
Blessed Sacrament ▪ Saint Boniface ▪ Saint Mary’s
The Southeast Rochester Catholic Community

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting (via Zoom)
 May 24, 2021 7:00PM

1. Opening Prayer:  Amy Voelkl

2. Review and approval of minutes: (attached)

3. Open Discussion and Check In and reflection by members. 

4. Taskforce Reports:
Facilities: Bernie Heveron  

5. Amy and Julie Open meeting committee recommendations update  

 Post pictures of the Council members (grouped by parish) with name and email*
 Feature one PPC member in the weekly email blasts.
 This web page could also include links to the recorded meetings and the meeting minutes.
 Create a general PPC mailbox for people to send questions or concerns*
 Publish agenda for upcoming meetings.
 New member orientation

6. Parish Census 

7. Update on reopening and attendance at masses and others
a.  Changes to procedures at weekend Masses following new guidance from CDC, NY State,
and Diocese. (See Fr. John’s notice to parish – Attachment A)
a.  Weekend Masses, attendance and discussions of possible changes in the schedule 

(see Fr. John’s comments – Attachment B)
b.  Daily Masses

8. Catholic Ministries Appeal
9. Report on outcome of discernment for selection of Parish Council Members; Scheduling New Member 
Orientation
10. June council meeting plans :

 June 28,2021 Meeting at 7 PM
 Catering by Linda Czajkowski or BYO to be determined at May meeting
 This will be a social meeting at St Mary's where would have an indoor facility at the Dugan Center available if there is 

rain. 
 This will primarily be a social meeting with having minutes approved in advance and the only business would be: 

election of officers  and scheduling for PPC meetings at the June gathering.(Bring your calendars) 
 Due to Covid restrictions so we can plan accordingly : Please privately let me know if you have completed vaccination 
 The meeting will be limited to Fr John, Diane Pawlik, 11 current members (including Andrew Miller) and the 3 new 

parish council members: total 16

11. Reports from Council Members on Ministries :
May 24,2021

Julie Miller - staff contact is Fr. Mike Mayer, fr.mike.mayer@dor.org unless otherwise listed. 

 Alternative Christmas Fair

mailto:fr.mike.mayer@dor.org


 Angel Committee
 Angel Tree
 Christmas Giving Tree

Follow up on ROC ACTS request and RAIHN

12. Closing Prayer: Amy Voelkl

Next Meeting: June 28, 2021



Attachment A:  Changes to procedures at weekend Masses following new guidance from CDC, NY State 
and Diocese

A Note from Fr. John

Regarding Changes in Procedures at Mass

As you are aware, on May 13, 2021, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued 
interim Public Health Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated People. Effective Wednesday, May 19, 
2021, New York State has accepted this guidance and updated its own rules and regulations, but with 
some additional caveats. At the end of the workday on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, Bishop Matano issued a 
memo indicating how these would affect the previously issued Diocesan Policies for the Celebration of 
Holy Mass during the Coronavirus Pandemic. After consulting with our parish staff, other pastors and 
those in healthcare, this is how we will proceed for our weekend Masses at least for this Pentecost 
weekend:

1. Reservations are not required.

2. Continue to enter our church buildings through the side entrances only at St. Boniface and Blessed 
Sacrament; and the Court St. side of the front entrance at St. Mary’s.

3. No check-in lists.

4. Continue to require everyone to wear a face mask or face covering while in church. This protects 
everyone who has not been vaccinated, including children under 12, who cannot be vaccinated yet. Also, 
we avoid needing to verify anyone’s vaccination status. Also, having everyone masked allows vaccinated 
and non-vaccinated to pass by one another with reduced risk and anxiety for all concerned.  I anticipate 
that we will get some pushback on having to wear masks. But I hope that we all can recognize that this is 
fundamentally about offering self-sacrificing love to those who remain vulnerable to this disease.

5. Continue sanitizing hands on the way into church.

6. Continue showing people to their seat in either a “No social distancing” or separate “Social distancing”
section. The presumption is that those who are vaccinated will sit in the “No social distancing” section 
allowing us to increase seating capacity significantly.

7. Divide the church in half, down the center aisle. One side “No social distancing” – nothing taped off; 
everyone can sit right next to everyone else, filling rows as needed. Half the church allows for 275 seats 
at St. Mary’s and St. Boniface, and 375 seats at Blessed Sacrament, just in the non-social distancing 
sections. With the exception of the earlier Masses on Christmas Eve and perhaps some Easter morning 
Masses, we usually don’t get crowds this big. The other side “Social distancing” – taped off; households/
bubbles seated a minimum of six feet apart. Please note that nine families attended the 11:00am Mass at 
Blessed Sacrament this past Sunday with children who are not old enough to be vaccinated. We need to 
be sure to welcome and accommodate these families that have just started returning to church in the last 
few months and weeks.

8. Continue our Communion procedures. Eucharist offered only by host in the hand. Designated ministers
invite people up section by section, maintaining six-feet between households. After receiving in the hand, 
moving a safe distance before lowering mask, consuming the host, replacing mask and returning to one’s 
seat.

9. Continue with established dismissal procedures. Designated ministers dismissing pew-by-pew from 
back to front, exiting through designated front entrances of church.



This is a fluid situation. Things may change or require adjustment as we move forward. But I believe that 
this is the best approach for now as we help people adjust to these changes and assess how these new 
procedures are working. Thank you for your support and cooperation as we make these changes. We 
appreciate your continued patience and cooperation in these challenging times. Working together with the
gift of the Holy Spirit, we will be fine and get through this.

May the gift of Holy Spirit dwelling within each of us lead to a renewal of our church and the fullness of 
joy!

            Yours,

                  Fr. John



Attachment:  Possible Changes to Weekend Mass Schedule

Cory and Pat,

I would like to have a discussion at our next PPC meeting about what Masses we might consider adding 
to our Sunday Mass schedule.

Acknowledging that this is a fluid situation, especially as we await further instructions from NY State and
the Diocese of Rochester following the recent CDC guidance on facemasks and social distancing for 
those who have been vaccinated, I am working with the parish staff looking at adding more Masses to our
weekend schedule starting in July. 

There is one catch to this planning.  Chelsea Barton’s last day with us is Sunday, June 20, 2021.  
Margaret Mary Owens is willing and able to cover our current schedule of four Masses for us beyond that
point.  However, it would be impossible for Margaret to be at overlapping Masses in two different 
churches.  I will be posting the position on the Diocesan website on Monday, and I have a few leads that I
am pursuing as well.  If the right person turns up, I would move to hire them.  And having this second 
music minister would allow us to add Sunday Masses.  Regardless of how quickly this is resolved, we 
need to do some planning for adding more Masses.  So, I would propose that we get on with it.

Some parameters to consider in creating a schedule of Masses:

1. Up to six Masses total - With two assigned priests (Fr. John and Fr. Mike) each presiding at three;
Having achieved Senior Status (Retired), Fr. Ed is free to travel and sometimes called upon to 
cover in emergency situations (like at St. Christopher’s for several months as temporary Pastoral 
Administrator; and recently at Assumption and Resurrection helping to cover daily Masses 
following the unexpected passing of Fr. Heyman), or to cover for priests going on vacation or 
retreat.   Only two priests should be required to cover our schedule.  

2. At a minimum, there needs to be one and one-half hours between start of one Mass and the next 
Mass to be covered by the same priest.  For example, in pre-pandemic times, it was possible for 
the same priest to preside at the 9:00am at St. Boniface and the 10:30am at St. Mary’s.

3. Using three church sites equitably if not exactly equally - Pre-pandemic, we had two at each 
church site; having three or four Masses at one site would probably be hard to sell to the whole 
parish.

Our current schedule is:

Sat.        4:00pm at St. Mary’s
Sun.       9:00am at St. Boniface
                11:00am at Blessed Sacrament
                5:00pm at St. Boniface

Our pre-pandemic schedule was:

Sat.        4:00pm at St. Mary’s
                5:00pm at St. Boniface
Sun.       9:00am at St. Boniface
                10:00am at Blessed Sacrament
                10:30am at St. Mary’s
                12:15pm at Blessed Sacrament



 

Current Mass attendance:

Sun. 11:00am at Blessed Sacrament tends to fill up past the 100 reservations with walk-ins reaching a 
max of 120-125

Sun. 9:00am at St. Boniface is starting to fill up consistently past the 75 reservation with walk-ins 
reaching 85-90

Sat. 4:00pm at St. Mary’s is filling up, but not nearing maximum on a consistent basis

Sun. 5:00pm at St. Boniface tends to get around 40 attendees

Options to consider in adjusting the current schedule:

1. Sun. 10:30am at St. Mary’s - Sunday morning Masses seem to attract larger numbers; adds a 
Sunday Mass at St. Mary’s; adds a second Mass at St. Mary’s

2. Sun. 8:30am at Blessed Sacrament  Sunday morning Masses seem to attract larger numbers;�   
adds a second Mass to Blessed Sacrament;  rather than the pre-pandemic late midmorning 
(10:00am) and early afternoon (12:15pm) Masses, would an early morning Mass be more 
attractive in the summer?

3. Sun. 5:00pm at St. Boniface  leave this as is; more people may be looking for a later Sunday �
Mass in the summer as they get back into town following vacations or after a full weekend of 
activities;  please consider whether this is an option that your family or others that you know in 
the parish might take advantage of.

4. Sat. 5:00pm at St. Boniface  restore this Mass in place of the Sun. 5:00pm Mass at St. �
Boniface; a few parishioners have been asking for its return.

5. Restore the complete pre-pandemic schedule of six Masses as listed above  this would allow us �
to welcome everyone back to what they were already familiar with.

6. Other suggested changes that any member may proposed?  This might involve some sort of a mix
of current and pre-pandemic Mass times.

I would ask all of our PPC members to give this some thought in preparation for our meeting on Monday, 
May 24.  As you think about the various options, please consider which Masses that you might choose to 
attend on a regular basis.  Also, please consider what you may have been hearing from other parishioners 
about the times and locations of Masses that they are looking for.  Another factor to consider is whether 
we add just one Mass at a time, or so we jump right up to a full six Mass schedule.  And please look at 
this as an opportunity for us to think creatively.

I would ask all of our PPC members to give this some thought in preparation for our meeting on Monday, 
May 24.  As you think about the various options, please consider which Masses that you might choose to 
attend on a regular basis.  Also, please consider what you may have been hearing from other parishioners 
about the times and locations of Masses that they are looking for.  Another factor to consider is whether 



we add just one Mass at a time, or so we jump right up to a full six Mass schedule.  And please look at 
this as an opportunity for us to think creatively.

Lastly, I realize that setting Masses times can be challenging and difficult.  We probably will not come up
with the perfect schedule that is going to please everyone.  But, hopefully, we can talk it through and 
reach a consensus on a schedule that makes most sense for our parish community in the present 
circumstances.

I appreciate everyone taking some time to consider this before our next PPC meeting.

Yours,

Fr. John


