
 

Office Hours:   9:30—1:00 Monday—Thursday 
Phone: (504) 281-2267 — Fax: (504) 281-2268 

E-Mail:  stbernard@arch-no.org 
www.stbernard-stbla.com 

DAILY MASSES 
Monday—Friday: 
 Mass      8:30 a.m. 
First Saturday       8:30 a.m. 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday Vigil       4:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday     10:00 a.m. 
    
 
 

St. Joseph Adoration Chapel: 
Thursday 

Rev. Hoang M. Tuong, Pastor 
Cell Phone:  985-705-0357 

Rev. Charles Caluda, Retired 
Deacon Norbert Billiot, Jr. 

St. Bernard Catholic Cemetery:  (504) 421-9533 
Lynne, Parish Secretary, Cell:  (504) 421-5969 

Sharon—Religious Ed 
stbchurch.religioused@gmail.com 

Baptism:  Parents are asked to call the office.  Baptisms will be held the 3rd weekend of the month or by special arrangement. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Confessions are held before each Mass, or call for an appointment. 
Communion of the Sick:  Please call when someone is ill or in the hospital. 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples must contact the church at least six (6) months before the date of the wedding. 
Christian Burial:  Please contact the funeral home to make arrangements they will contact church and cemetery. 
Pastoral & Finance Meeting  -  Pastoral Council meetings will be announced. 

 St. Bernard 
Catholic Church 

(Established in 1787) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
In the total love for Jesus through the Heart of Mary, 

We St. Bernard Catholic Church commit to 
BE BOLD—BE CATHOLIC—BE CHRIST 

And faithfully pass it on...Heart to Heart.  I.M.  

2805 Bayou Road 
P. O. Box 220 

St. Bernard, LA 70085 
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Saturday, November 10, 2018 
Rosary 3:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m.  All Parishioners of St. 
Bernard Catholic Church; Bernard & 

Chase Naquin; Duke Collins; Donald Serpas, Sr.; Cecile 
Serpas; Tim George; Timothy George; Sal Gagliano; Jack & 
Jake LaFond; Ruffino Guerra; Scotty Lopez; Beth Byrd Ruiz; 
Charles, Cornelia & Lori Robertson; Fr John; Dewey Joseph 
Bordelon; Louise Brulte; Louise Evans; and all on our Sick 
List especially Kerry Robertson, Lonny Becnel and Ryan 
Peltier  
Sunday, November 11, 2018 
Rosary 9:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m.  Charles L. Smith; Gauthé Family; Agnes & 
Wallace Serpas; Jerry Wheat; HJ Lind; Josephine & Reese 
Nunez; Mike, Rosie & André Colletti; Dickie Stander; Merle 
King; Louise M. Alphonso; Catherine Feraci; Larry Gonzales, 
Jr.; Raymond Serpas; Jack Alphonso, Sr.; Freddie Landry; 
Steven & Lionel Berger; Vernon Alfonso; Patricia Assevado; 
Lionel Serigne, Sr.; Jason Steele; Joy Luscy; Marian Serigne, 
Veronica Serigne; Loretta Molero; Donald & Janette Evans; 
Alma Morales Nuss; Vivian Deffes Springer; Ethel “Tookie” 
Rano; Evelyn & Adam Gonzales; Mr. & Mrs. Louis Freire; 
Juan Montelongo; Rudy Alfonso; Edna Robin Lucas; Walter 
Guidry; The weak and poor, candlemakers and dogs; Health of 
Sidney Evans, Jr. and Samantha; and all Military Personnel & 
Families 
 
DAILY—Rosary 8 a.m.—Mass 8:30 a.m.: 
Monday For Our Youth 
Tuesday All Sick & Dying 
Wednesday All Souls in Purgatory 
Thursday All Parishioners 
Friday Deceased Priests 
Saturday (only First Saturday) No Mass 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Beth Byrd Ruiz 

 
Marian Candle 

Anges & Wallace Serpas 
 
 

St. Joseph Candle 
Raymond Serpas 

 
 
 

 
November 3—4, 2018 

 
 

Attendance:   90 
 
 

Collection:   $1,264.00 
All Saints:   $   266.00 

 
Thank you for your support 

 
Readings  
For The  
Week 
 
 

Monday:  Ti 1:1-9; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 17:1-6 
Tuesday:  Ti 2:1-8, 11-14; Ps 37:3-4, 18, 23, 27,  
  29; Lk 17:7-10 
Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7; Ps 23:1b-6; Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday:  Phlm 7-20; Ps 146:7-10; Lk 17:20-25 
Friday:  2 Jn 4-9; Ps 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18;  
  Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8; Ps 112:1-6; Lk 18:1-8 
Sunday: Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8-11; Heb 10:11-14, 
  18; Mk 13:24-32  

Ministry Schedule 
For Next Week: 

Saturday, November 17, 4:00 p.m. 
Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 

Lector:  Pat 
Ministers of Communion: 

Ethel 
 

 
Sunday, November 18, 10:00 a.m. 

Celebrant:  Fr. Charley 
Lector:  Lacye 

Ministers of Communion:   
Philomene 

Lynne 



When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know 
that summer is near. 29 In the same way, when you see these 
things happening, know that he is near, at the gates. 30 Amen, I 
say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. A generation is 40 years. This was said in A.D. 30 and, forty years later, in A.D. 70 the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. The Temple was a miniature of the Jewish concept of the construction of the world. Their world was destroyed. Josephus, a 1st century Jewish historian, records the following when describing the use of catapults in the siege of Jerusalem: “Now the stones that were cast were of the weight of a talent (75 pounds), and were carried two furlongs (1/4 mile) and farther. The 
blow they gave was no way to be sustained, not only by those that 
stood first in the way, but by those that were beyond them for a great 
space. As for the Jews, they at first watched the coming of the stone, 
for it was of a white color, and could therefore not only be perceived 
by the great noise it made, but could be seen also before it came by its 
brightness. Accordingly, the watchmen that sat upon the towers and 
gave them notice when the engine (catapult) was let go, and the stone 
came from it, and cried out in their own country language ‘THE SON 
IS COMING;’ so that those that were in its way stood off.” [Josephus, 
The Wars of the Jews, 5.7.3(270-273)]. The translator’s footnote says “What should be the meaning of this signal or watchword, when the watchmen saw a stone coming from the engine, ‘THE SON IS COMING,’ or what mistake there is in the reading, I cannot tell. The manuscripts, both Greek and Latin, all agree in this reading and I cannot approve of any groundless conjectural alteration of the text.” Whitson, William, The Works of Josephus, Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, MA, 1987, page 710. 
31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 32 “But of that day or hour, no one knows, We must be vigilant and prepared at all times. 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. This has been used by some as an argument against the divinity of Jesus. There is One God in three persons. The partition of duties/knowledge among the three persons is one of the reasons why the Trinity is called a mystery. “It is sometimes turned into a reproach against the only begotten God that He did not know the day and the hour. It is said that, though God, born of God, He is not in the perfection of divine nature, since He is subjected to the limitation of ignorance, namely, to an external force stronger than Himself, triumphing, as it were, over His weakness. The heretics in their frenzy would try to drive us to this blasphemous interpretation: that He is thus captive to this external limitation, which makes such a confession inevitable. The words are those of the Lord Himself. What could be more unholy, we ask, than to corrupt His express assertion by our attempt to explain it away? But, before we investigate the meaning and occasion of these words, let us first appeal to the judgment of common sense. It is credible, that He, who stands to all things as the author (see Hebrews 12:2) of their present and future, should not know all things? ... All that is derives from God alone in its origin, and has in Him alone the efficient cause of its present state and future development. Can anything be beyond the reach of His nature, through which is effected, and in which is contained, all that is and shall be? Jesus Christ knows the thoughts of the mind, as it is now, stirred by present motives, and as it will be tomorrow, aroused by the impulse of future desires. ... Whenever God says that He does not know, He professes ignorance indeed, but is not under the defect of ignorance. It is not because of the infirmity of ignorance that He does not know, but because it is not yet the time to speak, or in the divine plan to act. ... This knowledge is not, therefore, a change from ignorance, but the coming of a fullness of time. He waits still to know, but we cannot suppose that He does not know. Therefore His not  nowing what He knows, and His knowing what He does not know, is nothing else than a divine economy in word and deed” [Saint Hilary of Poiters (between A.D. 356-359), The Trinity, 9,58-62]. 

Gospel - Mark 13:24-32 Today we also finish our study through the Gospel of Mark. The time is just before Holy Thursday and the Last Supper. This reading is an apocalyptic description and needs to be heard in conjunction with Mark 13:3-8 where Jesus is talking of the destruction of the temple (which occurred in A.D. 70): 
13:3 As he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple 
area, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell 
us, when will this happen, and what sign will there be when all 
these things are about to come to an end?” 5 Jesus began to say to 
them, “See that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in my name 
saying, ‘I am he,’ and they will deceive many. 7 When you hear of 
wars and reports of wars do not be alarmed; such things must 
happen, but it will not yet be the end. 8 Nation will rise against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes 
from place to place and there will be famines. These are the 
beginnings of the labor pains. Jesus now describes, in Old Testament images, something that is coming which requires Christians to prepare themselves in order to cope with it. 
24 ABut in those days after that tribulation A period of great tribulation not directly relatable to any specific time “We must not inordinately fix upon the chronology of what is said in Scripture, because frequently the Holy Spirit, having spoken of the end of the last times, then returns again to address a previous time, and fills up what had before been left unsaid. Nor must we look for a specific chronology in apocalyptic visions, but rather follow the meaning of those things which are prophesied” [Saint Victorinus of Pettau (ca. A.D. 280), Commentary 
on the Apocalypse, 7]. 
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 
and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. The cosmic portents preceding the coming of the Son of Man echo Old Testament texts: Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7; Amos 8:9; Joel 2:10,31; 3:15; Isaiah 34:4; Haggai 2:6,21. Nowhere in the Old Testament do these events precede the coming of the Son of Man. The list of portents is a way of saying that all creation will signal His coming. The same motif is also used in apocryphal books such as Enoch 80:4-7 and 2 Esdras 5:5. 
26 And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’ 
with great power and glory, This description is taken from Daniel 7:13. This Son of Man is clearly Jesus however, not an angelic figure in human form. “This could be taken in two ways: one, that He will come in the Church as in a cloud, as He continues to come now according to His word: ‘Hereafter you shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of the power of God and coming in the clouds of heaven’ (Matthew 26:64). He comes with great power and majesty because His greater power and majesty will appear in the saints to whom He will give great power, so that they may not be overcome by such persecution. The other way in which He will come will be in His body in which He sits at the right hand of the Father (Mark 16:19; Romans 8:34; Colossians 3:1), in which, also, He died and rose again and ascended into heaven” [Saint Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 418), Letter to Hesychius, No. 199, 41]. 
27 and then he will send out the angels The messengers of God 
and gather (his) elect The elect (Deuteronomy 30:4; Isaiah 11:11, 16; 27:12) 
from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the 
sky. Everywhere in the world 
28 “Learn a lesson from the fig tree. Not the fig tree He cursed (Mark 11:21), but a simple lesson in horticulture. The fig tree’s natural process of growth in spring and summer is compared with the sequence of events leading up to the coming of the Son of Man. When you see these signs, know that the Son of Man will come soon. 



 
20 Ways to Pray for the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

By Gretchen Filz  

 

“The devotion to the memory of the dead is one of the most beautiful expressions of the Catholic spirit.” – 
Pope St. John XXIII 
The Catholic Church dedicates the entire month of November to the Holy Souls in Purgatory. During this 
entire month we pray for the souls of the faithful departed, especially those whom we have known and loved. 
November 2nd is All Souls Day, also known as the Day of the Dead. 

CHURCH TEACHING ON PURGATORY 
The souls in purgatory died in the mercy of God, this is why they are called holy; however, because they still 
had attachment to sin at the time of their death, they must undergo a spiritual purification of their souls before 
they are able to fully love God with their whole heart, mind, and soul for all eternity. 
The holy souls are “saved souls” – they will enjoy the reward of heaven – but during their lives they were not 
the perfect souls that Christ commanded them to be (Mat. 5:48), and for which he provided every grace and 
means for them to become (2 Pet. 1:3). We are meant to die after living as saints. Those who die in the love 
God but fall short of holiness due to habitual sinful clingings must be pure before being admitted to the 
beatific vision, that is, the vision of God that the saints in heaven enjoy for all eternity. For more information, 
read What Do Catholics Really Believe About Purgatory? 
Those in purgatory cannot pray for themselves, this is why they are also called “poor” souls.  They can no 
longer merit anything for themselves (their opportunity for increasing in merit was during their earthly lives) 
and they must rely entirely on others to pray and make sacrifices on their behalf. As they are nevertheless part 
of the Communion of Saints, they depend upon us to help ease their suffering and quickly advance them 
through their purification so that they can join the saints in heaven. 
Prayers for the faithful departed pleases God, who makes use of our prayers to help purify these souls that He 
loves. It is an act of charity that we can give for those we have known and loved, for our ancestors who gave 
us life, for those who were our benefactors, for those whose memory is lost, and for those who have no one 
else to pray for them. 
Here are some ideas for praying for these suffering (and often neglected) souls, especially during the month 
of November dedicated to their memory: 
 

20 WAYS TO PRAY FOR THE HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY 
 
1. Pray the Novena to the Holy Souls. 
2. Offer up your Holy Communions for the souls in purgatory. 
3. Have Masses said for your departed loved ones, especially on the anniversary of his or her death. 
4. Pray The Way Of The Cross for Souls in Purgatory. 
5. Pray the special Holy Souls Rosary. After the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Holy Rosary is the most 
powerful prayer. 



6. Obtain indulgences:  Indulgences reduce or cancel the temporal punishment that we incur through sin. 
There are many ways to obtain indulgences through pious actions, and we can apply their merits to the dead.  

If you visit a church or oratory on All Souls Day and there recite the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostle’s Creed, 
you can earn a plenary (full) indulgence applicable only to the souls in purgatory (under the usual conditions). 

7. Give alms: The giving of material assistance to the poor has always been considered a penance that can be 
offered for the Holy Souls. “For almsgiving saves from deHow to pray for the Holy Souls in Purgatory and 
purges away every sin” (Tobit 12:9). 

8. Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for the intention of the Holy Souls. 

9. Prayer of St. Gertrude for the Holy Souls: this prayer is attributed to St. Gertrude the Great and was the 
prayer by which she obtained the release of many souls from purgatory. 

10. Sprinkle holy water on the ground: St. John Macias, a great friend of those in purgatory, would often 
sprinkle holy water on the ground for the spiritual benefit of the suffering souls. 

11. When passing by a cemetery, pray the short Eternal Rest prayer. This prayer carries a partial indulgence 
applicable to the poor souls: 

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let the perpetual light shine upon them. And may the souls of all 
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.”  

12. Practice the tradition of praying the Eternal Rest prayer (above) before and after your meals as an easy 
way to remember to pray for the holy souls every day. You can also pray the prayer between the decades of 
your daily rosary. 

13. Visit a cemetery: Pray over the graves of your departed loved ones, or visit a random graveyard and pray 
for those who may have no one to pray for them. Simply doing this gains a partial indulgence for those in 
purgatory.  While you’re there, sprinkle holy water on the graves. If you make this visit during the first eight 
days of the month dedicated to the Holy Souls (November 1-8) you can gain a plenary indulgence applicable 
to the souls in purgatory. 

14. Eucharistic Adoration: visit the Blessed Sacrament to make acts of reparation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
on behalf of those in purgatory. 

15. Sacrifices: practice small acts of self-denial throughout your day and offer these penances up for the poor 
souls. 

16. Pray the Office of the Dead. You can find this in the volume of the Liturgy of the Hours. 

17. Ask for the intercession of saints who were known to be great friends of the Holy Souls during their 
lifetime to join you in prayer for the faithful departed: St. Nicholas of Tolentino, St. Gertrude the Great, St. 
Catherine of Genoa, St. Padre Pio, St. Philip Neri, St. John Macías, St. Faustina Kowalska, St. Joseph, Our 
Lady, and others. 

18. Special prayers: Throughout your day, offer up short and spontaneous prayers (ejaculatory prayers) for the 
holy souls. Consider buying purgatory books with more prayers and special devotions for the Holy Souls. 

19. Repent of your offenses against God and go to confession: Confessing your own sins makes your prayers 
for souls of others more effective. 

20. Spread devotion to the Holy Souls: Make others aware of the great need these suffering souls have for our 
prayers. 



Rosary for the Holy Souls 
Sign of the Cross 
V. O Lord, open my lips. 
R. And I shall praise your name. 
V. O God, come to my aid. 
R. O Lord, make haste to help me. 
V. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
R. As it was in the beginning… 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty... 
For the intentions of our Holy Father, the Pope: 
Our Father, Hail Mary (x 3), Glory be...  
Pray The Decades As Follows:  
• Our Father... 
• Hail Mary...(x 10) 
• Glory be... 
O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell. Lead all souls to heaven, especially those in most need 
of Your mercy. (Fatima Prayer) 
The Sorrowful Mysteries  

The Agony in the Garden 
Lord Jesus Christ, through Your bloody sweat of fear that You shed on the Mount of Olives, we ask You to have 

mercy on the Holy Souls in Purgatory. Bring to completion their purification and console them with the Cup of 
heavenly comfort. 

The Scourging at the Pillar 
Lord Jesus Christ, through Your painful Scourging which You tolerated so patiently for us sinners, we ask You to 

have mercy on the Holy Souls in Purgatory! Bring them to live for ever with Christ and give them eternal relief. 
The Crowning with Thorns 
Lord Jesus Christ, through Your painful Crowning which You suffered so patiently for us sinners, we ask You to 

have mercy on the Holy Souls in Purgatory and give them the crown of eternal delight. 
The Carrying of the Cross 
Lord Jesus Christ, through Your painful Carrying of the Cross, which You suffered so patiently for us sinners, we 

ask You to have mercy on the Holy Souls in Purgatory! Bring them to the everlasting peace of perfect life with 
the Most Holy Trinity and lead them into eternal joy. 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 
Lord Jesus Christ, through Your painful Crucifixion, which You suffered so patiently for us sinners, we ask You have 

mercy on the Holy Souls in Purgatory! Turn Your Holy Face towards them and let them be in Paradise with You 
today. 

After the fifth decade we pray: 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through Your five Holy Wounds and through all of Your Sacred Blood that You shed, we ask You 

to have mercy on the Holy Souls in Purgatory, and in particular on our parents, spouses, relatives, spiritual 
guides and benefactors. Complete the healing of their purification and let them enjoy and participate fully in 
Your Salvation. Amen. 

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, hail our life, our sweetness and our hope. To Thee do we cry, poor banished 
children of Eve; to Thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most 
gracious Advocate, Thine eyes of mercy towards us and after this, our exile, show onto us the blessed fruit of 
Thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
Let us pray 
O God, Whose only begotten Son, by His life, death and resurrection, has purchased for us the rewards of eternal 

life, grant, we beseech Thee, that meditating upon these mysteries in the most holy Rosary of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain and obtain what they promise through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Remember O Most Gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled unto Thy protection, 
implored Thy help or sought Thine intercession, was left unaided by Thee. Inspired by this confidence I fly onto 
Thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To Thee I come, before Thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. Do not, O 
Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise my petitions but, in Thy clemency, hear and answer me. Amen. 

St Michael Archangel 



Praise the Lord, my soul! 

Please Pray for Our Sick 
Manuel Alfonso; Debbie Gonzales; Charles Duhe; Harold J. Lind, III; 
Aiden Smith; Madeline Colletti Cimino; Gene Perez; Patricia Fincher; 
Frances Evans; Donald Campo; Edna O’Rourke; Marlene Campo; 
Bernard Naquin, Jr.; Dorothy Easley; Devin Dimadigo; Kylie Gritter; 
David Naquin; Sheri Fernandez; Christina Landry; Brett Gagliano; 
Brendan Graf; Emile Evans; Landon Ansardi; Kayla Vogelaar; Mindy 
Casanova Dardar; Wilmoy & Florine Shows; Brett Bergeron; Allen 
Nunez; Eleanore Erato; David Casanova; Danny Morales; Riley 
Richards; Hyacinth Serpas; Paul Morales, III; Jerrilee Odinet; Karley 
Draper; Hailey Martin; Lorraine Daroca; Barbara Simpson; Michael 
George; Jamie Harris; Joy Fernandez; Marianne Marks; Kimberly 
Mones; Jules Turjeau; Avery Cantrelle; Rita Bauer; Sandy Thurman; 
Talor Gutierrez; Erica Stewart; Maggie Serigne; Regina Waguespack; 
Valerie Wheat; Hunter Hoffmann; Christina Gardner; AJ Arnone; 
Evis; Michelle Matthews; Fr. Charley; Sandra Jones; William 
Ybarzabal; Don Clark; Fred Everhardt; Thelma Lee; Lela Weber; 
Janey Yates; Connie St. Pierre; Tino Mones; Mary Gagliano; Patrick 
Campo, Sr.; Joyce Serpas; Michael Fernandez; SE Kreiger; Pasqual 
Alfonso; Henry Dietrich; Sidney Evans, Jr.; Hope Serigne; 
Mr. & Mrs. Caesar; Dona F. Mills; Mary Barker; Bob 
Couch; Rhonda Riley; Norbert Billiot, Sr.; Lisa and 
Samantha; Paul Remick; Justin Serpas; Rene Poche; Lisa 
Montelongo; Bobbie Schmitt; Barbara Robin; Lorenza 
Acosta; Adam Serigne; Becky Couture Riker; Linda 
Melerine; Alfred Nunez; Stephen Lobre; Barney Koons; Mary Smith; 
Romona Lucas; Paul Serigne; Taylor Tycer; Dan Assevado; Wendy 
Walls; Kaleah Kate Ma; Robert Oalmann; Noah Campo; Arley 
Jarammillo; Robert Burns; Peter Peterson; Anna Morales; Elsie 
Smith; Philip Deogracias; Beverly Bachemin; Ryan Peltier; Lonny 
Becnel; Kerry Robertson; Pat Cassagne; Linda Cousin; Jimmy & 
Dolly Brien; Margie Palmeri 

Call the office to add or remove someone from list. 

ADORATION CHAPELS 
The Deanery Adoration Chapel located at OLPS invites you to come 
spend a little time with the Lord in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Come for a few minutes or consider becoming a “committed adorer” 
for a particular hour. OLPS 8 am to 8 pm Monday-Friday.  If anyone 
would like to be on the committee at OLPS please contact them.  
OLPS is need of adorers if you can commit please call them. Our Lady 
of Lourdes has Adoration on the first Wednesday of the month. St. 
Bernard has Adoration on Thursday.  Please consider spending an 
hour with the Lord. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Veterans Day began with the signing of a 
symbolic treaty between the Allies and Germany 
ending World War I (then called the “Great War”) 
on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month. The auspicious date was actually a 
well-established religious holiday, the feast of Saint 
Martin of Tours, a beloved soldier saint of the army 
of Rome. After World War II, Armistice Day was 
changed to Veterans Day in the United States and 
Remembrance Day in Britain, but of course the feast 
of Saint Martin endures. 
 Martin was named after Mars, the god of war, 
and against the advice of his parents he went on his 
own to church. He became a catechumen at the age 
of ten. By fifteen he was enlisted in the cavalry in 
France. Coming across a poor man, Martin had an 
impulse to divide his bright red soldier’s cape and 
clothe him. He later had the insight that he had 
served Christ, and the other half of his cape became 
a lifelong sign to him of his duty to serve the poor. 
Housed in a tiny church capella or “chapel,” the 
cape became a great object of pilgrimage on the way 
to Compostella, and a favored place for the prayers 
of soldiers. Martin was not so eager to serve as 
bishop as he had been as a soldier, and legend says 
that he hid in a barn filled with geese to avoid 
episcopal election. To this day, the customary meal 
for November 11 is goose! Traditionally, this is the 
last feast day before winter closes in, and begins a 
period of fasting once known as “Saint Martin’s 
Lent” or “Martinmas,” that later developed into the 
season of Advent. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

“Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more 
than all the other contributors to the treasury.” 

Jesus seems to be critical of rich people.  But Jesus was 
friends with Joseph of Arimathea who buried Jesus in his 
tomb, and Zacchaeus the tax collector, a man hated by 
others for his wealth but who gave half of his wealth to the 
poor.  Jesus did not confront people because they had 
wealth.  He challenged those who took advantage of others 
to gain their wealth and those who did not properly share 
their wealth with others; who use their possessions to 
distinguish and separate themselves from others; who think 
their wealth makes them better than others.  Jesus uses the 
example of the poor widow who gave all she had to 
contrast with those who gave large sums from their surplus 
that they had acquired by taking advantage of widows.  He 
is also challenging us to pray and reflect on our “wealth,” 
the “things that we own,” or more accurately, the “things 
that own us.”  What thing or activity are we so attached to 
that we cannot share with others.  What “owns” us? 

The LORD keeps faith forever, 
 secures justice for the oppressed, 
 gives food to the hungry. 
— Psalm 146:7 
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cisco’s
HTG. & A/C

682-7866
SERVING

ST. BERNARD PARISH

SINCE 1989

www.ciscosac.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Is this film suitable for my children?

Reviews and ratings
of an extensive list of movies,

both current and archived is available at:

http://www.usccb.org/movies/

This service is provided by the

U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Office of Film and Broadcasting

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers
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