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Notes on Selecting the Music 
 

The Catholic Funeral Liturgy is patterned after the Sunday Liturgy. The assembly 

is called to actively participate in the readings and songs. Music is sung prayer. 

Due to the sacredness of the funeral, secular music is not allowed, nor do we use 

pre-recorded music. 
 

The Church provides a cantor and organist of the Funeral Liturgy. If you have a 

family member or friend who would like to sing in addition to the church-

supplied cantor, he or she would be welcome to offer a hymn or other sacred 

song during the Prelude or at the Preparation of the Gifts, or in the case of Ave 

Maria, as a post-Communion meditation. This would be coordinated with the 

Director of Music, who may ask that you provide sheet music and that those who 

will sing at the funeral agree to rehearse together beforehand. 

 

A Note about Cremation 
 

The practice of cremation has grown and become more commonplace in the United 

States, and it is often presented as a more affordable alternative to traditional burial.  

In that regard, “The Church earnestly recommends that the pious custom of burying 

the bodies of the dead be observed; it does not, however, forbid cremation unless it 

has been chosen for reasons which are contrary to Christian teaching” (Code of 

Canon Law, No. 1176, 3). Therefore, a person may choose to be cremated if she or he 

has the right intention. However, the cremated remains of a body should be treated 

with the same respect given to the human body from which they come. This includes 

the use of a worthy vessel to contain the ashes, the manner in which they are carried, 

and the care and attention to appropriate placement and transport, and the final 

disposition. The cremated remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a 

mausoleum or columbarium. The practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, 

from the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated remains on the home of a 

relative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church 

requires. 
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Outline of Funeral Mass 

 
INTRODUCTORY RITES 

  Greeting 

  Sprinkling with Holy Water 

  [Placing of the Pall] 

  Entrance Procession 

  [Placing of Christian Symbols] 

  Opening Prayer 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

  Readings 

  Homily 

  General Intercessions 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

FINAL COMMENDATION 

  Invitation to Prayer 

  Silence 

  [Signs of Farewell] 

  Song of Farewell 

  Prayer of Commendation 

 

PROCESSION TO  

  THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL 
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The Funeral Liturgy 

“At the funeral liturgy the community gathers with the family and friends of the 

deceased to give praise and thanks to God for Christ’s victory over sin and death, to 

commend the deceased to God’s tender mercy and compassion, and to  seek strength 

in the proclamation of the paschal mystery. Through the Holy Spirit the community 

is joined together in faith as one Body with Christ to reaffirm in sign and symbol, 

word and gesture that each believer through baptism shares in Christ’s death and 

resurrection and can look to the day when all the elect will be raised up and united 

in the kingdom of light and peace.” (Order of Christian Funerals, §129) 

 
 

Introductory Rites 
 

The Reception of the Body at the Church 

 
“The church is the place where the Christian life is begotten in baptism, nourished 

in the eucharist, and where the community gathers to commend one of its deceased 

members to the Father. The church is at once a symbol of the community and of the 

heavenly liturgy that the celebration of the liturgy anticipates. In the act of receiving 

the body, the members of the community acknowledge the deceased as one of their 

own, as one who was welcomed in baptism and who held a place in the 

assembly.” (§131) 

 
The funeral liturgy begins at the church doors with a greeting of the family and 

friends who have accompanied the coffin to the church. The minister sprinkles the 

coffin with holy water in remembrance of the deceased person’s baptism. Then, a 

funeral pall, a white cloth recalling the baptismal garment, is placed on the coffin. 

The pall may be          placed by family members or friends, or by the funeral director or 

church’s minister. 
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The Reception of the Cremains at the Church 

 

“The remains of cremated bodies receive the same respect given to the corporeal 

remains of a human body. This includes a worthy, sealed vessel to contain the 

ashes, the manner in which they are carried, the care and attention to appropriate 

placement and transport, and their final disposition,” (OCF Appendix 2: 

Cremation p. 16). 

 

Option 1 – Cremated Remains carried in procession 

 

The funeral liturgy begins at the church doors with a greeting of the family and 

friends who have accompanied the cremated remains into the church.  The priest 

and assisting ministers precede the bearer of the cremated remains and the 

mourners into the church, accompanied by the entrance song. Upon reaching the 

altar, the bearer of the cremated remains reverently places them on the small table 

prepared ahead of time in the sanctuary, and then joins the other mourners in the 

pews.  After reverencing the altar, the priest sprinkles the cremated remains with 

holy water, saying the appropriate words, and then goes to the chair. 

 

Option 2 – Cremated Remains placed on table in sanctuary beforehand 

 

The cremated remains may be placed on a small table in the sanctuary before the 

funeral liturgy begins.  The presiding priest greets the family and friends at the 

church entrance and leads them in procession to their place in the church, 

accompanied by the entrance song. After reverencing the altar, the priest waits 

for the song to finish then sprinkles the cremated remains with holy water, saying 

the appropriate words, and then goes to the chair. 
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Memorial Mass 
 

The Memorial Mass is the option used when the body or the cremated remains of 

the deceased person will not be present during the ceremony.  Any prayers (such 

as words about the body or words anticipating a burial) and ritual gestures (such 

as blessing with holy water or incense) that presume the presence of human 

remains are omitted from the Memorial Mass. Yet, the intention is the same, to 

mark the death of a member of the Catholic Church, and to provide a way for 

mourners to honor their deceased loved one. 
 

Order of Memorial Mass 
 

Introductory Rites 
 

Entrance procession 

Greeting 

Penitential Act 

Opening Prayer 
 

Liturgy of the Word (Scripture Readings) 
 

Readings 

Homily 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Presentation of the Gifts (bread & wine) and Preparation of the Altar 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Reception of Holy Communion 

Prayer after Holy Communion 

(Optional Words of Remembrance) 
 

Concluding Rites 
 

Blessing 

Dismissal
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The Entrance Procession 

 
“To draw the community together in prayer at the beginning of the funeral liturgy, 

the procession should be accompanied, whenever possible, by the singing of the 

entrance song. This song ought to be a profound expression of belief in eternal 

life and the resurrection of the dead as well as a prayer of intercession for the 

deceased.” (§135) 

 

#1018 Alleluia, Sing to Jesus  
(Not during Lent) 
#701   Amazing Grace (G) 

#785   Eye Has Not Seen (G) 

#971   For All the Saints 
(Not during Lent) 

#750   How Can I Keep From Singing 
(Better as a recessional) 

#630   How Great Thou Art 

#1008 I Am the Bread of Life 

#681   I Heard the Voice of Jesus 

#561   I Know That My Redeemer             

Lives 

#650   I Want to Walk As a Child of                  

the Light (G) 

#520   Jerusalem, My Destiny 
(Better as a recessional) 

#556   Jesus Christ is Risen Today  
(Not during Lent) 

#704    What Wonderous Love Is  

This 

#663    Joyful, Joyful We Adore You 

#968    Lift High the Cross 

#714    Lord of All Hopefulness 

#767    Love Divine, All Love  

            Excelling 

#755    O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

#784    Precious Lord, Take My  

            Hand (G) 

#563    Sing With All the Saints  

            (Joyful, Joyful) 

#941    Soon and Very Soon  

#786    The King of Love, My  

            Shepherd Is (G) 

#791    There is a Balm in Gilead (G) 

#948    We Shall Rise Again on the  

            Last Day 

#740    We Walk By Faith (G) 

 

 

 

(G) These hymns are also good for the Presentation of Gifts. 

 

For Spanish/Bi-lingual Music, see our parish music director, Ginny Miller, 

for suggestions or questions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJDWFYIkBns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymdOdtvopHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKbuw-urNes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhkI41GdCGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIwTtV8s4Ao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfM32D2pYbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoKDu6HbyRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeGZWTzR2n8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeGZWTzR2n8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ionKh1dL9o0&list=RDionKh1dL9o0&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ionKh1dL9o0&list=RDionKh1dL9o0&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mG6thyHErVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9a41CvVEHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Re1EtfbOcp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Re1EtfbOcp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXOUIcJsFrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbcBXYP4AlE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxxchMBdv64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQrNMJrgbyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQrNMJrgbyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FePzLRiHu-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRGTR_wUje8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRGTR_wUje8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saTHrJtIvn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saTHrJtIvn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huG1xKj7G3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLdPoQnylnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLdPoQnylnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tz4E3OU0HCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBOfKUSNs-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBOfKUSNs-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpHFEjd8-TQ
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The Liturgy of the Word 

 
“The reading of the word of God is an essential element of the celebration of the 

funeral liturgy. The readings proclaim the paschal mystery, teach remembrance of 

the dead, convey the hope of being gathered together again in God’s kingdom, and 

encourage the witness of Christian life. Above all, the readings tell of God’s design 

for a world in which suffering and death will relinquish their hold on all whom God 

has called his own.” (§137) 

 

Following the same structure as Sunday Mass, the readings begin with a selection 

from the Old Testament, followed by the sung Responsorial Psalm, Second Reading 

from the New Testament, Gospel Acclamation, and Gospel.  Then a homily is offered 

by the priest followed by the Prayers of the Faithful (also called the Universal Prayer 

or General Intercessions). 

 

Those planning the funeral liturgy are invited to select the readings and prayers from 

those offered on the following pages (9-19). 

 

A family member or friend may be asked to proclaim the First Reading, Second 

Reading, and Prayers of the Faithful.   A copy of the reading and prayers will be 

provided, so that those who are proclaiming can review them ahead of time and 

practice.  Or if preferred, a member of our parish funeral ministry team will proclaim 

these readings and offer the prayers.
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The First Reading: From the Old Testament 

 

1. Job 19:1, 23-27a 
I know that my vindicator lives. 

 

2. Wisdom 3:1-9 (long form) or Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 (short form) 
As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 

 

3. Wisdom 4:7-15 
An unsullied life, the attainment of old age. 

 

4. Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 
He will destroy death forever. 

 

5. Lamentations 3:17-26 
It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord. 

 

6. Daniel 12:1-3 
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall wake. 

7. 2 Maccabees 12:43-46 
He acted in an excellent and noble way as he had the resurrection of the dead in view. 

 
During the Easter Season, which runs until Pentecost,  

the First Reading is drawn from the New Testament: 

 
1. Acts 10:34-43 (long form) or Acts 10:34-36, 42-43 (short form) 

He is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
 

2. Revelation 14:13 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 
 

3. Revelation 20:11-21:1 

The dead were judged according to their deeds. 
 

4. Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 

There shall be no more death. 
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The Responsorial Psalm 
 

“Through the psalms the community expresses its grief and praise and 

acknowledges its Creator and Redeemer as the sure source of trust and hope in 

times of trial.” (§139) 

#39 Psalm 23 
R. Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life. 
 

#37 Psalm 23 
R. My Shepherd is the Lord, nothing indeed shall I want. 

 

#43 Psalm 25 
R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul, to you I lift my soul. 

 

#1121 Psalm 27 
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation, of whom should I be afraid? 

 

#54 Psalm 42 
R. As the deer longs for running streams, so I long for you. 

 

#62 Psalm 63 
R. O God, I seek you, my souls thirsts for you, your love is finer than life. 

 

#77 Psalm 103 
R. The Lord is kind and merciful. Slow to anger, rich in kindness, the Lord is kind and 
merciful. 

 

#83 Psalm 116 
R. Our blessing cup is a communion with the blood of Christ the Lord. 

 

#88 Psalm 122 
R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

 

#89 Psalm 126 
R. God has done great things for us, filled us with laughter and music. 

 

#92 Psalm 131 
R. In you, O Lord, I have found my peace, I found my peace in you. 
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The Second Reading: From the New Testament 
 

1. *Acts 10:34-43 (long form) or Acts 10:34-36, 42-43 (short form) 
 He is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

 
2. Romans 5:5-11 
Since we are now justified by his blood, we will be saved through him from the wrath. 

 

3. Romans 5:17-21 Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more. 

4. Romans 6:3-9 (long form) or Romans 6:3-4, 8-9 (short form) 
We too might live in newness of life. 

5. Romans 8:14-23 
We also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

 

6. Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39 What will separate us from the love of Christ? 

7. Romans 14:7-9, 10c-12 Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 

8. 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 (long form) or 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (short form) 
So too in Christ shall all be brought to life. 

 

9. 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 Death is swallowed up in victory. 

10. 2 Corinthians 4:14-5:1 
What is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 

11. 2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10 We have a building from God, eternal in heaven. 

12. Philippians 3:20-21 
He will change our lowly bodies to conform to his glory. 

 

13. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

 

14. 2 Timothy 2:8-13 If we have died with him we shall also live with him. 

15. 1 John 3:1-2 We shall see him as he is. 
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16. 1 John 3:14-16 
We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. 
 
17. *Revelation 14:13 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 
 
 18. *Revelation 20: 11-21 
The dead were judged according to their deeds. 
 
 19. *Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 
There shall be no more death. 
 
*These readings are also included in the selections of First Readings during the 
Easter Season. 
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The Gospel Reading 

1. Matthew 5:1-12a Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. 

2. Matthew 11:25-30 Come to me and I will give you rest. 

3. Matthew 25:1-13 Behold the bridegroom! Come out to him! 

4. Matthew 25:31-46 Come, you who are blessed by my Father. 

 

5. Mark 15:33-39; 16:1-6 (long form) or Mark 15:33-39 (short form) 
Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

 

6. Luke 7:11-17 Young man, I tell you, arise! 

7. Luke 12:35-40 You also must be prepared. 

8. Luke 23:33, 39-43 Today you will be with me in paradise. 

9. Luke 23:44-46, 50, 52-53; [24:1-6a] Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

10. Luke 24:13-35 (long form) or Luke 24:13-16, 28-35 (short form) 
Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory? 

11. John 5:24-29 Whoever hears my word and believes has passed from death to life. 

12. John 6:37-40 Everyone who sees the son and believes in Him may have eternal life 
and I shall raise him on the last day. 

 
13. John 6:51-59 Whoever eats this bread will live forever, and I will raise them up on 
the last day. 

 

14. John 11:17-27 (long form) or John 11:21-27 (short form) 
I am the resurrection and the life. 

 

15. John 11:32-45 Lazarus, come out! 

16. John 12:23-28 (long form) or John 12:23-26 (short form) 
If it dies, it produces much fruit. 
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17. John 14:1-6 In my Father’s house there are many dwellings. 

18. John 17:24-26 I wish that where I am they also may be with me. 

19. John 19:17-18, 25-39 And bowing his head he handed over his spirit. 
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Universal Prayer  
(Also called “Prayers of the Faithful” or “The Intercessions”) 

The First and Second Reading, as well as the Intercessions, may each be offered by a 

family member or friend, or by the church’s minister. There are 4 possible options for the 

Intercessions. Please select one. 

The prayers may be modified to the particular circumstances of the deceased and in 

consideration of those gathered to pray.  Any changes must be in writing and approved 

ahead of time by the presiding priest. 
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Option A: This version remembers the baptism of the deceased and recognizes his/her 
relationship with Christ. It also offers petitions for the family and friends of the deceased, 
as well as for our neighbors in the world more broadly. 

 

Priest/ Deacon: Brothers and sisters, Jesus Christ is risen from the dead and sits at the 
right hand of the Father, where he intercedes for his Church. Confident 
that God hears the voices of those who trust in the Lord Jesus, we join 
our prayers to his: 

 

Reader: Our response is, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

In baptism _________ received the light of Christ. Scatter the darkness now and lead 
him/her over the waters of death, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Our brother/sister _________was nourished at the table of the Savior. Welcome him/her 
into the halls of the heavenly banquet, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Many friends and members of our families have gone before us and await the kingdom. 
Grant them an everlasting home with your Son, we pray to the Lord: 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Many people die by violence, war, and famine each day. Show your mercy to those who 
suffer so unjustly these sins against your love, and gather them to the eternal kingdom of 
peace, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Those who trusted in the Lord now sleep in the Lord. Give refreshment, rest, and peace to 
all whose faith is known to you alone, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

The family and friends of _________seek comfort and consolation. Heal  their pain and 
dispel the darkness and doubt that come from grief, we pray to the Lord: 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We are assembled here in faith and confidence to pray for our brother/sister _________. 
Strengthen our hope so that we may live in the expectation of your Son’s coming, we 
pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Priest/ Deacon: Lord God, giver of peace and healer of souls, hear the prayers of the 
Redeemer,  Jesus Christ, and the voices of your people, whose lives 
were purchased by the blood of the Lamb. Forgive the sins of all who 
sleep in Christ and grant them    a place in the kingdom. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
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Option B: Of the four options, this version is the most focused in the celebration itself, 

offering petitions on behalf of the deceased and the gathered assembly. 

 
Priest/Deacon: God, the almighty Father, raised Christ his Son from the dead; with 

confidence     we ask him to save all his people, living and dead: 
 

Reader: Our response is, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

For _________who in baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, that he/she may now 
be  admitted to the company of the saints, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For our brother/sister who ate the body of Christ, the bread of life, that he/she may be  
raised up on the last day, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For our deceased relatives and friends and for all who have helped us, that they may have 
the reward of their goodness, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For those who have fallen asleep in the hope of rising again, that they may see God face 
to face, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
For the family and friends of our brother/sister _________, that they may be consoled in 
their grief by the Lord, who wept at the death of his friend Lazarus, we pray to the Lord: 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For all of us assembled here to worship in faith, that we may be gathered together again 
in God’s kingdom, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Priest/Deacon: God, our shelter and our strength, you listen in love to the cry of your 
people: hear the prayers we offer for our departed brothers and sisters. 
Cleanse them of their sins and grant them the fullness of redemption. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
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Option C: This version uses more modern English and focuses on prayers for our 

neighbors and the world, as well as for the deceased. 
 

Priest/Deacon: My dear friends, let us join with one another in praying to God, not 
only for our departed brother/sister, but also for the Church, for peace 
in the world, and for   ourselves. 

Reader: Our response is, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

That the bishops and priests of the Church, and all who preach the Gospel, may be given 

the strength to express in action the word they proclaim, we pray to the Lord: 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That those in public office may promote justice and peace, we pray to the Lord: 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That those who bear the cross of pain in mind or body may never feel forsaken by God, 
we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That God may deliver the soul of his servant _________from punishment and from  
the powers of darkness, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That God in his mercy may blot out all of his/her offenses, we pray to the Lord: 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That God may establish him/her in light and peace, we pray to the Lord: 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That God may call him/her to happiness in the company of all the saints, we pray to the 
Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That God may welcome into his glory those of our family and friends who have departed 
this life, we pray to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That God may give a place in the kingdom of heaven to all the faithful departed, we pray 
to the Lord: R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Priest/Deacon: O God, Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful, grant to the souls of 

your departed servants release from all their sins. Hear our prayers for 
those we love  and give them the pardon they have always desired. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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Option D: This version, the most succinct of the options, takes the form of a litany, 
offering praise to God and praying for His mercy. 
 

Priest/Deacon: Let us turn to Christ Jesus with confidence and faith in the power of 
His Cross    and Resurrection. 

Reader: Our response is, “Lord, have mercy.” 

Risen Lord, pattern of our life forever: Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have mercy. 

Promise and image of what we shall be: Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have mercy. 

Son of God who came to destroy sin and death: Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Word of God who delivered us from the fear of death: Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have 

mercy. 

Crucified Lord, forsaken in death, raised in glory: Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have 

mercy. 

Lord Jesus, gentle Shepherd who brings rest to our souls, give peace to _________ 
forever:  Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you bless those who mourn and are in pain. Bless _________’s family 
and friends who gather around him/her today: Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

 

 

[Please note, no closing prayer is provided for the priest/deacon with this option.] 
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The Presentation of the Gifts 

At this point, family members or friends may bring forward the gifts of bread and wine to 

the altar for consecration. Since this time is very short, we need something that is quite 

simple. An instrumental piece works well here or something like Ave Maria that does not 

have multiple verses. One of the hymns noted on page 7 or another appropriate selection 

may be sung. Please refer to page 7 – those hymns marked with “(G)” are also good for 

the Presentation of the Gifts. 

The Communion Procession 
 

The hymn for the Communion Procession should be a Eucharistic hymn. This is a 

time for a song with a refrain for the congregation to sing along, not a solo. 
 

#1033 Carry Us in Your Arms: Carry us in your arms, Lord Jesus, to the feast, 

promised long ago, gather round all pilgrims and angels, eat this bread of life, drink 

the wine of peace. 

#1022 Eat this Bread: Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to him and never be 

hungry, trust in him and you will not thirst. 

#1008 I Am the Bread of Life: And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up. And I 

will raise you up on the last day. 

#1015 I Received the Living God:  I received the living God and my heart is full of 

joy, I received the living God and my heart is full of joy. 

#571 Joyous Cup: (Not during Lent) : Christ has died and death is dead; earth and 

heaven boldly wed. Joyous cup and hearty bread. Alleluia!  (Great during Easter Season.) 

#1009  Take and Eat: Take and eat, take and eat: This is my body given up for you. 

Take and drink, take and drink: this is my blood given up for you. 

#722 Take, O Take Me As I Am: Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall 

be; set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

#1006 Taste and See: Taste and see, taste and see, the goodness of the Lord, of the 

Lord. 

#770 Ubi Caritas: Ubi caritas at amor, ubi caritas, Deus ibi est. (Where charity and 

love is found, there is God.) 

#1070 Gift of Finest Wheat: You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat; 

come give to us O saving Lord, the bread of life to eat. 
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The Post-Communion Meditation (Optional) 

After Communion is a nice time to have Ave Maria sung, if you desire. Another 

sacred piece close to your heart can also be appropriate at this moment, provided it 

sets a tone for prayerful reflection after receiving the Body and Blood of Christ. 

 

Announcements (Optional) 

Following the Prayer After Communion, the priest will make any appropriate 

announcements requested by the family ahead of time.  These may include thanking 

those who have participated in the liturgy, inviting them to join the family for the 

committal service at the cemetery, and/or inviting them to a reception and/or meal 

following the conclusion of the liturgy in the church or at the cemetery.
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Words of Remembrance 

 
Before the final commendation begins, a family member or a friend of the family may 

speak in remembrance of the deceased. These Words of Remembrance have a particular 

purpose and focus. 

 
“Words of Remembrance provide briefly some insight into the faith and 

Christian values of the deceased as seen in one or two representative 

examples from his/her life.” (Sacramental Guidelines, Diocese of Rochester) 

 

Thank you for undertaking this challenging task on behalf of your loved one. Words of 

Remembrance are not intended to be a testimonial to many wonderful memories or 

accomplishments of the deceased. There is no way to do justice to the goodness of a 

person, much less encapsulate the love that they shared in so many ways throughout their 

life. That being said, it is important to realize that this message occurs within an act of 

public worship of God. As a result, it is much more appropriate to share a brief 

expression of the faith of the loved one, or their Christian conviction and values. Since 

this is a prayerful moment, take the time needed to consider what you will say in a 

prayerful way. Ask for God’s guidance. Write it out. Rehearse it. Other members of the 

family, or a member of the pastoral team can also assist you in preparing or rehearsing it. 

This will help you to lessen the likelihood of being overcome with the understandable 

and powerful emotions that can arise. Your loved one deserves a well-prepared 

remembrance. Words of remembrance should be kept to about 5 minutes, which 

generally equates to 450 words on paper.  Please try to avoid inside stories that tend to 

leave some in the congregation feeling excluded, or off-color remarks that are not 

suitable for church.  These may be better shared at a reception or gathering, the wake or 

the cemetery.  Please arrive early, if possible, to familiarize yourself with the location of 

the podium and volume of the microphone. Thank you again for the dedication that you 

give in preparing this special part of the Mass of Christian Resurrection. 
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The Song of Farewell 

While the body is being incensed, the cantor sings the Song of Farewell, which 

“should affirm hope and trust in the paschal mystery.” (147)  There are specific 

texts appropriate for this moment. 

 

 
 

The Final Procession 
 

The Recessional Hymn, which is drawn from the same selections as the Entrance 

Hymn, should reflect a strong belief in the Resurrection. 

For a listing, refer to page 7. 

 


