
PALM SUNDAY

JESUS' TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

The painting above is "Christ's Entrance Into Jerusalem" by 19th century
German painter, Bernhard Plockhorst. This painting depicts Jesus'

fulfillment of the prophet Zechariah's prophecy, "Exult greatly, O daughter
Zion! Shout for joy O daughter Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to

you, a just savior is he, humble,
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey." (Zech.9:9)



Matthew 21: 1-11
Isaiah 50:4-7
Psalm 22
Philippians 2:6-11
Matthew 26:14-27:66

For the past five weeks, we have been walking through the season of Lent
on our journey to Calvary. Today brings us to Palm Sunday, the beginning
of Holy Week where we hear of Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem,
followed by the Last Supper, and His crucifixion and death on the cross.
During Holy Week, these momentous landmarks in the Paschal Mystery
are usually celebrated with great pomp and pageantry. On Holy Thursday
we usually celebrate the Mass of the Lord's Supper where Jesus
celebrates the first Mass and shares a final meal with His disciples; on
Good Friday we usually read the Passion story and venerate the Cross; on
Holy Saturday we usually celebrate the great Easter Vigil where we bless
the holy fire and the Paschal candle, sing the Exsultet, bless the Easter
water, and baptize, confirm, and give first Holy Communion to those
becoming Catholic. As we all know, however, this year we are
experiencing a different approach to Holy Week.

This year there will be no blessed palms; there will be no public
celebration of the Mass of the Lord's Supper along with the procession of
the Blessed Sacrament to the chapel of repose; we will not publicly read
the Passion story or venerate the cross; we will not celebrate the great
Easter Vigil with all its accoutrements; and finally, and most sadly, we will
not gather together on the triumphal day of Easter to celebrate the
eternal victory that our Lord Jesus won over sin and death. Indeed, this is
the most challenging Holy Week and Easter we have ever experienced.
However, while the reality of our current situation is certainly
disappointing to say the least, are we able to dig deep and still find the
Lord in the midst of our disappointment?

About 520 years before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Zechariah wrote,
"Exult greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you, a just savior is he, humble, and riding
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey." (Zech.9:9) Jews knew this
prophecy, and when they saw Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey,
they became filled with great joy, for they thought their king was coming
to deliver them from worldly oppression. They cut palm branches, a
symbol of victory and justice, and waved them and laid the branches and
their cloaks in his path. Along the way they sang, "Hosanna to the son of
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!" Surely, they thought, the time of victory for God's people had
finally come! The time of victory for God's people had come, yet it would
be a type of victory that would leave many disappointed.

For many, Jesus was hoped to be the Christ, the Messiah, who would
deliver them from worldly oppression. The more He preached, though,



the more He didn't meet their expectations. Upon arriving in Jerusalem,
He entered the temple and drove out the money changers in an explosion
of righteous anger; He denounced the Scribes and Pharisees; He
confounded the Sadducees' notion of the resurrection; and He foretold
the destruction of the temple, to name a few. Finally, He lamented over
Jerusalem because His chosen people did not know Him, and if that
wasn't enough, even Peter who proclaimed Him to be "the Christ, the Son
of the Living God" would deny Him. And it would be when He mounted the
Cross, breathed His last breath, and was laid in the tomb that their
greatest disappointment would come, for many thought His death was the
end.

Surely during these days of uncertainty we can identify with this
disappointment. We expect to have public Masses; we expect to be able
to receive communion; we expect to receive palms on Palm Sunday; we
expect to be able to celebrate Holy Week; and we expect to be able to
celebrate the joy of Easter, together. But even though we can't, is this a
call for disappointment? Is this a call for sadness over unmet
expectations? Certainly not! Rather, our current circumstances are a call
for joy over sadness, thanksgiving over regret, and gladness over
disappointment.

You see, the Truth of our faith helps us rise above our current
circumstances. Jesus didn't come to deliver us from worldly oppression
and troubles; He came to deliver us from sin and death. Our world is
certainly turned upside down at the moment, and we can see where the
enemy has his foothold in this world. But we are not meant for this world.
We are meant for Heaven! And in order to get there, we must come to
know Jesus, deeply and intimately. Our hearts and souls must yearn for
Him and call out to Him. When we have this type of relationship with Him,
then unmet expectations, whatever they may be, simply become
invitations and opportunities for us to dig deeper to find Him, and find
Him we will if we come to the silence of heart where His Spirit dwells and
speaks.
As we embark on this awkward voyage into Holy Week, let us remember
where this journey began a few weeks ago when our public Masses were
suspended. I encouraged us to remain at the tomb, quiet and still,
keeping vigil with the Apostles and our Blessed Mother who waited for the
day of Joy to come. We are privileged to know that it will come, and until
that day arrives, let us open our hearts to He whose heart was pierced
and opened for us. Let us be renewed by His promise of Resurrection,
salvation, and redemption. Let us take comfort in His Precious Blood and
call upon the Name above all Names, the Name at whose mention "every
knee should bend, of those in Heaven and on Earth and under the Earth,
and every tongue confess," JESUS CHRIST, our Lord.

I wish for all of you a truly blessed Holy Week and Easter. While we
cannot meet in person with each other, we most assuredly can meet in
prayer. Use this week to pray and to deepen your relationship with Jesus.
Read through His Passion and come to know His immense love for you.
This love can sustain you through any trial or tribulation. Call on His



Precious Blood to heal and nourish you, and know that you are never
alone! The angels surround us, the saints pray for us, and our parish
family of faith continues to support us through our prayers for each other.

Finally, make this week holy for yourself. Read, pray, and joy in the fact
that while we may be briefly separated from each other and from the
Holy Mass, "Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our
fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of
hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the
earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation [not even the corona virus]
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in
Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:38-39)

With prayers for your health and God's abundant blessings,

Fr. Philip Clement
Pastor

"We are very calm and cheerful.
So far there has been no Mass and
no Communion; maybe that will
come later. Now we have a
chance to experience, a little,
how to live purely from within."

St. Edith Stein

Written from Westerbrook transit camp,
August, 1942

// www.stpeterthefisherman.me //


