
UPDATE

Greetings to all of you, and I pray that you are taking theGreetings to all of you, and I pray that you are taking the
time to enjoy the Easter season. Although things continuetime to enjoy the Easter season. Although things continue
to test our endurance and patience, never forget that Jesusto test our endurance and patience, never forget that Jesus
is risen and is still the Lord, which means He is still inis risen and is still the Lord, which means He is still in
charge of everything. Surrender to Him, and He will docharge of everything. Surrender to Him, and He will do
everything for you.everything for you.

Easter is a joy filled season, and it isEaster is a joy filled season, and it is
important for us to remember this,important for us to remember this,
not only for ourselves, but for othersnot only for ourselves, but for others
as well, especially those who haveas well, especially those who have
lost loved ones in the recent past.lost loved ones in the recent past.

April has been a trying time for allApril has been a trying time for all
of us, and for some families even more so. At this time Iof us, and for some families even more so. At this time I
ask all of you to keep the following families in yourask all of you to keep the following families in your
prayers as we have lost four parishioners this month.prayers as we have lost four parishioners this month.
(None of the deaths were related to the virus)(None of the deaths were related to the virus)

William CherryWilliam Cherry - Died April 1st - Died April 1st
Jim HarnedyJim Harnedy - Died April 10th - Died April 10th
Annette FeckoAnnette Fecko - Died April 12th - Died April 12th
John BurnsJohn Burns - Died April 15th - Died April 15th

"May their souls, and all the souls of the
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen"



Now for the latest on how Covid-Now for the latest on how Covid-
19 continues to affect parish life.19 continues to affect parish life.
In a recent discussion with BishopIn a recent discussion with Bishop
Deeley, the outlook on how parishDeeley, the outlook on how parish
life over the next few weeks waslife over the next few weeks was

discussed.discussed.

The bishop continues to follow the direction of the CDCThe bishop continues to follow the direction of the CDC
and the governor for maintaining the protection ofand the governor for maintaining the protection of
parishioners and clergy in our diocese. As those guidelinesparishioners and clergy in our diocese. As those guidelines
change, so will the guidelines for parish life. At thischange, so will the guidelines for parish life. At this
particular time, the guidelines have not changed, nor doesparticular time, the guidelines have not changed, nor does
the bishop have a timeline for when change may takethe bishop have a timeline for when change may take
place. While this may not fill us with much confidence, theplace. While this may not fill us with much confidence, the
bishop did speculate on how the change may look oncebishop did speculate on how the change may look once
implemented.implemented.

Bishop Deeley does not anticipate the restrictions lifting allBishop Deeley does not anticipate the restrictions lifting all
at once. In fact, he referred to the government guidelinesat once. In fact, he referred to the government guidelines
that state that number of cases need to reflect two weeks ofthat state that number of cases need to reflect two weeks of
consistent decline before we are allowed to haveconsistent decline before we are allowed to have
gatherings of up to 10 people. Once that phase is enteredgatherings of up to 10 people. Once that phase is entered
into, then there needs to be another two weeks ofinto, then there needs to be another two weeks of
consistent decline before we are allowed to haveconsistent decline before we are allowed to have
gatherings of up to 50 people. Once that phase is enteredgatherings of up to 50 people. Once that phase is entered
into, then the trend will continue. Thankfully for ourinto, then the trend will continue. Thankfully for our
parish, we can expect more normal routines onceparish, we can expect more normal routines once
gatherings of 150 are allowed. Again, there is no set timegatherings of 150 are allowed. Again, there is no set time
frame where we can expect this to be implemented.frame where we can expect this to be implemented.

Once we are on that path, however, the bishop did suggestOnce we are on that path, however, the bishop did suggest
that it is likely that the obligation to attend Sunday Massthat it is likely that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass
will continue to be suspended. This will allow those whowill continue to be suspended. This will allow those who
are more cautious not to have conflicts of conscience. Inare more cautious not to have conflicts of conscience. In
other words, if someone does not yet feel comfortable toother words, if someone does not yet feel comfortable to
gather in groups, they will not be obliged to do so.gather in groups, they will not be obliged to do so.

Once the phases of returning to Mass commences, theOnce the phases of returning to Mass commences, the
bishop expects that during the first two phases of smallerbishop expects that during the first two phases of smaller
gatherings, creative ways will have to be devised in ordergatherings, creative ways will have to be devised in order
to accommodate allowing only 10 or 50 people at a timeto accommodate allowing only 10 or 50 people at a time
for Mass. This may mean that we will have to dividefor Mass. This may mean that we will have to divide
parishioners across Mass times over the seven days in aparishioners across Mass times over the seven days in a
week so that everyone will be able to get to Mass at leastweek so that everyone will be able to get to Mass at least
once a week in the beginning. Time will tell how theonce a week in the beginning. Time will tell how the
particulars get worked out, and as soon as I receive moreparticulars get worked out, and as soon as I receive more
information, I will communicate that to you.information, I will communicate that to you.



Until then, please remain faithful and know that I continueUntil then, please remain faithful and know that I continue
to lift up your intentions daily at the altar. Pleaseto lift up your intentions daily at the altar. Please
remember me in your prayers.remember me in your prayers.

Finally, I thank all of you who continue to support theFinally, I thank all of you who continue to support the
parish financially during this difficult time. Your sacrificesparish financially during this difficult time. Your sacrifices
and generosity are certainly recognized, and I am grateful.and generosity are certainly recognized, and I am grateful.

With prayers for your health, and God's abundantWith prayers for your health, and God's abundant
blessings,blessings,

Fr. PhilipFr. Philip


