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Welcome to St. Mary Parish!

It is a joy to walk with you as you begin your journey toward the Holy Matrimony. Marriage is a profound and sacred commitment, a visible sign of the love between Christ and his Church, and the love between a husband and wife. 
During this time of preparation, you will explore the rich meaning of a Catholic marriage, delve into your understanding of love and commitment, and discuss how to build a strong foundation for a lifetime of faithful partnership rooted in Christ. 
This document is intended to answer some basic questions regarding weddings at St. Mary Parish based on questions asked and different experiences through the years.
Please know of my prayers for you as you walk with Christ in preparation for the blessed Sacrament of Marriage.
	
 Rev. Nicholas Desimone, Pastor






Celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage

Initial Contact: Couples planning to be married should contact Diane Moriarty in the parish office at least one year prior to the proposed wedding date. An intake form will be completed and arrangements will be made to meet with the priest to discuss the wedding plans as well as the required pre-nuptial preparation and catechesis. 

Every couple is required to participate in a marriage retreat along with FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple, Communication, Understanding, and Study), a pre-marriage inventory which explores the interpersonal challenges of marriage and provides a context to explore the meaning of marriage as a sacrament. Each couple will be assigned a trained mentor couple from the parish to review the FOCCUS results with them.

Weddings may be celebrated in either the church of the bride, the church of the groom, or another church with the pastor’s permission. Non-parishioners of Saint Mary Church are welcome to celebrate their weddings here with their pastor’s permission and the expectation is that their parish priest will celebrate the wedding.

Scheduling: Weddings are typically celebrated on Saturdays, Sundays, or Friday evenings. A wedding may be scheduled any day of the week, provided it does not conflict with the parish schedule or liturgical law. Saturday weddings may be held between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm and Sunday weddings may be held between 2:00 pm and 6:00 pm.


The wedding rehearsal is normally held on the day or evening before the wedding, although it may be held a few days before the wedding. The date and time of the rehearsal should be set well in advance to avoid scheduling conflicts. No definite date for the wedding or rehearsal can be set in the parish calendar until the necessary paperwork has been initiated and payment has been received. 
Visiting Clergy: Typically, a parish priest or deacon presides at weddings celebrated at Saint Mary Church. However, families often have priests and deacons as relatives or friends and they are welcome to celebrate weddings here. It is parish policy that the marriage celebrant chosen by the couple completes all the necessary paperwork, assures pre-nuptial preparation, and conducts the wedding rehearsal.
Form of Celebration: When two Roman Catholics celebrate their wedding in the presence of a priest, the marriage liturgy usually includes the celebration of the Mass. The unity of the marriage covenant is highlighted through the bride and groom together sharing in the Eucharist. However, there may be a good reason for celebrating the wedding liturgy apart from the celebration of mass. The presiding priest will help make this determination.

Liturgical Music: The wedding liturgy is above all else a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the gift of the love that the bride and groom share together. The music and songs chosen for the ceremony are meant to unite those gathered in prayer. Non-religious and ‘pop’ songs are not appropriate for the liturgy and best reserved for the wedding reception. 
Our Music Director, Mr. Daniel Zabinski will meet with you at your earliest convenience to help you choose the musical selections for your ceremony. He will be happy to discuss the incorporation of other musical instruments if desired along with vocal accompaniment for the wedding liturgy. His contact info is at the back of this booklet. 
Photography and Videography: You are welcome to photograph and videograph before, during, and after the wedding liturgy. However, once the wedding party has taken its place in the church, it is important that photographers or videographers do not film or record from the sanctuary as this is disruptive. Please have the photographer and videographer review the details of the ceremony with the priest or deacon prior to the ceremony. 

Documents: Certain documents are required to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage in the Catholic Church and the couple is responsible for obtaining these documents. Except for the civil marriage license, these documents must be completed and returned to the priest of deacon preparing the couple for marriage at least two months, but not more than six months, before the wedding ceremony.
The receipt of these documents ensures that the marriage can be performed in the Catholic Church.

1. Baptism Certificate: You must obtain the full form of Baptismal Certificate. This can be obtained from the parish where you were baptized. Simply call or email the parish for this certificate. It must be stamped with the seal of the parish and dated within six months of the wedding. If one of the parties involved was baptized, but is not Catholic, a certificate of baptism must also be obtained.

2. Civil Marriage License: A civil marriage license must be obtained in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts within 60 days of the marriage and must be presented to the priest or deacon at the rehearsal. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires that the person officiating at a wedding be in possession of the marriage license at the time of the wedding. Licenses are obtained from any city or town clerk in the state and both parties must appear personally before the clerk.


3. Pastor’s Letter of Permission: Non-parishioners must obtain a letter giving the permission of their pastor for the wedding to take place at Saint Mary Church. 

4. Declaration of Nullity: If there was a previous Sacramental Marriage, a Declaration of Nullity must be obtained. The date for a wedding cannot be set until the Declaration of Nullity for any previous Sacramental Marriages has been obtained.
Flowers: You are welcome to adorn the sanctuary with flowers for the wedding liturgy. Please speak to Diane Moriarty regarding the appropriate placement of the flowers. You are also welcome to tie or affix “pew bows” provided they do no damage the wood surface of the pews. After the wedding ceremony, you are free to take the flowers with you or to leave them as a gift to the parish. 

Receptions: While an invitation is very much appreciated, please do not presume that the priest or deacon who is celebrating the wedding will be attending the reception, as parish duties may preclude his attendance. Please do not be offended.

Wedding Host(esses): St. Mary Church aims to provide two or three trained Wedding Host(esses) that will be available to assist you and your guests at the wedding rehearsal and the wedding ceremony.
Start Time: It is important that the rehearsal and wedding ceremony begin on time. This is a courtesy to your guests and avoids potential conflict with the schedules of those assisting at the wedding, including the clergy, musicians, and wedding host(esses). Often the church is in use immediately following the wedding, including Confessions at 3:45 pm on Saturdays.
Depending on time and schedules, a delayed start may mean there is not enough time for a full Mass, and a Liturgy of the Word will take place instead.
Dropping of Petals: The distribution of petals (real or imitation), rice, biodegradable products, or any other throwable items may NOT be dropped down the aisle or thrown inside the church or outside on the parish grounds, sidewalk, or parking lot. Clean-up is a concern and items can be harmful to birds and the environment. 
Alcohol Consumption: Consuming alcohol is not allowed anywhere on church grounds – inside or out. Canon law (church law) states that any bride or groom who arrives for their marriage ceremony intoxicated to the point of excess, cannot be married that day. Also, any member of the wedding party that arrives intoxicated to the point of excess will be asked to leave.
Other Practicalities: 
1. Smoking is not permitted anywhere on the parish grounds. 
2. Food, drinks, and chewing gum are not allowed in the church. 
3. To maintain an undistracted and reverent atmosphere, cell phone use is prohibited in the church.
4. Aisle runners are not permitted for reasons of insurance and safety. 
5. The unity candle is not permitted as part of the wedding liturgy at Saint Mary Church.
6. There are no changing rooms or facilities available to prepare the bridal party for the wedding ceremony.
7. Animals may not be part of the wedding.
8. No small children’s cars (motorized or otherwise) will be allowed to transport the flower girl or ring bearer in the procession or otherwise.






Schedule of Fees
Use of the Church: The schedule of fees is established by the Diocese of Worcester. The fees are meant to cover the materials used in Marriage preparation, costs incurred to use the church, and compensation for the presiding priest or deacon. 
			$350.00 for parishioners of St. Mary Church
			$450.00 for non-parishioners
Checks are made payable to Saint Mary Church and may be sent to: 77 Mendon Street, Uxbridge, MA 01569. Attention: Diane Moriarty. 
Music Director: The stipend for the Music Director is based on the policy of the Diocese of Worcester and in accordance with the guidelines of the American Guild of Organists. The stipend is remuneration for assistance in planning the music and providing musical accompaniment during the liturgy. 
The Music Director is responsible for overseeing all musicians involved in the parish. Should you choose to use your own musicians or singers, a stipend must still be paid to the Music Director. This is known as a bench fee and is standard in the industry.
$275.00 - Checks are made payable to Daniel Zabinski and deliverable at the time of the meeting with him. 
 
Cantors: $125.00 - Checks are to be made out to the Cantor who leads the sung parts and vocal accompaniment at your wedding and is deliverable at the time of your meeting with him or her. 
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