reg-

ister online. If you have been a parishioner for a long time but 

are not yet registered, you too may do this online. All parish-

ioners should officially register with the parish. It ensures we 

have accurate contact information for your family, it allows us 

to assign you an envelope number which enables us to keep 

track of your contributions for your tax deductions, and it al-

lows us to accurately record your sacramental records. We an-

ticipate instructions to be published in next week’s bulletin. If 

you have any questions, please contact Fr. Philip.  

Did you know ... 

The Stations of the Cross began as the practice of pious pilgrims to Jerusalem who would retrace  
the final journey of Jesus Christ to Calvary. Later, for the many who wanted to pass along the  

same route, but could not make the trip to Jerusalem, a practice developed that eventually took  
the form of the fourteen stations currently found in almost every church.  

This Lenten season we will be praying the Stations of the Cross every Friday at 6:30pm at Holy Name Church 
in Machias. Following the Stations of the Cross in Machias, we will have our Lenten Mission talk (see description 
below). All are invited to come pray & learn. Other opportunities for praying the Stations of the Cross privately 

are either before or after regularly scheduled daily and Sunday Mass. If you’re interested in praying the 
Stations, you can find them in the missalette or as a link on our website. This is a wonderful way to meditate on  

the Passion and Death of Our Lord, Jesus Christ as we prepare for the Resurrection at Easter. 

             

2nd Collection  

Next Week 

Parish Winter Operating Budget 
Thank you for responding to the call 

Your donation counts … 

If Mass happens to be cancelled or if you are unable to attend for 

some reason, please be so kind as to submit your offertory dona-

tion for the missed Mass on the following weekend. This helps us 

meet our operating costs. Thank you very much. 

Volunteers Needed 

Fr. Philip is looking for volunteers to lead 
the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary be-
fore weekend Masses during the season of 
Lent. If you are interested in volunteering 
to lead the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary 20 minutes be-
fore weekend Masses, please see Fr. Clement. The commit-
ment to lead or attend would be a great Lenten sacrifice.  

A Catechist is someone who dedicates himself or 

herself to teaching religion to children or adults. Fr. 

Philip is looking for more catechists to help educate 

our children in the Catholic Faith. This summer he will conduct a Catechist Workshop to 

train people interested in teaching catechism classes to our kids. If you are interested 

in attending, please contact Fr. Philip directly. Former catechists welcomed too. 
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February 15, 2019 

 

My Dear Parishioners,  

After being your pastor now for six months, I continue to be edified by your lives, your presence, 

your witness, and your continued generosity to your parish. The continued rise in attendance at 

the Coffee & Catechesis sessions, the ladies volunteering to help beautify the churches by making 

altar cloths, the numerous unsung volunteers who do so much behind the scenes, those who are 

willing to participate in our new parish guild, those of you who faithfully fill the pews each week, 

and many others not mentioned here have made my first six months as pastor incredibly 

rewarding. I am very delighted that my first parish assignment in Maine landed me Downeast!  

In addition to the many things growing and aspiring in the parish, I feel the need to address the 

less endearing issue of the current parish finances in order to appeal to your benevolent hearts 

for assistance. As I hope you are aware, I have been extremely impressed and proud of the way 

you continue to step up in support of weekly collections, the Diocesan Appeal, visiting 

missionaries, repair and renovation projects, and everything else that keeps our ship afloat. Yet, 

as you know, this time of year presses hard on everyone, St. Peter the Fisherman Parish included. 

We are still about three or four months away from the return of our seasonal visitors, and it is 

for this gap period that I am asking for your help.  

Our general operating costs have climbed during the winter months due to the cost of heating 

fuel and the extremely cold temperatures, along with a few unforeseen expenses. This in addition 

to a general decrease in the collection has put us in somewhat of a somewhat strained position, 

although not a dire position. Having been here six months, I have only now gained a satisfactory 

understanding of the parish accounts payables and receivables, and my intention is to remain 

transparent with you as we move into the future. I hope to have a financial status report printed 

in the bulletin at the end of the fiscal year (June, 2019) so that you, too, can have a better 

understanding of our financial position. Soon the Finance Council will begin budget planning for 

the next fiscal year, and I will publish that report for you as well.  

Until then, however, I am asking you to consider doing what you can to offer additional financial 

support for the next four months. To this end I have two suggestions for your consideration. First, 

would you please consider donating one or two dollars more in your general offertory 

contribution. If everyone did that at all three churches each week, it would surely push us in a 

positive direction. Second, beginning next week I am suspending the Parish Building & 

Maintenance Fund second collection and replacing it with the Parish Winter Operating Budget 



second collection. We have done relatively well in collecting for the Parish Building & 

Maintenance Fund, and I believe collecting that second collection for the Winter Operating 

Budget will push us a little further in a positive direction, thereby helping us meet our operating 

costs between now and the beginning of the summer. If we rally together around these two 

suggested opportunities, I believe we will finish the winter and early spring comfortably.  

Please know that I only ask things such as this out of necessity. I also know that many are on a 

very limited income, and you, too, are striving to overcome the additional pressures of the winter 

season.  Therefore, I ask you to simply do what you can to help us meet our goals, as the 

suggestions above are only just that, suggestions. If you are not able to assist the parish 

monetarily, then please consider saying a few more prayers for us each week. Regardless of 

whether you can assist monetarily, through increased prayer, or both, please be assured of my 

prayers for you. The Lord reassured me through a saying of comfort early on in my journey as a 

priest, and He hasn’t failed me, that “Where the Lord leads, He provides.” The Lord has led me 

here to be with you, and I trust totally in His provision.  

With prayers for your holiness and Jesus’ abundant blessings,  

 

 


