
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Who We Are  

Fifteenth century heroine Joan of Arc was canonized May 13, 1920.  In 
the following year, St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church was founded in a 
small, 600-seat Spanish mission-style church — unique in Indianapolis. 
Following the tradition of favoring distinctive architectural style, St. 
Joan of Arc’s new church was constructed in Roman basilica style, while 
most surrounding churches were gothic.  
 
Our parish community grew so quickly that the need for a new church 
soon became apparent. St. Joan of Arc boasted 800 parishioners in 
1922; in December 1929 when the new church was completed, that 
number had grown to 3,000. 
 
The St. Joan of Arc School opened in 1922 with 114 students.  
Enrollment has more than tripled since the school’s founding. Today, we 
are blessed with a community that continues to grow. In 2014 alone, 109 
new families joined our parish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As we prepare for further growth and approach our centennial celebration, our stunning building is in need of 
repair, refurbishment, reinforcement and restoration. We must honor the legacy and sacrifice of parishioners 
before us and enter our second century with loving stewardship of our sacred spaces.  
 

“St. Joan of Arc follows the Roman basilica style of architecture. It is the oldest style of Christian 
architecture and in many ways it is the most practical.”  

—Father Maurice F.  O’Connor, 1929 

 “I believe that the faith of many Catholics today 
would be strengthened by a deeper understanding of 
our basic beliefs… We need to find ways for people 
to find a place in the parish more easily, to make 
friends, and find a place to belong.”     

—Father Guy Roberts, 2014 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Our Need 

Repair, refurbishment, reinforcement and restoration. 
 
Our church, an architecturally significant, 85-year-old structure, is urgently in need of repair, refurbishment, 
reinforcement, and restoration. Now is the time to address our critical needs and position our church to embrace 
our future potential.  
 
Two years ago, the Centennial Facilities Usage Team made 
recommendations for church restoration, and as part of our planning 
phase, we conducted a feasibility study to measure our potential to 
address the needs.  
 
The feasibility study concluded that the church’s needs are dire, and 
parish support for a campaign to address those needs is strong. 
 
As a first critical step in church restoration, we will install an HVAC 
system to create a climate-controlled atmosphere in the church. This 
system will eliminate extreme heat, cold and humidity, which are 
destructive to the interior of the church, and create a more comfortable environment for parishioners. This 
climate control is necessary to preserve the interior, including the Stations of the Cross oil paintings. Additionally, 
a portion these funds will go to a maintenance endowment.  
 
The church is also in need of significant structural repairs and upgrades to walls, ceilings and the roof. We will 
remove the altar area sound tiles and vinyl wallpaper, repair the plaster, and paint the interior a neutral color. To 
preserve the painted images as well as the Stations of the Cross, we will patch and paint the entire interior of the 
church. We will also install a new epoxy terrazzo floor.  
 
Our “National Treasure” Pipe Organ is in disrepair and in immediate need for refurbishment and preservation.  
The choir area also requires general improvements to remain safe and functional. Additionally, the timeworn lead 
in the high (clerestory) windows is causing them to bow. These windows require re-leading to ensure safety.   
 
Many parishioners with disabilities are not able to enter the church independently or without great difficulty. As 
our parish community expands and diversifies, it is our sacred responsibility to provide access for all. Therefore, 
we have identified greater accessibility at the entry and around the facility as a crucial improvement need. Plans 
include a retrofit entry for easier access, more space in the pews, the ability to accommodate all parishioners as 
liturgical ministers, assistive listening devices, a redesign of the reconciliation room and a retrofit of the restrooms. 
New ADA-compliant renovations will accommodate all parishioners in the Parish Office Center. 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The lighting in the nave, altar and tray above the altar need improvements. The electrical structure must be 
enhanced to present standards to accommodate the new HVAC system, the new lighting and the organ upgrade. 
We will install noise-reducing kneelers, remove and clean the pews and repair crumbling sidewalks.  
 
The Centennial Facilities Usage Team identified additional improvements and restorations, which we will be able 
to accomplish once we reach the stretch goal of $7.8 million: 

 General school building upgrades, a space-planning solution, lintel repair and window replacement  

 Priest Housing Endowment  

 Elevator in the Parish Office Center 

 Electronic entry system  

 Improvements to the pavement, site lighting, signage and the landscape 
 

Budget and Funding Plan 
The preliminary cost estimate for this project is $5 million, with a stretch goal of $7.8 million. The Centennial 
Capital Campaign provides every parish family with the opportunity to make a sacrificial commitment over a 
three- to five-year period. The following project budget is in priority order. 
 

Project Budget 
HVAC 
   Church Utility Endowment 

$650,000 
$250,000 

$650,000 
$370,000 

Freshen Interior $664,000 $664,000 

Floors $335,000 $335,000 

Organ Repair $245,000 $465,000 

Clerestory Windows $440,000 $440,000 

ADA Accessibility $100,000 $100,000 

Electrical $72,535 $72,535 

Lighting $175,000 $175,000 

Pews/Kneelers $130,000 $130,000 

School Upgrades  $900,000 

Parish Office Center $150,000 $500,000 

Property $35,000 $390,000 

Contingency (20%) $649,307 $1,014,307 

Design Services (7%) $227,257 $355,007 

General Contracting (20%) $649,307 $1,014,307 

Fundraising  $227,500 $227,500 

TOTAL $5,000,000 $7,800,000 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Our Vision for the Future 

Our strategic plan, approved in 2011, calls for Communication, 
Faith Formation and Catholic Stewardship.  
 
Among the objectives in this plan are greater visibility of St. Joan of 
Arc in the region, spiritual growth of our Catholic community, 
engagement of parishioners and strong stewardship of our 
resources, church and parish. 
 
The necessary restoration of our church supports these 
imperatives by engaging parishioners, caring for our facility, 
preparing for growth and enhancing SJOA’s community visibility. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

We commit to growing closer to God, 
seek to be a welcoming presence to 
all, develop and share the gifts and 

talents we possess, take our place in 
the parish community, and put God 
first by giving a planned portion of 

our income on a regular basis. 
—St. Joan of Arc Vision Statement 

Artist’s rendering of new church interior 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Our Calling 

It is our responsibility today to build for future generations of the Catholic faithful, and this restoration will 
generously provide for our vibrant and growing community. The St. Joan of Arc Centennial Campaign will allow 
for every single member of our faith community to participate in the Masses for the exaltation of Christ.  
 
We now take the very exciting step of approaching you, our congregation, to seek your aid in support of this 
project. We will reach and exceed our goal to raise $5 million if we are blessed with the participation of every 
parish family. 
 

How you can help 
We recognize that all of our treasures are gifts from God. The Gospel asks us 
to give back part of the gifts in thanksgiving for God’s generosity and 
goodness to us. Moreover, gifts to the campaign are an opportunity to share 
the wonder and love of our faith with our children, grandchildren, friends, 
neighbors and future generations. 
 
Our hope is that you will join us, through a gift of significance and sacrifice, 
to complete our shared dream of revitalizing and expanding our house of 
worship to meet the needs of our spiritual community. 
 

Many ways to give 
The campaign seeks pledges payable over a three- to five-year period. The campaign’s pledge redemption plans 
afford great flexibility, and gifts and pledge payments may be made in any number of ways. Pledges and outright 
gifts may be paid by check, stock, or credit card. Pledges are written statements of intent made in good faith and 
importantly allow the parish to plan for expenditures related to construction. 
 
A campaign is an extraordinary and rare opportunity to make a sacrificial gift in addition to your regular offertory. 
Your gift will ensure that St. Joan of Arc continues to provide for the current and future needs of our community. 
It is only through God’s grace and prayer that we can unite our efforts in a spirit of sacrifice to address these 
important challenges with resounding success. 

“And whoever sows generously, will also reap generously.” 
—2 Corinthians 9:6 


