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Executive Summary 

 

The purpose of this executive summary is to provide parishioners with an overview of the results of the 

survey conducted in June and July 2021 on Mass time and location preferences. The raw data is 

available in more detail, but the attached slides summarize the results in an easy-to-read format. The 

final decision will be guided not only by the survey results but also other factors, such as 

registered/contributing households, Mass attendance and availability of priests.  

As with so much in over a year and a half, the implementation of any changes and plans is contingent on 

the fluid nature of the COVID pandemic.  As we are discovering with the effects of the delta variant, our 

progress out of the restrictions associated with combatting the pandemic and the return to “normal” is 

anything but a straight line to ever improving conditions.  Until the whole world moves beyond the 

pandemic, we will be dealing with its effects for some undetermined time to come. 

This Mass survey is part of a larger strategic planning process, started by Parish Pastoral Council prior to 

onset of the COVID pandemic, looking at parish ministries and facilities that seeks to assess the needs 

and a path forward for our community, keeping in mind the declining trends in attendance and 

participation by the faithful and the declining availability of priests over the next few years in our 

diocese.   

We received 270 responses, which represents about 14% of registered households and about 36% 

percent of contributing households (those who receive a contribution statement in January every year 

from the parish).  

Slide 5 breaks down the demographics of the respondents. While we would like to have had more 

participation across all age groups, the makeup of the respondents skews heavily to those who are 65 

and older. 

The results of the survey with respect to both Mass timeframes and locations was that most 

respondents would like to return to the time and location of their pre-COVID Mass. Slide 7 highlights 

that the community at large gravitated toward a Saturday evening Mass, and a Sunday mid-morning 

Mass. Slide 8 breaks down the Mass timeframe preferences at each of our three churches: 

• Preferences at Blessed Sacrament are for Sunday morning with a larger cluster around the 9:30-

10:30 am timeframe and a smaller but significant cluster toward the 11:00-noon timeframe.  

• Preferences for St. Boniface are for a Saturday Mass in the 4:00-5:30 pm timeframe, as well as a 

Sunday morning Mass in the early (8:00-9:00 am) to midmorning (9:30-10:30 am) timeframe.  

• Preferences at St. Mary’s are for a Saturday Mass in the 4:00-5:30 pm timeframe, as well as a 

Sunday morning Mass around the 9:30-10:30 am timeframe.  

In the community at large, as well as at each specific location, respondents were much more flexible 

regarding time.  This is consistent with the survey responses that showed 78% are both willing and able 

to adjust for time, but 89% have a strong preference for location and only 52% and 68% are willing and 

able to adjust for location, respectively. 



 

 

Yet, it is apparent that with declining attendance and participation trends and the declining number of 

priests, it would be unrealistic to try to sustain our pre-pandemic model of multiple Masses in multiple 

churches that are attended by a fraction of actual seating capacity and that occur at overlapping times.  

In the Diocese of Rochester, church consolidations and closings have been occurring on a regular and 

accelerating basis. In 2000, there were 167 parishes in the 12 counties of our Diocese. In 2010, there 

were 115 parishes. And currently, there are 86 parishes in the diocese. These 86 parishes require 66 

pastor appointments. Yet, there are just 58 diocesan priests under the age of 70, 32 between the ages of 

70-75, and 51 over the age of 75 (the “retirement” age has been gradually moving from 70 to 75). 

This is not unique to the Diocese of Rochester. The Dioceses of Albany and Buffalo are considering plans 

that would group 128 parishes in 28 families of parishes and 161 parishes in 36 families of parishes 

respectively.   

Based on a thoughtful review of all this information, we, the members of the Parish Pastoral Council, 

make the following recommendations: 

Recommendation 1: Proposed Mass schedule when there is only one assigned priest to parish (future): 

• One Saturday evening Mass, perhaps at a compromise time of 4:30 pm that rotates between 

two sites across a 6-month block of time. 

• Three Sunday morning Masses spaced at least 1 ½ hours apart so that one priest could preside 

at all the Masses with adequate travel time between sites. 

o Please note:  while 1 ½ hours between Masses at multiple sites is doable, it will limit the 

priest’s interactions with parishioners and staff before and after Mass and leaves the 

priest feeling rushed. 

Recommendation 2: Proposed Mass schedule while there are still two priests assigned to the parish 

(interim step): 

• One Saturday evening Mass, perhaps at a compromise time of 4:30 pm that rotates between 

two sites [St. Boniface and St. Mary’s*] across a 6-month block of time. 

• Four Sunday morning Masses:  

• 9:00am [St. Boniface*]; 9:30am [Blessed Sacrament*]; 10:30am [St. Mary’s*]; 

12:00noon [Blessed Sacrament*]  

*understood to be these locations, although not a part of the formal recommendation.  

When given the choice of more Masses or additional priest presence at Mass, the data was clear that 

more Masses are preferred. There was some flexibility in willingness to go to other worship sites. Some 

parishioners noted challenges with regard to lighting and acoustics in some of our churches, and 

transportation and parking issues were cited as challenges at all our churches.  

We hope this information is useful to you and that you will ask any questions or seek to review the 

information as you seek greater understanding. The PowerPoint presentations that accompany this 

summary are available on our parish website: https://southeastrochestercatholics.org  or by calling the 

parish office: (585-271-7240).  

https://southeastrochestercatholics.org/

