
Parish Staff   

           Father Martin Bourke (360) 333-5244                               

         fathermartin@visitationchurch.org                                         

                                                                              

 Deacon Mike Teskey: Pastoral Support  

      deaconmike@visitationchurch.org    

               Jeannine Wargo: PA for Administration            

   admin@visitationchurch.org                                 

 Erica Minneman: Music Director                               

   erica@visitationchurch.org     

 Rebecca Braun: PA for Faith Formation      

   rebecca@visitationchurch.org                                                                                                

 Kathy McSperitt: PA for Communications  

                      bulletin@visitationchurch.org       

 

              

   

             All closed until further notice                                  

Food Bank: T & Thurs 10am - Noon                        

Sandwich Ministry:  T & Thurs 10am - Noon                            

       Voucher Assistance: T & Thurs 10am - Noon           

 By appointment only and subject to availability 
Proof of residence & photo ID required.                                                                                

Current Driver’s License with matching Car                                          

registration required for Gas vouchers.                                                              

Serving active, registered Parishioners and the                                             

98409 zip code only                                                                                       

 No Utility or Rental assistance offered.             

Phone (253) 473-4960       

www.VisitationChurch.org                                                           

3314 So 58th Street                                                                      

Tacoma, WA 98409                                                          

Office Hours                                       

Mon-Fri: 10:00am–4pm                                  

Parish Offices Closed  

Ministries to the Poor                                      

Phone: (253) 474-0835                          

April 05, 2020    

For Emergencies call (253) 473-4960                                                                           

For additional information on: Sacramental Prep.                                  

requirements, registration forms, Bulletins and 

more  information about us please visit our       

website www.VisitationChurch.org   

      VISITATION STEM ACADEMY                                                  
       Phone (253) 474-6424                                                                    

        Fax (253) 474-6718                                         

www.VisitationStemAcademy.org      

    Marc Nuno: Principal          
 nunom@visitationschool.net                                                                                                                                     

      Margie Mykland: Admin. Assist.                                   
 mylandm@visitationschool.net 

         Closed until April 24, 2020 

All Masses suspended and Parish Office closed  

Until Further Notice per Archbishop Etienne         

of Seattle, in support of the Directive of the      

Governor of Washington and in precaution of      

the Coronavirus.  

Please contact the Parish Office to arrange               

for Private Worship and Confession times.  All         

messages are received with calls returned. 

For updates regarding the COVID-19 virus you can       

access this government website:                                                     

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.       

html                                                                                                     

Or WA State website: https://coronavirus.wa.gov/  



 

 

Rev Martin Bourke                                                     

Church of the Visitation  360 333-5244 

     Homily given by Pope Benedict XVI in 2011.                                                                                         
Dear young people! 

It is a moving experience each year on Palm Sunday as we go up the mountain with Jesus, towards the Temple,                 
accompanying him on his ascent. On this day, throughout the world and across the centuries, young people and people of 
every age acclaim him, crying out: “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

But what are we really doing when we join this procession as part of the throng which went up with Jesus to Jerusalem and 
hailed him as King of Israel? Is this anything more than a ritual, a quaint custom? Does it have anything to do with the reality 
of our life and our world? To answer this, we must first be clear about what Jesus himself wished to do and actually did. After 
Peter’s confession of faith in Caesarea Philippi, in the northernmost part of the Holy Land, Jesus set out as a pilgrim towards 
Jerusalem for the feast of Passover. He was journeying towards the Temple in the Holy City, towards that place which for    
Israel ensured in a particular way God’s closeness to his people. He was making his way towards the common feast of       
Passover, the memorial of Israel’s liberation from Egypt and the sign of its hope of definitive liberation. He knew that what 
awaited him was a new Passover and that he himself would take the place of the sacrificial lambs by offering himself on the 
cross. He knew that in the mysterious gifts of bread and wine he would give himself for ever to his own, and that he would 
open to them the door to a new path of liberation, to fellowship with the living God. He was making his way to the heights of 
the Cross, to the moment of self-giving love. The ultimate goal of his pilgrimage was the heights of God himself; to those 
heights he wanted to lift every human being. 

Our procession today is meant, then, to be an image of something deeper, to reflect the fact that, together with Jesus, we are      
setting out on pilgrimage along the high road that leads to the living God. This is the ascent that matters. This is the journey 
which Jesus invites us to make. But how can we keep pace with this ascent? Isn’t it beyond our ability? Certainly, it is beyond 
our own possibilities. From the beginning men and women have been filled – and this is as true today as ever with a desire to 
“be like God”, to attain the heights of God by their own powers. All the inventions of the human spirit are ultimately an effort 
to gain wings so as to rise to the heights of Being and to become independent, completely free, as God is free. Mankind has 
managed to accomplish so many things: we can fly! We can see, hear and speak to one another from the farthest ends of    
the earth. And yet the force of gravity which draws us down is powerful. With the increase of our abilities there has been an 
increase not only of good. Our possibilities for evil have increased and appear like menacing storms above history. Our      
limitations have also remained: we need but think of the disasters which have caused so much suffering for humanity in      
recent months. 

The Fathers of the Church maintained that human beings stand at the point of intersection between two gravitational fields. 
First, there is the force of gravity which pulls us down – towards selfishness, falsehood and evil; the gravity which diminishes 
us and distances us from the heights of God. On the other hand there is the gravitational force of God’s love: the fact that     
we are loved by God and respond in love attracts us upwards. Man finds himself betwixt this twofold gravitational force;     
everything depends on our escaping the gravitational field of evil and becoming free to be attracted completely by the        
gravitational force of God, which makes us authentic, elevates us and grants us true freedom. 

Following the Liturgy of the Word, at the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer where the Lord comes into our midst, the Church 
invites us to lift up our hearts: “Sursum corda!” In the language of the Bible and the thinking of the Fathers, the heart is the 
centre of man, where understanding, will and feeling, body and soul, all come together. The centre where spirit becomes body 
and body becomes spirit, where will, feeling and understanding become one in the knowledge and love of God. This is the 
“heart” which must be lifted up. But to repeat: of ourselves, we are too weak to lift up our hearts to the heights of God. We 
cannot do it. The very pride of thinking that we are able to do it on our own drags us down and estranges us from God.       
God himself must draw us up, and this is what Christ began to do on the cross. He descended to the depths of our human 
existence in order to draw us up to himself, to the living God. He humbled himself, as today’s second reading says. Only in 
this way could our pride be vanquished: God’s humility is the extreme form of his love, and this humble love draws us        
upwards. 

Psalm 24, which the Church proposes as the “song of ascent” to accompany our procession in today’s liturgy, indicates some         
concrete elements which are part of our ascent and without which we cannot be lifted upwards: clean hands, a pure heart, 
the rejection of falsehood, the quest for God’s face. The great achievements of technology are liberating and contribute to the 
progress of mankind only if they are joined to these attitudes – if our hands become clean and our hearts pure, if we seek 
truth, if we seek God and let ourselves be touched and challenged by his love. All these means of “ascent” are effective only if 
we humbly acknowledge that we need to be lifted up; if we abandon the pride of wanting to become God. We need God: he 
draws us upwards; letting ourselves be upheld by his hands – by faith, in other words – sets us aright and gives us the inner 
strength that raises us on high. We need the humility of a faith which seeks the face of God and trusts in the truth of his love. 

The question of how man can attain the heights, becoming completely himself and completely like God, has always engaged       
mankind. It was passionately disputed by the Platonic philosophers of the third and fourth centuries. For them, the central 
issue was finding the means of purification which could free man from the heavy load weighing him down and thus enable 
him to ascend to the heights of his true being, to the heights of divinity. Saint Augustine, in his search for the right path,    
long sought guidance from those philosophies. But in the end he had to acknowledge that their answers were insufficient, 
their methods would not truly lead him to God. To those philosophers he said: recognize that human power and all these    
purifications are not enough to bring man in truth to the heights of the divine, to his own heights. And he added that he 
should have despaired of himself and human existence had he not found the One who accomplishes what we of ourselves 
cannot accomplish; the One who raises us up to the heights of God in spite of our wretchedness: Jesus Christ who from God 
came down to us and, in his crucified love, takes us by the hand and lifts us on high. 

We are on pilgrimage with the Lord to the heights. We are striving for pure hearts and clean hands, we are seeking truth, we 
are seeking the face of God. Let us show the Lord that we desire to be righteous, and let us ask him: Draw us upwards! Make 
us pure! Grant that the words which we sang in the processional psalm may also hold true for us; grant that we may be part 
of the generation which seeks God, “which seeks your face, O God of Jacob” (cf. Ps 24:6). Amen. 



Surely the following poem by  Cardinal 

Newman must continue to inspire 

priests down through the coming years 

as it has in the past. The words may 

seem archaic but the spiritual content 

still touches the Soul.                              

        Lead Kindly Light 

Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling 

gloom,  
Lead Thou me on!  

The night is dark, and I am far from 

home--  

Lead Thou me on!  

Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see  

The distant scene--one step enough for 

me. 

I was not ever thus, nor prayed that 

Thou  

Shouldst lead me on.  

I loved to choose and see my path; but 

now,  

Lead Thou me on!  

I loved the garish day, and, spite of 

fears,  

Pride ruled my will: remember not past 

years. 

So long Thy power hath blessed me, 

sure it still  

Will lead me on,  

O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and tor-

rent, till  

The night is gone;  

And with the morn those angel faces 

smile  

Which I have loved long since, and lost 

awhile.     * Cardinal Newman                      

  Fr. Martin Bourke 

April 05, 2020                

MONDAY,  APRIL 06 

Is 42:1-7  Jn 12:1-11                                   

 TUESDAY,  APRIL 07                                  
Is 49:1-6  Jn 13:21-33,36-38 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 08                     
Is 50:4-9a  Mt 26:14-25  

Triduum Begins 

MANDY THURSDAY,  APRIL 09                                 
Ex 121-8,11-14 1 Cor 11-23   

Jn 13:1-15                                                     

GOOD FRIDAY February,  APRIL 10              
Is 52:13-53:12  Heb 4:14-16,5:7-9        

Jn 18:1-19:42  

HOLY SATURDAY,  APRIL 11 

Easter Vigil 

 SUNDAY,  APRIL 12  

EASTER SUNDAY                                                  

Special Prayer Intention:                                                                            

For those who are suffering in the      

current coronavirus outbreak, that they 

might be healed, and for the happy     

repose of all who have died from this 

sickness in recent weeks.                                

For all the Doctors, Nurses and                        

caregivers. That they be strengthen by 

the Grace of God in their courage and 

sacrifices they and their famines are 

making through the selfless gifts of 

time and talents shared. 

Margaret Mitchell, Mick Flynn,           

Brad Bowles, Maxine Campbell,                  

Scotty Steffan, Philip Stumpf,           

Rose Ann Berntsen, Sabina Lockhart,  

Norma Marchesini, Peter Pagano,     

Gene Hall, Stephanie Gray, Joan Nyhus, 

Ceasar Gatbunton, Julie Dowling,       

Eduardo Elizaga, Simon McDonald,    

Marsha Grimwood, Paul Silone,         

Earnest  Melvin,  Robert Bridges                                                                 

Our Homebound & for those whose        

suffering  is known only to God.    

For all Military and their families.                

A Challenge:  Name 3 times in your 

life when God’s love for you was          

apparent and He gave you the 

Strength to carry on.  Did others             

notice your courage?  Did you praise 

God for His support? 

 Palm Sunday of the Passion          
of the Lord.                                                                                                                                                                                 

        
We are in year A of the three year 
cycle of readings. There is much to 

take our attention. Allow me to focus 
on a person not in the passion      

narrative, but just before we start 
today.  

It is the story of the anointing at 
Bethany. A woman whose name we 
do not know came to Jesus as he 
was being hosted by a man called 
Simon the Leper.  

Normally a criminal would not be 
anointed before his death, but the 
woman ignores this and proceeds to 
use this expensive ointment on the 
head of Jesus.  

In modern terms we could see this 
as extreme unction before death, but 
there is another possible meaning.  

Anointing took place when someone 
became a king. If my memory is right 
King David was anointed three       
different times. 

We have a left over aspect of this is 
in the Ordination of Bishops who are 
anointed on the head as they take    
on the responsibility and role of a 
Bishop. 

We could understand this as an 
anointing of Jesus before he         
becomes Christ/Messiah/Savior. 

Also the work of a woman at the time 
of Jesus was not recognized, yet he 
promised that what she has done will 
be remembered after his death. It 
continues to be. 

The backdrop to her action was the 
disciples falling asleep in the garden 
of Gethsemane, Judas betraying 
him, Peter denying him and John 
being the only disciple under the 
cross. 

Surely this woman acted more as a 
disciple than the men.          

 Fr. Martin Bourke 

Please place any donations 

to the Parish in the US Mail 

or in Parish Office mail slot. 

 For those wishing to       

 simplify their giving,        

   On-Line giving is a great  

   alternative. No check 

writing or remembering               

envelopes. See the Parish        

Website:         

www.VisitationChurch.org                                     
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253.572.6003 • GaffneyCares.com
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Pursuing 
the Highest 

Quality 
Steve Keller  253-564-2292

Dennis Twichel-Attorney
dennistwichellaw.com

“Getting a traffic ticket 
is not a sin, so call me to 
keep it off your record.”

253-228-1719
djtattorney@comcast.net

4700 PT. FOSDICK DR. NW,  
GIG HARBOR

peninsulafamilydentist.com

Thomas Duffy, DDS
253-525-4050

2.97 x 1.097 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.97 x 0.986 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Providing Care in the Home? 
Pierce County Family Caregiver Support Program 

253-798-4600  –  www.PierceADRC.org 
We support caregivers with . . .  
   ✓ Respite  ✓ Adaptive Equipment ✓ Housekeeping 
   ✓ Disease Education ✓ Caregiver Self-Care ✓ Counseling 

 

Providing Care in the Home? 
Pierce County Family Caregiver Support Program 

253-798-4600  –  www.PierceADRC.org 
   ✓ Respite  ✓ Adaptive Equipment ✓ Housekeeping 
   ✓ Disease Education ✓ Caregiver Self-Care ✓ Counseling 
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Vu Nguyen
425-207-8791
910 Houser Way S.
Renton, WA 98057
vunguyen4@allstate.com

Save time
and money.
I’ll make
it easy.

Based on coverage selected. Savings vary. Subjects to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and 
Casualty Insurance Co., 2775 Sanders Rd., Northbrook, IL 60062. © 2019 Allstate Insurance Co.

Nearing retirement or currently retired?

We specialize in:
o Balanced Retirement Income Planning
o Social Security Strategies
o Medicare and Long Term Care Advice
o Safe Money Investment Advice
o Life Insurance Planning & Review

CR Financial Services
Insurance and Financial Planning for young and old

Call  Chuck Sampair • 206-429-3694
For Free Consultation and Retirement Income Analysis Report

Or visit our website at: www.crfinancial.com

Retirement Security Planners, Inc.
Comprehensive Income Planning.  Wealth
Preservation & Asset Growth

Kirk J. Wald  President
University Place, WA
Direct (253) 209-2000
kirk@RSP4U.com
Protect, Grow and Enjoy Your Wealth --
On Your Terms ©

Contact Michelle Jacobs to place an ad today! 
mjacobs@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5899


