
5th Sunday of Lent
The beautiful painting above is a work by Renaissance artist Girolamo Muziano.

The painting is called The Resurrection of Lazarus,
the subject of today's Gospel reading.



Ezekiel 37:12-14
Psalm 129
Romans 8:8-11
John 11:25-26
John 11:1-45

Today we take another step toward Holy Week and Easter as our 
journey brings us to the 5th Sunday of Lent. Things in the world 
and in the Church remain chaotic, which moves our hearts to 
continue turning to our Lord, Jesus, in search of His peace and 
comfort in this troubling time.

Today’s readings teach us that it is Jesus’ spirit that give us life, 
especially when we have experienced spiritual death because of 
sin. The imagery Ezekiel uses in the first reading spoke loudly to 
the Israelites as they were still living in exile in Babylon. Because 
of their sins, they were there for over seventy years, and they 
thought all was lost, that God’s promise to His people was dead. 
However, in the proper time, God spoke to His people through the 
prophet Ezekiel and encouraged them by saying that He will raise 
them from the “dead” by pu ing His spirit in them and will bring 
them back to the promised land. He would do this so that they 
would know that He is God, their God, so that they would return 
to Him with all their hearts. When we turn our hearts to God, what 
the Psalmist proclaimed becomes real and tangible, that “with the 
Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.”  

Perhaps the Lord is allowing us at this time to experience a taste 
of exile, a moment of trying the heart. For some, this period of 
uncertainty will shake their faith; for others it may be a cause for 
drifting further away; but for those who have or desire a deeper 
relationship with Jesus, this experience will be a quickening of 
the heart. Our Lenten journey, as well as the readings at Mass, 
should strengthen our resolve to know, love, and serve Him as we 
allow God’s spirit to guide us through these uncharted waters.

Imagine being Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, who 
believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. The death of 
their brother shook their world and plummeted them into 
uncharted waters. On top of that, they believed that if Jesus had 
been there, then their brother would not have died. It’s important



for us to always remember that God knows all and has
everything worked out for good. Jesus knew Lazarus would die,
and he purposely stayed away so that the experience of losing the
one they loved would end up giving glory to God and
strengthening their faith when Jesus raised him from the dead.

Imagine, also, being Lazarus who had died. For four days he was
in that place of waiting, the place of waiting to be allowed into
the glory of Heaven, only to be brought back to his life on earth.
In raising Lazarus from the dead, not only did Jesus elicit
gratitude from Mary and Martha for the great blessing they
experienced in having their brother restored to them on earth, but
He most likely elicited from Lazarus a great yearning for that
which is beyond this earth, Heaven. In both instances, Jesus is
breathing life into their faith. He helps them see that when all
seems lost or when our spirit seems dead, He is the one who
helps us through those difficult times by breathing His Spirit of
life into us. When we couple that with an open heart of love for
Him by remaining steadfast in prayer and faithful in hope, our
lives begin to move onward and upward as we surrender our
lives to him in pursuit of Heaven.

We might apply this understanding to our current circumstances.
Whatever reason God may be allowing us to experience this
period of exile from “church,” He does not intend this time to be
an experience of exile from our relationship with Him. Instead,
perhaps during this time He desires us to shed more completely
those worldly things that take up space in our hearts in order to
make more room for Him who desires to make His home in
us. No ma�er where we find ourselves in life or in the world, we
must always have a deep and abiding love for Jesus in our hearts.
This love, then, gives us hope that just as God delivered the
Israelites from exile in Babylon; and just as He delivered Mary
and Martha from the grief of loss, He will also deliver us from
our current exile and return us to the practice of our faith. But as
someone once said, “practice doesn’t make perfect; perfect
practice makes perfect.” Therefore, let us continue to practice and
strengthen our faith so that when God ordains that it is time for
us once again to join around the altar of sacrifice, may we bring to



Him a perfect heart of love for His Son that can only be achieved
by dying to ourselves in order to be raised to new life in Him. 

With prayers for your health, and God's abundant blessings,

Fr. Philip Clement
Pastor
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