
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

"Lord, You will show us the path of Life" (Psalm



16)

Acts 2:14, 22-33Acts 2:14, 22-33
Psalm 16Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:17-211 Peter 1:17-21

In 2012, Cardinal George wrote in an Easter homily, "If theIn 2012, Cardinal George wrote in an Easter homily, "If the
Earth is our mother, then the grave is our home, and the worldEarth is our mother, then the grave is our home, and the world
is a closed system turned in on itself. If Christ is risen from theis a closed system turned in on itself. If Christ is risen from the
grave and the Church is our mother, then our destiny reachesgrave and the Church is our mother, then our destiny reaches
beyond space and time, beyond what can be measured andbeyond space and time, beyond what can be measured and
controlled." controlled." In our world we human beings strive so very hardIn our world we human beings strive so very hard
to keep things under our control. The irony of this type of lifeto keep things under our control. The irony of this type of life
is that just when we think we've got it all figured out andis that just when we think we've got it all figured out and
under our control, something happens to show us how wrongunder our control, something happens to show us how wrong
we are. This becomes particularly apparent when we allow thewe are. This becomes particularly apparent when we allow the
cares of this world to deepen our human arrogance and divertcares of this world to deepen our human arrogance and divert
our gaze away from heaven, keeping us earthbound. our gaze away from heaven, keeping us earthbound. I thinkI think
our current circumstances and the circumstances in the Churchour current circumstances and the circumstances in the Church
illustrate this quite clearly.illustrate this quite clearly.

Because we share a fallen human nature, this was true evenBecause we share a fallen human nature, this was true even
during Jesus' day. In the first reading from the Acts of theduring Jesus' day. In the first reading from the Acts of the
Apostles, St. Peter is showing the Jews just how wrong theyApostles, St. Peter is showing the Jews just how wrong they
were in trying to put an end to Jesus and His mission. Hewere in trying to put an end to Jesus and His mission. He
assures them that while they tried to exert their control overassures them that while they tried to exert their control over
Jesus, even going so far as to put Him to death, God's willJesus, even going so far as to put Him to death, God's will
would not be thwarted because Jesus could not be held by thewould not be thwarted because Jesus could not be held by the
throes of death. In fact, St. Peter even reprimands them andthroes of death. In fact, St. Peter even reprimands them and
reminds them about God's sworn oath to Kind David that Hereminds them about God's sworn oath to Kind David that He
would set one of his descendants upon his throne. would set one of his descendants upon his throne. What aWhat a
tragic reveal when St. Peter and the other Apostles affirm thattragic reveal when St. Peter and the other Apostles affirm that
they are eyewitnesses to Jesus' rising from the dead, and it wasthey are eyewitnesses to Jesus' rising from the dead, and it was
not God's will nor the former prophecies that were thwarted,not God's will nor the former prophecies that were thwarted,
but rather the control the Jews attempted to exert over Jesusbut rather the control the Jews attempted to exert over Jesus
and His mission.and His mission.

A key problem the Jews had, in addition to their unbelief, thatA key problem the Jews had, in addition to their unbelief, that
led to their downfall was their lack of understanding ofled to their downfall was their lack of understanding of
Scripture. St. Peter breaks open for them what the ScripturesScripture. St. Peter breaks open for them what the Scriptures
said about Jesus to show them the gravity of what they did andsaid about Jesus to show them the gravity of what they did and
to beckon them towards repentance and conversion. Thoseto beckon them towards repentance and conversion. Those
who did were able to embark on a new life, walking with Jesuswho did were able to embark on a new life, walking with Jesus
who is always in control.who is always in control.

On the road to Emmaus, Jesus joins two disciples on theirOn the road to Emmaus, Jesus joins two disciples on their
journey and is moved by their downcast spirits. After listeningjourney and is moved by their downcast spirits. After listening
to them tell their story, incredulous at their slowness to believeto them tell their story, incredulous at their slowness to believe



all that the prophets foretold, He begins to interpret to them allall that the prophets foretold, He begins to interpret to them all
that was spoken about Him in the Scriptures. that was spoken about Him in the Scriptures. While they knewWhile they knew
the things He was saying, it wasn't until Jesus mad thesethe things He was saying, it wasn't until Jesus mad these
connections for them that it started to come alive. Thisconnections for them that it started to come alive. This
culminated at supper with them when He broke the bread andculminated at supper with them when He broke the bread and
was finally recognized by them. At that moment, faith andwas finally recognized by them. At that moment, faith and
hope turned to joy and elation as they returned quickly to thehope turned to joy and elation as they returned quickly to the
others to share with them what they had experienced and seen.others to share with them what they had experienced and seen.

Today's readings offer a profound lesson to all of us, namelyToday's readings offer a profound lesson to all of us, namely
that in order to truly experience Jesus in the sacrament of thethat in order to truly experience Jesus in the sacrament of the
Eucharist, we must first know Him personally and intimatelyEucharist, we must first know Him personally and intimately
within our heart. This relationship is what sustains us betweenwithin our heart. This relationship is what sustains us between
the times we are able to receive Him in the Eucharist andthe times we are able to receive Him in the Eucharist and
especially in our current time when we can't receive Him. Inespecially in our current time when we can't receive Him. In
addition, this relationship coupled with the grace we receiveaddition, this relationship coupled with the grace we receive
when able to receive the Eucharist helps us remain focused onwhen able to receive the Eucharist helps us remain focused on
heaven and not on the cares of this world.heaven and not on the cares of this world.

As Cardinal George put it, "If the earth is our mother, then theAs Cardinal George put it, "If the earth is our mother, then the
grave is our home...If Christ is risen from the grave and thegrave is our home...If Christ is risen from the grave and the
Church is our mother, then our destiny reaches beyond spaceChurch is our mother, then our destiny reaches beyond space
and time, beyond what can be measured and controlled."and time, beyond what can be measured and controlled."
Christ IS risen from the grave, and our destiny IS heaven. InChrist IS risen from the grave, and our destiny IS heaven. In
order for us to reach heaven, we must know Jesus intimately inorder for us to reach heaven, we must know Jesus intimately in
the heart. We must develop a relationship with Him thatthe heart. We must develop a relationship with Him that
moves us to empty ourselves of Self in order to love Himmoves us to empty ourselves of Self in order to love Him
above all things. Only then can we truly commune with Himabove all things. Only then can we truly commune with Him
in the sacrament of the Eucharist. That being said, could Godin the sacrament of the Eucharist. That being said, could God
be giving us this time of exile to work on that relationshipbe giving us this time of exile to work on that relationship
before we are able to return to receiving the Eucharist?before we are able to return to receiving the Eucharist?
(Something to ponder)(Something to ponder)

With prayers for your health and God's abundant blessings,With prayers for your health and God's abundant blessings,

Fr. PhilipFr. Philip


