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STAY AT 
HOME ORDER 
ISSUED FOR 
MAINE 

 

 

 

 

As you are probably aware, Gov. Mills has issued a Stay At Home Order for the 
state of Maine, which began at midnight. This means that our churches and other 
buildings are officially closed until the order is lifted. If you visited any of the 
churches for private prayer during the day, you will no longer be able to do that 



for the duration of the Order. I am sorry for the inconvenience of this change. 
Let's pray it doesn't last beyond the prescribed dates.  

 

  

  

THE SACRAMENTS 

OF PENANCE AND 
OF THE SICK 

 

 

 

 

As Bishops struggle to field the many questions that are arising from priests and 
the faithful about the availability and administration of the Sacraments, some 
issues have arisen about which the bishops would like to offer clarification. 
 

• During this time of limited mobility and the dangers involved in close 
proximity it is important to know that the Sacrament of Penance is not to 
be celebrated via phone or cell phone and must always be celebrated in 
person. In addition, in the present circumstances cell phones should not 
be used even for the amplification of voices between a confessor and 
penitent who are in visual range of each other. 

 

• When it is not possible to administer the Sacrament of Penance or the 
Sacrament of the Sick, then the following teaching is applied: “Where the 
individual faithful find themselves in the painful impossibility of receiving 
sacramental absolution [or the Sacrament of the Sick], it should be 
remembered that perfect contrition, coming from the love of God, 
expressed by a sincere request for forgiveness [a sincere Act of Contrition] 
and accompanied by the firm resolution to have recourse as soon as 
possible to sacramental confession, obtains forgiveness of sins, even 
mortal ones (cf. CCC, no. 1452).” Therefore, should you find yourself 
unable to receive Confession or the Sacrament of the Sick, praying a 
sincere Act of Contrition, along with making a firm commitment to go to 
Confession at the next nearest opportunity, will obtain for you forgiveness 
of sins, even mortal ones. Those sins, however, must be confessed at your 
next possible confession.  

  

  



PALM SUNDAY, 

HOLY WEEK, & 

EASTER 

 

 

 

 

This year by decree of Bishop Deeley, although everyone recognizes the 
significance of palms as a beloved sacramental for the faithful, to ensure the 
safety of all, no provision will be made for the distribution of palms to the faithful 
for risk of cross contamination. That is to say, it is with great regret that there will 
be no distribution of blessed palms this year. 
 

Furthermore, in addition to the Stay at Home Order issued by Gov. Mills, the 
bishop has decreed that all churches are to remain closed and that there will be 
no public celebration of the Holy Week liturgies. He has also cancelled the 
Chrism Mass and The Light Is On For You confessions. Unfortunately, this 
leaves nothing for the communal liturgical celebrations during the most solemn 
week of our liturgical year. Thankfully, the chancery and cathedral staff, as well 
as many other parishes in our diocese, were able to start offering live streamed 
Masses daily and on Sunday, a technological feat our parish has not taken to 
task. 
 

Since St. Peter the Fisherman Parish is not already set up for live streaming, 
and since there are multiple opportunities for the faithful to live stream Sunday 
Mass as well as the Holy Week liturgies on EWTN, the Cathedral in Portland, 
and in multiple parishes in our dioceses who already offer a live streamed Mass, 
I am choosing not to pursue doing that in our parish. The bishop’s expectation 
for parishes that are not live streaming Masses and Holy Week liturgies is for 
the pastor to celebrate them privately. Therefore, my agenda includes private 
celebrations of Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
(extremely abbreviated), and Good Friday.  

 

In addition, there will be no Easter Vigil 
but a private Easter Sunday Mass. 
This disturbs me on multiple levels, 
especially since I’ve been fully 
involved in celebrating these liturgies 
for the last twelve years. I pray we 
never have to be in this position again 
in the future, and I hope others are 

taking this problem to task in their prayers as well. While this is disappointing, I 
know, this is the current plan for Holy Week. 
 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO SEE A FULL LIST OF OPPORTUNITIES TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MASSES FROM HOME. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

https://portlanddiocese.org/response-coronavirus?_ga=2.174066594.1242545274.1585797283-701060408.1584583462


Please know that it is very unsettling for me as a pastor and a priest to have to 
approach Holy Week and Easter in this fashion. I know it does not please you, 
nor do I think it pleases the Lord, that the holiest days within our faith have to be 
celebrated in this way. However, celebrated they should be! Please use this as 
an opportunity to come to Jesus in a new and exciting way. However you may 
choose to walk through Holy Week to Calvary and the Cross, may the joy of 
Easter Sunday and the Risen Lord Jesus be the impetus to coax you through 
this trying time. While public access to the Mass has been suspended, the Mass 
itself has not. Again, your intentions and the well being of your families will be 
lifted up at the altar on these most holy days. 
 

With prayers for your health and God's abundant blessings, 
 

Fr. Philip Clement 

Pastor 
 

 

    

 

 


