
 

Office Hours:   9:30—1:00 Monday—Thursday 
Phone: (504) 281-2267 — Fax: (504) 281-2268 

E-Mail:  stbernard@arch-no.org 
www.stbernard-stbla.com 

DAILY MASSES 
Monday—Friday: 
 Mass      8:30 a.m. 
First Saturday       8:30 a.m. 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday Vigil       4:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday     10:00 a.m. 
    
 
 

St. Joseph Adoration Chapel: 
Thursday 

Rev. Hoang M. Tuong, Pastor 
Cell Phone:  985-705-0357 

Rev. Charles Caluda, Retired 
Deacon Norbert Billiot, Jr. 

St. Bernard Catholic Cemetery:  (504) 421-9533 
Lynne, Parish Secretary, Cell:  (504) 421-5969 

Sharon—Religious Ed 
stbchurch.religioused@gmail.com 

Baptism:  Parents are asked to call the office.  Baptisms will be held the 3rd weekend of the month or by special arrangement. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Confessions are held before each Mass, or call for an appointment. 
Communion of the Sick:  Please call when someone is ill or in the hospital. 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples must contact the church at least six (6) months before the date of the wedding. 
Christian Burial:  Please contact the funeral home to make arrangements they will contact church and cemetery. 
Pastoral & Finance Meeting  -  Pastoral Council meetings will be announced. 

 St. Bernard 
Catholic Church 

(Established in 1787) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
In the total love for Jesus through the Heart of Mary, 

We St. Bernard Catholic Church commit to 
BE BOLD—BE CATHOLIC—BE CHRIST 

And faithfully pass it on...Heart to Heart.  I.M.  

2805 Bayou Road 
P. O. Box 220 

St. Bernard, LA 70085 
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Saturday, November 3, 2018 
Rosary 3:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m.  All Parishioners of St. 
Bernard Catholic Church; Bernard & 

Chase Naquin; Duke Collins; Donald Serpas, Sr.; Cecile 
Serpas; Alfred Whitney; Tim George; Ida Mae George; Sal 
Gagliano; Gloria Leon; Jack & Jake LaFond; Ruffino Guerra; 
Scotty Lopez; Beth Byrd Ruiz; Charles, Cornelia & Lori 
Robertson; Fr John; Dewey Joseph Bordelon; Louise Brulte; 
Louise Evans; and all on our Sick List especially Kerry 
Robertson, Lonny Becnel and Ryan Peltier  
Sunday, November 4, 2018 
Rosary 9:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m.  Charles L. Smith; Gauthé Family; Agnes & 
Wallace Serpas; Jerry Wheat; HJ Lind; Josephine & Reese 
Nunez; Mike, Rosie & André Colletti; Marvin Acosta; Dickie 
Stander; Merle King; Louise M. Alphonso; Catherine Feraci; 
Larry Gonzales, Jr.; Raymond Serpas; Jack Alphonso, Sr.; 
Freddie Landry; Steven & Lionel Berger; Vernon Alfonso; 
Patricia Assevado; Lionel Serigne, Sr.; Jason Steele; Joy 
Luscy; Marian Serigne, Veronica Serigne; Loretta Molero; 
Donald & Janette Evans; Alma Morales Nuss; Vivian Deffes 
Springer; Ethel “Tookie” Rano; Evelyn & Adam Gonzales; 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Freire; Juan Montelongo; Rudy Alfonso; 
Edna Robin Lucas; Chrissy Maltese; Walter Guidry; The weak 
and poor, candlemakers and dogs; Health of Sidney Evans, Jr. 
and Samantha; and all Military Personnel & Families 
 
DAILY—Rosary 8 a.m.—Mass 8:30 a.m.: 
Monday For Our Youth 
Tuesday All Sick & Dying 
Wednesday All Souls in Purgatory 
Thursday All Parishioners 
Friday Deceased Priests 
Saturday (only First Saturday) No Mass 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Beth Byrd Ruiz 

 
Marian Candle 
Catherine Feraci 

 
 

St. Joseph Candle 
Sal Gagliano 

 
 
 

 
October 27—28, 2018 

 
 

Attendance:   90 
 
 

Collection:   $1,535.00 
2nd Collection:   $   283.00 

 
Thank you for your support 

 
Readings  
For The  
Week 
 

Monday: Phil 2:1-4; Ps 131:1bcde-3; Lk 14:12-14 
Tuesday: Phil 2:5-11; Ps 22:26b-30ab, 30e, 31-32;  
 Lk 14:15-24 
Wednesday: Phil 2:12-18; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  
 Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday: Phil 3:3-8a; Ps 105:2-7; Lk 15:1-10 
Friday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Saturday: Phil 4:10-19; Ps 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a, 9;  
 Lk 16:9-15 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7-10; Heb 9:24-28;  
 Mk 12:38-44 [41-44] 

Ministry Schedule 
For Next Week: 

Saturday, November 10, 4:00 p.m. 
Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 

Lector:  Catherine 
Ministers of Communion: 

Dwight 
 

 
Sunday, November 11, 10:00 a.m. 

Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 
Lector:  Sharon 

Ministers of Communion:   
Angela 
Lenore 



Sit facing the people in front of the ark containing the biblical scrolls. 
and places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour the 
houses of widows and, as a pretext, recite lengthy 
prayers. Lawyers in antiquity could serve as trustees of a widow’s estate. A common way of receiving their fee was to get a share of the estate. Those lawyers with a reputation for piety had a good chance to be selected as a trustee. 
They will receive a very severe condemnation.” Because of their greed and hypocrisy, they will receive a stiff condemnation at the last judgment; just as it is said today that priests and teachers will receive closer scrutiny when they appear before the Lord. 
41 He sat down opposite the treasury and observed 
how the crowd put money into the treasury. He is sitting in judgment. Around the women’s court walls were thirteen trumpet-shaped chests for offerings. 
Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow 
also came and put in two small coins worth a few 
cents. The small copper coins were the smallest denomination in circulation. 
43 Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, 
“Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than 
all the other contributors to the treasury. This verse requires the explanation of the following verse. It is not obvious why she contributed “more” (cents) than the others (dollars). 
44 For they have all contributed from their surplus 
wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all 
she had, her whole livelihood.” The explanation of the paradox of the previous verse is that the widow made a real sacrifice while the rest just gave some of their excess. “Do not despair. One cannot buy heavenly things with money. ... If money could purchase such things, then the woman who deposited the two small copper coins would have received nothing very large. But since it was not money but rather her intention that prevailed, that woman received everything because she demonstrated firm conviction” [Saint John Chrysostom (between A.D. 398-404). Homilies On The 
Epistle To The Philippians]. “The poor widow cast only two pennies into the treasury; yet because she gave all she had it is said of her that she surpassed all the rich in offering gifts to God. Such gifts are valued not by their weight but by the good will with which they are made” [Saint Jerome (ca. A.D. 406), Letter to Julian, No. 118, 5]. 

Gospel - Mark 12:38-44 Last week’s reading, as you will recall, took place in Jerusalem after Jesus’ triumphal entry and before the beginning of His passion. At that time He told them when asked what was the greatest of the commandments “The first is, ‘Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’” These are the opening words of the Shema, which the devout Jew recited (and still today prays) every day. Jesus then volunteered the second in importance: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus’ response surprised His listeners because the Pharisees had counted God’s commandments and these two were not among the 613. As a way of introduction to today’s reading we will do a quick study of the three verses which join last week’s reading to this one: 
As Jesus was teaching in the temple area he said, 
“How do the scribes claim that the Messiah is the son 
of David? God’s Messiah was commonly identified with a descendent of David and therefore a legitimate pretender to the throne of Israel (see 2 Samuel 7:11b-16). Jesus appears to challenge this view in the next two verses. 
David himself, inspired by the holy Spirit, said: ‘The 
Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my right hand until I 
place your enemies under your feet.’” Jesus quotes Psalm 110:1, a psalm quoted often in the New Testament by the evangelists to show Jesus’ prefigurement in the Old Testament. By ascribing the psalm to David, Jesus supports the traditionally accepted view that David was the author of the Psalms. Jesus further states that David wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
David himself calls him ‘lord’; so how is he his 
son?” (The) great crowd heard this with delight. Assuming that David is the speaker in Psalm 110, he must be talking about someone other than himself. The first “Lord” is God, the second “my lord” must be someone different from and superior to David (the Messiah). Therefore, the Messiah is not adequately and fully described simply as “the Son of David.” 
38 In the course of his teaching he said, “Beware of the 
scribes, who like to go around in long robes and accept 
greetings in the marketplaces, The scribes were the interpreters of the Law, sort of like lawyers today. The robes were not necessarily prayer shawls but it is clear that these scribes (not necessarily all scribes) were putting themselves on public display with garments designed to enhance their prestige and honor. 
39 seats of honor in synagogues, 



Dedication of the  
Lateran Basilica in Rome  

 
When we think of the seat of Catholicism, images of St. Peter’s in Rome come to mind. In reality, the seat of 
Catholicism is actually the Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome because this is the official church that the 
pope presides in as bishop of Rome. It is this capacity — the bishop of Rome — that makes the pope head 
of all bishops. Thus it is this church, where the pope presides, that stands as the mother of all churches 
around the world. 
This church was the first one built after Constantine ceased the persecution of Christians in 313. For years, 
the Laterni family held the land where the church now stands, which gives the basilica its name. The basilica 
was dedicated in 324 and that is where popes lived and presided until the 1300s. Four ecumenical councils 
of the magnitude of Vatican II were held there. 
The basilica was originally dedicated under the name of Most Holy Savior, but in the sixth century took on 
the names of John the Baptist and John the Evangelist. Now it is known as the Basilica of St. John Lateran, 
which rolls all of this history together. 
Beneath the altar of the Lateran basilica stands a small wooden altar upon which, according to tradition, St. 
Peter celebrated Mass. The Lady Chapel of Notre Dame’s Basilica of the Sacred Heart contains something 
similar: the ornate altar in that chapel holds a piece of wood that comes from a portable altar used by St. 
Peter.  
The term, "basilica," was first applied to buildings in ancient Rome that served as an public court for 
hearings. Early Christians had to gather in secret in caves and private homes for worship, but when the faith 
expanded into the empire, the faithful were allowed to build larger assembly spaces. They did not want to 
associate their faith with pagan temples of the time, so they turned to the basilica as an architectural model 
for a public gathering space. The traditional basilica has a long nave and a central, raised area that stands 
at the head of the space. Christian churches often add a transept to make the space in the shape of the 
cross, such as the Basilica of the Sacred Heart on campus.  

Today, the term "basilica" is applied to a Catholic church of 
distinction, or one that is a place of pilgrimage. A basilica is not synonymous with the term "cathedral," which 
is the church where the diocesan bishop presides in each diocese. There are more than 1,500 basilicas 
around the world.  
 The Basilica of the Sacred Heart on campus was dedicated in 1888 as the Church of the Sacred Heart--
Pope John Paul II raised the church to the status of basilica in 1992. It is the mother church for the priests 
and brothers of the Congregation of Holy Cross in the United States--it is where these men make their final 
vows and are ordained priests. 
Celebrating the feast of this sacred church is a way to honor the communion experienced by the whole 
Roman Catholic Church. It also reminds us of an essential truth: our temples of stone stand as symbols for 
the Christian community. A church is a place where God lives, and God also dwells in the community that 
assembles there. Paul writes in his first letter to the Corinthians (chapter 3) that each of us is a living stone 
in the temple of God. 
Lord Jesus, cornerstone of the Church, bless us on this feast of the dedication of the Lateran Basilica! 



WHAT THE ANGELS CAN TEACH US ABOUT THE SACRED LITURGY 
BY JAMES MONTI – OCTOBER 22, 2018 

 
We have all seen the grim statistics of how Mass attendance is dramatically down from what it was half a century ago. 
Yet there is a sense in which every Mass, even a Mass said by a priest in private, is always “well attended.” For if on the 
one hand much of mankind has grown deaf to its responsibilities in the sight of God, the angels have not. 

The belief that angels not only participate in the liturgy of Heaven as recounted in the Book of Revelation but also in 
that of Earth is ancient and well attested. Speaking of the confection of the Holy Eucharist, St. John Chrysostom affirms, 
“In that moment angels are in attendance upon the priest. The space around the altar is filled with the whole order of 
heavenly powers in honor of him who lies thereon” (The Priesthood: A Translation of the Peri Hierosynes of St. John 
Chrysostom, trans. W.A. Jurgens, New York, Macmillan Co., 1955, book 6, chapter 4, p. 95). 

By way of anecdotal evidence for this, the saint relates a vision experienced by a pious elderly man that he learned of 
secondhand: “he suddenly saw a multitude of angels, as clearly as his eye could perceive them, clothed in shining 
garments, standing about the altar, and bowing down, just as soldiers do in the presence of their king” (ibid., pp. 95-96). 

In his Dialogues, St. Gregory the Great makes a very similar assertion: “For, who of the faithful can have any doubt that 
at the moment of the immolation, at the sound of the priest’s voice, the heavens stand open and choirs of angels are 
present at the mystery of Jesus Christ” (Saint Gregory the Great: Dialogues, trans. Odo John Zimmerman, OSB, Fathers 
of the Church, volume 39, New York, Fathers of the Church, 1959, book 4, n. 60, p. 273). 

The angels are likewise said to be participants in the Divine Office. Citing Psalm 138:1 concerning the praise of God in 
the sight of the angels, the sixth-century Rule of Saint Benedict enjoins monks to bear in mind “how we ought to behave 
ourselves in the presence of God and his angels, and so sing the psalms that mind and voice may be in harmony” (The 
Rule of Saint Benedict in Latin and English, ed. and trans. Abbot Justin McCann, London, Burns, Oates and 
Washbourne, 1952, chapter 19, pp. 67, 69). 

Similarly, in the sixth century monastic Rule of the Master, also citing Psalm 138:1, monks are reminded not to act 
irreverently during the recitation of the office “because there are angels standing in front,” for “we pray and sing psalms 
in the presence of the angels” (The Rule of the Master: Regula magistri, trans. Luke Eberle, Cistercian Studies Series, n. 
6, Kalamazoo, Mich., Cistercian Publications, 1977, n. 48, pp. 207-208). 

By their role in the heavenly liturgy the angels set an example for those who celebrate it upon Earth. St. John 
Chrysostom observes that insofar as priests “imitate the ministry of angels,” it therefore “behooves the bearer of the 
priesthood to be as pure as if he stood in the very heavens amidst those Powers” (The Priesthood, book 3, chapter 4, p. 
31). 

For centuries, in traditional Catholic art, angels have generally been depicted in one of two ways — either as manly 
beings in representation of their superhuman strength and their roles as powerful protectors and ministers of the 
heavenly liturgy, or as chubby infants (“putti”) or children in representation of their absolute innocence, their total and 
irrevocable sinlessness. In this the angels remind us to enter upon the sacred liturgy with purity of heart, mind and body. 

The faithful angels have all given their once-and-for-all irrevocable Fiat to God, to do His will always and for all 
eternity. Our participation in the sacred liturgy must also be a Fiat, to come to God and serve Him, to come into His 
Presence and worship Him, on His terms, not our own. 

In his 1709 Essay on Criticism, the English poet Alexander Pope (1688-1744) famously observed, “. . . fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread.” Nowhere is this truer than in the sacred liturgy. With an intellect unclouded by original sin, 
the angels perceive unerringly and far more clearly than we the infinitude of difference between the Creator and His 
creatures, that although we are made in His likeness and image He nonetheless infinitely transcends His creatures. 
Ironically the angels who are utterly superior beings to us never forget who God is, whereas we all too often take 
liberties with God that no angel would dare to. 

Isaiah in his vision of God “sitting upon a throne” describes the Seraphim as reverently “veiling” Him: “Above him 
stood the seraphim; each had two wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two 
he flew” (Isaiah 6:1-2). It is a key question of interpretation here as to whose face and feet are being concealed by the 
wings of the Seraphim: Is each Seraphim concealing his own face and feet, or are they concealing the face and feet of 
God? St. Jerome (347-420) asserts that they are veiling the face and feet of God: 



“They covered not their own but God’s face. For who can know His beginning…? ‘And with two they covered His 
feet’: not their own but God’s. For who can know His bounds?” (letter 18a, to Damasus, in The Letters of Saint Jerome, 
trans. Charles Christopher Mierow, Ancient Christian Writers, n. 33, Westminster, Md., Newman Press, London, 
Longmans, Green and Co., 1963, p. 86). 
Modern exegesis favors the explanation that the Seraphim are veiling their own eyes from the sight of God, out of 
reverence. Either way, what is being expressed here is the creature’s reverence for God, a veil of reverence set between 
God and His creatures. The Seraphim interpose their wings to veil the sight of God not because they do not enjoy the 
beatific vision, but rather to teach us reverence for God. 
Isaiah’s vision serves to remind us that our Lord often teaches us reverence by drawing a curtain round about those 
things that most command our reverence. He conceals such things from our earthly vision that we might behold them 
with the deeper vision of reverence. Reverence puts a bit of distance between us and what we are reverencing, but in so 
doing, we actually see more clearly. 
Think for example of a great mountain. Viewing it extremely close by standing upon its summit and staring directly 
down at the patch of earth beneath our feet, the mountain seems like nothing special, no different from any other patch 
of earth. It is rather when we view the mountain from afar, off in the distance, that we truly come to recognize and 
realize how very tall and majestic it truly is. 
Unlike sinful, self-centered, fallen mankind, the angels are not “conflicted” as to whether God is greater than themselves 
— they know He is, that He is infinitely greater than themselves, and they respond accordingly. This is beautifully 
expressed in traditional artistic representations of angels, in which their faces almost universally convey a disposition of 
awe, wonder, and breathless admiration as they gaze upon God or our Lady. 
When the Archangel St. Raphael reveals his identity to Tobit and his son Tobias, he begins by exhorting them to divine 
worship, telling them, “Praise God and give thanks to him; exalt him and give thanks to him in the presence of all the 
living for what he has done for you. It is good to praise God and to exalt his name, worthily declaring the works of God. 
Do not be slow to give him thanks” (Tobit 12:6). 
This is divine worship that is all about God rather than ourselves — thanking Him, praising Him, exalting Him, not for 
what we have done, but for what He has done. The works of the Lord are to be declared “worthily,” i.e., in a worthy, 
fitting manner, implying that divine worship is to have a decorum proper to it. It has a sacral language, and sacral 
postures, gestures, actions, and furnishings proper to it. 
To say that God is to be “exalted” is to say that He is praised in a way that sets Him utterly above ourselves — that our 
praise for Him most certainly should be “over the top.” 
The angels praise God antiphonally: “And one [Seraphim] called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory’” (Isaiah 6:3). The angels are not afraid to repeat themselves, saying, “Holy, 
holy, holy.” Nor should we, when worshipping God, for what is well said of God and to God bears repeating. It is not 
monotonous to repeat a fitting prayer to God, for with each repetition of a prayer a new moment of time is consecrated 
to Him, a new act of worship is offered to Him. 
God does not need variety from us, nor does He need to be entertained. We are hard-wired for repetition, our lives 
sustained by one heartbeat after another, one breath after another. And the natural world in which God has placed us is 
full of repetition, with the same four seasons returning each year, animals of the same species having the same features, 
and so on. Why do we think we need constantly to change worship offered to an unchanging God? 
The Eyes Of The Angels 
The Book of Revelation speaks of “the seven angels who stand before God” (Rev. 8:2). Our Lord says of the guardian 
angels of children: “their angels always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 18:10). 
From the angels we learn that our worship of God must have a distinct orientation to it that turns us toward God rather 
than toward ourselves or each other. It has an upward thrust that leaves the world behind and below. The ad orientem 
tradition in the sacred liturgy expresses not only a turning toward God but also a turning way from worldliness and from 
the Prince of this world, the Devil. 
The Armenian Bishop John Mandakuni (late fifth century) asserted, “Do you not know that in the moment when the 
Blessed Sacrament comes upon the altar, heaven above opens up and Christ descends and is here; that the angelic hosts 
move down from heaven to earth and surround the altar where the Blessed Sacrament of the Lord is?” (quoted in Eric 
Peterson, The Angels and the Liturgy, New York, Herder and Herder, 1964, pp. 34-35). 
Let us all strive to see the Holy Eucharist and the entire sacred liturgy through the eyes of the angels, that we like them 
may worship with reverence, wonder, and awe. 



I  Love You, Lord, my strength. 

Please Pray for Our Sick 
Manuel Alfonso; Debbie Gonzales; Charles Duhe; Harold J. Lind, III; 
Aiden Smith; Madeline Colletti Cimino; Gene Perez; Patricia Fincher; 
Frances Evans; Donald Campo; Edna O’Rourke; Marlene Campo; 
Bernard Naquin, Jr.; Dorothy Easley; Devin Dimadigo; Kylie Gritter; 
David Naquin; Sheri Fernandez; Christina Landry; Brett Gagliano; 
Brendan Graf; Emile Evans; Landon Ansardi; Kayla Vogelaar; Mindy 
Casanova Dardar; Wilmoy & Florine Shows; Brett Bergeron; Allen 
Nunez; Eleanore Erato; David Casanova; Danny Morales; Riley 
Richards; Hyacinth Serpas; Paul Morales, III; Jerrilee Odinet; Karley 
Draper; Hailey Martin; Lorraine Daroca; Barbara Simpson; Michael 
George; Jamie Harris; Joy Fernandez; Marianne Marks; Kimberly 
Mones; Jules Turjeau; Avery Cantrelle; Rita Bauer; Sandy Thurman; 
Talor Gutierrez; Erica Stewart; Maggie Serigne; Regina Waguespack; 
Valerie Wheat; Hunter Hoffmann; Christina Gardner; AJ Arnone; 
Evis; Michelle Matthews; Fr. Charley; Sandra Jones; William 
Ybarzabal; Don Clark; Fred Everhardt; Thelma Lee; Lela Weber; 
Janey Yates; Connie St. Pierre; Tino Mones; Mary Gagliano; Patrick 
Campo, Sr.; Joyce Serpas; Michael Fernandez; SE Kreiger; Pasqual 
Alfonso; Henry Dietrich; Sidney Evans, Jr.; Hope Serigne; 
Mr. & Mrs. Caesar; Dona F. Mills; Mary Barker; Bob 
Couch; Rhonda Riley; Norbert Billiot, Sr.; Lisa and 
Samantha; Paul Remick; Justin Serpas; Rene Poche; Lisa 
Montelongo; Bobbie Schmitt; Barbara Robin; Lorenza 
Acosta; Adam Serigne; Becky Couture Riker; Linda 
Melerine; Alfred Nunez; Stephen Lobre; Barney Koons; Mary Smith; 
Romona Lucas; Paul Serigne; Taylor Tycer; Dan Assevado; Wendy 
Walls; Kaleah Kate Ma; Robert Oalmann; Noah Campo; Arley 
Jarammillo; Robert Burns; Peter Peterson; Anna Morales; Elsie 
Smith; Philip Deogracias; Beverly Bachemin; Ryan Peltier; Lonny 
Becnel; Kerry Robertson; Pat Cassagne; Linda Cousin; Jimmy & 
Dolly Brien; Margie Palmeri 

Call the office to add or remove someone from list. 

ADORATION CHAPELS 
The Deanery Adoration Chapel located at OLPS invites you to come 
spend a little time with the Lord in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Come for a few minutes or consider becoming a “committed adorer” 
for a particular hour. OLPS 8 am to 8 pm Monday-Friday.  If anyone 
would like to be on the committee at OLPS please contact them.  
OLPS is need of adorers if you can commit please call them. Our Lady 
of Lourdes has Adoration on the first Wednesday of the month. St. 
Bernard has Adoration on Thursday.  Please consider spending an 
hour with the Lord. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Just two years ago, we engaged in one of the core 
activities of our democratic system: a presidential 
election. Actually, the institution of election can be 
traced to traditions in the Church, and although 
bishops are no longer chosen in this way, abbots and 
abbesses (heads of monastic communities) have 
almost always been elected by full voting members of 
their communities. The lifetime appointment begins 
when the monks or nuns are gathered in “chapter” at 
the death or resignation of the abbot, and fortunately 
for all involved, campaigning is not allowed! The 
members of the community discern, with prayer to 
the Holy Spirit, who among them is the best suited for 
leadership. Once chosen, the new leader requests the 
blessing of the local bishop, who usually presides at a 
ceremony of consecration or investiture. The ballots 
are always secret, and a simple majority must be 
achieved. 
 In our American system the Electoral College is 
the determining voice in the presidential election, not 
the popular election on a November Tuesday, just as 
the monastic chapter is the electorate. Today, most 
religious orders elect general superiors in “chapter” 
by delegates of the professed members, and usually 
for a term of six years. A few, like the Jesuits, elect 
for life. At least we don’t have that weight on our 
shoulders when we choose a president. Four years at a 
time will do! 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

“You are not far from  
the kingdom of God” 

Imagine how we would feel if Jesus approached us and 
said “You are not far from the kingdom of God!”  Well, 
it turns out that it is not very complicated to be far from 
the kingdom of God.  We must love God with our 
whole heart, soul, mind, and strength; and love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves.  Loving God is not too 
difficult, especially if we believe that God is the creator 
and source of all that we are, all that we have and all 
that we ever will be.  And loving our neighbors as 
ourselves is not that complicated.  But it is not easy.  It 
means wanting and doing for our neighbors what we 
want and do for ourselves, including those neighbors 
who do not return our love; those who reject us; those 
who clearly do not love us.  When we do meet Jesus 
how far will He say that we are from the kingdom of 
God? 

THANK YOU!!! 
Thank you to all who helped with the Pumpkin 
Patch.  We had our ups and downs, but in the end it 
was another successful year.   
Will have an accounting in the next week or so.  
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
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NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts
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Lowest Price Guaranteed!
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